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INTRODUCTION 

 

The longer an author waits to write the final draft of the introduction, the better 

that draft is. A project as long as this has many twists and turns until a real understanding 

of the project finally comes together. 

 

Ultimately the overriding goal was the “instant archive” available for the 

Narragansett Historical Society over 17 time periods for 35 topics.  The author has been 

involved in historical research for well over 50 years and has not seen an “Instant 

Archive” anywhere in his many travels throughout the world. This “Instant Archive” 

should be of great help to researchers of Narragansett, RI history. He hopes others will 

add various topics before 1800. 

 

The most visible part of this “Instant Archive” is the chronology of Narragansett, 

RI history from 1800 through 2022. The author has done many different chronologies, so 

he does have much academic and popular-type history experiences. His goal is to have 

readers enjoy the items in each time period, so that they would do a complete read of the 

chronology. Hopefully, the author will achieve this goal. In addition to this chronology, 

researchers can view all the index cards collected from this research. These cards contain 

caption titles with additions in (  ) parentheses. The researcher will be able to view a 

chronological collection of each of the 35 topics by each of the 17 times periods.  The 

author plans to be available to assist researchers of this collection at the office of the 

Narragansett Historical Society. 

 

The author’s academic area of expertise is in the history of accounting and of 

accounting thought. He has numerous publications in that area. He also has done many 

company-type histories for professional organizations and for the University of Rhode 

Island. In recent years he has done much writing on local Narragansett topics. 

 

The author has lived in Narragansett since 1971. He was very involved in local 

Republican politics from 1975 through 1979. However, he was amazed at all he did not 

know of this time span. While the current longest-lasting member of the Narragansett 

Republican Town Committee, his political career is long since over.  He has been 

involved with Canonchet Farm issues in 1978 and in 2006. He is a founder of the Friends 

of Canonchet Farm in 2007 and is still on that Board. He is also a member of the South 

County Museum and the Narrow River Preservation Association. He also helped 

reestablish the Narragansett Historical Society and serves on its Board. 
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Time periods are always contentious but must be used.  The 17 time periods 

chosen are: 

 

Time Periods 

 

1 1800 – 1888 South Kingstown 

2 1881 – 1888 Move to Separate 

3 1888 – 1900 Golden Era 

4 1900 – 1914 Rebuilding 

5 1914 – 1921 WWI 

6 1922 – 1929 Flappers 

7 1930 – 1939 Depression 

8 1939 – 1945 WWII 

9 1946 – 1954 Cold War 

10 1955 – 1960 Ike 

11 1961 – 1968 JFK/LBJ 

12 1969 – 1974 Nixon 

13 1975 – 1980 Ford/Carter 

14 1981 – 1988 Reagan 

15 1989 – 1992 G.H.W. Bush 

16 1993 – 1999 Clinton 

17 2000 – 20024 Modern Era 

 

The 35 categories are even more controversial than the time periods.  The author 

did all the research so, at least, the problem of consistency of classification is minimized.  

These 35 items are very broadly defined and the author expects to be criticized.  Please 

do not be too harsh on him. 

 

35 Items 

 

1 Articles, Art, Books etc. on Narragansett 

2 Beaches 

3 Businesses 

4 Canonchet Farm 1951 and on 

5 Churches 

6 Disasters 

7 Elections and Government 

8 Entertainment and Enlightenment 

9 Fishers, Hazards, and Bacons 

10 Gambling 

11 Harbor of Refuge, Galilee, Jerusalem, Salt Pond 

12 History 

13 Hotels 

14 Internal Improvements and Charities 

15 Library 

16 Lighthouses, Life Saving Stations, Lifeguards, Coast Guard 
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17 Miscellaneous 

18 Narragansett Indians, Native Americans 

19 Narrow River, NRPA 1970 on 

20 Oceanography, Ocean Engineering, etc. 

21 Piers, Docks, Ferries, Landings 

22 Railroads 

23 Salt Pond Indian Village, 1993 on 

24 Schools 

25 Scouts, etc. 

26 Society 

27 South County Museum 

28 Sports 

29 Spragues, Wheatons, Weeds, Bordas, etc. 

30 Sunset Farm 1987 on 

31 Towers 1964 on 

32 Urban Renewal, Gilbane 

33 U.S. Government 

34 Wars, Veterans, National Guard, etc. 

35 WCTU 

 

 

The author realizes much happened in Narragansett prior to 1800.  Those 

happenings are better handled in a topical manner by others.  It is essential that not only 

prior work on these topics be collected but much more can be done with these topics. 

 

Topics Not Covered Prior to 1800 

 

1 Glaciers, Ice Age 

2 Narragansett Indians 

3 Various Disputed Land Purchases 

4 King Philip’s War 

5 Narragansett Plantations 

6 Revolutionary War 

7 South Ferry 

8 Ft. Kearney (a WWII classified site) 

9 Many more 

 

The author primarily relied on microfilm of the Narragansett Times, which is 

spotty in the 1850s and early 1860s but continues on today. The author mostly used the 

URI film machines, especially since they were free. The Narragansett Herald is not 

available at URI and costs 75 cents per photo at the RI Historical Society.  Needless to 

say, as this project was self-funded, this paper was not used for this study.  The South 

County Independent was not available at URI. Unfortunately, the microfilm printers 

became problematical at URI near the end of the project. Luckily, the Peace Dale Library 

has allowed copies at 15 cents. The author does plan to push for a local source for the 
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microfilms of the Narragansett Herald and will use both the Narragansett Times and the 

South County Independent for 2000 and beyond. 

 

Here are the various sources the author used for the first 3 time periods.  These 

sources will be donated to the Narragansett Historical Society, so researchers can use 

them there. 

 

List of Sources 

 

(1) Latimer, Sallie W. Narragansett By-The-Sea.  Images of America. Arcadia 

Publishing.  Portsmouth, NH.  1997.  This is a superb book and is still in print and 

available locally.  The time period of this book covers my first 3 time periods.  Sallie 

Latimer and her many helpers, as noted in the acknowledgements, deserve much praise 

for this book. 

(2) Latimer, Sallie W. Narragansett In Vintage Postcards.  Post Card History 

Series.  Arcadia Publishing. Portsmouth, NH. 1999. This book is also in print and fits 

well with the previous book.   

(3) Hoyt, The Reverend Ernest M. Historical Sketch of St. Peter’s By The 

Sea.   St. Peter’s.  1956.  This is a very readable history.  It is dedicated to the Memory of 

Ezbon Sanford Taylor (Jr.), whose history of the church is available at St. Peter’s. 

(4) Bossy, Kathleen and Mary Keane (with 18 contributing authors).  Lost 

South Kingstown. The Pettaquamscutt Historical Society.  Kingston, RI.  This book is a 

joy to read and has a significant part dealing with what is now Narragansett. 

(5) Narragansett Pier.  Forward “Times Gone By” by Maury Klein.  This book 

includes the following: (a)  A Sketch of Narragansett Pier, 1888, along with a “Bird’s 

Eye View of Narragansett Pier, and assorted copies of photos; (b)  Views of Narragansett 

Pier, 1884; (c)  Narragansett Pier and Vicinity, 1885; (d) District of Narragansett and Its 

Environs, 1888, (e) Narragansett Pier, RI, 1891; (f) Narragansett Pier, 1898; (g) Souvenir 

of Narragansett Pier, 1899; (h) Narragansett Pier, 1900; and (i) Beautiful Narragansett 

Pier, 1922.  These items are from the Winifred J.W. Kissouth Collection from the Maury 

J. Loontjens Library in Narragansett.  It would be wonderful to reprint this book and 

include other items from the Kissouth Collection. 

(6) Wood, Augustus B. Cupid on Crutches; or One Summer at Narragansett 

Pier.  G.W. Carlton and Co. 1879.  This book is available in reprinted version and is a 

wonderful rendition of Narragansett Pier in the late 1870s. 

 (7) Carroll, Charles (attributed to) “Narragansett Pier.”  Harper’s New 

Monthly Magazine.  July, 1879. Pp. 161-177.  This should be read in conjunction with 

the previous book.  The article is magnificently illustrated. 

 (8) Prentice, G. Edwards.  The Sea View Rail Road:  Through the Woods and 

Across the Fields to Narragansett Pier, by author 1983.  This is a nice tale with photos of 

this small electric train. 
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 (9) Heppner, Frank.  Railroads of Rhode Island.  Charleston, SC.  History 

Press.  2012.  This book does a nice job in placing the Narragansett Pier Rail Road and 

the Sea View Rail Road into the context of railroads in RI. 

 (10) Gammell, William and The Rev. E.G. Robinson, D.D., President of Brown 

University.  Life and Services of Rowland Gibson Hazard, LL.D. Providence, RI.   J.A. 

& B.A Reid.  1888.  This book gives an excellent look at Rowland G. Hazard (1801-

1888), whose father (Rowland 1763-1835) and whose son (Rowland 1829-1898) played 

significant roles in Narragansett. 

 (11) Rush, Barbaria J. The Narragansett Pier Towers and Casino at the Turn of 

the Century—Wakefield, RI.  Recreation Publications, 1983.  This is just a delightful 

look at the 100th anniversary of the Towers and Casino.  It includes a chronology of both 

the old and new casino. 

 (12)  Registration of the Papers of Nathaniel Terry Bacon, James P. Adams 

Library.  This register includes much information on the Hazard family, especially Joseph 

P. Hazard, Helen Hazard Bacon, and Nathaniel Terry Bacon. 

 (13) Taylor, William Henry.  “An Eyewitness Recalls.  The Birth of 

Narragansett Pier,” Providence Sunday Journal, at the Pettaqamscutt Historical society, 

summary of undated piece.   

 (14) Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission—Historic and 

Architectural Resources of Narragansett, Rhode Island, 1991.  There is a wealth of 

information here that is quite useful. 

 (15) Vangermeersch, Richard.  50 Vignettes on William Sprague (1830-1915).  

South County Museum.  2013. 

 (16) Watson, Irving.  Narragansett Pier:  As a Fashionable Summer Watering 

Place.  1873.  Providence.  A. Crawford Greene at URI Archives.  This is quite a piece 

and was written by the chief booster for Narragansett Pier and the longtime editor of the 

Narragansett Herald. 

 (17) A Sketch of Narragansett Pier:  Its Past, Present and Future.  1888.  

Narragansett, RI.  Narragansett Times. 

 

Please join the author on this quest to collect and add to the history of 

Narragansett. Remember, he is available to help and advise for researchers at the Office 

of the Narragansett Historical Society. Thanks for your attention and please enjoy your 

reading research. 

 

This project took many hours of work, and, while worthwhile, was extremely 

tedious. Please allow me two caveats. The first is that the first three time periods are 

slightly different from the remainder. However, I have provided index cards that give a 

more specific reference. I also will be available for questions. 

 

The second caveat is the realization that all abbreviations may not be consistent.  

However, they are necessary to reduce the number of pages.  I now give you most (I 

know all of them is a task beyond me): 
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C of C—Chamber of Commerce 

CG –Coast Guard  

EG—East Greenwich 

FDR—Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Gov.—Governor 

LIA—Ladies Improvement Association 

Narr.—Narragansett (However, Narragansett Indian Tribe is not abbreviated.) 

NE—New England 

NK—North Kingstown 

NPIA—Narr. Pier Improvement Association 

NRPA—Narrow River Preservation Association 

NPRR—Narr. Pier Railroad 

NT—Narragansett Times  

NYC—New York City 

NYT—New York Times 

PJ—Point Judith  

PJCC—Point Judith Country Club 

PJL—Point Judith Lighthouse 

PJYC—Point Judith Yacht Club 

PWA—Pubic Works Administration 

Prov. J.—Providence Journal 

RI—State of Rhode Island 

RIAG—RI Attorney General 

RICRMC—State of RI Coastal Resource Management Council 

RIDEM—State of Rhode Island Dept. of Environmental Management 

RIDOT—State of RI Dept. of Transportation 

SC—South County 

SCM—South County Museum 

SK—South Kingstown 

SVRR—Sea View Railroad 

UN—United Nations 

URI—University of Rhode Island 

US—United States 

U.S. EPA—U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

USFHA—U.S. Federal Housing Authority 

USFW—United States Fish and Wildlife 

USHEW—U.S. Housing, Education and Welfare 

USHUD—U.S. Housing and Urban Development 

USNSF—U.S. National Science Foundation 

U.S. Repr.—U.S. Representative 

U.S. Sen.—U.S. Senator 

VFW—Veterans of Foreign Wars 

VNS—Visiting Nurse Services 

WPA—Works Progress Administration 

WWI—World War I 

WWII—World War II 
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Time Period 1 

South Kingstown, 1800-1888 

 

1801  A pier (then called Narragansett Pier) was built on the North Pier site (along 

Ocean Road near the Village Green).  This was destroyed by the gale of 1815 and was 

rebuilt soon after.  Watson 

 

1830 The South Pier (now called Monahan’s Dock) was built by Joshua Champlin. It 

became a commercial area.  Watson 

 

1832 John Armstrong, a carpenter, accepted boarders.  His house had various names:  

(1) The Armstrong House; (2) Hadwen House; and (3) Elmwood House.  Watson 

 

1848 Joseph H. Dulles of Philadelphia – a customer of the Hazards – stayed at the 

Hadwen House.  1888 Souvenir 

 

1852 Dulles organized Sunday afternoon church services at Indian Rock.  St. Peters 

 

1854 James H. Rodman built the first hotel.  NT 

 

1856 Mr. Dulles took housing at “Uncle Esbon’s” (“The Narragansett House”) – the 

second hotel in Narragansett. “Uncle Esbon” invited Dulles’ church assembly into his 

hotel.  1888 Souvenir 

 

1857 The Point Judith Lighthouse was rebuilt.  The 1810 structure was felled by the 

Gale of 1815.  Its replacement was considered inadequate.  A Life Saving Station was 

built in 1870.  Latimer 

 

1866 When title passed to A&W. Sprague Manufacturing, Kate Chase Sprague and 

William Sprague started their Canonchet Mansion on their Canonchet Farm – previously 

called the Mumford and/or Robinson Farm.  The mansion became quite famous for its 

contents, cost, size, and owners.  Lost in SK 

 

1866 William Sprague – former RI Governor 1860-1863 and then U.S. Senator (1863-

1875)—donated $1000 to build a bridge over Narrow River.  Boston Neck Road was to 

be completed along the edges of various farms (hence, the meanderings now called “Old 

Boston Neck Road”.)  The new bridge fell not long after it was built.  Lost in SK 

 

1866 A late October Gale blew down a large boarding house being built.  NT 

 

1867 A building boom of boarding houses began which “may yet rival Newport as a 

watering place.”  NT 

 

1868 Chief Justice S.P. Chase visits his daughter, son-in-law and grandson Willie.  NT 
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1868 Rowland Hazard (1829-1898) and William Sprague are granted a charter to build 

a railroad from West Kingston to Narragansett Pier.  Heppner 

 

1868 A 100-foot covered bridge was constructed over Narrow River and Boston Neck 

Road was extended from Saunderstown.  Latimer 

 

1869 September.  The wooden edifice of St. Peter’s was blown down by the Gale of 

1869, after being finished on July 11 of that year. Episcopal services were conducted for 

3 years in Canonchet Hall.  Watson 

 

1871 The Tower Hill House opened.  Watson 

 

1872 April.  Horace Greeley—the presidential candidate of the Democrats and the 

Liberal Republicans—dined at the Sprague’s Canonchet Mansion.  Salmon P. Chase 

attended.  There is a beautiful illustration of the dinner in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 

Newspaper of April 24.  Sprague 

 

1873 Irving Watson in 1873 noted almost all of the 1888 hotels were there, even though 

they grew and moved with much regularity. 

 

1876 Rowland G. Hazard built the Narragansett Pier Railroad.  The first train was on 

July 16.  Heppner 

 

1879 August 10.  The infamous chase of Senator Roscoe Conkling by Gov. Sprague 

becomes national news and rumors of Conkling, Sprague, Kate Chase Sprague, and their 

marriage.  Sprague 

 

1881 The Steamer “H.S. Caswell” started service between Newport and Narragansett in 

the summer.  It landed at South Pier.  Latimer 

 

1881 The Presbyterian Church was built on the former site of Canonchet Hall. 

(Lattimer) 

 

1882 Whale Rock Lighthouse was built.  Latimer 

 

1882 Aug. 15.  The infamous auction of the Canonchet Mansion and Farm took place.  

Pro.J. 

 

1883 William Sprague kicked off his gubernatorial bid at Wright’s Hall.  Sprague 

 

1883 July 19.  The Narragansett Casino Association decided to build at the Coates’ 

property.  Rush 

 

1884   The Hazard Memorial Tower was completed.  Latimer 
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1884 A suggestion was made in the NT of March 14 for a very permanent channel for 

the Great Salt Pond.  This takes a long time to happen. 

 

1884 The second edition of “Sketches of Narragansett Pier and South Kingstown” by 

William C. Crandall was announced.  NT 

 

1884 July 13.  The formal opening of the Casino took place.  McKim, Mead & White 

were its architects and Frederick Law Olmstead did the grounds.  Rush 

 

1884 Oct. 3.  Workmen excavated the foundation for the stores and theater at the 

Casino.  The bowling alley was operational.  Rush 

 

1885 Druidsdream was built.  Across the street was to be the antemortem of Joseph 

Peace Hazard.  Latimer 

 

1886-87  The Earls Court Water Tower was built.  Latimer 

 

1886 Canonchet was sold to Mrs. Inez Sprague by Mrs. F.D. Moulton.  Gerritt Wheaton 

strove to make this happen.  NT 

 

1886 Charles Dudley Warner in Harper’s Magazine in July tells of the arrival of 

travelers at Narragansett Pier from Newport. 

 

1887 The NT printed a special edition devoted to Narragansett Pier.  NT 

 

1887 A series of sketches of the Pier and the Bathing Hour was published in the July 

30th edition of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper.  Latimer 

 

1887 The New York Times printed in late July two articles on Narragansett Pier.  NT 

 

1887 The Seaview Railroad Company was organized in Providence.  NT 

 

1887 Aug. 27  Harper’s Weekly featured the Casino.  Rush 

 

1888 Sept. 2  A Story “At The Old Castle, Narragansett Pier” is published in the NT 

 

1888 “A Sketch of Narragansett Pier:  It’s Past, Present, and Future,” is published by 

the NT.  18 large hotels and over 60 elegant cottages, and a Casino are noted.  Sketch 

 

1888 The Narragansett Electric Light and Power Co. was incorporated.  Sketch 

 

1888 Jan. 13  The Narragansett Polo Club competed and won by a score of 11 to 3 

against the Westerly Kangaroos in Westerly.  NT 

 

1888 Greene’s Inn was featured in the American Architect and Building News of late 

January.  NT 
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Time Period 2 

Move to Separate, 1881-1888 

 

1881 

 

1881 Sept. 2  There was an announcement in the NT that there will be a meeting on 

Sept. 10 at the Mount Hope House to consider the desirability of forming the 

“Narragansett Pier Improvement Association” (NPIA) 

 

1881 Sept. 9  A circular for the meeting was circularized by W.A Nye; Edward Austin; 

James G. Burns; W.G. Caswell; S. Coates; and C. Hitchcock.  The Editor of the NT 

wrote:  “But bathing does not fill up the whole daily of our visitors.  They want to ride, 

and drive, and walk; to enjoy all the beauties which nature has lavished upon the 

surrounding country; and to do this thoroughly they want good roads.  …  There is no 

monotony in our coast line.”  … “If the Pier prospers all the neighborhood around shares 

in the prosperity.” 

 

1881 Sept. 16  The NT reported the founding of the NPIA. 

 

1881 Oct. 7  The SK Town Council decided to have the Narr. Lobby group start by 

improving Front Street. 

 

1883 

 

1883 March 20  The NT reported that the split of SK into two towns has met with a 

defeat but not to give up hope.  “The division is asked for the better facilitating the needs 

of the business portion of the Town.”  The NT stressed the success that Old Orchard 

Beach has had since it split from Saco, ME. 

 

1883   Aug.17   The Old Orchard Beach analogy was used in the description of the new 

electricity system in Old Orchard Beach.  NT 

 

1883 Oct. 26  The NT included an inclusion of the “Importance of Roads.” 

 

1883 Nov. 30  The NT described the ongoing road work in Narragansett Pier. 

 

1884 

 

1884 Feb. 22  Another initiative was announced in the NT and that was opening the 

breach for the Point Judith Pond. 

 

1884 Sept. 19  The NPIA reported on its projects on improving roads like the Point 

Judith Road costing $8,000 for 2 1/2 miles.  NT 
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1884 Oct. 3  The NPIA stated it spent $1,208 to defray the general expenses of police, 

street-watering, repairs to plank works.  There was a listing of contributors for $6,725 for 

Ocean Road with another $1,325 donated by SK. 

 

The list of contributors must be noted, especially such significant men as:  R.G. Dun 

$1,000, the founder of Dun & Bradstreet and bosom buddy of President Chester Arthur; 

J.N. Hazard, the CEO of the Hazard enterprises; N.P. Robinson $750; H.O. Havermeyer 

of American Sugar fame; F.D. Moulton a New York socialite $400; F.A.P. Barnard $300; 

G.V Cresson $300; Edward Austen $200; S. Colgate $200; J.M. Davies $200; R.N. 

Hazard $200; Howard Lapsley $200; F.B. Grant $150; W.R. Babcock $100; Francis 

Wharton of the U.S. State Dept. $100; Mrs. Wister $50; and J.D. Caswell $25. 

 

1884 Oct. 10  The NPIA list of 76 contributors totaled $1,169.50. 

 

1885 

 

1885  Oct. 2  The council for NPIA was Edward Austen, President; W.A. Nye; W.G. 

Caswell; J.C. Tucker, Jr.; S.W. Mathewson; W.C. Clark; and Dr. C. Hitchcock.  NT 

 

1885 Oct. 9  59 contributors gave $856.56 to the NPIA.  NT 

 

1885 Nov. 13  The NT made another reference to the significant earnings to workers 

working on the building boom at the Pier. 

 

1886 

 

1886 July 16  The NT called for a better road between the Pier and Wakefield. 

 

1886 Aug. 20  The NT called for a road from Little Neck to the Narragansett (South) 

Ferry so that visitors could make an excursion through the Robinson mansion. 

 

1886 Oct. 6  66 contributors—one of them SK for $37.00—donated $7,098.75 to the 

NPIA. 

 

1886 Dec. 3  Central Street has a completed concrete sidewalk, while Boon Street 

between the depot and Central Street “is a most lamentable quagmire.”  NT 

 

1887 

 

1887 Sept. 2  The proposed division of SK was the topic of the Judiciary Committee of 

the Senate, along with the R.I. Lieutenant Governor, at the SK Town Hall.  William C. 

Clarke gave the first testimony about the petition.  He felt that the Pier was totally 

different from the rest of SK.  Clarke felt that so many laborers from the SK villages of 

Wakefield, Peace Dale, and Rocky Brook worked at the Pier almost as much as in those 

villages. However, a number of SK residents disagreed. Thomas G. Hazard spoke in 

favor of the split. 



2-3 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

 

 

1888 Feb. 24  Another hearing on the split was heard in the State House of 

Representatives, chaired by Rep. Lapham of the Judiciary Committee.  Apparently the 

division requested was larger than in September and included villages running as far west 

as Curtis Corner, and in the direction of Matunuck, to the northerly line of E.F.Watson’s 

property.  Clarke stressed the 7 member SK Council includes 4 members from distant 

sections of SK.  Daniel Whaley of Wakefield disagreed with the division.  “It was not 

right to tax the poor for luxuries for the rich.”  Benjamin R. Curtis expressed the 

negativity of Rocky Brook residents.  Others joined that feeling from Gould to 

Wakefield.  Point Judith was for the division.  The Narragansett Pier proponents had a 

powerful lobbyist in City Solicitor Van Slyck from Providence.  Governor of RI John W. 

Davis also attended the meeting. 

 

1888 March 9  The editor of the NT was quite critical of the 1887-1888 lines of the 

proposed Narragansett: 

 

The lines of the new town were drawn so as to include the villages of Wakefield, Peace 

Dale and Rocky Brook.  This took in the wealthiest and most compact portion of SK, 

leaving a large part of the people in the old town devoted to the pursuit of agriculture.  

From the first the people of the three villages and the proposed old town have exhibited a 

strong feeling against a division.  The next step of the dividers was to change the lines of 

the town, leaving out the three villages named and including The Pier and Point Judith. 

 

1888 March 9  The NT reported on an inconclusive meeting in Wakefield about 

Wakefield, Peace Dale, and Rocky Brook leaving SK. 

 

1888 March 9  The NT then reported on another hearing at the State Capital with the 

Judiciary Committee of the State Senate.  There was a contentious discussion of Point 

Judith Pond. A copy of the bill was included. 

 

1888 March 22  The District of Narr. in SK was established.  For some unstated reasons 

the South Ferry village was included in Narr. but not the Middlebridge Village.  (Pro. J.) 
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Time Period 3 

Golden Era, 1888-1900 

 

1888 

 

1888 March 28  The celebration for the division from SK took place at The Metatoxet 

House.  W. Herbert Caswell escorted Wm. Sprague to the chair.  J.H. Caswell spoke 

about his hope for no political parties in Narragansett.  Various speakers followed.  Gov. 

Sprague was enthusiastic over Narragansett.  It is the finest location on the coast line of 

the country.  NT 

 

1888 April 2 William Sprague was elected moderator and W. Herbert Caswell clerk to 

serve until the elections in June.  Five members will be elected annually. 

 

1888 April 4  The state-wide election was held with 200 voting in District 2 (Narr.). 

 

1888 June 4  There was a contested election for some of the district seats.  A union 

caucus nominated Sprague’s team all of whom won: (1) William Sprague; (2) George G. 

Pearse; (3) Joseph G. Johnson; (4) S.W. Mathewson; and (5) F.P.W.  Tefft. Mathewson 

and Tefft were uncontested. 

 

1888 Nov.  Greene’s Inn was opened during the winter months. 

 

1888 Nov.  A four day severe storm of snow, rain, and wind (up to 76 miles an hour).  

Much damage was suffered by structures on the beach.  Beach structures flooded into the 

pond.  Sea Road was filled with large stones.  “Had the wind been from the opposite 

direction on Monday the damage done would probably have exceeded that of the 

September gale of 1869.” 

 

1888 December 14  The Engineering Office of the U.S. Army recommended a Harbor 

of Refuge at the PJ Pond.  There was included a schedule of 18 wrecks near Point Judith 

from 1883-1888.  NT 

 

1888-1889  The Louis Sherry Cottages, designed by McKim, Mead and White, were 

built. Latimer 

 

1889 

 

1889 The directors of Wakefield Water will hasten its efforts to have water by the first 

of May.  NT 

 

1889 Jan.  There is a life-saving station next to the casino.  The station received a very 

negative review.  NT 

 



3-2 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

1889 Late Feb.  Dr. Francis Wharton, solicitor of the State Dept, died in Washington at 

68 years old.  He graduated from Yale in 1839 and practiced law in Philadelphia.  He 

taught English literature at Kenyon College and then was ordained an Episcopal minister.  

He was a noted writer of legal treatises.  NT 

 

1889 March  The District Council put sewerage on hold until a detailed review.  NT 

 

1889 May  The Nelson Harvey sunk near Whale Rock.  Captain Parker was lost.  NT 

 

1889 May  Ten miles from the Casino to SK, PJ Road, Boston Neck Road, etc. were to 

be macadamized.  NT 

 

1889 June 4  Four of the five Sprague men won, along with W. Herbert Caswell and 

Esbon S. Taylor.  All 5 district council seats were contested.  NT 

 

1889 July  Louis Sherry opened his restaurant off Gibson Ave.  NT 

 

1889 Aug. 4  The New York World devoted four columns to “Gay Narragansett.”  It 

received mixed reviews in the NT. 

 

1889 Aug. 12  A brilliant spectacle was held at the Casino and a baseball game at the 

Sprague field.  The Casino team beat Jamestown 13 to 1. 

 

1889   Nov. 27  Thomas R. Hazard led the fight at the District Council meeting against 

dumping sewage into Narrow River.  NT 

 

1889 Dec.  The Council defended the Narrow River plan versus the Chase plan, which 

would have its outlet near the South Pier.  NT  

 

1889 Dec. late  There was a petition presented to the R.I. Harbor Commission for a 

breachway and wharves in PJ Pond.  “Previous to the great storm of 1815 there was a 

permanent and substantial opening at Sand Hill Cove, connecting the pond with the open 

sea.”  NT 

 

1890 

 

1890 The Hazard Block had businesses on the first floor with the upper two floors for 

guests.  It burned down in September of 1900.  Latimer 

 

1890’s The South Ferry ended its services as a link to Jamestown and Newport after 

about 200 years, when it was replaced to a new dock in Saunderstown.   

 

1890’s Charles F. Thurber, “Reckless Charlie,” was an infamous photographer in 

Narragansett Pier.  Latimer 
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1890 April 29  A fire in one of the stoves in the Casino Block was quickly 

extinguished. 

 

1890 June 2  The Sprague team was crushed by an opposing slate.  190 of the 234 

voters were in opposition to the Sprague team.  NT 

 

1890 June 7  The former sewerage plan was cancelled and a new plan will be adopted 

by a committee of Thomas G. Hazard, James E. Anthony, and Edward Earle.  NT 

 

1890 June 13  The First Baptist Church opened its new and beautiful chapel.  NT 

 

1890 August  William A. Havermeyer and family from Chicago, of the great firm of 

sugar refiners, are at the Continental for the balance of the season.  “F.W. Vanderbilt and 

his handsome steam yacht Alva paid their first visit this summer to the Pier Tuesday.  

The Alva is the largest steam yacht afloat, being over 360 feet in length…” 

 

1890 August  “The present issue of the Illustrated American is a seaside number.  It 

contains  a well written article on Narragansett Pier, …”  NT 

 

1890 August  The Ladies’ Narr. Pier Improvement Association has been established to 

improve and adorn Narra. Pier.  NT 

 

1890 October 21  Willie Sprague was buried.  “The sad story of his untimely death on 

the seventh of October need not be repeated here.”  NT 

 

1890 October  The sewer contract has been awarded and will have an outlet near Taylor 

Street where the sewage will enter the ocean.  NT 

 

1890 November  $75,000 has been appropriated (out of an estimated cost of 

$1,250,000) for a breakwater at PJ.  NT 

 

1890 Dec. William Sprague and others were being sued in the RI Supreme Court over 

sewage being dumped into Narrow River. 

 

1891 

 

1891 February  A new town hall is being erected on the corner of Rodman and Fifth 

Avenue.  NT 

 

1891 March  Harper’s Monthly had a love story written by Brander Matthews set in 

Narr. Pier  NT 

 

1891 April 6  Esbon S. Taylor—“Uncle Esbon”—died at 80.  He was the founder of the 

Narragansett House.  NT   
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1891 May 3  The Prov.J.  had a four-column article with several illustrations on Narr. 

Pier in its Sunday Edition.  NT 

 

1891 May  The Ladies’ Improvement Association (LIA) donated a new drinking 

fountain at Ocean Ave. and South Pier Road, just south of Greene’s Inn. 

 

1891 June 1  While Gov. Sprague did not run, his team seemed to have regained control 

of the District Council.  W. Herbert Caswell was chosen district clerk.  NT 

 

1891 June  The new building at the Sherry cottages is designed for bachelors with 

private dining rooms is nearly finished.  NT 

 

1891 July The widow of Jefferson Davis and daughter Winnie will summer in Narr. 

Pier at the Revere. 

 

1891 July  Great improvements are made for the increased use of incandescent lights.  

NT 

 

1891 July 5  Schooner Wake sank when it was unable to reach Narragansett Pier.  The 

crew was rescued by Mr. and Mrs. W.K. Vanderbilt on the Alva.  NT 

 

1891 July 21  The New York World has a two-column bright and chatty letter from 

Narr. Pier.  NT 

 

1891 July 23  U.S. Senator Nelson W. Aldrich made arrangements here for a meeting 

of the sub-committee on Tariff of the Senate Finance Committee.  NT 

 

1891 July 31  “A Day in Narragansett” was published in Illustrated American.  The 

illustrations were by Arthur Jule Goodman and the story written by Philip S. Minton.  

Two more articles are to follow.  NT 

 

1891 Aug. 18  Mrs. R.G. Dun gave her annual reception and ball at Dunmere. Louis 

Sherry catered. 

 

1891 Aug.  Walter Francis Brown finished “The Narragansett Dunes” and it is on 

exhibition at his studio in the east tower of the Casino.  NT 

 

1891 Aug. 27  An auction sale of 316 choice lots from the “Canonchet” property 

occurs.  Flyer 

 

1891 Sept.  “The raid on a supposed gambling resort did not prove much of a success, 

nothing of an incriminating nature being found.” NT 

 

1891 Sept. 25  In “The Season Ought to be Longer”—The Old Refrain of Narr.—the 

NT suggested:  “Let the management of the Casino and of Sherry cottage company unite 

in saying that they will keep their music and all departments of their places open until the 



3-5 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

15th (of September) and let the various hotels assure their guests that their houses will 

keep open until the 15th.  …” 

 

1891 Oct. 14  The raising of funds for building a seawall was approved.  NT 

 

1892 

 

1892 May late  The citizens caucus (the old Sprague group) and the people’s caucus 

met to announce candidates.  Only Charles J. Tucker of the peoples caucus won a District 

Council seat.  NT 

 

1892 July 6  The LIA held its annual meeting in the parlors of the Casino.  NT 

 

1892 July 15  Forty shelter tents have been erected on the beach in front of the bathing 

houses.  Children love these tents and “the beach at Narragansett Pier is a veritable 

children’s paradise.”  NT 

 

1892 Aug. 28  A vile article on life in Narr. Pier is in Sunday’s New York Tribune.  NT 

 

1892 Oct.  William H. Taylor – son of “Uncle Esbon” – has designed and is 

constructing an improved lifeboat.  NT 

 

1892 Dec.  There is additional funding for the PJ Breakwater.  NT 

 

1893 

 

1893 A Financial Statement for completing part of the seawall was published.  Most of 

the funds of $9,640 came from donors.  NT 

 

1893 May  The competing parties were renamed.  The people’s caucus became The 

Reform Ticket.  The citizens caucus became The Citizens and Reform.  NT 

 

1893 June 9  W.A. Nye, the proprietor of the Gladstone and Columbus Hotels, 

published “Nye’s Illustrated Monthly” – a new publication issued from Narragansett Pier.  

NT 

 

1893 late June  Cardinal Gibbins of New York has engaged rooms at The Hotel 

Berwick. NT It was reported that the LIA was keeping the streets from litter and the 

Committee on the Sea Wall is trying to build a concrete walk for the entire length of the 

wall.  NT 

 

1893 early July  Mrs. Jefferson Davis and Mrs. U.S. Grant will be meeting at the 

Rockingham. A new telegraph office has opened at Green’s Inn. The LIA will be 

presenting a gala for the Sea Wall fund in August.  NT 

 

1893 July 30  William H. Billington died.  NT 
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1893 Aug. 15  A lawn party was held at Lasata Cottage, the summer residence of the 

Misses Bouvier, for the benefit of the Pier Catholic Church.  NT 

 

1893 Aug. 25  “The breakwater is to be about 2 ½ miles long, 150 feet wide at its base, 

and 30 feet wide on top of the water.”  NT 

 

1893 Sept.  H.S. Bloodgood has a beautiful stock at Anawan Farm.  NT 

 

1893 Nov.  “An equestrian club has been formed at the Pier and now comprises ten 

members.”  NT 

 

1893 Dec. 1  The NT presented “Engineer Bisby’s Reports on The Harbor of Refuge at 

PJ  and PJ Pond.” 

 

1894 

 

1894 June 5  The election results were the same of the preceding year.  NT 

 

1894 late June  A Country Club was organized by Dr. Charles Hitchcock.  Some key 

members of the board were R. G. Hazard, Franklin Moulton, and Philip Randolph.  Also 

the first hunt of the Narragansett Hounds was not too successful.  NT 

 

1894 Aug. 29  The first of a series of contests for a silver cup offered to the shooters of 

NP by P.S.P. Randolph took place.  NT 

 

1894 Sept. and Oct.  Harper’s New Monthly Magazine published Brander Mathews’ 

“The Royal Marine, An Idyll of Narragansett Pier.”  T&C 

 

1894 Sept. 3  Five persons narrowly escape drowning at the Pier.  NT 

 

1894 Feb.  A new depot at NP will be built by the NPRR.   NT 

 

1894 Feb.  William and Inez Sprague sold land on the beach to Louis Sherry.  NT 

 

1895 

 

1895 March  Louis Sherry bought the Casino, which had cost $150,000, for $80,000 

from R.G. Dun who had purchased it at a bankruptcy sale.  NT 

 

1895 May  Comber & Morrison began to erect a dance hall in the rear of their place on 

Boon Street.  It will be named the “Tally-Ho Athletic Hall.”  NT 

 

1895 May 21  A bicycle club is formed.  NT 

 

1895 June 3  The Citizen’s Ticket won each District Council Seat.  NT 
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1895 June  Mr. and Mrs. Philip S.P. Randolph are ready to lead the Philadelphia 

contingent at the Pier.  NT 

 

1895 July 10  The LIA had its annual meeting with Mrs. R.G. Dun as president pro-

tem. NT 

 

1895 July 13  A series of races and jumping contests occur at The PJCC.  NT 

 

1895 July 18  The clay pigeon shoot was won by J.D. Tucker, Jr.  Next week is the first 

match for the Randolph Cup.  NT 

 

1895 July 25  Mr. and Mrs. Rowland Hazard and daughter Caroline arrived at the Pier 

from Santa Barbara in a special car.  Mrs. Hazard is ill.  NT 

 

1895 July late  “Francis Kinney has moved with his family from the Mathewson to his 

magnificent new villa on Ocean Road.  The green lawn in front of the residence adds 

greatly to the beauty of this handsome estate”.  NT 

 

1895 July 30  Theodore Havermeyer and party of friends came over to the Pier from 

Newport on his handsome four in hand drag.  NT 

 

1895 Aug. early  The U.S. Department Weather Bureau gives daily Weather forecasts, 

frost and cold wave warnings displayed by flags in the north window of W. Herbert 

Caswell’s real estate office on Beach Row.  NT 

 

1895 Aug. 9  Charles Dana Gibson, a famous New York artist, is a guest at Greene’s 

Inn.  NT 

 

1895 Aug. 28  A paper chase took place at the Point Judith Country Club.  The course 

run lay over the Bailey farm, across the old Point Judith country road and around and 

about the woods and pastures of Wildfield Farm.  NT 

 

1895 Sept. 6  The NT included sketches of the front view and court view of the new 

Mathewson. 

 

1895 Sept.  In an article “A Colored Man’s Rights” the NT described the race and color 

discrimination of Joseph H. Monroe, a lawyer legislator from Providence.  He was not 

allowed to eat in the regular dining room of Briggs. 

 

1895 Sept. 13  The NT reported a new waltz “Narragansett Breezes.” 
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1896 

 

1896 March 6  The NT had an illustration of the patented lifeboat of W.H. Taylor. 

 

1896 March 10  PJCC is to host polo games of the Polo Association from August 3 to 

12.  NT 

 

1896 March 20  The PJ Breakwater is half-complete but still offers protection for ships.  

NT 

 

1896 William Chase Clarke, Sr. received a charter for the Sea View RR to unite the 

Pier with the Union Electric RR System.  SVRR  

 

1896 April 10  James G. Burns is to build a very handsome cottage on Central Street.  

NT 

 

1896 April 17  E.S. Taylor will enlarge his store at the Casino. 

 

1896 June 1  Two councilmen of the Citizen’s group lost to two Peoples group because 

of their support of Sunday liquor sales.  NT 

 

1896 July late  35 St. Louis people are at the Rockingham.  NT 

 

1896 Aug. 11  “P.S.P. Randolph gave a delightful dinner party to the visiting polo 

players at Wildfield Farm.  A collation was served by Sherry on the lawns and music was 

furnished by the Casino orchestra.”  NT 

 

1896 Sept. 1  John Jacob Astor’s beautiful yacht Nourmahal steamed over from 

Newport to the Pier and dropped anchor off Ocean Road.  …”  NT 

 

1896 Sept. 24  The Bathing Pavilion erected by Louis Sherry in 1895 was entirely 

consumed by fire.  NT 

 

1897 

 

1897 Feb.  The steamer Herman S. Caswell is to be replaced by a new steamer.  NT 

 

1897 May  A new highway is needed from Beach Street on Boston Neck Road to the 

Narr. Pier bathing beach.  NT 

 

1897 June 7  There were limited contests in the annual election.  The Citizen’s group 

won all the seats.  NT 

 

1897 July  A golf match will be played between John Tucker of the South County Club 

and Willie Anderson of Watch Hill for 36 holes.  NT 
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1897 July 16  Sherry’s New Pavilion opens.  NT 

 

1897 Aug. 3  The fleet of the Atlantic Squadron passed through the Pier on their way to 

Newport.  NT 

 

1897 Aug. 8  The South County Golf Club hosts a 36-hole match between John Tucker 

— brother of Willie Tucker, the international champion of Canada and America — and 

Willie Anderson of Watch Hill.  NT 

 

1897 Aug. 30  A party of Narragansett fishermen fished in Salt Pond with 575 perch 

caught in four hours.  NT 

 

1897 Sept.  Mrs. Joseph Dulles of Philadelphia reached 100 years.  She was one of the 

early visitors of Narragansett forty years ago at the Narragansett Hotel.  NT 

 

1897 Oct. 13  Work started by the Providence, Fall River and Newport Steamboat Co. 

on a new pier a short distance from the Sherry Pavilion.  NT  The pier was dismantled in 

1908.  Latimer 

 

1897 Nov. 30  Mrs. Inez Sprague was ordered by the District Council to fill some of a 

pond lying between Narragansett Bay and Ouida Street.  NT 

 

1897 Dec.  James G. Burns will build a 325 foot long building designed by McKim, 

Mead & White.  The first floor is for stores and the second and third floors will be suites 

to be rented by Burns’ Rockingham Hotel.  NT 

 

1898 

 

1898 Jan.  Congress was informed by experts that PJ Pond was not worthy of 

improvement.  NT 

 

1898 Jan. 31  A severe storm hit.  Much damage occurred at the Providence Telephone 

Company’s lines.  NT 

 

1898 June 6  The Citizen’s Group was more successful than the Peoples Group in the 

annual election.  NT 

 

1898 July 22  The NT sketched the new Russian Ambassador,  Count de Cassini, and 

his niece at summer cottages at Narragansett Pier. 

 

1898 July 28  The maiden trip from Saunderstown to Narr. Pier was made by the 

SeaView RR.  SVRR 

 

1898 July 27  A well-attended polo tournament opened on the grounds of Wildfield 

Farm. The Westchesters of New York and the Myopias of Boston were competing for the 

Point Judith Challenge Cup.  Myopias won 25-22.  NT 
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1898 July late  The Casino Hop was well described in the NT:  “Mrs. P.S.P. Randolph 

of Philadelphia, in a lovely gown of pink satin, cut décolleté, with trimmings of point 

lace…” 

 

1898 July 28  About 90 people took the initial ride of the Sea View RR from 

Narragansett to Saunderstown.  It was quite a scenic run.  NT 

 

1898 Aug. mid  350 passengers landed at the Pier from the Steamer Mount Hope on 

Tuesday.  666 excursionists arrived from Providence on Sunday.  NT 

 

1898 August mid  Captain A.M. Knowles of Narragansett led his crew of the U.S. Life 

Saving Station in a life-saving exposition at the Trans-Mississippi Exposition.  NT 

 

1898 Sept. 5  The Steamer Lewiston with 125 ill soldiers went ashore on the rocks off 

the breakwater near PJ in a fog.  All were saved.  NT 

 

1898 Sept. 18  Miss Winnie Davis—once the widely known and beloved “Daughter of 

the Confederacy”—died at the Rockingham.  NT 

 

1898 Sept. late  Joseph Pulitzer left the Pier and is to sail to Europe.  Mrs. Pulitzer, who 

accompanied Mrs. Davis to Richmond last week with her daughter’s remains, will close 

the cottage here in a few days.  NT 

 

1898 Oct. 11  Four parties visited the Old Robinson House.  NT 

 

1898 Nov. 27  A great blizzard hit New England.  Much damage happened in Narr.  NT 

 

1898 December late  The damage of that storm to the new dock of the Providence, Fall 

River, and Newport Steamship Company is to be repaired at once.  NT 

 

1899 

 

1899 Francis S. Kinney built a Bungalow at Sunset Farm.  Latimer 

 

1899 Feb.  The full sum to finish the PJ Breakwater has been appropriated by Congress.  

NT 

 

1899 Feb. 13  The life-saving men had a tough time in a winter storm.  NT 

 

1899 Feb. 24  There are to be extensive improvements made on the Rockingham.  NT 

 

1899 March mid  There was a scene of Narr. Pier in the fete season in the “Belle of 

New York” at the Providence Opera House.  NT 
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1899 March 24  A memorial window to Miss Winnie Davis is soon to be placed in the 

transept of St. Peter’s Church.  NT 

 

1899 June 5  The Citizen’s Party continued its domination of elective offices. 

 

1899 June 18  This was the tenth anniversary of the dedication of the Chapel of the 

Point Judith Baptist Church.  NT 

 

1899 June  Captain H.M. Knowles designed a new surf boat, which was built by Fred 

Beebe of Greenpoint.  NT 

 

1899 June 8  The Canonchet Gun Club held its weekly shoot at its grounds on the 

Sprague land.  NT 

 

1899 June 18  “The completion of the line of the SeaView electric railroad between 

Narragansett Pier and Wickford was celebrated with a trolley ride and a dinner at the 

Metatoxet.” 

 

1899 July 28  Fred B. Hall—in charge of the billiard room at The Casino and champion 

exhibition pool player of  the world—was featured in the NT. 

 

1899 Aug. 20  Police Chief Lewis Champlin and John L. Taft saved a colored waiter 

from the Gladstone from drowning in high surf.  NT 

 

1899 Sept. PJCC is to improve and smooth down the polo field.  Nine holes will be 

added to the golf course which will be separated from the polo field.  A new ballroom 

with a promenade will be added to the clubhouse.  NT 

 

1899 Oct. 28  James H. Rodman died.  He was credited with opening the first hotel in 

Narragansett.  This hotel eventually became The Revere.  NT 

 

1899 Nov. 14  The Elm Cottage was the setting for a reception to honor Captain Frank 

M. Allen, First Officer of the victorious yacht Columbia.  W. Herbert Caswell was 

toastmaster. 

 

1900 

 

1900 The North Pier near the present site of The Towers was still used by small crafts.  

Latimer 

 

1900 March  Francis S. Kinney is to build an East Indian Bungalow.  NT 

 

1900 March 20  The Narr. Pier Golf Club was organized by a number of the hotel 

proprietors.  This would be the fourth golf course in Narr.  The new golf course will be 

located upon The Pearse farm, west of the old PJ road, between the highway and Salt 

Pond.  NT 
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1900 March 30  It was announced that Charles Hitchcock, Jr. will be one of the 

contestants against Harry Vardon, the winner of 6 British Opens.  “He was the supreme 

golfer of his generation.  His powerful, fluid swing and the Vardon grip remain the basis 

of the modern fundamentals of golf.”  Vardon toured the U.S. in 1900.  (Sidorsky, Golf 

365 Days). 

 

1900 April  Thomas Wanamaker, the son of John, is to make great improvements on his 

villa.  The location is the estate of the late John K. Brown, near Dunmere.  NT 

 

1900 June  The South County Golf Club has moved to the Kenyon farm, near the upper 

end of PJ Pond.  NT 

 

1900 June 4  There was only one ticket (the Citizen’s Party).  W. Herbert Caswell was 

District Clerk.  The five district council members were:  Stephen C. Browning; Charles J. 

Tucker; H.B. Kane; George T. Briggs; and Frank M. Allen.  NT 

 

1900 June 25  Admiral George Dewey and wife arrived at Narragansett from New 

York.  They received a royal reception.  They were the guests at the Emmet Cottage on 

Ocean Road, owned by his mother-in-law, Mrs. Washington McLean.  NT 

 

1900 July  The tower of the New Rockingham is 150 feet above the sandy beach.  NT 

 

1900 July  Everything is blooming at the PJCC.  NT 

 

1900 July  Maurice Barrymore will play Orlando in “As You Like It” at the PJCC.  NT 

 

1900 Aug.  Walter A. Nye of the Imperial has chartered an electric wagonette for 

August from the Electric Vehicle Company of Newport.  The battery can be charged at 

Perkins & Whaley’s Stable.  NT 

 

1900 Aug. 10  “As You Like It” was performed.  The audience was the “cream of 

society.”  Most of the mobiles and automobiles were in use for the occasion.  NT 

 

1900 Aug. 11  The great gala was held at the Casino.  NT 

 

1900 Aug. 29  The Vanderbilt party arrived at the Pier from Newport on the steam 

launch, the Mirage.  It was quite a party at the Casino.  NT 

 

1900 Sept. 1  The SeaView RR was completed to East Greenwich.  SVRR. 

 

1900 Sept. 12  “The Casino burned only leaving the stone towers across Ocean Road as 

a remembrance.  The fire started in the Rockingham Hotel across from the Casino and 

quickly demolished the hotel, the Casino and Hazard block which was located directly 

behind the hotel.” Rush. The NT reported these additional losses:  Knights of Pythias 

Hall; the Burns block on Beach Row; John Murdock, the candy dealer and soda water 
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dispenser, Daniel E. Roake of the Bijou apartments; Price & Bannon, druggists; F.E. 

Ballou, boots and shoes; Dr. I.N. Wheeler, dentist; H.V. Gardiner, groceries; Kitaoka 

Brothers, Japanese goods; L. Small, tailor; an F.L. Bond, general house furnishing.  NT 
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Time Period 4 

Rebuilding, 1900-1914  

  

1900 

 

1900 Sept. 28  Mrs. Jefferson Davis sent condolences to J. Burns for the fire. 

 

1900 Oct. 5  Narr. taxpayers held a special town meeting to develop plans to the 

opening of Salt Pond. 

 

1900 Oct. 19  Narr. is to use the McTammany Voting Machine. 

 

1900 Nov. 16  Robert Graham Dun died in NY City.  Mr. Dun’s “Dunmere” at Narr. 

Pier is one of the finest homes in this country. 

 

1900 Nov. 30  The Narr. Pier Free Library opened in the Hornblower Block near the 

depot. 

 

1900 Dec. 7  The South Ferry farm was sold to the U.S. government. 

 

1900 Dec. 24  The Sea View RR granted permission to extend its track on Beach Street. 

 

1901 

 

1901 Jan. 25  J.C. Tucker moved to change the District of Narr. into a full-fledged 

town. 

 

1901 March 8  The harbor of refuge at PJ will take another $400,000 to complete. 

 

1901 March 29  The state legislature voted for Narr. to be a town as of June 1, 1901. 

 

1901 June 7  There was only one ticket for the town council. 

 

1901 June 28  The new America’s Cup defender, the Constitution, sailed near the shore 

of Narr. Pier. 

 

1901 July 5  The Gladstone introduced Grecian tents and Casino arrangements to 

replace the lost casino. 

 

1901 July 19  Four sports flashes:  (1) a 55 pound bass was caught off the rocks; (2) 

croquet is displacing golf at the Country Club; (3) the polo season was announced; and 

(4) P.F. Collier, noted polo player, broke his collar bone.  Collier was the son of the 

owner of Collier’s magazine. 
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1901 Aug. 2  Jack Bouvier of NY (father of Jackie Bouvier Kennedy Onassis) visited 

his aunts, the Misses Bouvier.  He is a polo enthusiast.  Also “Fighting Bob” Evans was 

at Willard P. Ward’s cottage, Breezecote. 

 

1901 Aug. 9  The Sea View RR will carry freight. 

 

1901 Aug. 30  Wu Ting Fang, Chinese minister to the U.S., is staying at the 

Mathewson.  He went bathing. 

 

1901 Sept. 27  More than 100 subscribers gave $951 to the street-watering fund. 

 

1901 Oct. 11  With first elections as a town both parties held caucuses. 

 

1901 Nov. 8  Democrats Joshua C. Tucker, Jr. (Senate) and Thomas G. Hazard, Jr. 

(Repr.) beat the Republican candidates. 

 

1901 Nov. 29  A severe storm on Sunday was the worst for many years. 

 

1901 Dec. 20  All of the children of Narr. Pier were invited with their parents to 

Canonchet for Christmas tree festivities. 

 

1902 

 

1902 Jan. 3  Martin W. Ekman, assistant keeper of Whale Rock lighthouse, drowned 

while attempting to land on the rock. 

 

1902 Jan. 24  William C. Clarke from South Kingstown requests Narr. to join in an 

opening of a permanent breachway from the ocean to Salt Pond. 

 

1902 Feb. 26  The Town Council approved J.G. Burns’ request to move the Continental 

Hotel to the beach. 

 

1902 April 18  The U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce approved:  $60,000 for the 

Great Salt Pond and $14,000 for the entrance at PJ Pond. 

 

1902 April 25  Archibald Clavering Gunter published The Surprises of an Empty Hotel 

about Narr. Pier. 

 

1902 April 25  The Sea View RR will abandon the trestle at Narrow River and build the 

track on solid land. 

 

1902 June 6  Republicans controlled the Town Council. 

 

1902 July 11  The Little Casino opened. 

 

1902 July 25  The initial horse show at the PJCC will happen on August. 2. 
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1902 July 25  P.F. Collier brought 40 hounds to Canonchet for fox hunting. 

 

1902 Aug. 1  Mrs. Benjamin Harrison lunched at the Imperial.  Cardinal Gibbons of 

Baltimore will be a guest of Dr. J.E. Sullivan, a Pier Cottager. 

 

1902 Aug. 1  Councilman Nye notified Chief Champlin of all places where gambling 

was conducted at the Pier. 

 

1902 Aug. 1  The July 19 issue of Collier’s Weekly had a highly favorable article about 

the Pier. 

 

1902 Aug. 8  Col. John Jacob Astor visited the Pier with Miss Alice Roosevelt. 

 

1902 Aug. 15  The annual lawn fete was held at St. Peter’s by the Sea and raised a 

goodly sum for charity. 

 

1903 

 

1903 March 27  John H. Hanan is having a gasoline boat of 144 feet build in Narr.. 

 

1903 July 3  The NY Evening Journal had a portrait of Herman Podrat of Narr. 

surrounded by his cartoons.  He is 15 years old. 

 

1903 Aug. 7  Col. A.J. Dexter of Boston—noted magnetic healer of Judge 

Chamberlayn’s blindness—is at the Metatoxet for August. 

 

1903 Aug. 21  President Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia is visiting Professor 

Brander Mathews at Shinglenook. 

 

1903   Aug. 21  The Duryea’s gave their seventh annual Panoramic Pictures at the 

Mathewson. 

 

1903 Aug. 21  Dr. Charles Hitchcock for the Sea Wall Committee requested a new 3 

foot wider sidewalk on the east side of Ocean Road, hopefully to be privately funded. 

 

1903 Aug. 28  The RI Reds defeated the RI Blues in bicycle polo 9 ¾ to 6 ¾. 

 

1903 Aug. 28  Alfred G. Vanderbilt of NY and Newport entered 6 horses at the Narr. 

Horse Show. 

 

1903 Oct. 2  It was reported that the completion of the breakwater will lead to the 

Pennsylvania RR using a large wharf at PJ for transferring passengers and freight. 
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1904 

 

1904 Jan. 1  A new automobile station is to be built at the old Rockingham Hotel site.  

A dynamo will be located there. 

 

1904 Feb. 19  The masquerade ball given by the Narr. Pier Volunteer Firemen was a 

great success. 

 

1904 April 8  The U.S. government dock at Ft. Kearney is nearing its completion. 

 

1904 April 29  James E. Brougham was feted after 37 years of service to the Narr. 

Steam Fire Engine Company in Peace Dale.  He was there at its beginning. 

 

1904 May 20  Louis Sherry will build a new casino on the lot of the old Rockingham 

Hotel.  A temporary casino will be used for a year. 

 

1904 June 10  The Narr. Republicans swept in an almost uncontested election. 

 

1904 July 1  About 750 people landed at the Pier,  Most were employees of the 

Lorraine Mills in Pawtucket. 

 

1904 July 15  The Sea View carried 3,000 passengers on Sunday.  The Prov. Sunday 

Telegram featured a well-written article on it. 

 

1904 July 29  The PJCC will host the national polo championship. 

 

1904 Aug. 19  Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. and Miss Lucy Aldrich were 

guests at the Imperial. 

 

1904 Aug. 19  Alton Wiles exhibited his art at the Gladstone.  He showed “Along the 

Rocks of Narr. Bay.” 

 

1904 Aug. 26  The NT noted a very harsh article in the Aug. 22 Providence Journal 

about liquor and gambling on Sunday at the Pier. 

 

1904 Sept. 30  The harbor of refuge was well used during the gale of Sept. 15. 

 

1904 Dec. 2  The former manager of gambling resorts on Beach Street—“Big Frank” 

Felton—was indicted in NYC on a murder charge. 

 

1905 

 

1905 Jan. 13  The largest storm in 19 years struck at the Pier on Jan. 7.  The Steamboat 

Pier was heavily hit.  The lighthouse on Whale Rocks was almost submerged. 

 

1905 April 7  An illustration of the new Catholic church was made. 
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1905 April 28  The Providence, Fall River and Newport Steamboat most likely will not 

run this summer. 

 

1905 July 14  The New Casino opened on Saturday featuring its Italian Gardens.  W. 

Herbert Caswell and John Hanan were lauded for their efforts. 

 

1905 July 28  Associate Justice Joseph McKenna of the U.S. Supreme Court and his 

family are at the Atlantic for the season. 

 

1905 Aug. 4  The annual lawn fete of St Peter’s Church was run by the women of high 

society. 

 

1905 Aug. 4  Polo results were given, featuring Mr. P.F. Collier. 

 

1905 Aug. 18  The North Atlantic squadron will visit the Pier today.  Rear-Admiral 

“Fighting Bob” Evans will be there.  A Naval Ball is to be held at the new Casino. 

 

1905 Aug. 25  The 28th annual meeting of the American Bar Association opened on 

Wednesday at the Mathewson. 

 

1906 

 

1906 Jan. 26  U.S. Senator Nelson Aldrich is pushing for a deep channel at the PJ 

Breakwater. 

 

1906 March 30  Thousands of bushels of oysters are being taken from Salt Pond. 

 

1906 April 13  An illustration of the new addition to the New Casino was drawn.  It is 

to be 136 ft. long and 33 ft. wide and adjoin the dining room. 

 

1906 June 5  Democrats took 4 of the 5 seats on the Town Council. 

 

1906 July 6  Brander Mathews wrote “The New Narr. Pier” in the July 7 issue of 

Harpers Weekly. 

 

1906 Aug. 3  The PJ RR was incorporated, hinging on the completion of the PJ  

breakwater.  The hope is to ferry passengers from Long Island and connect from there to 

other RRs. 

 

1906 Aug. 3  P.F. Collier’s new French racing machine—a C.G.V. auto (150 hp)—will 

be raced in Newport by Ned Crane, the well-known chauffer and racer. 

 

1906 Aug. 10  45 women sponsored a grand vaudeville entertainment at the new 

Casino. 
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1906 Aug. 31  An amateur society circus was held at the PJCC. 

 

1906 Nov. 23  The Schooner Lugano was wrecked at PJ and three lives were lost. 

 

1907 

 

1907 April 12  Irving H. Chase of CT purchased the “Miramar” cottage. 

 

1907 May 24  Two lifesavers—William G. Tucker and Fred Tucker—saved the 

assistant keeper of the Whale Rock lighthouse. 

 

1907 June 21  A movie theater came to the Burns Block. 

 

1907 June 21  Miss Inez Sprague threw a clambake at Canonchet for her friend Miss 

Anita Watson. 

 

1907 July 2  Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Truman H.) Newberry of Washington 

visited the Pier in an auto party and lunched at the Casino. 

 

1907 Aug. 9  The American Ambassador to Russia, Robert McCormick, sailed over 

from Newport with Oliver H.P. Belmont on the Tarantula.  The party had lunch at the 

Casino. 

 

1907 Aug. 9  Voters at the Special Financial Town Meeting unanimously agreed to 

build a fire station on Rodman St. 

 

1907 Aug. 23  Chief of Police James D. Caswell visited all gambling sites to get them 

to close at once. 

 

1907 Aug. 23  A petition to the Town Council from leading citizens called for the end 

of gambling at the Pier. 

 

1907 Aug. 23  Gibson Ave. was to become a public highway. 

 

1907 Sept. 27  A special town meeting is to be held to approve the moving of the town 

hall to a lot near Boon Street. 

 

1907 Sept. 27  One hundred and one members of the Standing Committee of the Narr. 

Betterment League were listed. 

 

1907 Oct. 11  J.C. Tucker is producing the  “Narr. Sausage.” 

 

1907 Oct. 25   Mrs. John Hanan gave a huge event at “Shore Acres.” 

 

1907 Nov. 8  A Democrat became the state repr. from Narr.—John Bromly beat 

Edward D. Taylor, 160 to 156. 
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1907 Nov. 22  Work on the new wireless station is moving on. 

 

1908 

 

1908 Jan. 3  The town hall is being turned around before its journey down Rodman 

Street. 

 

1908 March 20  The Town Council voted to have the Providence, Fall River and 

Newport Steamboat Company tear down its abandoned pier. 

 

1908 April 10  Francis S. Kinney died.  His mansion was built on the former property 

of the Mount Hope Hotel. 

 

1908 June 26  U.S. Senator Aldrich will host the Currency Commission at the Pier. 

 

1908 July 17  The Town Council appropriated $1,500 to preserve the bathing beach at 

the Pier. 

 

1908 July 24  R.I. Bishop Harkins dedicated the St. Philomena Catholic Church. 

 

1908 July 31  The Point Judith CC will host the National Tennis Tournament. 

 

1908 Aug. 14  Warren Fairbanks—son of U.S.V.P. Fairbanks—and wife were guests at 

the Imperial. 

 

1908 Aug. 14  $30,000 was appropriated for a sewerage system at the Pier to improve 

the beach. 

 

1908 Aug. 21  John G. Cross, a recent Harvard law graduate, brought gambling charges 

against owners of two Beach Street houses—George H. Cooke and William J. Britt. 

 

1908 Sept. 19  John G. Cross had Town Sergeant James D. Caswell arrested for neglect 

of duty to stop gambling. 

 

1908 Oct. 2  The Prov. Tribune belittled Narr. Pier for its open gambling. 

 

1908 Oct. 9  Town Sergeant Caswell was acquitted in District Court. 

 

1908 Nov. 20  The defendants in 5 gambling cases at the Pier were found probably not 

guilty. 

 

1908 Nov. 20  The old historical Baptist Church at Narr. Ferry is to remain in its 

present location. 
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1908 Dec. 11  Greene’s Inn will close for the winter months after being open each day 

since May 19, 1888. 

 

1909 

 

1909 June 11  The People’s Party swept the Town Council election over the combined 

Republicans and Democrats. 

 

1909 Aug. 13  The dinner tendered Gov. Pothier by Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hanan at the 

Casino was a brilliant success.   

 

1909 Sept. 10  It has been decided to build a new polo field at Wildfield Farms, in order 

to host an international polo tournament. 

 

1909 Oct. 15  “Canonchet,” the home of ex-Governor Sprague, was destroyed by fire. 

 

1909 Dec. 31  The highest tide in 25 years on Dec. 26 caused some damage. 

 

1910 

 

1910 Feb. 18  William Sprague wrote a memorial for Civil War officers urging the 

passage of the retirement fund.  It was published in the Congressional Record. 

 

1910 May 20  The old Casino arch is to be restored. 

 

1910 June 17  A Narr. Baseball Association was formed.  Their games will be played 

on a lot south of the ruins of Canonchet.  John Miller is the manager. 

 

1910 Aug. 12  Police Chief Caswell arrested anti-gambling crusader, John G. Cross. 

 

1910 Aug. 26  Mrs. Nicholas Longworth—“Princess Alice Roosevelt”—attended the 

polo matches in Narr..  She came from Newport with Mrs. Payne Whitney on the yacht 

Atlantic.  “Princess Alice” presented the PJ cups to the winner—the Meadow Brook 

team. 

 

1910 Aug. 26  Chief D. Caswell was arrested by Constable John G. Cross. 

 

1910 Sept. 2  A new 9-hole golf course will be built at the PJCC. 

 

1910 Oct. 7  The Narr. Pier Village Improvement Society was formed. 

 

1910 Oct. 7  The malfeasance case against Police Chief Caswell was dismissed by 

Judge Lewis. 

 

1910 Nov. 25  The new parish house of St. Peter’s was opened. 

 



 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

                                                                                                                                    4-9 

1910 Dec. 23  Edward D. White—a summer resident of the Pier at Needwood at Boston 

Neck for a number of years—has become the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

1911 

 

1911 June 2  The NY, NH and Hartford RR obtained control of the Sea View RR.  This 

acquisition is part of the plans of the Grand Trunk Railway Co. of Canada. 

 

1911 July 21  The PJCC polo tournament runs from July 21 through August.  The 

national Junior and senior championships will be decided. 

 

1911 July 28  The Colored A.M. Zion Church on Rodman St. was destroyed by fire. 

 

1911 Aug. 4  Dr. Charles Hitchcock led a group of 59 citizens in offering to purchase a 

steam fire engine. 

 

1912 

 

1912 Feb. 2  The NY Tribune lamented the delay of the PJ Harbor of Refuge. 

 

1912 March 1  The U.S. Government purchased the Hazard property for the new post 

office. 

 

1912 March 8  State Senator Caswell requested state approval for ten additional liquor 

licenses for Narragansett. 

 

1912 April 5  The Sea View RR will be electrified. 

 

1912 June 7  Voters gave Republicans 82 votes to 3 for the Democrats. 

 

1912 Aug. 2  U.S. Senator Lippitt and wife with a party lunched at the Casino. 

 

1912 Aug. 2  A fire destroyed four cottages at Kentara Green, three at Earlescourt and 

one was badly damaged. 

 

1912 Aug. 9  Matty Bennie, the well-known singer, made a hit at Café Baur with his 

song “Narr. Pier.” 

 

1912 Sept. 6  An original play “Hannah Robinson,” was presented by the young people 

at the Parish House. 

 

1912 Oct. 4  A Republican caucus replaced Sen. Caswell and Repr. Watts with Louis 

Taylor and Lewis A. Briggs. 
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1913 

 

1913 May 23  “Sunset Meadows” will be the new home of Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Depew. 

 

1913 July 11  The Russian Ambassador and Mme. Bakhmeteff visited the Casino.  

Mme. Bakhmeteff is the sister of John R. McLean, a cottager. 

 

1913 July 18  Mayor John F. Fitzgerald of Boston with a party of six lunched at the 

Casino. 

 

1913 Oct. 3  Howard Lapsley died.  He was a visitor to the Pier for 65 years. 

 

1913  Nov. 14  Albert Church, long-time Captain of the Narr. Pier Lifesaving Station, 

died. 

 

1914 

 

1914 Feb. 27  R.I.U.S. Repr. Peter Gerry was successful in getting a continuance for the 

Narr. Pier Weather Bureau. 

 

1914 March 16  Much damage was done at the Pier and PJ by a 75 mile an hour gale 

with rain. 

 

1914 July 10  Miss Emily Randolf married Philip Stevenson at Wildfield Farm. 

 

1914 Aug. 28  William and Inez Sprague have converted the front of their apartments 

in Paris into a convalescent  hospital for the wounded of all nationalities. 
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Time Period 5 

World War I, 1914 - 1921 

 

1914 

 

1914  Dec. 11  Life-savers rescue two off PJ. 

 

1915 

 

1915  Feb. 50  The Coast Guard replaced the Life Saving Service. 

 

1915  May 14  Charlie Chaplin is featured in “The New Janitor” at the Scenic Theater. 

 

1915  May 21  Mrs. Irving H. Chase is making many improvements at the Kinney place 

at PJ. 

 

1915  May 28  The Narr. Pier baseball team will play its home games at Sprague’s 

Crossing grounds, one of the best amateur parks in RI. 

 

1915  June 15  The Scarborough Beach bathing pavilion opens. 

 

1915   June 29  M.C. Bouvier opened a stock exchange branch at the Burnside Hotel on 

Beach Row. 

 

1915  July 9  The monster sea turtle captured off PJ was exhibited at the Pier for paying 

customers. 

 

1915 July 16  Sunday was a banner day for the Pier, most of the visitors coming in 

automobiles. 

 

1915  Sept. 10  Mrs. John Hanan gave her annual open dance for the local communities 

at the Casino. 

 

1915  Sept. 17  Former governor Sprague died in Paris. 

 

1915  Sept. 24  Over $5,000 was subscribed for PJCC for enlarging the golf course. 

 

1915  Oct. 29  Taxpayers vote $5,000 to complete South Pier Road. 

 

1915  Nov. 26  Prizes and premiums were awarded at the exhibition of SK and Narr. 

Poultry Association. 

 



 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

                                                                                                                                      5-2 

Jan. 06, 1916 through Sept. 1, 1916. 

 

1916 

1916 Jan. 28  Thomas Greene now has 28 raccoon skins and only needs a couple more 

to make a fine fur coat. 

 

1916 Jan. 28  A Free Lecture on (War) Preparedness takes place at the Town Hall. 

 

1916 March 24  With the death of Thomas G. Hazard at 92 years, James H. Gardiner is 

the new holder of the “Boston Post” Cane, as the oldest inhabitant in the town. 

 

1916   April 17  The chief engineer of the army opposed extending a direct channel 

through Salt Pond not less than ten feet deep to Wakefield. 

 

1916 April 17  Mildred Booth Grossman, the only granddaughter of the tragedian 

Edwin Booth, is married to C. Livingston Waterbury of New York.  Edwin Booth was a 

familiar figure in Narr. 

 

1916 May 26  Work begins on a two-storied building erected by the Sherry Casino Co. 

on the vacant lot in the rear of the new post office. 

 

1916   June 9  There will be a meeting on June 15 to consider the subject of forming a 

company of Boy Scouts in Narr. 

 

1916 June 16  John R. McLean, owner of the Washington Post and sometime occupier 

of the Kinney Villa, died.  His sister is the wife of Admiral Dewey. 

 

1916  June 23  August Busch, president of Anheuser Busch Brewing Assoc., has rented 

“Stonelea.” 

 

1916  July 1  $60 was netted by the Boy Scouts from the Preparedness Ball. 

 

1916   July 21  Miss Lucia Chase won the silver cup for dancing the one-step at the 

Casino. 

 

1916 July 21  Mrs. Irving H. Chase will host at Sunset Farm a two-week school as a 

National Service Corps for Women so to give American women an opportunity to 

acquire sufficient training to be of national service in the event of war. 

 

1916 Aug. 4  Misha Elman, the great Russian violinist, and other Metropolitan Opera 

stars will appear at the Mathewson Hotel to aid the Red Cross Society. 

Note:  One of the plusses of this effort was the rediscovery of the missing Jan. 6, 1916 

through Sept. 1, 1916 reel.  The RI Historical Society found the missing volumes in its 

vaults and made a copy available to URI.  Thanks to Sarina Rodrigues.  THANKS 

AGAIN, SARINA. 
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1916   Aug. 11  “Buster,” a 14 year-old Boston terrier and credited with 40,000 sittings 

for his owner—J.H. Hollingsworth, photographer—died when he was run over by an 

automobile. 

 

1916  Aug. 11  The new Casino Theatre opens and will hold over 800.  John H. Hanan 

funded the building and his son, Talbot Hanan, did the interior decorating. 

 

1916   Aug. 25  Joseph G. Johnson, who owned about 1200 acres of land in Boston 

Neck, died.  He was a farmer. 

 

1916  Sept. 8  The new military camp for women at Sunset Farm is on a tract of land 

donated by Mrs. Irving Chase. 

 

1916  Sept. 8  The Village Improvement Association continued its war on mosquitoes. 

 

1916   Sept. 15  Mrs. Edith Hanan led the effort to reopen the Towers by throwing a 

“Village Ball.” 

 

1917 

 

1917  Feb. 23  PJ Polo Club will host the National Series, Junior and open polo 

tournaments. 

 

1917  March 23  “Shore Acres” was rented to August Busch of St. Louis. 

 

1917  April 6  A branch of the National Security League of America was started in 

Narragansett. 

 

1917  April 20  A local W.C.T.U. chapter met here. 

 

1917  April 20  A special taxpayer’s meeting approved a new schoolhouse for the Pier. 

 

1917  May 4  Four firemen will be on duty each night during the season. 

 

1917  May 18  Senator Henry B. Kane of Narr. will present an act for women suffrage at 

the General Assembly. 

 

1917  Sept. 21  Frank L. Caswell is the first president of the Chamber of Commerce at 

Narragansett Pier. 

 

1917  Oct. 12  Miss Eleanor K. Chase married Charles P. Taft, the son of ex-President 

Willian Howard Taft and Mrs. Taft. 
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1917  Nov. 2  The Arlington Hotel is to be torn down to make room for bungalows:  “… 

the Pier at no distant day will become a resort known as one of many cottages and very 

few hotels.” 

 

1917  Nov. 16  The New Mathewson Hotel will be sold at mortgagees sale. 

 

1918 

 

1918  June 14  German aliens over 14 years old must be examined at the Pier post 

office. 

 

1918  June 21  The Narr. Pier C of C resolved that taxpayers approve a suitable sum for 

reconstructing the jetty on the bathing beach.  

 

1918  Sept. 13  Secretary of the Treasury William G. McAdoo—also Director General 

of the Railroads—stayed at the Emerson Villa as the guest of his daughter-in-law. 

 

1918  Dec. 6  A serious fire at the J.C. Tucker Plant destroyed garage and grain elevator 

and damaged store building. 

 

1919  Jan 31  The Narr. Garden Club led by Mrs. Avice Borda helped 23 boys and girls 

with plots at the Narr. Pier School. 

 

1919  March 26  The Narr. Village Improvement Association continued its three year 

effort against the mosquito pest. 

 

1919  May 23  Canonchet Farm, owned by Mrs. Borda, has a new employee, new dairy 

barns, 10 more Guernsey cattle, and a refurbished cottage and other buildings.  Mrs. 

Borda is also dredging the Pier Pond and adding grass plots to beautify Boston Neck 

Road and to control mosquitoes. 

 

1919  June 6  Prohibition will not hurt the cottage rental market. 

 

1919 June 6  Mrs. Borda purchased the Potter Farm of over 100 acres at Boston Neck.  

Mrs. Inez Sprague Stiness purchased Little Neck Farm, which includes the 

Pettaquamscutt Hotel.  A new bridge across the river will be built by the State. 

 

1919  July 4  Efrem Zimbalist, the well-known violinist and his wife, Madame Alma 

Gluck, the famous Metropolitan Opera star, are staying with Jascha Heifitz at Vinton 

Lodge. 

 

1919  July 4  Lou Carle Allen, an assistant town clerk, was the first women to register in 

Narragansett. 

 

1919  Aug. 8  Talbot Hanan presented 100 copies of his book of poems, “Thoughts,” to 

people on the lawn of St. Peter’s. 
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1919  Sept. 26  The restaurant at the Elms Cottage will close because of prohibition. 

 

1919  Oct. 24  Mrs. Avice Borda purchased the 200 acre Hazard farm near the north line 

of Narr. from the State Road to Narrow River. 

 

1920 

 

1920  Jan. 16  Mrs. John H. Hanan died.  She was born at the Pier and the daughter of 

Jeremiah Briggs of the Elmwood House. 

 

1920  Jan. 30  Talbot Smith Hanan dies at 27.  He had managed the Casino and Towers 

for the last 2 years. 

 

1920  Feb. 13 and Feb. 27  There was great difficulty in restructuring the finances of the 

Narr. Pier RR, as it was separated from the Federal Government, after the war-time 

emergency ended. 

 

1920 April 30   Polo will resume at the PJ Polo Club. 

 

1920 May 28  The WWI Memorial was dedicated at Sprague Park. 

 

1920  July 2  215 women and 194 men registered to vote in November.  Mrs. Caroline 

Knowles did register at 92. 

 

1920 July 30  Slot machines are clicking along. 

 

1920 Aug. 27  John H. Hanan died. 

 

1920 Aug. 27  With the end of the Seaview RR, local milk producers will use an auto 

truck.  

 

1920  Sept. 3  People like Capt. Isaac Emerson, Rowland Hazard, Mrs. Avice Borda, 

Mrs. Irving Chase, Dr. Charles Hitchcock, M.C. Bouvier, and W. Herbert Caswell are 

uniting to radically change the Pier. 

 

1920  Sept. 24  Further plans were made by the above group, now called the Narragansett 

Improvement Association.  Five thousand shares of no par value stock and 1750 shares at 

$200 par were authorized. 

 

1920  Oct. 15  The Gladstone Hotel will be torn down. 

 

1920  Nov. 5  Republicans swept the Nov. election.  Of the 218 women registered, 205 

voted. 

 

1920 Nov. 5  The Narragansett. Pier RR is in trouble.  President N.T. Bacon explored 

various solutions. 
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1921 

 

1921  Jan. 14  Prohibition enforcement officers raided several establishments. 

 

1921  May 13  The Kinney Cottage is to become the Carlton Hotel. 

 

1921  May 13  Taxpayers approved $5,000 for the Narr. Pier RR.  The Town will be 

represented on the Board of Directors. 

 

1921  June 17  The Pier Park Commission is doing considerable work at Sprague Park. 

 

1921  July 29  The Radcliff Chautauga met under the big tent on the Gladstone lawn. 

 

1921  Sept. 23  The new bridge over Narrow River is named the “Governor Sprague 

Bridge.” 

 

 

 

 



6-1 
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Time Period 6 

Flappers, 1922-1929 

 

1922 

 

1922   Jan 27  The Pier Orioles beat Wickford in basketball 52 to 39. 

 

1922 Feb. 10  A bond of $75,000  was requested from the General Assembly to 

reconstruct Old Point Judith Road to Kingstown Road. 

 

1922 March 10  The Pettaquamscutt Hotel will be raised. 

 

1922 Apr 14  James O. Watts, Narr. Town Solicitor, was elected Justice of the Second 

District Court. 

 

1922 May 5  Mrs. Avice Borda was granted approval to dredge Narrow River and to 

build a breakwater to give direct passage to the ocean. 

 

1922 May 5  A sketch of the proposed new school building for the Pier was shown. 

 

1922 Aug. 11  The first annual flower show is to be held at the Pier. 

 

1922 Aug. 18  General John Pershing visited the Polo Club to see the U.S. Army Four 

and Meadowbrook.  He was the guest of P.S.P. Randolph at Wildfield Farms. 

 

1922 Sept. 8  The Narr. Casino has been purchased by Capt. Isaac E. Emerson, a Pier 

cottager, from the heirs of John H. Hanan for $40,000. 

 

1922 Sept. 8  The first annual track meet of the Narr. Pier Athletic Association took 

place on the PJ Polo field. 

 

1922 Oct. 27  The Pier football team beat the Waterman A.C. by 18 to 0. 

 

1923 

 

1923 April 27  Mrs. Avice Borda left an estate of about $2,350,000. 

 

1923 Sept. 7  The Imperial Hotel burned to the ground. 

 

1924 

 

1924 Aug. 15  The entire proceeds of the Polo Ball at the Casino was given to the SC 

Hospital Fund. 

 

1924 Aug. 29  Waves, 15 feet high, did some damage.  Motorists came to witness the 

biggest storm in many years. 
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1924 Sept. 5  Mrs. Dorothy Randolph Fell married U.S. Representative Ogden L. Mills 

of NYC. 

 

1924 Sept. 12  The Coast Guard captured 528 cases of Scotch whiskey near the 

breakwater in the power boat “Maherhez.” 

 

1924 Oct. 3  The Narr. Improvement Association purchased the Taylor land near the 

beach. 

 

1925 

 

1925 Jan. 23  Charles F. Kenyon purchased the Lakeside Farm (210 acres) the 

“Foddering Place” (140 acres) and Ram Island (44 acres) from the Anne Hazard Land 

Co. 

 

1925 Feb. 6  Considerable damage to fishing boats was done at the PJ Breachway 

during an exceptionally high tide. 

 

1925 May 8  Frank Olivo became the proprietor of land just south of Scarborough 

Beach. 

 

1925 May 29  Trap shooting is revived by the new Narragansett Gunning Club at the 

old gunning grounds north of Sprague Park. 

 

1925 June 19  The NPRR’s new bus is serving the “Historical South County Route.” 

 

1925 July 17  George Gershwin is visiting Jascha Heifitz. 

 

1925 July 24  Senator Curtis of KS, Republican leader of the Senate, is here for the 

season and is visiting Pres. Coolidge at Swampscott, MA. 

 

1925 Sept. 25  The Narr. team became county champions by a 13 to 5 victory over 

Shannock. 

 

1925 Oct. 16  The new schoolhouse at the Pier was dedicated with appropriate 

exercises. 

 

1925 Nov. 13  The Narr. Golf and Tennis Club was chartered for land bordering on Salt 

Pond. 

 

1926 

 

1926 April 30  A coal-laden barge struck ledge off Tucker’s Dock. 
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1926 May 14  U.S. Govt. boats and pontoons are raising a sunken submarine in the 

breachway. 

 

1926 May 28  The  “Ocean View” is opening with 23 rooms on the 2nd and 3rd floors of 

the Clarke Block at Post Office Square. 

 

1926 July 23  A fishing boat from the breach way rescued 7 persons on a yawl in the 

breakwater. 

 

1926 Sept. 17  Rowland Robinson won the Sunday Series and Charles Fletcher the 

Wednesday Series of the New one-design class of Knockabouts in Salt Pond. 

 

1927 

 

1927 May 27  There was an ad for the PJ Marine Railway, just inside the breachway. 

  

1927 June 24  The Le Touquet held a supper dance with Meyer Davis’s orchestra—the 

best in the world. 

 

1927 Aug. 19  One drowned but 3 S.K. boy scouts saved a lady. 

 

1927 Aug. 19  The British Army-in-India polo team will face the Meadowbrook-PJ 

team. 

 

1927 Aug. 26  Miss F. Breevort Kane, a well-known sculptress, is visiting her parents 

after 7 years of work and study in France. 

 

1927 Oct. 07  A sampler made by Alice Hall in 1728 is on display at the Camden H. 

Clarke homestead in Pt. Judith. 

 

1928 March 30  The Wayside Inn is soon to open. 

 

1928 April 6  The Twin Willows on Boston Neck Road will be opening. 

 

1928   April 13  The annual Easter play “Wives to Burn” and fair at St. Peter’s Parish 

House are great successes. 

 

1928 May 4  An incendiary fire leveled the Revere Hotel, the oldest (1855) in the Pier. 

 

1928 July 13  The RI Assoc. Golf Tournament will be held at the PJCC. 

 

1928 Sept. 7  Miss Margaret Egan and Marshall Phetteplace won the dance contest at 

the Towers. 

 

1928 Sept. 14  The exclusive Dunes Club will be built on land given to it by George T. 

Naphen. 
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1928 Nov. 30  Walter J. Caswell won the Carlton Cup of the Canonchet Gun Club. 

 

1929 

 

1929 April 19  “Dunmere” practically destroyed by fire. 

 

1929 June 28  Efforts will be made to improve access to Salt Pond. 

 

1929 July 5  A special NT edition featuring Narragansett businesses needs to be 

reproduced professionally. 

 

1929 July 19  A gambling set-up in the Le Touquet led to two arrests. 

 

1929 July 19  Prohibition officers raided the Surf Hotel and the Bayview Hotel and 

seized much liquor. 

 

1929 Aug. 9  The Casino Theatre featured all talking-pictures. 

 

1929 Aug. 9  The Dunes Club hosted a colorful Gypsy Party. 

 

1929 Aug. 30  Rudy Vallee and his orchestra performed at the Dunes Club. 

 

1929 Nov. 29  $3,000 was voted for the drafting of a zoning ordinance. 
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Time Period 7 

Depression 1930 - 1938 

 

1930 

 

1930 Feb. 7  Nine men were arrested near Bonnet Point by Deputy Prohibition 

Administrator John W. Morrill.  The goods were worth $25,000. 

 

1930 Feb. 7  A new American Legion post, Eicke-Tefft Post, has recently been formed 

in Narr. 

 

1930 May 16  The town purchase of the Casino Green won 51 to 37 in a special 

meeting.  There will be a 25 cent tax on each $100 valuation. 

 

1930 July 25  The Surf Hotel on Beach Street was burned down along with stores on 

that block. 

 

1930 Aug. 01  An 18 boat race took place on Salt Pond for the PJ Knockabout 

Association. 

 

1930 Aug. 8  On Sunday, 7109 autos used Shore Road and 7399 used Boston Neck 

Road between 10:00 am and 6:30 pm. 

 

1930 Aug. 22  Harvey Firestone and family were at the Carlton Hotel, as 3 of his sons 

were in the polo tournament. 

 

1930 Aug. 29  The Jitney Players performed outdoors at “The Castle” of Mr. and Mrs. 

I. Peace Hazard. 

 

1930 Aug. 22  A new kindergarten class will start. 

 

1930 Aug. 29  Nicholas Longworth, Speaker of the U.S. House, was at the Dunes Club 

from his summer home in Jamestown. 

 

1930 Sept. 5  A tentative zoning map is displayed in the NT. 

 

1930  Nov. 21  There was a revival of interest in improvements at Salt Pond. 

 

1931 

 

1931 Jan. 30  Capt. Isaac E. Emerson died at 71 years old. He was the discoverer of 

Bromo-Selzer. 

 

1931 Jan. 30  The Casino was purchased by J.W. Miller, Jr. 
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1931 April 24  W.H. Caswell, the Town Clerk since Narr. was founded, died.  He was 

replaced by Mrs. Lou C. Allen. 

 

1931 July 10  General Michael Pleshkoff, formerly of the Imperial Russian Calvary, 

visited Capt. Charles Thomson of the Narr. Riding School. 

 

1931 Aug. 14  The first annual horse show was held at Canonchet Farm. 

 

1931 Aug. 28  Mr. and Mrs. I.P. Hazard held an Italian Fiesta at “The Castle” to benefit 

girl scouts. 

 

1931 Sept. 4  Work on the Casino Park included a bronze and gold fountain displaying 

dolphins given by Miss Sarah Baldwin. 

 

1931 Sept. 25  The first synagogue service was held at Louis Kaplan’s restaurant on 

Beach Street. 

 

1931 Oct. 16  By a close 42 to 36 vote, Narr. will buy the Hotel de la Plage for $34,400 

and tear it down. 

 

1931 Nov. 20  Twin Willows was gutted by fire. 

 

1931 Dec. 18  Unemployed are to raze the Hotel de la Plage under the direction of the 

building inspector. 

 

1932 

 

1932 Jan 1  Twenty-eight unemployed mill workers raze the Hotel de la Plage, directed 

by Narragansett Building Inspector, Franklin L. Caswell. 

 

1932 Jan. 15  The former Presbyterian Church is being refurbished to house a local boy 

scout troop. 

 

1932 Jan. 22  A six-year plan for refurbishing Narr. was submitted by the Town 

Council president Frederick Hazard. 

 

1932   Feb. 12  Federal men seize the bar at Bay View Hotel on Congdon Street. 

 

1932 May 6  The Citizens’ Ticket was chosen over the Republicans with 577 votes 

cast. 

 

1932 June 2  PJ Ship wins the Sea Scout Regatta on PJ Pond. 

 

1932 July 8  Police will regulate attire on Narragansett Beach. 
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1932 Aug. 12  The Ladies Improvement Association will meet at the Avice Sprague 

Memorial Community House at the corner of Boon and Rodman.  [This is probably Mrs. 

Avice Weed Sprague Wheaton Borda.] 

 

1932 Sept. 16  Ambassador Mark Peter of Switzerland and his wife summered at the 

Morningside. 

 

1932 Nov. 11  Republicans carry the election. 

 

1932 Dec. 16  Narragansett Sea Scouts will receive a Navy cutter. 

 

1933 

 

1933 Feb. 24  Councilman Westlake wants to build a dock for his fish business at the 

Breachway. 

 

1933 Feb. 24  Wescott Smith, long-time supervisor of roads, died. 

 

1933 March 24  Democrat Joe Miller will oppose Republican incumbent Mrs. Lou 

Allen for the Town Clerk position, marking the first contest for that position. 

 

1933 May 5  Republicans sweep over the Democrats and Citizens tickets. 

 

1933 June 16  The golf team of the Narr. CC beat the West Warwick team 12 to 3. 

 

1933 June 30  Aetna Co. held an  outing at the Scarborough Beach Club. 

 

1933 July 21  The Narr. Legion will host 400 legionnaires at the Scarborough Beach 

Club. 

 

1933 Aug. 4  Rudy Vallee and his Connecticut Yankees with Alice Faye will play at the 

Casino. 

 

1933 Aug. 25  Narr. will have no polo this year. 

 

1933  Sept. 1 or 8  The RI Unemployment Relief Commission will build a new 

recreation field on land next to Sprague Park.  This land has been granted free to the 

Town for 10 years by Gov. Sprague’s granddaughter Mde. du Chazaud of France. 

 

1933 Sept. 8  Fire destroys Point Judith Coast Guard Station. 

 

1934 

 

1934 Jan. 12  Mrs. (Jenness) Arthur N. Peckham of SK gave a recent history of the 

complex Salt Pond issue. The WPA was the savior of this project, via the RI Harbor 
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Commission.  Charles Champlin of Narragansett is seeking funding for the engineering 

study by that town. 

 

1934 April 6  A person using the pen-name of “Jolly Roger” attacked Mrs. Peckham. 

 

1934 April 13  Mrs. Peckham answered the 5000 miles away “Jolly Roger.”  She stated 

that progress had been attempted for nearly 60 years.  (Mrs. Jenness R. Peckham deserves 

plaudits 82 years later for her 1934 effort). 

 

1934 April 27  Mrs. Peckham was appointed by Gov. Green to represent RI at the 

annual meeting of the Rivers and Harbors Congress in Washington, D.C. 

 

1934 May 11  The layout of the PJ Pond project and a discussion of it was made.  It 

was #28 of the 28 Public Works Projects in a referendum election on May 18.  It passed. 

 

1934 Aug. 31  A successful Ambulance Ball almost funded the ambulance.  The 

remainder will hopefully come via small donations in a mailer. 

 

1934 Nov. 23  W.H. Taylor at 84 of FL wrote a song “Florida’s Bright and Silvery 

Moon.” 

 

1935 

 

1935 Feb. 8  A town planning board for WPA projects was established. 

 

1935 May 24  A summer cottager, Benjamin Sullivan, purchased an oil painting of 

Narr. Pier Beach in 1865, done by W.H. Taylor – a direct descendant of President 

Zachary Taylor. 

 

1935 Aug. 2  M.C. Bouvier of the NY Stock Exchange died. 

 

1935 Aug. 9  An audience of 1500 attended at “Casa Nostra” for “Animated Magazine” 

for South County charities. 

 

1935 Oct. 16  79 voted “No” and 61 voted “Yes” for the proposed project for the 

bathing beach. 

 

1935 Dec. 6  Gov. Green inspected several projects in Point Judith. 

 

1936 

 

1936 Jan. 31  The Scarborough Beach project is one of the 14 WPA projects in RI. 

 

1936 April 24  A second spring concert of the Narragansett Choral Society is to take 

place at the Narr. Grammar School. 
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1936 June 12  After nearly 37 years, Rev. W.H.B. Allen of St. Peter’s Church was feted 

at the Breakers Hotel. 

 

1936 June 12  An ad for the PJ-Block Island ferry mentioned “Sailings from State Doc, 

Galilee, PJ.” 

 

1936 July 5  Duke Ellington will appear on July 24 from 8:00 pm to 4:00 am at the 

Casino. 

 

1936 July 31  A performance of the “Animated Magazine” will be held at the Hazard 

Castle. 

 

1936 Aug. 7  After an absence of five years, polo returned. 

 

1936 Aug. 14  Louis Armstrong and is famous Radio Band will be at the Casino. 

 

1936 Dec. 12  The Beachwood, built in 1865, was sold. 

 

1937 

 

1937 May 7  The combined “Democrats and Insurgent Republicans” — running as 

democrats — beat the regular Republicans 2 to 1 in the Town election. 

 

1937 June 18  The RI VFW will be at the Breakers Hotel for 3 days. 

 

1937 July 16  Mrs. R.H.I. Goddard will host at “Indian Rock” an exhibition and sale of 

the art works disabled veterans. 

 

1937 Aug. 6  Narragansett defeated Meadowbrook 16 to 14 at the Narragansett Golf 

Club. 

 

1937 Aug. 6  The National Junior Polo Championship games were held at PJ Polo 

Field. 

 

1937 Aug. 13  Much activity takes place at Salt Pond. 

 

1938 

 

1938 Jan. 28  Mrs. Inez Weed Sprague died suddenly at her home on Central St. 

 

1938 March 11  The PJ Branch of Southern NE Fishermen’s Assoc. voted unanimously 

against the RI General Assembly proposal to ban fish traps within 200 feet of the shore. 

 

1938 May 4  The Republicans regained control in Narr. in a relatively close election. 

 

1938 May 13  The WPA will soon complete the State Beach at Scarborough. 
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1938 Aug. 5  Mrs. Glenna Collett Vare of the PJCC scored a 78 at the triangular meet 

at the Misquamicut CC. 

 

1938 Aug. 5  The crew from the PJCG Station is trying to keep its surfboat 

championship. 

 

1938 Aug. 12  Former Narr. solicitor, Dennis J. Roberts, is here with mother, brother, 

and sister for the rest of the season. 

 

1938 Aug. 12  The 17th annual Horticultural Show is to be at the Narr. Community 

House. 

 

1938 Sept. 23  The Hurricane of 1938 (Sept. 21) was the “worst storm in history.”  

Damages and deaths in Narr. were unimaginable. 

 

1938 Sept. 30  More horrors were listed. 

 

1938 Oct. 7  The Narr. Development Assoc. published a 15 point improvement plan.  

The sea wall will be the first project undertaken by the WPA.  Descriptions of the 1869 

and 1815 gales were given. 

 

1938 Oct. 14  The Casino was condemned along with 13 other buildings. 

 

1938 Nov. 28  Narr. claimed the RI semi-pro football championship. 

 

1938 Dec. 2  Narr. Taxpayers voted to allocate $55,000 to widen Beach St. 

 

1938 Dec. 2  The Inez Sprague Memorial Fund is to be administered by the Eicke-Tefft 

Post.  The net income of $1,200 is to go to the needy of Narragansett. 

 

1938 Dec. 2  The directors of The Dunes Club will spend $120,000 to replace its main 

structure. 
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Time Period 8 

WWII, 1939-1945 

 

1939 

 

1939 Jan. 6  Rev. W. H. B. Allen, rector emeritus of St. Peter’s, died. 

 

1939 Jan. 13  Earl C. Whaley of Wakefield gave a “History of Fishing in PJ Pond from 

1815 to now. “ It is a must read. 

 

1939 Jan. 13  The Narr. C of C recommended town ownership of Narr. Beach. 

 

1939 March 24  All 250 voters approved the town’s acquisition and operation of the 

Pier Beach. 

 

1939 April 14  The Narragansett Salt Water Fishing Club heard a talk on deep sea 

fishing. 

 

1939 April 14  The town’s bathhouse will have 660 rooms. 

 

1939 April 21  Frank J. Smith was appointed chief of police with two other permanent 

officers. 

 

1939 June 2  The new Liberty Inn opened with its old bar. 

 

1939 June 2  A big ad gave the rates for the town beach. 

 

1939 July 28  The beach boardwalk is now open from 8:00 am to 11:00 pm. 

 

1939 July 28  The fence at the beach will not be removed. 

 

1939 Aug. 25  Red Norvo and his swing orchestra will play at the Casino. 

 

1939 Aug. 25  Ocean Road is to be widened. 

 

1939 Sept. 1  Betty Jameson, the new national woman golf champion, is visiting 

Glenna Collett Vare, former national champion.  Warner Keaney pitched Narr. to a 2 to 0 

win over Shannock in the RI-CT Baseball League.  Narr. is 11 and 1. 

 

1939 Nov. 3  Narragansett was chosen over NK for the first day cover sale of the 

Gilbert Stuart stamp in the “Famous American Series.” 
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1940 

 

1940 Jan. 26  Philip S.P. Randolph, Sr. died.  He owned the former John D. Austin 

farm (Wildfield).  The farm included the land for the PJCC.  He was the organizer of the 

PJ Polo Team. 

 

1940 March 29  A mission chapel, St. Mary, Star of the Sea, was authorized by Bishop 

Keough. 

 

1940 April 5  The Town Beach cleared about $14,000. 

 

1940 July 26  Tallulah Bankhead is at the Carlton Hotel. 

 

1940 Aug. 9  Mr. and Mrs. I. Peace Hazard are hosting seven English evacuees at “The 

Castle.” 

 

1940 Aug. 23  Glenn Miller drew 5,000 at the Casino. 

 

1940 Sept. 20  The Narr. Townies won its 26th straight baseball victory. 

 

1941 

 

1941 Jan. 24  “Spotters” met at the Dunes Club to locate “enemy” planes. 

 

1941 March 14  The cliff walk between the former Tucker Dock and the land of the S. 

Foster Hunt estate may be restored. 

 

1941 April 18  The Towers is being restored by Dr. Bolster, who also bought the old 

CG Station. 

 

1941 May 9  The new Ocean Rd. between the Towers and Beach St. was opened. 

 

1941 Aug. 3 (from P.J. 10/16/2014) FDR sails to PJ and is secreted to Newfoundland to 

meet Churchill. 

 

1941 Aug. 15  A Chinese Ball to benefit United China Relief will happen at the Dunes 

Club. 

 

1941 Sept. 5  About 1,500 persons attended the 3rd annual Narr. Salt Water Fishing 

Club Tournament.  The Narr. baseball team won its 41st consecutive game. 

 

1941 Sept. 12  Volunteers for the Civilian Airplane Warning Service are being sought. 

 

1941 Dec. 12  The Narr. Choral Society will be at the Narr. Grammar School for its 

annual Christmas Concert. 
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1941 Dec. 19  62 men and 54 women will be on duty to cover 24 hrs. a day at the 

Narragansett Air Raid Observation Post. 

 

1941 Dec. 24  300 people attended the Christmas Party given by the Inez Sprague Fund 

Committee. 

 

1942 

 

1942 April 10  Women of Narr. will be air raid wardens in the day and assist men air 

raid wardens during night emergencies. 

 

1942 April 17  I. Peace Hazard has been appointed chairman of the Narr. Salvage 

Committee by the head of the Narr. Civil Defense Council. 

 

1942 Sept. 25  There was a list of Narr. men in the service. 

 

1942 Oct. 9  Narragansett’s scrap metal drive collected 60 tons. 

 

1942 Nov. 6  Republicans narrowly defeat Democrats in statewide elections. 

 

1943 

 

1943 March 19  The first meeting of Narragansett’s Victory Garden Committee is 

called by Miss Edith E. Tucker with approval of Mrs. Caleb Mann, director of Women’s 

Defense Activities. 

 

1943 July 23  200 orphaned or underprivileged children will profit by health-building 

camp life this summer because the Jewish Children’s Home and Foundation of RI believe 

war conditions make it more necessary than ever that Camp Jori be operated as usual. 

 

1944 

 

1944 Feb. 25  The Narr. Town Council approved a post-war planning board for the 

town. 

 

1944 April 14  Corporal Arthur Andersen, Jr. graduated as a “Sharpshooter of the Sky.” 

 

1944 May 5  Democrats win 6 of 8 contests in Narr. 

 

1944 May 19  Pte. Kathryn Chappell of the Canadian Women’s Army Corp. is visiting 

her parents at Inez St.   Lieut. Ann D. Bruce of the WAVES is transferred to Shawnee, 

OK. 

 

1944 July 14  The Narr. C of C favors the development of PJ harbor as a post-war 

project. 
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1945 

 

1945 Jan. 26  Belgian square was named to honor Lt. Col. Peckham of Narr. 

 

1945 June 22  SK and Narr. will get bus service to NYC for the first time. 

 

1945 June 29  Princess Windish-Graetz is at Wildfield Farms on the Cliffs. 

 

1945 Aug. 3  Wrestling will be at the Casino. 

 

1945 Aug. 10  Ali Jawdat, minister from Iraq, and family are at the Dunes Carlton. 

 

1945 Oct. 5  Troop 1 of Narr. Boy Scouts will conduct a Victory Paper Drive. 
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Time Period 9 

Cold War 1946-1954 

 

1946 

 

1946 March 15  The Towers Ice Cream Bar placed an ad. 

 

1946 March 22  A roof garden at Scarborough Beach will feature concessions and a 

natural aquarium. 

 

1946 May 10  Democrats win 3 of the 5 town council seats. 

 

1946 Aug. 9  David Niven is visiting Mr. and Mrs. F. Warren Pershing on Ocean Road. 

 

1946 Aug. 23  The SK Rangers bet the Narr. Townies 4 to 2 to even up the “Little 

World Series.” 

 

1946 Aug. 30  Narr. Townies beat the SK Rangers in the SC’s “Little World Series.” 

 

1946 Oct 11  Chester Whaley game warden for Washington County bemoaned the loss 

of natural resources due to increased population and draggings. 

 

1946 Nov. 8  Rev. William J. Gordon, chief missionary to Eskimos, will be a part of a 

Convocation at St. Peter’s. 

 

1947 

 

1947 Jan. 17  George M. Westlake was chosen as chairman of the RI Senate Fisheries 

Committee. 

 

1947 Feb. 14  Residents of Jerusalem and Galilee were invited to discuss beach erosion 

at a meeting at town hall.  [This is the first NT reference to Jerusalem.] 

 

1947 March 21  The Narr. Teachers’ Association requested a standardized contract and 

a wage increase. 

 

1947 March 21  A Striped Bass Derby from Sept. 1 to Oct. 15 will extend the summer 

season. 

 

1947 June 13  Eddie Zack and his Dude Ranchers with Cousin Ritchie and the Dude 

Ranch Sweethearts will be at the Casino. 

 

1947 July 11  The former Polish Ambassador and his wife are visiting with Mr. and 

Mrs. Antoine Gazda. 
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1947 Aug. 1  Tomorrow night Vaughan Monroe will be on a world-wide broadcast 

from the Casino. 

 

1947 Aug. 1  U.S. Sen. McGrath and wife are at their summer home, Sunnybrook. 

 

1947 Aug. 8  A brief history of the Towers was given. 

 

1947 Aug. 8  Sammy Kaye will also be on a world-wide broadcast from the Casino. 

 

1947 Oct. 10  A brief history of the NPRR was given.  It was purchased by Royal Little 

in 1946 “whose Textron empire is national news.” 

 

1947 Oct. 24  The PJ Fishermen’s Co-op was founded. 

 

1947 Dec. 19  Petitions to hold a biennial election and to increase the School Board 

from 3 to 5 will be heard at a public meeting. 

 

1948 

 

1948 June 25  PJY Club opened its second season. 

 

1948 July 23  The Narr. C or C endorsed two breakwaters at either end of the Pier 

beach front. 

 

1948 Oct. 29  An artillery battery was activated at Camp Varnum by the RI Nat. Guard. 

 

1949 

 

1949 March 11  The Narr. Planning Board recommended a 750 foot jetty at the south 

end of the beach to prevent erosion. 

 

1949 April 22  8 wooden buildings at Fort Green are to be sold. 

 

1950 

 

1950 Feb. 3  The First Baptist Church of Narr. will feature a talk by Rev. Harold A. 

Allen, a radio preacher. 

 

1950 Feb. 17  Gov. and Mrs. Pastore purchased the Bosworth House on the southerly 

side of Clarke Road in PJ. 

 

1950 Feb. 24  Exchange Place has been renamed “Memorial Square.” 

 

1950 March 24  A fire destroyed the Boy Scout Community Hall on Boon Street. 
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1950 April 21  21 residents of Jerusalem protested the zoning change of 23 state acres 

from Residential B and Business D to Commercial E. 

 

1950 May 12  Only 125 persons attend the Annual Financial Town Meeting and 

approved the work of the budget committee. 

 

1950 July 21  Two articles featured Glenna Collett Vare of the PJCC. 

 

1950 Aug. 12  U.S. Attorney Gen. McGrath was pictured with his guest, the Duke of 

Winsor, a couple of years ago at Narr. 

 

1950 Oct. 20  Canonchet Farm was sold by Inez S. DuChazaud to Canonchet Realty. 

 

1951 

 

1951 Jan. 19  John Oakley purchased the Dunes Carlton Hotel. 

 

1951 April 20  The Narragansett VFW protested the dismissal of Gen. MacArthur in a 

letter to President Truman. 

 

1951 July 20  Police Chief Smith was replaced by Lt. Newton of the State Police, after 

a riot at Moy Lee’s Restaurant on Beach St. 

 

1951 July 20  The PJYC is increasingly active. 

 

1951 July 27  Guy Lombardo and his orchestra attended a clambake at the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. Guy Burt. 

 

1951 Aug. 3  Hazard’s Castle was sold at public auction to a Pawtucket resident. 

 

1951 Aug. 10  Royal Little argued for either SK/Narr. subsidizing the NPRR or buying 

it. 

 

1951 Aug. 24  The 100th anniversary of the South Ferry Church drew 200 attendees. 

 

1951 Nov. 16  Elmer C. Crossley, Deputy-Chief, replaced F. Newton as Chief of 

Police. 

 

1952 

 

1952 Feb. 29  A huge Fishing Derby is planned by the Narr. C of C from May 15 to 

Nov. 1. 

 

1952 July 10  The contents of the Breakers Hotel will be auctioned. 

 

1952 July 24  The NPRR is suspending passenger service until repairs can be made. 
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1952 Nov. 6  “Republicans Register Clean Sweep at Pier.” 

 

1952 Dec. 18  PJ Co-op pays 6% of dividend. 

 

1953 

 

1953 Jan. 15  The NPRR notified the public of the discontinuation of passenger service. 

 

1953 Feb. 19  Jacob Dykstra was elected president of the PJ Co-op. 

 

1953 June 11  The PJ Golf Range on Old PJ Road was advertised. 

 

1953 July 2  Bishop McVinney dedicated the Retreat Center for Boys, Our Lady of 

Peace Retreat House. 

 

1953 July 19  Six Narragansett scouts will attend a week at Camp Yawgoog for the 

National Jamboree in Southern California. 

 

1953 Aug. 13  $35,000 was appropriated for a fire truck with an aerial ladder and the 

vehicle can be inspected at the Rodman St. Fire Station. 

 

1953 Aug. 20  The U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament lured sports fishermen to Narr. 

 

1953 Aug. 20  James Durkin is president of the five-year old Scarborough 

Improvement Assoc. 

 

1953 Dec. 10  RI Representative U.G. Cooper died.  He was in office since 1938.  He 

and his wife owned “Aunt Carrie’s.” 

 

1954 

 

1954 Feb. 18  Rex Coman won the special election to replace RI Repr. Cooper. 

 

1954 April 8  Brownie Troop 4 was presented an America’s Flag by the Narr. VFW. 

 

1954 June 24  Little League is in its fourth year and has enrolled 140 boys and 30 

adults. 

 

1954 July 8  Florence Brevoort Kane presented Pres. Eisenhower her sculptured bronze 

bust of him. 

 

1954 Sept. 2 and Sept. 04  Hurricane Carol caused immense damage in Narr. 

 

1954 Sept. 4  The NT editorialized that the 1938 and 1954 hurricane should be enough 

of a warning not to allowing rebuilding along Beach Street. 



9-5 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

 

1954 Sept. 16  Hurricane Edna was uneventful compared to Carol. 

 

1954 Sept. 23  A Beach Restoration Committee was appointed. 

 

1954 Oct. 7  Will Beach Street be cleaned up? 

 

1954 Nov. 4  Arthur L. Quirk, as First Councilman, and Joseph A. LaBelle, as Surveyor 

of Highways, are the first Democrats elected since 1936. 

 

1954 Nov. 25  The Narr. Planning Board released its map for an improved “Beach 

Street” and “New Boston Neck Road.” 

 

1954 Dec. 2  Governor Roberts gave a green light to Pier rebuilding program  ‘[As with 

the previous entry, I am unsure of what parts of these plans were implemented.  Much 

more study by others is needed here.] 

 

1954 Dec. 9  Narragansett voters, at a special meeting, voted 191 to 85 to appropriate 

$400,000 “to put the town back in the bath house business.” 

 

1954 Dec. 16  The 1955 U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament will be held in PJ on Aug. 9, 

10, and 11. 
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Time Period 10 

1955-1960 IKE 

 

1955 

 

1955 Jan. 6  Narragansett will open bids for construction of new beach facilities.  RI 

will build an 800-foot breakwater fishing pier. 

 

1955 Jan. 13  Narr. wants to limit the beach to residents and some others. 

 

1955 Jan. 27  Michael Traficante’s architectural plans for the new Narragansett Beach 

are beautifully displayed.  Names are “Canonchet Bathing Club; “Canonchet Club 

House;” and the open area of “Little Neck Pond” and “Lake Canonchet.” 

 

1955 Feb. 10  The Rev. Ernest M. Hoyt, Senior Chaplain of VA’s Bronx Hospital, will 

be the rector of St. Peter’s. 

 

1955   Feb. 17  Blue and Gold Dinner marks 5th year of Pier Cub Scouts. 

 

1955 April 21  The Narragansett Ground Observer Corps is used as the model for the 

U.S. and is the best in RI. 

 

1955 July 7  The Escape Road for Galilee relieves congestion. 

 

1955 July 21  The Narragansett School Committee chose 20 acres on Lakewood 

Highlands next to Sprague Memorial Park for the new school. 

 

1955 July 28  Tuna Derby reports 25 teams entered. 

 

1955 July 28  A children’s croquet tournament will be at the Sprague Memorial Field 

playground. 

 

1955 Aug. 18  Heavy seas cause two Pier drownings. 

 

1955 Sept. 01  A doll carriage parade drew many entries at Sprague Memorial Park. 

 

1955 Nov. 10  The Sea Breeze Improvement Assoc. of Sand Hill Cove was formed. 

 

1955 Nov. 17  Joseph Monahan is the Chair of the RI Open Salt Water Fishing Derby. 

 

1955 Dec. 15  The U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament returns next August. 

 

1955 Dec. 22  Gov. Roberts, after getting 800 signatures from PJ, announced an 128 

acre wildlife sanctuary between the new Galilee Road and Sand Hill Cove Road. 
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1956 

 

1956 Feb. 2  Artie Quirk from Narragansett was chosen the 1955 RI School Athlete of 

the Year.  His chief athletic skill was pitching.  [He spent parts of the 1962 and 1963 

season in the American League with Baltimore and Washington respectively.] 

 

1956 Feb. 23  The Anchorage on Beach Street was closed for 70 days for serving a 

minor. 

 

1956 April 12  The RI First Annual Open Salt Water Fishing Derby will run from Aug. 

14 to Nov. 3 with $13,500 worth of prizes. 

 

1956 May 31  Narr. Casino leveled by flames. 

 

1956 July 5  The Dunes Club hosted the annual outing of the RI Bar Association with 

400 members and guests.  Some of these availed themselves of the PJCC. 

 

1956 Aug. 2  The Planning Board revived a 1938 plan to move businesses inland.  

Businesses on Beach Street would be relocated on the west side of Boon St.  Beach Street 

would be higher.  Boston Neck Road would be relocated. 

 

1956 Aug. 2  300 houses will be built on the site of the former Narr. CC on Woodruff 

Ave and Old PJ Road.  The homes are the subject of a 16-page article in August’s House 

and Garden magazine. 

 

1956 Aug. 9  78 teams will compete for the fourth try at Galilee for the Atlantic Tuna 

Tournament. 

 

1956 Sept. 13  The PJ Yacht Club announced winning Junior skippers. 

 

1956 Sept. 13  Jacob Dykstra was allowed to construct finger piers and a retaining wall 

on PJ Pond. 

 

1956 Sept. 13  Governor Roberts and Senator Kennedy had lunch at the Dunes Club. 

 

1956 Nov. 8  The Christian Brothers acquired the unfinished Newberry mansion and 

105 acres to operate a novitiate.  Also the O’Shaughnessy estate on Boston Neck Road 

was sold to Thomas J. McNamara. 

 

1956 Nov. 29  The noted sculptress Florence Brevoort Kane died. 

 

1957 

 

1957 Jan. 3  The Narragansett VFW will replace its burned-out post home.  Sketches of 

the new building were shown. 
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1957 Jan. 10  A special financial town meeting will discuss the purchase of the casino 

site. 

 

1957 May 16  A small number of voters voted and approved a bond not to exceed 

$850,000 for a new school. 

 

1957 May 23  Over 400 pre-school children and young adults from 6 months to 20 

years old are registered for the Narr. Polio Clinic at the Fifth Ave. school. 

 

1957 June 27  John Verges was master of ceremonies at the dedication of Narragansett 

Memorial Post No. 5686. 

 

1957 July 18  A “For Sale” ad was placed for the Ocean View Hotel on Beach Street. 

 

1957 Aug. 15  The 1957 Tuna Tournament is off to a slow start. 

 

1957 Aug. 22  The residents of Great Island complained about the odor coming from 

Point Judith Dehydrating Processing Plant. 

 

1957 Oct. 10  Emilio Papa was elected President of the Narragansett Rescue Corps. 

 

1957 Jan. 23  John H. Stiness spoke on plans to extend the tourist season. 

 

1958 

 

1958 Feb. 6  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers met with town officials about the 

proposed beach barrier. 

 

1958 March 12  RI Senator Westlake requested $40,000 to restore Tucker’s Dock. 

 

1958 April 3  Senator Westlake resigns to be on the RI Board of Elections after 20 

years of service in the RI Senate. 

 

1958 April 17  The 75th anniversary of the First Baptist Church will be celebrated by 3 

events.  (See history of May 1, 1958). 

 

1958 May 15  Fire caused severe damage to Casa Grande on the Westerly side of 

Ocean Road. 

 

1958 May 29  The Christian Brothers will spend in excess of $1,000,000 to convert the 

unfinished Newberry mansion into a novitiate. 

 

1958 June 5  Night time blaze destroys Beechwood Hotel. 
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1958 June 5  Former RI Representative Coman is elected to replace Sen. Westlake but 

Democrat Harold N. Nichols is chosen for the RI Representative seat over Richard 

Caswell.  This is the first time a Democrat has won a RI Assembly seat since 1908. 

 

1958 June 12  A storm observation post will be set up at the Coast Guard Station in 

Point Judith. 

 

1958 July 5  Fort Greene is getting a new look under the Army Reserve Program. 

 

1958 July 24  The first annual NE Championship 20 Kilometer Marathon Run will be 

held in Narragansett. 

 

1958 Aug. 7  Bob Brown pitched a no-hitter for Wakefield against Narragansett — the 

Teenage League leader—and won 4 to 2. 

 

1958 Aug. 14  Over 2000 attended the Flower Show at the VFW Post. 

 

1958 Aug. 21  After the U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament ended with 51 giant blue fins, 

the RI Tuna Tournament will be held on Aug. 30 to Sept. 1. 

 

1958 Sept. 4  Wilson Boothroyd, Tom Greene, and Robbie Leonard won events at PJY 

Club. 

 

1958 Sept. 18  Two Vietnamese national police officers were house guests of Lt. and 

Mrs. Frank Robinson.  The two police officers are studying scientific police 

investigation. 

 

1958 Nov. 6  Republicans regained a RI Representative Seat with Richard W. Caswell 

beating Domenic DiSandro.  The Council goes 4 to 1 for Republicans in close tallies. 

 

1958 Dec. 11  Nine improvements for PJ Harbor and Salt Pond will be discussed by 

SK, Narr., at a public hearing. 

 

1959 

 

1959 Jan. 8  Fire, whipped by winds of nearly hurricane velocity, entirely destroyed the 

Narr. Marine Laboratory on South Ferry Road. 

 

1959 Jan. 22  The U.S. Air Force Ground Observer Corps. will be closed. 

 

1959 Feb. 5  Roger C. Albistan, an engineer with the U.S. Army Corps. of Engineers, 

spoke about plans to improve the beach economic area so to improve tourism.  These 

plans were endorsed by Narr. Town Council (NT 2/19/59). 

 

1959 March 5  The fifth seminar in the Narragansett Marine Lab series was given by 

Theodore A. Napora. 
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1959 April 2  Salty Brine, chair of the Easter Seal Campaign, has many different acts 

for the benefit of that charity. 

 

1959 May 14  Narr. Junior High students gave two evening performance of an abridged 

version of “Iolanthe” by Gilbert and Sullivan. 

 

1959 May 21 Rev. Paul E. McMahon of Col. John Gardner Road will sing his first 

mass at St. Philomena’s. 

 

1959 Aug. 13  Only one giant tuna of 458 ½ lbs. was caught on the first day of The 

Atlantic Tuna Tournament. 

 

1959 Aug. 13  Johnny Kelley won the 2nd Annual N.E. Marathon (12 ½ miles) by a 

whole mile of the second place runner. 

 

1959 Aug. 20  Teachers in SK, Narr. and Jamestown will vote on social security 

coverage. 

 

1959 Sept. 10  Fort Kearney will be the site of the first state-owned and operated 

Nuclear Science Center in the U.S. 

 

1959 Dec. 16  The newly constructed Junior High School on Mumford Road finally 

opens. 

 

1960 

 

1960 Jan. 7  Narragansett and SK are favorably disposed to a $2 million hurricane 

projection project with the Federal Government paying 70% for Matunuck and Point 

Judith Pond. 

 

1960 Jan. 28  The Narragansett Beach Commission favors a new ballroom and a 

swimming pool. 

 

1960 May 5  Twelve students from the 9th Grade Civics class visited the UN. 

 

1960 June 2  The family of the late Peter Engledrun left the town an 1898 photo by W. 

Davidson of the “Pier Beach in its Heyday.” 

 

1960 June 2  The Narragansett C of C will sponsor a children’s Fishing Rodeo. 

 

1960 June 30  RI will start rebuilding Monahan’s Dock to result in an 281 foot pier. 

 

1960 July 14  The 2nd annual RI Life Saving Week was held successfully at the Pier. 
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1960 July 21  Pros and Cons (about cost of) greeted the issue of sewers in Scarborough 

area. 

 

1960 July 21  There was hope that a combination aquarium, marine land and museum 

would happen near the new marine lab. 

 

1960 July 21  The Narr. Marine Laboratory has a new building in operation at Fort 

Kearney. 

 

1960 July 28  Construction of the expanded PJ Dehydrating Process Co. is happening. 

 

1960 Aug. 4  Buster Crabbe ranks Narr. as the best skin diving territory in NE. 

 

1960 Aug. 18  This year’s Atlantic Tuna Tournament started slowly but picked up. 

 

1960 Aug. 18  Gulf Oil Co. offered the former Casino property to Narr. for $38,000. 

 

1960 Aug. 18  The Narr. Café will sponsor a pet show. 

 

1960 Aug. 18  The Narr. Marine Lab of URI is studying SC ponds and rivers. 

 

1960 Sept. 1  St. Philomena’s parochial school on Boon St. and Rodman will be the 

first Catholic School in Narragansett. 

 

1960 Sept. 15  Prior notification of the storm modified the effects of Hurricane Donna. 

 

1960 Sept. 22  James & Louisa Briggs petitioned successfully the Town Council for 

300 lots to comprise a new residential development. 

 

1960 Sept. 22  A large cattle barn at Canonchet Farms was destroyed by fire. 

 

1960 Oct. 6  The Charles J. Fish Oceanographic Lab will be dedicated. 

 

1960 Nov. 11  For the first time since 1936, the Democrats win control of the Town 

Council. 

 

1960 Dec. 29  Judge James O. Watts was honored by the Town Council for his 38 years 

of service to the town. 
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Time Period 11 

JFK, LBJ, 1961-1968 

 

1961 

 

1961 Feb. 2  Narr. plans to extend its sewer system, especially in the “uncivilized” 

Scarborough and Great Island areas. 

 

1961 Feb. 23  SK and Narr. plan for a regional sewer system. 

 

1961 March 2  Gov. Notte will not delay the updating of rentals on state property in 

Galilee. 

 

1961 March 9  SK and Narr. received a multi-purpose plan for the PJ Pond area from 

the Army Corps. of Engineers. 

 

1961 March 23  The NT revisited a 44-year old plan to build a Pier to stop the decay of 

Narr.. 

 

1961 April 6  Three new Class B liquor licenses were added.  There were four more 

awaiting action. 

 

1961 April 27  Two URI professors of agriculture economics and a professor biological 

oceanography will study the RI fishing industry. 

 

1961 April 27  The U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament will be in PJ again. 

 

1961 May 11  The NT editorialized on the mess in the Casino area. 

 

1961 May 11  John A. Knauss is the new Dean of the URI Graduate School of 

Oceanography. 

 

1961 June 22  After 34 years of annual services, the South Ferry Church will hold 

weekly summer services. 

 

1961 June 29  Young gangs during the summer months will have their “rowdyism” 

controlled by new ordinances. 

 

1961 July 27  The Third Annual Auto-Rama will be held on Sunday. 

 

1961 Aug. 10  The 4th Annual RI Tuna Tournament will be held on VJ weekend. 

 

1961 Aug. 17  Giro’s was 11 and 0 and Iggy’s 9 and 1 to lead the local softball league. 
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1961 Sept. 14  Congregation Beth David will hold groundbreaking ceremonies for its 

synagogue. 

 

1961 Sept. 14  Tony Blair caught a 758 lbs. tuna to lead the Atlantic Tuna Tournament. 

 

1961 Oct. 12  The RI Oceanarium Inc. sold 12 ½ acres adjoining the Narr. Marine Lab 

to URI. 

 

1961 Oct. 26  The Narr. Pier Free Library building on Kingstown Road is to be 

dedicated. 

 

1961 Nov. 2  Marilyn Trainor will be a missionary in Dutch New Guinea and was 

commissioned at the First Baptist Church. 

 

1961 Dec. 7  David Rubien wanted to build a motel on Beach Street, once occupied by 

the old Town Beach Pavilion. 

 

1961 Dec. 28  Thirty people contributed $39,500 to buy the land formerly occupied by 

the Casino.  Twelve contributors of $2,500 were:  Mrs. Wallace Campbell; Mr. and Mrs. 

Gerald Donovan; Mr. and Mrs. A.C. Ewing; Thomas Ewing III; Mrs. R.H. Ives Goddard; 

Mr. and Mrs. F.R. Hazard; Mr. and Mrs. R. Henry 2nd; Margaret B. Levey; Royal Little; 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M.F. Ott; F. Warren Pershing; and Mr. and Mrs. E.H. Vare, Jr.  The 

land was to be a public park. 

 

1962 

 

1962 Jan. 11  A shopping center development was proposed at the old Country Club 

property, near the U.S. Route 1 relocation project. 

 

1962 Feb. 1  Councilman Houston explored the possibility of constructing a breakwater 

for a boat harbor at Tucker’s Dock. 

 

1962 Feb. 15  The School Committee did not include salary increases for teachers in its 

budget request. 

 

1962 Feb. 22  The Narr. Town Council endorsed the PTA proposal for a non-partisan 

school board. 

 

1962 Feb. 15  The U.S. Army Engineer Division proposed many changes for the Point 

Judith area for hurricane protection, beach erosion, and navigation improvement at Point 

Judith. 

 

1962 March 22  Galilee will host the U.S. Atlantic tuna Tournament for the 10th 

consecutive year. 
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1962 May 3  U.S. Representative Fogarty said emergency measure will be taken 

immediately to alleviate dangerous shoaling conditions in the Point Judith Breachway. 

 

1962 May 17  The Breakers Hotel will reopen after almost three years. 

 

1962 Aug. 9  Capt. J. Everett Clark claimed that he named “Galilee” and “Jerusalem.” 

 

1962 Aug. 23  Winners announced in Annual Narr. Flower Show. 

 

1962 Sept. 13  Frederick R. (Fritz) Hazard dies. 

 

1962 Sept. 13  Four URI scientists left on the maiden voyage of the Trident from San 

Diego to RI. 

 

1962 Sept. 20  U.S. Rep. Fogarty lobbied for the PJ project before the U.S. House 

Committee on Public Works. 

 

1962 Oct. 4  There was a photo of the construction of a new annex at St. Peter’s. 

 

1962 Nov. 8  Republicans win back town council and school committee. 

 

1963 April 4  A brand new Narr. Little League will be formed. 

 

1963 May 30  The Atlantic House which recently changed hands will probably not be 

open this season. 

 

1963 June 20  Narr. Solicitor Judge Watts recommended a town-owned water 

company. 

 

1963 June 20  Narr. Town Council President, Richard Colvin, became temporary Chief 

of Police to replace the resigned Frank Robinson. 

 

1963 June 27  There was a ten-day suspension of the liquor license at the Surf Hotel for 

sale to minors. 

 

1963 July 18  The Dept. of HEW appropriated $206,800 for sewers in Scarborough. 

 

1963 July 18  A Narr. Legion member threatened a reporter after an illegal gambling 

incident at the Eicke-Tefft Post. 

 

1963 July 18  The two-day Narr. Festival is expecting more attendees than the 3,000 for 

last year. 

 

1963 July 25  Owners of the Carlton Hotel face a gambling charge before the Town 

Council. 
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1963 July 25  The RI Tuna Tournament has more registrations than 1962. 

 

1963 Aug. 22  The Annual Flower Show sponsored by the Narr. Garden Club and the 

Narragansett C of C attracted a continuous flow of visitors during Saturday and even 

greater numbers on Sunday. 

 

1963 Aug. 29  John W. Miller announced plans for a salt water pool and heated salt 

water baths at ocean side. 

 

1963 Sept. 12  The PJ Yacht Club had the most activity in its history. 

 

1963 Oct. 10  An estimate of $92,000 for the dredging of Narrow River north of 

Sprague Bridge was received by the Rural Area Development Committee. 

 

1963 Oct. 17  NK and Narr. were satisfied with a joint effort for children of limited 

ability. 

 

1963 Oct. 17  The Mettatuxet Community Hall has been completed. 

 

1963 Oct. 24  The Trident logged 30,000 miles in 11 scientific cruises in the first year 

at URI. 

 

1963 Nov. 7  The Narr. Planning Board refused to endorse the purchase of the VFW 

Hall on Kingstown Road. 

 

1963 Dec. 12  The NT editorialized that Galilee, if improved by the State, could be self-

sustaining. 

 

1963 Dec. 19  The U.S. Dept. of Interior will study sports fishing at Ft. Kearney as part 

of a U.S. Govt. investment of $3,500,000 at URI’s Narr. Bay Campus. 

 

1964 

 

1964 Jan. 30  Twenty-eight persons from SK and Narr. from industry, fishing, 

government, restaurants, and educators propose a PJ Port Authority. 

 

1964 Jan 30  There was a photo of Major League Baseball (senators) Dave Stenhouse 

congratulating Bobby Lancaster, the leading hitter for the Hawks—Narr. Little League 

champions. 

 

1964 Feb. 20  Oceanography Prof. H. Perry Jeffries suggested shellfish farming. 

 

1964 Feb. 27  (Judge) Harold Arcaro paid $21,500 for the mortgage to the Towers and 

paid  $6,883 back taxes to Narr. 
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1964 Feb. 27  Galilee was once again chosen for the U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament, 

continuing its run since 1953. 

 

1964 Feb. 27  Galilee will host the 2nd annual Roger Williams Swordfish Tournament. 

 

1964 March 5  Graduate Dean Peter H. Nash (URI) said less nostalgia over the past and 

more enthusiasm for what Narragansett might become in the future as the guideline for 

successful planning. 

 

1964 March 26  The Narr. Town Council approved a zoning change for an 80-acre tract 

off South Ferry Road for the $900,000 oceanarium. 

 

1964 April 23  Three Narr. fishermen are still missing after searchers find the dory of 

the PJ vessel “Questions.” 

 

1964 April 30  A $1,165,000 research center devoted to the study of shellfish problems, 

will be dedicated in the 82-acre Narr. Bay Campus of the URI Graduate School of 

Oceanography. 

 

1964 May 7  John F. Toomey received a framed certificate of appreciation from the RI 

Heart Assoc. for outstanding performance in its record-breaking fund-raising campaign. 

 

1964 May 21  The 108 year-old Bayview Hotel, which in two locations and under a 

variety of names, is up for sale. 

 

1964 June 11  Henry Ise, Chief of RI Div. of Harbors and Rivers, blames inadequate 

funds and the fact that he is “compelled to hire help which is absolutely worthless” for a 

deterioration of state port facilities at Galilee over the past several years. 

 

1964 June 18  93 graduated from Narr. Jr. High before an audience of 1,000. 

 

1964 June 25  Class D and Class C championships of the RI World Golf Association 

were settled at the PJCC.  Class B and Class A will be played next week. 

 

1964 July 16  The 6th annual RI State Life Saving  Week in Narr. was announced by 

Capt. Roger W. Wheeler. 

 

1964 Aug. 6  A committee recommends cutting the work week of policemen from 60 to 

48 hours, the hours for firemen from 77 to 63, and adding 5 hours to the present 30-hour 

week for Town Hall employees. 

 

1964 Aug. 13  Summertime members will allow a new paint job for the South Ferry 

Church. 
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1964 Aug. 27  Peat, Marwick, and Mitchell estimated a cost of $15,000 for it to study 

the economic potential of Point Judith harbor facilities and of the feasibility of a self-

supporting, public port authority. 

 

1964 Aug. 27  The 7th Annual RI Tuna Tournament will be held at Galilee. 

 

1964 Sept. 3  An ad was placed for the Narr. Policemen’s Ball at the Hi-Lo Casino. 

 

1964 Sept. 10  75 Youngsters exhibited pets at the 5th Annual Pet Show in Narr. 

 

1964 Sept. 24  The Narr. Manor (formerly “The Carlton Hotel”) is now offering room 

and board for URI single male students and instructors. 

 

1964 Nov. 5  Democrats capture 3 of the 5 council seats. 

 

1964 Nov. 12  The Surf Hotel in Narr. was extensively damaged by a fire. 

 

1964 Nov. 19  The PJ Fishermen’s Co-op purchased the fish byproducts plant at 

Galilee. 

 

1964 Dec. 3  About 100 persons, including state and town officials, devotees of 

surfboarding, and interested observers agreed that bathing and surfing are not compatible 

at the same place at the same time. 

 

1964 Dec. 10  John F. Toomey was named Heart Fund chair of the Washington County 

Area “B.” 

 

1965 

 

1965 Feb. 25  Police Chief Colvin was reinstated.  However, his lawyer suffered a fatal 

heart attack during a town council meeting on Colvin. 

 

1965 March 25  The Narr. Town Council did not grant permission for an American 

Legion summer carnival, because of an illegal gambling booth at a Legion-sponsored 

carnival two years ago. 

 

1965 April 1  J. Anthony Hannold purchased the dormant Narr. Pier RR and is planning 

to open up with excursions and with freight. 

 

1965 April 15  There will be two new buildings at URI’s Bay Campus. 

 

1965 May 6  A move for charter reform in Narr. gains a lot of steam. 

 

1965 June 3  Construction will begin at Galilee in August on a 64-unit motel including 

a restaurant and two salt water swimming pools. 
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1965 June 24  Tom O’Hearn will be in Lima, Peru where he and 10 other RI schoolboy 

basketball players will embark on a four-week South American “People to People” 

basketball tour of five countries. 

 

1965 July 8  Twelve emergency water tanks for use in Narragansett’s drought-plagued 

North End will be available from RI civil defense officials. 

 

1965 July 8  The newly-formed Narragansett Preservation and Improvement 

Association will oppose the U.S. Corps of Army Engineer’s multipurpose hurricane 

protection plan and investigate alternative ways of protecting shoreline areas from the 

Towers north.  Among the 12 board members are:  Alexander DiMartino; Frank L. 

Hinkley, Jr.; Paul J. Choquette, Jr.; Bernard V. Bonanno, Jr.; Mrs. Lila Delman; and 

Royal Little. 

 

1965 July 15  A wind-swept blaze whipped through the Towers. 

 

1965 July 15  A hurricane protection plan for Narragansett first designed in 1939 and 

revived in 1954 will be an alternative to the Army Corps. plan. 

 

1965 July 22  Harold C. Arcaro, owner of the Towers, still hopes to preserve it for the 

town. 

 

1965 July 22  Narragansett and SK are hopeful for an agreement on joint use of the 

Scarborough Hills Sewer System. 

 

1965 Aug. 12  The Narragansett Town Council will hold a town vote on the Corps’ 

plan. 

 

1965 Aug. 19  Opposition to the Corps’ plan will center on a study of relocating the 

town’s business district to Boon St. 

 

1965 Aug. 26  There are 225 entries in the competitive groups of the Annual Flower 

Show of the Narr. Garden Club. 

 

1965 Aug. 26  500 U.S. Coast Guard Academy cadets will visit Narr. on Sept. 6 and 

will take part in a reception, band concert, and block party. 

 

1965 Sept. 2  The Point Judith Fishermen’s Co-op will open its new industrial fish 

processing plant at Galilee next week. 

 

1965 Sept. 23  The Town Council approved a private study to be done by Arthur D. 

Little Co. for $8,000.  It will study the feasibility of the so-called “Fritz Hazard” plan 

which razes a number of buildings on Beach Street, reroutes the street further away from 

the water, and makes a park of the present business district. 
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1965 Oct. 21  Narragansett taxpayers dealt a tremendous 480-6 defeat to the Army 

Corps of Engineer’s plan for multi-purpose hurricane protection plan. 

 

1965 Oct. 28  The NT editorialized that Narr voters turn their attention to structural 

improvements at Galilee. 

 

1965 Nov. 18  Charter Study wins easily in 5 to 1. 

 

1965 Dec. 2  512 new homes have been built in Narragansett in the last four years. 

 

1965 Dec. 16  A low-lying area of Sprague Park will soon become a large skating rink 

and may double in warm weather as an old fashioned fishing hole. 

 

1965 Dec. 16  A Port Authority is recommended for Galilee by a NY consultant. 

 

1965 Dec. 16  Seabee Harold L. Dame, Jr. returned to Narr. on leave after a six-month 

tour of duty in Chu Lai, Vietnam. 

 

1965 Dec. 30  John W. Miller dies.  He brought big bands and silent films to 

Narragansett and owned the “New” Casino. 

 

1966 

 

1966 Jan. 6  Arthur D. Little Assoc. recommend Harvard professor Charles W. Eliot to 

plan urban renewal within the mouth of Narrow River to the Towers. 

 

1966 Jan. 13  SK and Narragansett started to explore consolidation. 

 

1966 Jan. 27  The owner of the Towers said he has no intention to tear it down and will 

fix the roof. 

 

1966 Feb. 17  Police Chief Colvin bemoaned his lack of ability to discipline policemen. 

 

1966 March 3  The rock pile at Narragansett Town Beach concerned the Town Council, 

which asked the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to halt erosion at the south corner of the 

beach. 

 

1966 March 10  Associates of Royal Little—a Harvard grad—raised $500,000 for the 

Royal Little Professor of Bus. Admin. at Harvard. 

 

1966 May 12  Wakefield Water Co. refused to relinquish its rights for north end water 

rights. 

 

1966 May 19  The Narragansett School Committee established the first summer school. 
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1966 May 26  Governor Chafee signed a bill allowing the state to take title of the 

Towers. 

 

1966 June 23  Leo E. Fournier will restore the Towers with funds provided from the 

Narr. Preservation and Improvement Association. 

 

1966 June 30  The Bonnet Shores Terrace Assoc. strongly opposed an apartment 

building east of the new shopping center on Boston Neck Road. 

 

1966 July 21  The RI Public Utility Administration certified to the U.S. Govt. that 

Wakefield Water is economically unable to supply water to the North End. 

 

1966 Aug. 11  The Beth David Synagogue will dedicate a new Torah scroll. 

 

1966 Aug. 25  Narragansett School Committee took steps to acquired three future 

school sites. 

 

1966 Aug. 25  Rockland Street is the first town highway to get sidewalks under a 

program of putting sidewalks on one street a year. 

 

1966 Sept. 8  With reapportioned voting lines (“One Man, One Vote”), Senator Coman 

and Rep. Caswell will face a primary with two SK Republicans. 

 

1966 Sept. 15  The Narragansett Town Council approved a zoning exemption to allow a 

39 unit apt. bldg.. adjacent to the SC Medical Assoc. building. 

 

1966 Sept. 22  The federal govt. granted Narraganset  $489,000 to construct a 

municipal water system in the North End. 

 

1966 Sept. 22  Narragansett Democrats gave the proposed new charter unqualified 

support. 

 

1966 Oct. 6  Town officials revealed the possibility of a $4 million Apt. Complex 17 

stories high at Olivo’s Beach. 

 

1966 Oct. 20  Narragansett police asked for a 40-hour work week with 5 new full-time 

patrolmen. 

 

1966 Nov. 3  The Narragansett Highway worker will meet with Council 70, Am. Fed. 

Of State, Municipal, and County Employees. 

 

1966 Nov. 10  The new charter was approved but Republicans regained control of town 

council and school committee. 

 

1966 Nov. 24  The RI National Guard will greatly increase its use of Fort Varnum as a 

training facility. 
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1966 Nov. 24  Fourth and fifth grade students will be moved to six relocatable 

classrooms. 

 

1966 Dec. 8  Maxine Mason, a math teacher at Narragansett Jr. High, was selected as 

RI’s candidate for national “Teacher of the Year.” 

 

1966 Dec. 15  The Beach House Motel at Scarborough will add 15 rooms and a pool. 

 

1966 Dec. 15  The RI Dept of Natural Resources plans to allocate $500,000 to turn a 

Galilee picnic area into a 91-acre state park. 

 

1967 

 

1967 Jan. 12  URI Oceanography School’s Dean John Knauss was appointed by 

President Johnson to the National Commission of Marine Science, Engineering and 

Resources. 

 

1967 Jan. 12  Governor Chafee will deed the Towers to Narr. next week. 

 

1967 Jan. 19  Narragansett and SK will hold a public meeting to discuss joint dump and 

sewerage efforts. 

 

1967 Jan. 26  Narr. Girl Scouts will canvass for the annual “Mothers’ March” campaign 

for the March of Dimes. 

 

1967 Feb. 2  The Surf Hotel on Beach Street and Peterson’s Colony Motel will be sold 

by Narr. for non-payment of taxes. 

 

1967 Feb. 23  The old Carlton Hotel may be razed to make way for a motel with a 

swimming pool and restaurant facilities. 

 

1967 Feb. 23  The federal government approved six units for the elderly. 

 

1967 March 16  With Charlie Thomas scoring 68 points, the Narr. team is 10 and 0 in 

The Teenage League by beating the Mammoths 103 to 37. 

 

1967 March 30  Narragansett taxpayers approved a $650,00 bond issue for a 13-room 

Junior high addition. 

 

1967 April 6  The 7th annual RI Game Fish Award will run from April 16 through Oct. 

31. 

 

1967 April 20  The first Striped Bass Tournament will be held on Aug. 11-14 for 

between 4000 to 6000 striped bass and bluefish anglers. 
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1967 May 4  Plans for a new road and a revised traffic pattern at Galilee were 

announced by the R.I. Dept. of Natural Resources. 

 

1967 May 4  Sidney Kramer was appointed as redevelopment coordinator by the 

Narragansett Preservation And Improvement Association. 

 

1967 May 18  Taxpayers voted 172-122 to end the financial town meeting. 

 

1967 May 18  Narragansett town solicitor (Judge James O. Watts) argued that urban 

renewal can be gained only at the cost of regimentation by the Federal Government. 

 

1967 June 22  The Narragansett Citizens Com. For Urban Renewal completes the 

Housing Code, which is required by the fed. govt. before funds can be allocated. 

 

1967 July 20  A seven-lot tract between Mansion and Atlanta Avenues is site for 

elderly housing project. 

 

1967 July 27  It is possible that the fed. govt. would pay 75% and the state 12 ½% for 

Narr. urban renewal. 

 

1967 Aug. 17  Sidney O. Young, Jr. from NJ was named the first town manager. 

 

1967 Aug. 24  Freshman Skipper David Ousterhout and home-made PJ 15, “Pot 

O’Gold” were the victors at the PJ Yacht Club. 

 

1967 Aug. 31  The Narragansett Rescue Corps. has a new, two-bay headquarters 

building on Avice St. 

 

1967 Sept. 28  The Narragansett Zoning and Planning Board of Review vetoes elderly 

apts. on Mansion Ave. 

 

1967 Sept. 28  A five-member urban renewal committee was established with 4 

members appointed:  Alexander A. DeMartino; Douglas M. Rosie; Royal Little; and 

Edward Nigrellli. 

 

1967 Oct. 12  Narragansett dissolved the Water Commission and The Beach 

Commission, assigning those tasks to the town manager. 

 

1967 Oct. 12 SK and Narr. youngsters will canvas for leukemia-stricken children at St. 

Jude Hospital in Memphis. 

 

1967 Oct. 19  URI educators recommend that Narragansett and SK immediately 

regionalize their school systems and construct a new high school. 
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1967 Oct. 26  A proposal for an 120 unit apartment complex (in the old Narr. Country 

Club) was introduced for the west side of PJ Road about 1,800 feet south of Woodruff  

Ave. 

 

1967 Nov. 7  The SK-Narragansett. regional school study committee unanimously 

recommended creation of a regional school committee which would serve both towns. 

 

1967 Nov. 7  Construction has started on a 6 unit office building on the west side of 

Boston Neck Road. 

 

1967 Nov. 14  The 120 apartments were approved by Narragansett Zoning. 

 

1968 Feb. 22  URI and 2 west coast universities were awarded the first sea grants from 

the federal government. 

 

1968 

 

1968 Feb. 22  The newly-formed Sports Fisherman of Narr. started a campaign to 

obtain boat landing facilities between Anawan Cliffs and PJ, the dredging of Narrow 

River, and the reconstruction of a “cliff walk” between Tucker’s Dock and Scarborough 

Beach which was obliterated in the 1938 hurricane. 

 

1968 March 7  The Narragansett Town Council endorsed school regionalization with 

SK. 

 

1968 March 21  Narr. officials strongly opposed the state camp grounds in Galilee. 

 

1968 March 21  About 110 projects are at the Narr. Senior High School third annual 

Science Fair. 

 

1968 March 28  A state planner singled out the Boon Street/Continental St. area as 

being in bad shape. 

 

1968 April 4  Narragansett cub scouts had a display on Kingstown Road to remind 

motorists not to litter. 

 

1968 April 18  An ad “Why Regionalize Our Local School Districts” was placed by the 

SK-Narragansett League of Women Voters. 

 

1968 May 2  Despite rising and spiraling construction costs, home building in 

Narragansett is reaching record proportions. 

 

1968 May 9  SK voted for regionalization but Narr. voters went against it 443-325. 

 

1968 May 16  John A. Mulligan will be honored for his 18 years as Narr. Town Clerk 

at the Lighthouse Inn. 
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1968 May 30  Mrs. Dorothy (Randolph) Mills, widow of Ogden L. Mills, died in New 

York City. 

 

1968 June 6  Fire Chief Monahan and Police Chief Colvin, after two drown, call for 

water rescue operation within the Municipal Fire Departments. 

 

1968 June 27  School Superintendent O’Brien will try to regionalize with NK and 

Jamestown. 

 

1968 July 11  SK School Super. Sarkesian stated SK must either construct an addition 

to its high school or phase out students from Narr. 

 

1968 July 18  Robert C. Hindle, 17 years-old, will sponsor his 5th annual Jimmy Fund 

event in honor of his late sister.  The event is held on a miniature golf course on his 

parents’ lawn. 

 

1968 July 25  A request for a 32-unit motel at Narr. Ave. and Boon St. is before the 

Narr. Zoning and Platting Board of Review. 

 

1968 Aug. 1  Ted Williams and Curt Gowdy will enter the second annual Point Judith 

Bass and Bluefish Tournament. 

 

1968 Aug. 22  The Federal Government approved $204,500 for renewal planning and 

earmarked $2,275,000 more for construction costs.  The 28.5-acre area has the following 

boundaries:  Ouida St. on the north; Caswell St. on the west; Kingstown Road and 

Courtway on the south; and Beach St. on the east. 

 

1968 Aug. 29  Two (Horacio Iglesias, Argentina and Abdel-Latep Abou-Herf, Arab 

Army officer) tie in a 15 mile swim from Sand Hill Cove to Block Island.  Two others of 

the 17 starters finished. 

 

1968 Sept. 5  The Narragansett Zoning Board denied The Boon Street motel. 

 

1968 Sept. 5  NT editorialized about town council elections being at large, like that of 

the school committee. 

 

1968 Sept. 12  Charles A. Maguire and Assoc. found Narr. sewer plant inadequate and 

recommended SK and URI join Narr. in a regionalized sewerage system. 

 

1968 Sept. 26  The Fifth Ave. school has added relocatable classrooms, in addition to 

that at the Junior high. 

 

1968 Oct. 3  Two new buildings will be dedicated on the URI Narragansett Bay 

Campus, marking the first major expansion in eight years. 
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1968 Oct. 3  School Super. O’Brien wants to try again to regionalize with SK. 

 

1968 Oct. 17  The 73 year-old Ocean View Hotel burned. 

 

1968 Oct. 17  $1 million of a $7 million Natural Resources bond issue will be used 

mainly to replace the steel bulk heading to the water line. 

 

1968 Oct. 31  The SK School Board considers phase-out of Narragansett students. 

 

1968 Nov. 7  Democrats are seemingly in control, depending on absentee ballots. 

 

1968 Nov. 21  SK and Narr. eligible for the federal food stamp program. 

 

1968 Nov. 28  The count of absentees ballots formally elected four Democrats on the 

council and all five on the school committee. 

 

1968 Nov. 28  Relocation interviews for residents of the proposed urban renewal 

projects will be started. 
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Time Period 12 

Nixon, 1969-1974 

 

1969 

 

1969 Jan. 23  The Narragansett Town Council approved two zoning changes which 

would permit the development of an 100 acre oceanographic research park off South 

Ferry Road. 

 

1969 Jan. 23  Carol Martin is in the Peace Corps in Botswana. 

 

1969 Jan. 30  Town manager Young resigned after only 16 months. 

 

1969 Jan. 30  The urban renewal area would include a shopping center; four “high rise” 

apartment units for 200 families; and a motel. 

 

1969 Feb. 6  Jamestown dropped out of any attempt at regionalization. 

 

1969 Feb. 27  SK will not accept new students from Narragansett as of Sept. 1970. 

 

1969 March 13  John Mulligan is appointed second town manager. 

 

1969 March 27  Prof. Frank White is temporary president of a Narragansett Citizens’ 

unit stimulating exchange of ideas on its education system. 

 

1969 March 27  In an article on the revised age for entering the Christian Brothers 

Novitiate, it was noted that Barnes Newberry had spent $800,000 in 1928-1929 on his 

mansion but did not complete it. 

 

1969 June 5  Narragansett and SK voters approved a regional sewer plan. 

 

1969 June 26  Urban renewal was approved 1,172 to 474 along with a $200,000 bond 

issue.  

 

1969 June 26  A citizens group finds the Fifth Ave. School to be pitifully neglected. 

 

1969 July 3  The RI Dept. of Natural Resources has begun the 1969 Game Fish Awards 

Contest. 

 

1969 July 10  Sixty-one artists exhibited over 2,000 paintings at the annual 

Narragansett Art Festival.  Anne Holdredge (15 years old and living at Harbour Island) 

won a third prize in the oils category. 
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1969 July 17  Charles A. Maguire Assoc. is to begin drawing preliminary plans and 

specifications to sewer all unserviced areas. 

 

1969 July 31  Rev. Scott from St. Peter’s will let teens use the guild hall for a coffee 

house. 

 

1969 July 31  The third Narr. Preservation Ball will be held at the Dunes Club to 

provide funds for planning urban renewal and for the Towers. 

 

1969 Aug. 21  Sam Snead will take part in the third annual Pro-Am at PJCC.  The 

tournament benefits the Narr. Preservation and Improvement Assoc. 

 

1969 Aug. 21  The RI and the U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament will be focusing on the 

“Nebraska Shoal.” 

 

1969 Aug. 28  A sketch of the planned building and dock complex for the new Block 

Island ferry was shown. 

 

1969 Sept. 4  A first-day head count showed an increase of 116 students or 14 percent. 

 

1969 Sept. 11  URI purchased 40 acres and took a two-year option on another 40 acres 

from the South Ferry Corp. 

 

1969 Oct. 2  Mrs. Ella Iverson, R.N., a public health nurse in Narr. since 1945, was 

named “Woman of the Year” by the URI Business and Professional Women’s Club. 

 

1969 Oct. 16  NK is unlikely to take Narragansett high school students. 

 

1969 Oct. 16  An 11-year-old Providence boy fell into the ocean off Newton Ave. and 

is presumed drowned. 

 

1969 Oct. 23  Frank White will chair a citizens’ group to study a high school in Narr. 

 

1969 Nov. 6  U.S. Dept. of Interior granted $50,000 for the second stage of 

development at the campus area at Fort Greene. 

 

1969 Nov. 6  A photo of Monahan’s Dock was shown of the 5th drowning victim in the 

last two years. 

 

1969 Nov. 20  The Democrat Town Council replaced Douglas Rosie from the urban 

renewal board with the Democrat town committee chair, John Hickey. 

 

1969 Nov. 27  Gov. Licht announced the Narr. Industrial Dev. Corp. is the first project 

to promote industrial development. 
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1969 Dec. 4  John Mulligan urged the town council to buy the Hi-Lo Casino for 

recreational use and extend the Thompson playground. 

 

1969 Dec. 4  The Towers is declared a National Historic Landmark by the U.S. Dept. of 

Interior. 

 

1969 Dec. 4  Saul B. Saila, URI Prof. of Marine Biology is experimenting in 

“Aquaculture.” 

 

1969 Dec. 11  Raymond E. Trainor, Jr. is the West  Bay Area Chairman for the 1970 RI 

Heart Fund. 

 

1969 Dec. 18  Roger Wheeler of Narragansett, a RI recreational safety officer, died. 

 

1970 

1970 Jan. 8  RI is ready for the first phase of a complete restoration of Galilee. 

 

1970 Jan. 29  35 South County high schoolers are learning the mysteries of the ocean 

through Explorer Port 27, an organization sponsored by the federal Marine Game Fish 

Research Lab. 

 

1970 Feb. 12  A 1,000 pupil Junior-senior high would cost $3.5 million with $2.5 

million being local money. 

 

1970 Feb. 12  The first two-year police contract was signed. 

 

1970 March 12  Sand Hill Cove State Beach was renamed for Roger W. Wheeler. 

 

1970 May 7  The town set its renewal guidelines in one more version of the sketch, “A 

Mess” as editorialized by the NT. 

 

1970 May 14  A $217,900 contract to improve a 560 foot strip of shoreline from 

George’s Restaurant to Champlin’s fish market is authorized. 

 

1970 June 4  U.S. HUD approved the Narragansett Urban renewal process and added 

almost $300,000 to the original amount. 

 

1970 June 18  The NT lobbied for completion of Monahan’s Cove, adding the final leg 

to Tucker’s Dock which would create a small boat harbor within a short distance of the 

renewal area. 

 

1970 July 2  USNSF awarded a $900,000 sea grant to URI and a contingent grant of 

$1,125,000 in 1971. 

 

1970 July 9  USFHA has approved Narragansett’s $500,000, 32 unit moderate-income 

complex on an extension of Caswell Street. 
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1970 July 9  An ad was placed for the “Gail Frances” from Galilee to observe the 

America’s Cup event. 

 

1970 July 30  Nine firms have requested guidelines for Narragansett’s urban renewal 

project. 

 

1970 Aug. 6  Town officials raised $1,300 for the Little League in a donkey baseball 

game before 1,000 spectators at Sprague Field, 

 

1970 Aug. 20  More than 100 persons from NK and Narragansett attended a meeting of 

the newly formed Narrow River Preservation Assoc. (NRPA) which, as its first task to 

save 225 acres of virtual wilderness for posterity. 

 

1970 Aug. 20  Town councilmen protested the complete state of disrepair at Fort 

Nathanial Greene. 

 

1970 Aug. 27  The NT strongly lobbied for Narrow River preservation of 225-acre 

(Kelgrant) from near Boston Neck Road to the eastern shore of Narrow River.  

 

1970 Sept. 3  NT published a 1785 poem on the Pettaquamscutt by Emma Robinson. 

 

1970 Sept. 3  The 13th annual RI Tuna Tournament drew 800 to track bluefins. 

 

1970 Sept. 10  The Narragansett Police Station was firebombed. 

 

1970 Sept. 10  The NT editorialized:  “More important, though, it (Narrow River) is 

probably the last major, unspoiled river in RI.  It would be a crime to allow it to 

deteriorate to the condition of some of the open sewers in the northern sections of RI.” 

 

1970 Sept. 24  The contents of Villa Vostra, a 22-room mansion on Ocean Road, set 

amid 13 acres of formal gardens, towering pines, and slate decorated patios, will be sold 

at public auction. 

 

1970 Oct. 1  A softball field will be constructed at Sprague Park. 

 

1970 Oct. 1  The owners of  “Kelgrant” – the Narragansett Council, Boy Scouts of 

America –rule out the 225 acres being sold to a housing developer. 

 

1970 Oct. 8  Only one group – the Industrial National Corp. and Gilbane Construction –

submitted a proposal for urban renewal. 

 

1970 Oct. 29  More than 800 new voters are registered for the election next week. 

 

1970 Oct. 29  In an editorial, the NT supported the charter change to have the top five 

council vote getters elected. 
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1970 Nov. 5  Democrats sweep the Town Council.  All amendments to the charter 

passed. 

 

1970 Nov. 5  The South County Women’s Club will sponsor a “Roaring 20’s” dance at 

the Christian Brothers Novitiate. 

 

1970 Nov. 12  The Urban Renewal Board postponed property condemnations until Feb. 

15, as property owners vehemently protested settlement offers. 

 

1970 Nov. 19  The Narragansett Town Council appointed a seven-member school 

building committee. 

 

1970 Nov. 26  About 200 fifth and sixth graders spruced up the grounds at Narragansett 

Junior High. 

 

1970 Nov. 26  John Knauss is the first president of the 49 institution and new 

Associates of Sea Grant Program Institutions. 

 

1970 Dec. 3  It is possible that a vocational facility in NK/SK area can happen. 

 

1970 Dec. 10  Narragansett has decided to hire a full-time municipal planner. 

 

1970 Dec. 17  The Urban Renewal Board rejected the only plan submitted by 

Westminster Properties and Gilbane. 

 

1970 Dec. 17  With a five-year phase-in, the Narragansett fiscal year will be July 1 – 

June 30. 

 

1971 

 

1971 Jan. 7  Narragansett Fort Varnum will be the site of a college credit training 

program for police from South County. 

 

1971 Jan. 7  Sgt. Dennis W. Webster of Narragansett was killed in Vietnam. 

 

1971 Jan. 7  Town  manager Mulligan proposed a recreation field in the north end with 

$7,000 of Green Acres money. 

 

1971 Jan. 7  The NT editorialized on the opportunities for the town at Canonchet Farm 

and Fort Greene. 

 

1971 Jan. 21  Funds are available to rehabilitate Galilee. 

 

1971 Jan. 28  The original bidder for the urban renewal building contract submits a 

revised plan. 
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1971 Feb. 18  The 28-acre urban renewal area was condemned. 

 

1971 Feb. 18  SK will accept no more new students from Narragansett. 

 

1971 March 4  The NT editorialized that Narragansett was stalling the negotiations with 

SK. 

 

1971 March 11  The 102-year-old Massasoit Hotel was devastated by a fire. 

 

1971 March 11  Twelve-year-old Narragansett resident Patrick Creamer is making his 

second major TV film for Disney. 

 

1971 April 1  The First Baptist Church started construction of a new $400,000 building 

after an eight-year wait. 

 

1971 April 8  The RI Industrial Development Corp. has renewed its effort at the 90-acre 

tract on South Ferry Road. 

 

1971 May 6  On its second attempt, Westminster Properties and Gilbane get approval 

from the Narragansett Redevelopment Agency. 

 

1971 May 20  The Narragansett Planning Board did not approve of dredging Narrow 

River for recreational reasons. 

 

1971 May 20  The 9th Annual Waterbury Deep Sea Fishing Club Codfish Tournament 

is scheduled for June 5 and  6 at PJ. 

 

1971 May 27  Narragansett Girl Scouts host “Smokey the Bear” and Narragansett Boy 

Scouts honor Scoutmaster Allyn Barnes for 17 years of service. 

 

1971 June 10  The 105-year-old Breakers Hotel is about to meet the wrecker. 

 

1971 June 10  The Democrat controlled town council appoints Judge James O. Watts to 

replace the resigned Domenic DeSandro. 

 

1971 July 1  A new plan was unveiled by Urban Renewal Board. 

 

1971 July 1  Mr. S. Emelen Randolph of Philadelphia is in his residence on Gibson 

Avenue for the summer months. 

 

1971 July 1  The Beachcomber Café upset Hal’s Garage 7-6 in the SK slow-pitch 

softball league’s highly-competitive North Division. 

 

1971 July 8  The U.S. Army considers a 200-man reserve unit at Fort Nathanial Greene. 
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1971 July 8  Dr. Boris Sokoloff published a book on Kate Chase Sprague, Kate Chase 

for the Defense. 

 

1971 July 29  Sixty apartment units were approved off South Pier Road just east of 

Point Judith Road. 

 

1971 July 29  Marilyn Graynow will be on a five-year assignment as a nurse in 

Rhodesia.  She is a member of the First Baptist Church. 

 

1971 Aug. 19  Patrolman Raymond J. Garlick received the Medal of Valor from the NE 

Assoc. of Chiefs of Police for his water rescue attempt to save a motorist whose car 

plunged over a cliff. 

 

1971 Aug. 19  Benjamin R. Curtis, Jr. won the Meritorious Award of the North 

American Gladiola Council at the annual two-day Narragansett Flower Show. 

 

1971 Aug. 19  J. Alan Butler bitterly complained about the money offered his for his 

house in the urban renewal area. 

 

1971 Aug. 26  Sam Snead will again play at PJCC for a Pro-Am sponsored by the 

Narragansett Preservation and Improvement Assoc. 

 

1971 Sept. 9  A wonderfully drawn sketch of the Point Judith Pond area was sponsored 

by 9 organizations in their support for the SK/Narragansett Bond Issue for sewers. 

 

1971 Sept. 9  The RI Coastal Resources Management Council (RICRMC) was formed 

at URI. 

 

1971 Sept. 16 Narragansett and SK both approve the sewer bonds by wide margins. 

 

1971 Sept. 16  The RI Statewide Planning Office recommended a $1.6 billion 

development proposal at Galilee, to the complete surprise of the town manager and town 

council. 

 

1971 Sept. 16  The U.S. Dept. of Commerce designated URI as a Sea Grant College, 

one of three universities in the nation.  Sea Grants are funded by NOAA (National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin.) 

 

1971 Sept. 23  A 1,100 student Junior-senior high school would cost $4.2 million. 

 

1971 Sept. 23  Patrolman William J. Boyd saved a 63 year-old Wakefield man who was 

swept into the sea as he was fishing off Newton Avenue rocks. 

 

1971 Oct. 14  The Sea View Hotel, one of Narragansett’s first tourist houses when it 

was built in 1860, was the first structure to come down in the urban renewal area. 
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1971 Oct. 21  Two Narragansett Lions—Past Presidents:  Raymond E. Trainor, Jr. and 

Walter “Salty” Brine—were honored with plaques. 

 

1971 Oct. 21  Patrick Creamer is in another Disney movie.  “The Strange Monster of 

Strawberry Cove.” 

 

1971 Oct. 28  Georges will construct a new 550 seat restaurant. 

 

1971 Oct. 28  Norman Bampton is Narragansett’s first full-time town engineer. 

 

1971 Nov. 4  The Narragansett Town Council is negotiating to buy the 230-acre 

“Canonchet Farm” from Judge Harold Arcaro, Sr. 

 

1971 Nov. 11  With 18 consecutive years, Galilee is bidding for its 19th U.S. Atlantic 

Tuna Tournament. 

 

1971 Nov. 18  “Eastwood Look,” a plat of 300 house lots now under construction, may 

include a nine-hole golf course, a market, and other rental space, cabanas, a restaurant 

and a theater. 

 

1971 Nov. 18  Protests were made of dumping concrete foundation material at Lake 

Canonchet from the urban renewal demolitions. 

 

1971 Dec. 16  The Narragansett Town Council will seek legislative support for a 

community-wide vote on school building bonds. 

 

1971 Dec. 23  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has discontinued further studies 

which would lead to a major dredging of Narrow River. 

 

1971 Dec. 23  EG will accept Narragansett 9th graders. 

 

1972 

 

1972 Jan. 27  The Narr. Town Council declared an emergency moratorium on all 

commercial and multi-family development for an indefinite period. 

 

1972 Feb. 24  Narragansett and SK will operate the South County Recycling Action 

Program (SCRAP). 

 

1972 March 2  150 fishermen, dealers, and processors at the 1972 Fishermen’s Forum 

at the Dutch Inn unanimously urged Congress to approve the 200-mile limit. 

 

1972 March 9  The Twin Willows basketball team’s 16th straight victory was a 95-44 

defeat of the Suburban Team. 
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1972 March 16  RI Representative O’Neill will file on behalf of the town council in 

order to power to condemn Canonchet Farm. 

 

1972 March 16  29 of the 50 property owners in the urban renewal area appeal their 

offers. 

 

1972 March 23  URI professor of fisheries and marine technology is studying the 

economics of “trash fish.” 

 

1972 April 6  The 2nd annual Easter egg hunt was held by the Narr. Lions Club. 

 

1972 April 20  Marine officer Jay Younkin of Narr. published a 14-page poem “Bronze 

Shades” on the horrors of the Vietnam War. 

 

1972 April 27  Natalie McGwing’s paper “Salinity Variations” won her a trip to the 

National Symposium at Duke.  She lives on Col. John Gardner Road. 

 

1972 May 4  Campfire Girl Scouts transplanted dune grass at the town beach. 

 

1972 May 11  The RI Development Council has advertised the Narr. Oceans Research 

Industrial Park. 

 

1972 May 18  Rio Vista is a 22-unit duplex village near Narrow River. 

 

1972 May18  The Waterbury (CT) Deep Sea Fishing Club’s codfish tournament will be 

held off Point Judith. 

 

1972 June 22  The 200-acre Namcook Farm, north of the Sprague Bridge, has been sold 

for low-density housing. 

 

1972 June 22  The former First Baptist Church building is for sale. 

 

1972 June 22  Heavy weekend rains resulted in flood conditions in the Pier center. 

 

1972 June 29  The Narr. Town Council began the takeover process of Canonchet Farm. 

 

1972 July 6  The Narr. Lions will sponsor the first “Blessing of the Fleet” at Galilee 

with the bishops of the Catholic and Episcopal churches. 

 

1972 July 6  The annual District Two Tournament of the RI Babe Ruth League will be 

at Sprague Memorial Park. 

 

1972 July 13  Jeff Caswell (SK) and Sam Hoxie (Narr.) placed 1st an 2nd respectively in 

the annual South County Heritage Festival Regatta at PJ Pond. 
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1972 July 20  Narragansett officials were very impressed by a visit to Ohio to examine 

the 150 pre-engineered apt. units to be placed in the urban renewal area. 

 

1972 July 27  After 20 years, there will be a major commercial building added to the 

center of town at Boon Street and Kingstown Road. 

 

1972 July 27  The RI National Guard is hosting the 3rd annual summer camp at Camp 

Varnum for disadvantages youngsters. 

 

1972 July 27  After two years off, Lifeguard Week was revived in Narragansett. 

 

1972 July 27  The Army announced major improvements at Fort Greene. 

 

1972 Aug. 3  Tony Centracchio was named to the SENE Independent School Assoc.’s 

12-player team. 

 

1972 Aug. 3  The 15th annual Tuna Tournament and the 30th annual U.S. Atlantic Tuna 

Tournament will be held in Galilee next month. 

 

1972 Aug. 3  Congregation Beth David will celebrate its 10th anniversary with a 

“champagne gala” in the garden of Representative Samuel Kagan. 

 

1972 Aug. 10  1,393 votes for to 306 against meant that Narragansett will build a $4.5 

million Junior senior high school and add to its elementary school. 

 

1972 Aug. 17  A NT editorial said:  “It is becoming more evident every day that the 

Pier shopping center must offer South County some different departure.” 

 

1972 Aug. 24  Narragansett is unable to condemn 34 acres in Canonchet Farm for new 

school. 

 

1972 Aug. 31  A “Salute to Salty (Brine)” for his 30 years of broadcasting will be held 

at the Rocky Point Palladium. 

 

1972 Nov. 9  Republicans regain control of the Town Council and school committee, 

each with a 3-2 margin. 

 

1972 Nov. 9  The numerous delays in condemning 34 acres of Canonchet Farm causes 

a search for a new site for new school. 

 

1972 Nov. 16  A federal study ranked Narrow River as the most valuable of RI’s major 

wild areas. 

 

1972 Nov. 30  Superior Court Judge Fanning struck down Narragansett’s 10 month old 

moratorium on new commercial buildings and multi-family housing units. 
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1972 Dec. 28  A 12-room addition to the jr. high will start right now. 

 

1973 

 

1973 Jan. 4  The 35-acre deCoppett Estate off South Pier Road became an alternative 

site for the Junior-senior high school. 

 

1973 Jan. 18  Proponents of a separate school, an affiliation with EG, regionalization, 

or back to SK cause confusion and hostility. 

 

1973 Jan. 25  Once again SK and Narragansett discuss school mergers. 

 

1973 Feb. 1  In a front page editorial, the NT pushes for school regionalization (SK, 

Narr.) 

 

1973 March 1  The Narragansett Basketball Assoc. newly formed, will sponsor a clinic 

with 5 URI players at the Narr. Junior High. 

 

1973 March 22  The NT strongly advised a wavering town council to stay with the 

condemnation of Canonchet Farm.  An aerial photo of the 238 acre farm was shown. 

 

1973 March 29  Narr. condemned the deCoppett site for the Junior-senior high school. 

 

1973 March 29  The Yankee Seafood Co. will build a $500,000 processing plant in 

Galilee. 

 

1973 March 29  Jay Todd and David Levy won the annual Narr. Open Surfing 

Championships of Monahan’s Cove. 

 

1973 April 12  The Narragansett Preservation Association offered $250,000 toward the 

eventual purchase of Canonchet Farm. 

 

1973 April 12  An 150-man armory will be built at Fort Greene. 

 

1973 April 12  Dean John Knauss hosted a Chinese govt. delegation from the UN at the 

Narr. Bay Campus and other URI sites. 

 

1973 April 12  Patrick Ford and Alain Porter won first grants at the annual RI Senior 

Fair. 

 

1973 April 26  The deCoppet site was purchased for $240,000. 

 

1973 April 26  Twin Brothers, Brian and Barry Mulholand, are stars at URI on the 

“Andersonville Trail,” a Civil War drama. 

 

1973 April 26  $250,000 to purchase Canonchet Farm is in the town budget. 



12-12 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

 

1973 May 10  Domenic Christofaro, director of parks and rec., opened the brand-new 

Sprague Park field, 

 

1973 May 10  SK beat Narragansett 8-4 in the first chess meet. 

 

1973 May 24  Donna deWildt, an Air Force hospital supervisor, told about her being 

one of the first Americans the (Vietnam) POWs talked to at Clark Air Force Base in the 

Philippines. 

 

1973 May 24  17 lose their lives as an unlicensed ship, the Comet, fell apart after 

leaving the Galilee breakwater. 

 

1973 May 24  Narr. may receive $25,000 a year as its share of beach fees just imposed 

at state beaches. 

 

1973 June 7  Old Stone opened its first office in Narragansett with a three-day “circus.” 

 

1973 June 14  James M. Cook and Patrolman. John W. O’Donnell became the first to 

earn an associate’s degree in science under the Roger Williams law enforcement 

program. 

 

1973 June 28  Peter Panagiotis is District One Director of the Eastern Surfing Assoc. 

 

1973 July 5  Ted Durbin and Robert Byrne won $100 for winning the first annual 

NRPA canoe race. 

 

1973 July 5  In the best NT story of all, Cathy Winters detailed the saving of two 

fishermen--Richard B. Allen and Peter H. Stoeckel—of “Miss Casey” by men from the 

Russian fishing vessel Nikolay Danilov. 

 

1973 July 12  The girl scouts summarized a very active year. 

 

1973 July 12  The new Sprague Memorial tennis courts were in play. 

 

1973 July 12  Greg DiMartino won honors at the Roger Williams Striper Club’s 3rd 

annual Bass and Bluefish Tournament at Wickford. 

 

1973 July 26  Narragansett Ave. is relocated from the urban renewal area and, in effect, 

replaces Ouida St. where it used to meet Beach St. 

 

1973 Aug. 9  Seven Narragansett surfers captured honors at the annual NH Open at 

Hampton Beach. 

 

1973 Aug. 9  The NT praised NRPA and urged the three communities to get moving. 
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1973 Aug. 23  The newest plan for the urban renewal area is to look like Olde Mystic 

Village (in CT) as Gilbane vetoes any large-store shopping hub. 

 

1973 Aug. 30  Lisa Doherty captured the RI Junior Tennis League’s singles 

championship. 

 

1973 Sept. 6  The three Republican members vote for a probe of town government with 

unhappiness with the town manager, police chief, tax assessor, and building inspector. 

 

1973 Sept. 6  Seven blue fins were boated at the 16th annual RI Tuna Tournament at 

Galilee. 

 

1973 Sept. 13  The first-in-the world salmon farm is at the Narr. Oceanics Park. 

 

1973 Sept. 27  John Mulligan was relieved of his post as town manager. 

 

1973 Oct. 4  Frank L. Hinckley Jr. was appointed interim town manager and John J. 

O’Neil is planned to become public safety director. 

 

1973 Oct. 4  The NT showed a photo of the gravestone of the infamous Hannah 

Robinson. 

 

1973 Oct. 18  An $800,000 red crab processing plant will be constructed in Galilee. 

 

1973 Oct. 25  A photo of Mrs. Katherine Winslow, the first professionally trained 

librarian at the Narragansett Pier Free Library, is shown. 

 

1973 Nov. 1  Narragansett’s 8th grade students finished in the top third of the nation in a 

special text by R.I. Dept. of Education. 

 

1973 Nov. 8  Gerald S. Connors is the CYO Man of the Year. 

 

1973 Nov. 22  100 Narragansett cub scouts completed to turn scrap into usable 

commodities. 

 

1973 Nov. 29  Groundbreaking for the Jr./Sr. high school happens. 

 

1973 Nov. 29  A salmon farm is the first company in Narragansett’s Oceanics Research 

Park. 

 

1973 Dec. 20  Narragansett/SK regional school negotiations appear to be a dead issue. 

 

1973 Jan. 17  Narragansett’s graduating 9th graders will attend NK High School. 
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1974 

 

1974 Jan. 31  Robert W. Killoran is Narragansett’s new Town Manager. 

 

1974 Jan. 31  With the decision of R.I. Supreme Ct. in favor of Narragansett, new 

enthusiasm is expressed about Canonchet Farm. 

 

1974 March 7  Narragansett Pier Pharmacy will not build into urban renewal area and 

chose nearby Mathewson St.  This means that no town businesses will be in the urban 

renewal area. 

 

1974 March 14  Kenneth (Bud) Gallup, 11 years old, is the second best motorcycle 

rider in the Junior division of the New England Trail Riders Association. 

 

1974 March 21  Angelo Cataldi writes about 21 year-old sea captain Gary Champlin 

and his fishing vessel Jenny C. 

 

1974 March 21  Burrows Younkin Jr.’s Vietnam War play, “Bronze Shades” is at Salve 

Regina College. 

 

1974 March 28  George’s of Galilee beat O’Neal’s 45-44 in the SK Recreation Dept.’s 

Teenage basketball playoffs. 

 

1974 April 11  The Narr. Pier Cinema is torn down as part of urban renewal program. 

 

1974 April 11  190 acres of Canonchet Farm was valued at $700,000. 

 

1974 April 18  150 children took part in the 4th annual Narragansett Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

1974 April 18  The newly-formed Narragansett girls softball program will have tryouts 

at Sprague Memorial Park. 

 

1974 May 2  A ground breaking ceremony for the urban renewal area took place for the 

first construction project, an 88-unit first phase of residential units. 

 

1974 May 2  Construction is soon to start on a 10,000 sq. ft. speculative building at the 

Narr. Oceanics Park. 

 

1974 May 16  The Narragansett Town Council endorsed the states’ purchase of land 

adjacent to Scarborough State Beach for expansion. 

 

1974 May 30  URI planners recommend a regional planning effort by NK, SK, and 

Narragansett. 
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1974 June 6  The Narragansett Nuggets 4-H Club is clearing brush from Historical 

Cemetery #10, opposite the South Ferry Church. 

 

1974 June 13  U.S. Government will contribute up to $300,000 to purchase Canonchet 

Farm. 

 

1974 June 27  Governor Noel attempts to limit large out-of-stated “pogy boats” from 

removing menhaden from Narr. Bay. 

 

1974 July 4  Narragansett will host the first annual New England Girls (softball) 

Tournament at Sprague Memorial Park. 

 

1974 Aug. 1  Narragansett Congregation Beth David Synagogue held a special 

memorial services for Mrs. Pearl Kofman. 

 

1974 Aug. 1  Narragansett little league all-stars beat SK 7-6 to capture the mythical SC 

championship. 

 

1974 Aug. 8  In Sept. of 1975 the new high school will open with 10th and 11th grades. 

 

1974 Aug. 8  The NT blasted the State for the deterioration of the docks at Galilee. 

 

1974 Aug. 15  The 17th annual flower show of the Narr. Garden Club will depict with 

flowers how to conserve energy and preserve water, clean air, and green acres. 

 

1974 Aug. 22  Angelo Cataldi wrote three excellent articles:  “Foreigners seen as major 

threat,” “Galilee:  a troubled village” and “Fisherman’s life rugged, rewarding.” 

 

1974 Aug. 22  The Federal EPA rules that the sewer outfall near Tucker’s Dock will 

not degrade Narragansett’s beaches. 

 

1974 Aug. 29  The eight-man Narragansett senior tennis team won the RI 

championship. 

 

1974 Aug. 29  Angelo Cataldi did two more follow-up articles. 

 

1974 Sept. 5  Dexter Patterson from Riverside, RI caught the only tuna and won the 

17th annual RI Tuna Tournament.  The tuna weighed 349 pounds. 

 

1974 Sept. 12  SK officials broke ground in Narragansett for the new regional sewer 

system (SK, Narr., URI). 

 

1974 Sept. 12  The NT ran an editorial praising Narragansett Rec. Dir. Christofaro for 

lighting the tennis courts at the softball and baseball fields. 
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1974 Sept. 26  Narragansett will receive over five years at least $2.3 million in special 

federal revenue sharing for housing and community development. 

 

1974 Oct. 3  Narragansett obtained 173 acres from the 235-acre tract of Canonchet 

Farm by eminent domain. 

 

1974 Oct. 24  John Knauss received the National Sea Grant Award. 

 

1974 Oct. 31  The Sprague Bridge will be replaced if RI’s $26 million transportation 

bond issue is passed. 

 

1974 Nov. 7  Narragansett democrats sweep. 

 

1974 Nov. 7  Pete Panagiotis headed the list of 11 Narragansett surfers capturing top 

honors at the 2nd annual Northeast Surfing Championship at the town beach. 

 

1974 Dec. 5  A savage storm snuck into Narragansett and tore a huge section of roof 

from the Atlantic House Motel on Ocean Road. 

 

1974 Dec. 5  RI is considering the purchase of Lido Beach just next to Scarborough 

Beach. 

 

1974 Dec. 5  The NT raised the question:  “Is Jerusalem in the wrong Town?” 

 

1974 Dec. 19  SK will handle police work in Jerusalem. 
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Time Period 13 

1975-1980 Ford Carter 

 

1975 

 

1975 Jan. 9  Mrs. Agnes Vale replaced Mrs. Leona LaFleur as president of Narragansett 

Branch of the International Sunshine Society. 

 

1975 Jan. 16  Football will be a part of the first year sports program at the new 

Narragansett Jr./Sr. high school. 

 

1975 Jan 16  The NT editorialized for a jetty next to Tucker’s dock. 

 

1975 Jan. 23  The Hi-Lo Casino on Boon St. will be the temporary new town recreation 

hall. 

 

1975 Feb. 13  The first apts. in the urban renewal area are to be open for inspection. 

 

1975 Feb.  27 The Narragansett Planning Board supported “cluster zoning.” 

 

1975 March 13  The recreation study group will soon ask for a charter amendment to 

establish a permanent recreation commission. 

 

1975 March 20  The Dunes Club is selling its 16 apartments on the beach to a 

developer. 

 

1975 March 20  Specifications are to be drawn for north end sewers. 

 

1975 April 17  The Narragansett Lions Club sponsored a day of sailing and fishing for 

over 100 big and little brothers. 

 

1975 April 24  RI Senator O’Neill’s request for a bicycle path through SK/Narragansett 

was approved by RIDOT. 

 

1975 May 8  By a 3-2 vote, the Narr. Town Council disapproved the SK/Narr. school 

merger public vote. 

 

1975 May 8  Norm Campbell was elected President of the RI Pharmaceutical Assoc. 

 

1975 May 8  The NT asked “Eastward Look:  ‘Model’ or “Tragedy’”. 

 

1975 May 15  An end-of-classes party in Bonnet Shores, broken up by local and state 

police, resulted in the arrest of eight URI students and some deep, bitter differences of 

opinion among police, students, and townspeople over what happened. 
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1975 June 5  John J. O’Neil, director of public safety, quit when his salary of $3,600 

was cut to $1 a year. 

 

1975 June 5  The Christian Brothers are ready to open their live-in center for troubled 

boys at its Novitiate. 

 

1975 June 12  Yankee Seafood of Galilee purchased $250,000 of new equipment to 

triple its capacity. 

 

1975 June 19  Narragansett increases faculty by 20% for its new school. 

 

1975 June 19  RI Rhode Runner buses will make trips to Narragansett beaches. 

 

1975 June 26  Sandy Matteson is the heroine of Narragansett Girls Little League. 

 

1975 July 10  Eleven-year-old Greg Mitchell hurled a no-hitter for the Gamino 

Construction team. 

 

1975 July 10  The Green Inn, last in a long line of oceanfront hotels, is closed this 

summer. 

 

1975 July 17  River Landscapes is undertaking a study of Narrow River in 

NK/SK/Narragansett. 

 

1975 July 17  Narragansett increased its tax rate by 20% or $5.50 per $1,000 of 

valuation. 

 

1975 July 24  U.S. Senator Pell will be the main speaker of the Junior-senior high 

school. 

 

1975 July 31  Marjorie Vogel and three others will exhibit their works at the Towers. 

 

1975 July 31  Industrial National Bank will open its branch in the urban renewal area. 

 

1975 July 31  Edward M. Golden is named the first Narr. athletic director. 

 

1975 July 31  Pat Montieth’s three-hit pitching led the Narragansett Little League’s 

senior girls all-star team to the RI championship. 

 

1975 Aug. 14  Narragansett hopes to save $400,000 by financing sewer-related 

construction from the Farmer’s Home Administration. 

 

1975 Sept. 18  The Scarborough Golf Club—9 holes par 3 with practice green—placed 

an ad. 
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1975 Sept. 25  Town Manager Robert W. Killoran was removed in what Republicans 

claim was a politically-motivated matter. 

 

1975 Oct. 2  Over 30 people turned out for the second seasonal meeting of the newly-

formed Narragansett (School Athletes) Boosters’ Club. 

 

1975 Oct. 9  Narragansett will establish guidelines to prevent police/student 

confrontations like the May situation in Bonnet Shores. 

 

1975 Oct. 16  Narragansett High football team beat North Smithfield –18-0 for its first 

victory. 

 

1975 Oct. 30  Narragansett High girls cross country team won its first victory beating 

Prout 20-35. 

 

1975 Nov. 6  The very popular Howard Lippman, Jr. just died at age 91 and was lauded 

in the NT.  However, his late house was burglarized. 

 

1975 Nov. 13  The Narragansett Braves lost 18 to 7 to Coventry in the Pop Warner 

League West Championship. 

 

1975 Nov. 27  The Federal Economic Development Administration changed its mind 

and approved $340,000 to remodel the Fifth Ave. school into a town hall. 

 

1975 Nov. 27  SK beat Narragansett 38-6 to win the first “South County” Bowl. 

 

1975 Nov. 27  Robert J. Haxton has purchased The Green Inn. 

 

1975 Dec. 4  The town council allocated $275,000 for a new library from the federal. 

revenue sharing windfall. 

 

1975 Dec. 18  For the third year there will be Christmas carols at the Village Green and 

“Salty” Brine will be one of the singers. 

 

1976 

 

1976 Jan. 1  The U.S. Army Corps. of Engineers will widen and lengthen the 15-foot 

deep navigational channel in Point Judith Pond along the Galilee waterfront. 

 

1976 Jan. 1  Narragansett will purchase 38 acres off Boston Neck Rd. near Rt. 138 for a 

recreation area for $133,000 to replace the planned recreation area in Bonnet Shores. 

 

1976 Jan. 8  Narragansett High School basketball team lost its first game at home 75-60 

to Scituate. 
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1976 Jan. 15  Narragansett’s fourth town manager is Donald Martin, 34, a former 

village administrator in Walden, NY and a city manager of Houghton, Mich. 

 

1976 Feb. 5  Controversy over the dumping of dredged spoils may have caused a two to 

four-year delay in the announced dredging at Galilee. 

 

1976 Feb. 19  In a series of related articles and photos, the NT reported on the need to 

preserve Narrow River. 

 

1976 Feb. 26  Narragansett North End Industrial Park, a marine-related research area, 

may be reclassified to entice other industry. 

 

1976 Feb. 26  The Narragansett High School basketball team won its first home court 

victory, beating Warren 58-55. 

 

1976 Mar. 4  Three new parks will be developed from federal revenue funds windfall. 

 

1976 March 4  A statue of Canonchet is to be created from federal revenue windfall.  

Also, the RI State Council on Arts is to present, with the Narragansett Indian Tribe, a 

bicentennial show, “A Lesson on the Soul of Narragansett Indians.” 

 

1976 March 11  Narragansett girls volleyball will debut next week. 

 

1976 April 1  The Town Council approved dredging the Point Judith harbor channel. 

 

1976 April 15  A fire station and a park in the North End will be on 35 acres purchased 

by the town from the federal revenue windfall. 

 

1976 May 6  Narragansett elementary students plant a tree outside the school for a 

bicentennial project. 

 

1975 May 6  The Narragansett Town Council voted not to pursue purchasing Lido and 

Olivo Beaches, as financing was not feasible. 

 

1976 May 13  Six artists were appointed for fine arts projects—Robert K. Carsten for 

Canonchet statue; Mark Dunkelman for historical wall mural; Charles Dwyer for a 

realism painting; Carolyn Wolf for an oil-based painting; John Lapisky for a geometrical-

based painting; and Majorie Vogel for 20 pen and ink drawings. 

 

1976 May 27  The Narragansett Firemen’s Club is restoring the 1931 Maxim fire truck.  

Narr. elementary students will donate a brass bell for the effort. 

 

1976 June 3  The Waterbury Deep Sea Fishing Club will hold its 14th Annual Cod Fish 

Tournament at Point Judith. 
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1976 June 10  Ray Carr, coach of the NE championship RI Junior College, was named 

National Junior College Athletic Assoc. Region 21 Tennis Coach-of-the-Year. 

 

1976 June 24  After turmoil, Gilbane Properties will buy the balance of underdeveloped 

land in the urban renewal district. 

 

1976 July 1  Brian Butler pitched a no-hitter for Bruno’s little league team. 

 

1976 July 29  The Insurance Service Offices of New England recommended more than 

triple the number of full-time firemen. 

 

1976 July 29  Chuck Garrett and Company will be at the Dutch Inn this summer. 

 

1976 Aug. 5  The Narragansett Firemen’s Club restored 1931 fire engine won a trophy 

for the most outstanding fire apparatus at a firemen’s muster held in Lincoln.  

 

1976 Aug. 5  Our Lady of Peace Retreat allocated $10,000 to refurbish the Hazard 

Memorial Tower. 

 

1976 Aug. 5  Narragansett Girls Little League teams lost both the major division all-

star and the senior girls all-star championship matches. 

 

1976 Aug. 12  Lester Lanin and his orchestra will play at the Dunes Club for the 10th 

Annual Narr. Preservation Ball. 

 

1976 Aug. 12  Hurricane Belle caused minimal damage. 

 

1976 Aug. 12  Charter changes were approved in a small turnout vote. 

 

1976 Aug. 12  As a feature piece for the 75th Narragansett celebration and for the 

Bicentennial, Joanne Izzo wrote “When Narr. was Newport’s rival.” 

 

1976 Aug. 12  The Coast Guard House has been added to the National Register of 

Historic Places. 

 

1976 Sept. 2  Town manager Martin proposes a reorganization of our police 

department. 

 

1976 Sept. 9  The Narragansett Town Council honored Col. Curtis Abbot Easton 

missing since an air mission in 1966. His death was confirmed by the Vietnamese 

Embassy. 

 

1976 Sept. 9  The Narragansett Chiefs won the Sullivan Bowl for Pop Warner football 

6-0 over the Fairfield Giants. The match was played in Fairfield, CT. Don Kirwan and 

Pete Cuppels were the winner’s coaches and Narr. quarterback Mark Theroux was voted 

MVP. 
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1976 Sept. 23  Charlie Swanson, playing with Harry Hoffman of Philadelphia, won his 

fourth national tennis title in the 1976 USTA National 60 and over grass court tennis 

championship, 

 

1976 Sept. 30  Brian Mitchell wrote “Pier industrial park empty:  Marine Land has no 

takers,” a stinging report of failure. 

 

1976 Sept. 30  Narragansett wins its first football game, beating Chariho 20-6. 

 

1976 Oct. 7  Linda Nedwidek led the Narragansett team at the annual St. Xavier Girls 

Interscholastic Cross-Country Relay Carnival. 

 

1976 Oct. 28  Groundbreaking ceremonies took place at the north end fire station.  

 

1976 Oct. 28  The Calvary Bible Church has a new building. 

 

1976 Nov. 4  Democrats sweep the town council again. 

 

1976 Nov. 4  An 11,300 sq. ft. supermarket and a 600-seat triple cinema will be built in 

the urban renewal area. 

 

1976 Nov. 11  The Center for the Study of Ocean Management Issues has been 

established to replace the Law of the Sea Institute which is at the University of Hawaii. 

 

1976 Nov. 18  The Narragansett Chiefs beat Coventry 25-0 to win the Western Division 

Championship of Pop Warner Midget Division. 

 

1976 Nov. 25  Brian Mitchell wrote of Charles H. Brayton’s good fortune, after losing 

his fishing vessel in getting a new 72 ft. boat:  “Fisherman gets new boat with help from 

his friends.” 

 

1976 Nov. 25  The Narragansett Chiefs are the RI Pop Warner Midget Division 

Champs after beating Warren 7-6. 

 

1976 Dec. 2  Abu Bakr is the new Mariner head basketball coach. 

 

1976 Dec. 9  Narragansett is fencing off its sand dunes and making them illegal to 

trespass on. 

 

1976 Dec. 9  A large ad invited all to the christening of the Endeavor. 

 

1976 Dec. 30  Narragansett wrestlers win their first varsity match ever, 36-29 over Our 

Lady of Providence. 
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1977 

 

1977  Jan. 6  The Narragansett historical mural by Mark H. Dunkelman of Providence at 

a cost of $5,300 was hung in the brand new town hall. 

 

1977 Jan. 13  Jeanne Poirier led the Marinette’s to a 43-41 non-league victory over 

Chariho. 

 

1977 Jan. 20  Byron Scott of Narragansett was chosen Outstanding Young Man of 

South County for 1976 for his work as a physical education teacher at Ladd School. 

 

1977 Jan. 20  Gilbane Properties ran a large ad for the opening of Phase II. 

 

1977 Jan. 20  Thomas Mueller will march in the presidential inaugural parade as a 

member of the band for Bishop Hendricken. 

 

1977 Jan. 27  The Narragansett Lions gave $1,000 to the Narragansett Reserve Corps. 

For “Jaws of Life.” 

 

1977 Jan. 27  The new town hall is opened. 

 

1977 Feb. 10  The Narragansett high school basketball team beat Ponaganset 53-52 for 

its first varsity win ever. 

 

1977 Feb. 10  Mrs. Chester H. Westcott was selected “Volunteer of the Year” at the 

South County Hospital Auxiliary Winter luncheon. 

 

1977 Feb. 24  Narragansett Seafood Corp will begin operations next week in the former 

Yankee Seafood Co. plant in Galilee. 

 

1977 Feb. 24  Governor Garrahy purchased a summer home, The Willowbank Estate. 

 

1977 Feb. 24  Narragansett Canonchet Beach tenants can return but the beachfront will 

be open to the general public. 

 

1977 March 3  The new town hall was dedicated. 

 

1977 March 10  David Colombo captured the 96-pound weight class New England 

Schoolboy Championship in wrestling. 

 

1977 March 17  The 3 ton statue of Canonchet was dedicated. 

 

1977 March 24  David Husband wrote “Lobstermen of South County:  The last way to 

be independent.” 
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1977 March 24  Groundbreaking ceremony held for new library. 

 

1977 March 24  Child Find, the search for developmental problems, will begin at the 

Narr. Elementary School. 

 

1977 April 7  Rebuilding of several state piers began in Galilee. 

 

 1977 April 7  David Cicilline was one of six Narragansett High School students at the 

RI Model Legislature. 

 

1977 April 7  Gloria Spears is chairperson of the 1978 Northeast Regional Conference 

of the Child Welfare League of America. 

 

1977 April 21  Much of the dredged material from Point Judith Point will be spread on 

Narragansett town beach. 

 

1977 April 28  Narragansett Town Council President Trainor is appealing to the Federal 

Government to stop URI’s taking of the north end industrial park. 

 

1977 April 28  Tamara S. Babich is a part of “America’s Youth Concert 1977” program 

at Carnegie Hall and later in Europe. 

 

1977 April 28  A $2,000 study to assess tourist facilities will be conducted by C of C, 

the state, and URI. 

 

1977 May 5  The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce opened its office at the Towers 

with Governor Garrahy presiding. 

 

1977 May 5  RI State budget shortfall halted the transfer of the north end industrial 

park to URI. 

 

1977 May 5  A new 4-H Club will be formed in Narragansett. 

 

1977 May 12  Judge Watts was replaced as town solicitor and will be a consultant to 

James E. McGwin.  Watts, 78 years old, was town solicitor for almost all the town 

councils since 1921. 

 

1977 May 12  Narragansett High School upset SK in boys tennis 4 to 3. 

 

1977 May 26  The new Sprague Bridge will be relocated along with a one-half mile of 

Route 1-A.  The old bridge will be demolished. 

 

1977 June 2  Paul M. Hanson was ordained into the Christian Ministry at the Wakefield 

Baptist Church. 

 

1977 June 9  The first graduation for the Narragansett High School is set for June 14. 
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1977 June 16  The EPA’s new $3 million lab will open tomorrow. 

 

1977 June 16 Ray Carr is New England Junior College Coach of the Year. 

 

1977 June 23  RIPTA has opened a Narr.-to-Providence bus route. 

 

1977 June 23  Girls varsity cross country team was eliminated, along with 4 JV teams. 

 

1977 June 30  The bond issue for the police-fire complex passed 871-223. 

 

1977 June 30  The Dragon Palace is opening. 

 

1977 July 7  Mark Bomster wrote “When David Cicilline talks, Pier town council 

listens.” 

 

1977 July 14  The town council is considering the Pier Village for the police/fire 

complex. 

 

1977 July 14  RIPTA added three more daily trips from Narr. Pier to Providence route. 

 

1977 July 14  The Pier Police little league team had a 19-1 season. The PJCC’s 

women’s Invitational Golf Tournament is to start on Tuesday.  Glenna Collett Vare will 

play. 

 

1977 July 21  Maury Loontjens replaced Ray Trainor as president of the town council. 

 

1977 July 28  Renee Archambault hurled a four-hitter for the Narr. girls Major Division 

All-star Softball team over EG for the District Three Crown. 

 

1977 Aug. 18  After many complaints, the school committee reinstated the Narr. High 

girls tennis and cross-country programs. 

 

1977 Aug. 18  Gilbane stated its prospective tenants for the urban renewal area are in a 

holding pattern awaiting the zone change of PJ and Woodruff Ave. 

 

1977 Aug. 18  Twin Willows won the Western Division of the SK Softball League and 

Slugger Rick Lamka won the triple crown with a batting average of .715, homers of 10, 

and RBI’s of 30. 

 

1977 Sept. 8  The Narragansett Senior Citizens Association is opened off Mumford 

Road, built with federal community development funds. 

 

1977 Sept. 15  A 13-year-old Woonsocket girl fell through the Jerusalem dock, causing 

a “state repair order.” 
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1977 Sept. 22  An extension of Tucker’s Dock as far north as the Towers is endorsed 

by CRMC and the Narragansett C of C. 

 

1977 Oct. 6  The Narragansett Redevelopment Agency will not appeal the town council 

decision to seize land for the public safety complex. 

 

1977 Oct. 13  Chris Poirier had a 58 yard touchdown sparking the Narragansett 

Warriors to an 18-6 victory over South County in a Pop Warner Pee Wee League match. 

 

1977 Oct. 20  Narragansett High School holds its first homecoming with week-long 

festivities. 

 

1977 Oct. 27  One of the goals of “Goals for Narragansett” was the reviving of its 

ocean walk of two miles, if the walk can be located. 

 

1977 Nov. 3  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reported that it is a physical 

possibility for a harbor of refuge at Narr. Pier with a 1,600 foot breakwater and enough 

marine space for 760 boats. 

 

1977 Nov. 10  After the drowning of a mother and her son, Narr. will place life buoys 

off Hazard Rock. 

 

1977 Nov. 10  The Narragansett-to-Providence commuter bus line is a treat to many. 

 

1977 Dec. 1  Four Narragansett High School football players were All-Class C first 

team.  They are Don Hoey, Vic Snow, Joe Everett, and Pat Clays. 

 

1977 Dec. 22  South Ferry Church makes National Historical Register. 

 

1977 Dec. 22  Mike Monroe scored 30 pts. to lead Narragansett High boys basketball 

team to a 96-53 victory over Burrillville. 

 

1977 Dec. 29  The Narragansett Firemen had a busy first week of a night-long fire 

watch. 

 

1978 

 

1978 Jan. 5  The IGA in the urban renewal area did not start well and will be 

temporarily run by a “supervisory consultant.” 

 

1978 Jan. 5  A long-awaited traffic light at Boston Neck Rd. and Bridgetown Rd. has 

been installed by RIDOT. 

 

1978 Jan. 12  The Dunes Club donated two parcels of unspoiled salt march on Narrow 

River to the Audubon Society. 

 



13-11 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

1978 Jan. 26  Ray Trainor dies at age 46. 

 

1978 Jan. 26  Wanda Howard wrote “Breakwater Proposal:  Pier’s past lively future 

could be,” which emphasized the benefits of extending Tucker’s (Monahan’s) Dock. 

 

1978 Feb. 2  A 93-unit luxury condo is proposed for Lido Beach and a large water slide 

for Olivo’s Beach. 

 

1978 Feb. 2  The annual NE Mid-Winter Surfing Championship will be at the Town 

Beach in two weeks. 

 

1978 Feb. 09  Narragansett survives the “Blizzard of 78.” 

 

1978 Feb. 16  G. Edward Prentice started a four-part story:  “The Sea View Railroad: 

When getting there was all the fun.” 
 

1978 Feb. 23  Chet Whaley was appointed to replace Ray Trainor. 

 

1978 March 2  Bill Holland replaced John O’Brien as superintendent of Narragansett 

Schools. 

 

1978 March 9  Dave Colombo was his second N.E. mat title. 

 

1978 March 16  Groundbreaking for 17 condos was held at the urban renewal area. 

 

1978 April 27  Governor Garrahy purchased a summer and weekend house—the 

Willowbank Estate on Kingstown Road. 

 

1978 May 11  After more than 5 hours and 19 innings, Narragansett beat Chariho 1-0. 

 

1978 May 11  The Zoning Board approved converting an existing nine hole course at 

Eastward Look into an 18-hole pitch and putt golf course. 

 

1978 May 18  The Town Council began the process to enable the purchase of open 

space for conservation purposes. 

 

1978 May 25  RI leases Olivo’s Beach. 

 

1978 June 1  Narragansett Pier Beach was ravaged by winter storms and will be 

repaired. 

 

1978 June 1  Seventeen-year old Kurt Hathaway received the first prize of R.I. 

Community Film and Video competition for his five-minute cartoon. 

 

1978 June 1  There were strong objectors to two group homes but little hope to stop 

this. 
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1978 June 8  Marcel DeFresne wrote “Wealth of Pier History Revisited” writing about 

RI Historical Preservation Committee’s Report. 

 

1978 June 8  Kelley Cronin hit an inside-the-park homerun with one on and 

Narragansett became Girls Soft Champions over Cumberland 2-1 in the last of the 7th. 

 

1978 June 29  DeWal Industries will purchase a long-vacant commercial building in 

South Ferry Park. 

 

1978 June 29  EPA awarded Narr. $2.5 million for north end sewer work. 

 

1978 July 13  Summer field walks in the Galilee area will be led by an URI research 

assistant in zoology. 

 

1978 July 20  A new ferry capable of carrying automobiles began service for Point 

Judith to Block Island. 

 

1978 July 20  Sunnyside Restaurant has a 14-1 record in bocce in the SK Recreation 

Bocce League. 

 

1978 July 27 Mark Bomster wrote:  “The Shifting Dunes:  50 Years of club history and 

‘old money’ and socialites.” 

 

1978 July 27  Four old cottages, the Green Inn, and St. Peter’s are on a tour sponsored 

by the Narragansett C of C. 

 

1978 Aug. 3  $10,000 will be spent to upgrade the house and shed on Canonchet Farm, 

restore three acres of overgrown pasture land, and hire a caretaker. 

 

1978 Aug. 3  Joseph Mollica is credited for saving the deteriorated Tucker’s Dock. 

 

1978 Aug. 3  Narragansett Girls All-Stars won the RI Senior Softball League 

Championship in a 10-3 victory over North Providence West. 

 

1978 Aug. 10  Four buoys were anchored offshore from Newton and Hazard Avenues 

by the U.S. Coast Guard. 

 

1978 Aug. 17  The Point Judith Bass and Bluefish Tournament set a record with almost 

500 participants, 12,949 lbs. of bluefish, 1,567 lbs. of bass, and 451 lbs. of squeteague. 

 

1978 Aug. 24  Ned Taylor took the Narragansett Men’s Recreation Softball League’s 

triple crown with .667 batting average, 7 HRS, 21 RBIs. 

 

1978 Sept. 14  RICRMC left the town council the next step in constructing a multi-

million dollar breakwater marina off Tucker’s Dock. 
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1978 Sept. 14  Rev. Keith E. Scott leaves St. Peter’s after nine years.  Also, the Point 

Judith Chapel closed after 90 years. 

 

1978 Sept. 14  A 46 ½ lb. bass is in the lead of the RI South Shore Bass Blue 

Tournament. 

 

1978 Sept. 28  The five-member crew of “Lobster I” was lost as the ship sank 54 miles 

from Point Judith. 

 

1978 Oct. 5  The $1.3 million Norman D. Watkins Lab is to open at the Narragansett 

Bay Campus. 

 

1978 Oct. 05  RI DEM unveiled a $10 million project of increasing the commercial 

fishing fleet by 1/3 and provide 500 to 1,000 new jobs. 

 

1978 Oct. 19  The Narragansett Historical Society is founded. 

 

1978 Oct. 19  Ed Fields, after 18 years, bowled a 300 game at Kingstown Bowl in NK. 

 

1978 Nov. 2  The 82-year-old Royal Little, the founder of Textron and often called the 

father of the American conglomerate, left RI (and the USA) for the Bahamas to avoid 

taxes. 

 

1978 Nov. 2  The Narragansett Elementary School was rededicated to the Narragansett 

Indians and two new additions for former Superintendent John O’Brien.  James 

Coggeshall was the originator of the first dedication to the Narr. Tribes. 

 

1978 Nov. 2  Pat, John, and Tim Clays led Narragansett HS to a 28-0 Homecoming 

Day triumph in football over North Smithfield. 

 

1978 Nov. 9  Narragansett Democrats sweep again. 

 

1978 Nov. 9  The Port of Galilee bond issue of $600,000 was defeated by 54% to 46%. 

 

1978 Nov. 9  The new Pier Cinema opened in the urban renewal area. 

 

1978 Nov. 16  The newly-expanded Narragansett Pier Free Library will be dedicated on 

Sunday. 

 

1978 Nov. 23  Robert J. Hawkins wrote about U.S. Senator John Chafee spending 15 

hours in a Galilee trawler in rough Atlantic waters. 

 

1978 Nov. 23  After 32 years Congregation Beth David will become a year-round 

synagogue. 
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1978 Nov. 30  For a 90-minute TV drama on Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a pioneer 

feminist, the Green Inn was catapulted back to 1867 to a small saloon in Kansas. 

 

1978 Nov. 30  Kevin Poirier was selected as the Most Outstanding Athlete in South 

County after wrapping up his cross country career with the Mariners. 

 

1978 Dec. 7  The remains of the mansion at Black Point were burned by the 

Narragansett Fire Dept. as a training exercise. 

 

1978 Dec. 14  School superintendent Holland proposed a new K-4 school and a 5-8 

middle school in the current elementary school. 

 

1978 Dec. 14  Over 500 persons attended a Christmas party at Canonchet.  Winnie 

Kissouth gave a short talk on the Christmas festival there in 1901. 

 

1978 Dec. 21  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will discuss a harbor of refuge off of 

Tucker’s (Monahan’s) Dock. 

 

1978 Dec. 28  The Narragansett town council would not contribute to the U.S. Army 

Corps’ proposal. 

 

1978 Dec. 28  Mark Bomster wrote three segments on “Port of Galilee:  Fishing 

Industry Changes” (Part 1 of 3).  The second part “Galilee growth:  State take bigger 

role” appeared the following week.  The third part, apparently “Backstage at the Co-op:  

A View from the Docks,” was on Jan. 11, 1979. 

 

1979 

 

1979 Jan. 18  Michael Millen became Troop 1’s first Eagle Scout in 10 years. 

 

1979 Jan. 18  After 16 stormy years Narragansett chief of police Richard Colvin retired 

on a medical pension, plus back sick pay and vacation pay. 

 

1979 Jan. 25  Ronald D. Denelle is chair of the Catholic Charity Fund Appeal. 

 

1979 Jan. 25  Gwen Poirier and her father George Pihlkrantz placed 1st in the Women’s 

Division and 3rd in the Senior Men’s Division at the 28 annual RI Downhill Ski 

Championship held at Mr. Cranmore, NH. 

 

1979 Feb. 1  Narragansett HS boys basketball team beat Burrillville, 104-43. 

 

1979 Feb. 8  The Narragansett School Committee voted against a new elementary 

school. 

 

1979 Feb. 15  The Narragansett HS wrestling team won the Eastern Division 

championship by beating Central Falls 27-24. 
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1979 March 8  The school budget is up 26 percent. 

 

1979 March 22  Narragansett HS heavyweight wrestler, Mike Millen, was named MVP 

of the All-South County Wrestling Team. 

 

1979 April 5  U.S. Senator John Chafee called for a $6.75 million federal study of the 

declining striped bass, popular game fish in RI. 

 

1979 April 12  The Narragansett Historical Society and the URI Bay Campus are 

teaming-up to repair the South County Ferry Church’s fieldstone foundation. 

 

1979 May 3  Three young kids (of the goat species) were born on Five-Acre Farm 

owned by Robert and Linda Mitchell, with help from 4-H daughter Dianne. 

 

1979 May 10  The town council cut the tax increase from $11.10 to $5.74, still a 14% 

increase in the tax rate.  James J. Martin, a retired RI State Trooper, was named Police 

Chief.  The old town hall will not be saved. 

 

1979 May 10  Bertha C. Taft published “Reminiscences of the Sites and Sights of 

Historic South County.” 

 

1979 May 24  The new Public Safety building is opened. 

 

1979 May 24  Dale Shields hurled a no-hitter with 14 strikeouts for Narragansett HS 

against EG.  This was his fourth shutout in a row. 

 

1979 June 21  URI Physics professor Don Kirwan won the Raymond E. Trainor 

Memorial Community Achievement Award from the Narr. Lions. 

 

1979 June 21  Joanne Sekator and Kelley Cronin were named to  the Southern Division 

Softball first team. 

 

1979 June 28  A Galilee-Jerusalem ferry is planned. 

 

1979 July 5  Robert DeRita is one of 35 RI residents competing in the Fifth 

International Summer Special Olympics at NYU in the 25 and 50 meter freestyle 

swimming events. 

 

1979 July 12  Maurice R. Allaire is Narragansett’s first guidance head. 

 

1979 July 19  The U.S. Heritage Conservation and Recreational Service approved a 

grant to pay for a 1.3 mile trail from the Canonchet farmhouse to Boston Neck Road. 

 

1979 Aug. 2  The U.S. Dept. of Interior approved the relocation of the South County 

Museum (SCM) to Canonchet Farm. 
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1979 Aug. 2  Arson is suspected in the fire that gutted Twin Willows. 

 

1979 Aug. 9  The Narragansett Town Council voted 3-2 and disapproved the 

controversial inspection ordinance. 

 

1979 Aug. 23  Another arson-suspicious fire took place at the Coast Guard House. 

 

1979 Aug. 30  A 20-year-old Narragansett man confessed to causing the fires at Twin 

Willows and the Coast Guard House. 

 

1979 Aug. 30  Arlene Aissis wrote about Sister Joel Zarotiadon, a longtime missionary 

in China (1950-1968) and a resident at the Franciscan Missionary home in Narragansett.  

Sister Joel is an accomplished artist in many forms. 

 

1979 Sept. 13  The U.S. Tennis Assoc. Women’s 50 Grass Court Championship was 

held at PJCC. 

 

1979 Sept. 13  Two 100-pound bales of Marijuana worth $80,000 were found floating 

near the Galilee fishing pier. 

 

1979 Sept. 20  Eight girl scouts from SK and Narragansett earned their Girl Scout “God 

and Community” award. 

 

1979 Sept. 27  Jim Campanini wrote about 70-year-old softball pitcher Dr. Sylvester 

“Cappy” Capalbo, from the “Over the Hill Gang” softball team. 

 

1979 Sept. 27  Sue Hogan finished first in the east coast surfing championship at Cape 

Hatteras, NC and third in the U.S. at Padre Island, TX. 

 

1979 Oct. 11  Actress Geraldine Chaplin is the star of House of Mirth directed by 

Adrian Hall and shot at the Green Inn. 

 

1979 Oct. 18  Marcel Defresne wrote about Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gilbert’s 70th wedding 

anniversary and told a fascinating tale of farms and farming in Narr. at the turn of the 20th 

Century. 

 

1979 Oct. 25  Royal Little is promoting his book,  How to lose $100,000,000 and Other 

Valuable Advice. 

 

1979 Oct. 25  The Narragansett HS girls tennis team finished its regular season 11-0 by 

beating Pilgrim HS 5-2. 

 

1979 Nov. 8  The URI Marine Advisory Service and the Explorer Division of the RI 

Boy Scouts are sponsoring a monthly seminar on oceanography at the URI Bay Campus. 
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1979 Nov. 8  The Narragansett Historical Society is running a three-hour narrated bus 

tour to celebrate its first anniversary. 

 

1979 Nov. 8  Narragansett HS art teacher, Janice Causey, has her students exhibiting 

their creations at the Heritage Gallery. 

 

19791 Nov. 15  Twenty-five students from K through grade 6 were chosen for a “gifted 

student’ program. 

 

1979 Nov. 15  Arthur D. Little was elected President of the National Association of 

Small Business Investment Companies. 

 

1979 Nov. 22  Elizabeth Potter of Jerusalem was elected President of the SC Hospital 

Board of Trustees. 

 

1979 Dec. 13  Otis R. Wyatt, formerly administrative officer of Warwick’s 215-

member fire dept., is named Fire Chief. 

 

1979 Dec. 13  RIPTA will increase bus service to South County. 

 

1979 Dec. 20  An arbitration panel awarded Narragansett police officers a 14% increase 

in pay and benefits. 

 

1979 Dec. 20  Irving Gabrilowitz conducted a RI-wide effort for 300 Laotian and 

Cambodian refugee children to have a happier and warmer Christmas season and winter. 

 

1979 Dec. 20  RIAG Dennis J. Roberts II presented Detective Sgt. Richard F. Zuercher 

the Fourth Annual AG’s Law Enforcement Award for his part in helping disarm a 

suicidal Narr. resident. 

 

1980 

 

1980 Jan. 3  Judge James O. Watts, Narragansett town solicitor off and on for half a 

century, died. 

 

1980 Jan. 10  Crazy Lilly and Rollo lead Narragansett Elementary School to nutritious 

habits, as well as entertaining the students.  In addition, that school scored high in an 

evaluation by the NE Assoc. of Schools and Colleges. 

 

1980 Jan. 17  Narragansett high school took in rocking chairs for 24 hours and raise 

$300 for the fight against Cerebral Palsy. 

 

1980 Jan. 31  Unofficial historian of Narragansett, Winnie Kissouth, died at 82. 
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1980 Jan. 31  Narragansett HS boys beat Burrillville 61-24, although Burrillville’s 

stalling tactics held Narr. to 9 points in the first quarter but Burrillville did not score a 

point. 

 

1980 Feb. 7  The police chief, the fire chief, and the town council will crack down on 

Schiller’s and Caesar’s. 

 

1980 Feb. 14  Claudine Schneider, who almost defeated Congressman Beard in 1978, 

was chosen by the South County Jaycees as “Outstanding Young Man of the Year.” 

 

1980 Feb. 14  The Narragansett Town Council wants RIDOT to modify Ocean Road 

from the Towers to the Green Inn from 4 to 2 lanes and to allow parking on both sides of 

Ocean Road (from The Towers to Green Inn). 

 

1980 March 6  U.S. Senator Pell wrote:  “The Case for Fishery Education.” 

 

1980 March 6  The RI Interscholastic League ruled that the Narragansett HS Boys 

Basketball team had to forfeit 15 victories because of an ineligibility issue. 

 

1980 March 13  The Narragansett Historical Society took 15 Narragansett HS students 

on a tour of the eye-opening points of historical interest in town.  

 

1980 March 13  Mario Frade and Peter Pangiotis won four first place finishes in the 

Eastern Surfing Assoc.’s 13th Annual Mid-Winter Surfing Championship in a flawless 

performance for the 3A Men’s and Longboard competitions. 

 

1980 March 20  Narragansett’s first “All Male Revue” was held at Caesar’s I for a sell-

out ladies-only crowd. 

 

1980 March 27  Narragansett firemen received an 8% pay raise and Delta Dental 

benefits. 

 

1980 April 3  Police Lt. Jack O’Donnell has just spent 3 months at the FBI Academy in 

Quantico, VA. 

 

1980 April 17  With a $100 fee for each show, Caesar’s I dropped its controversial all-

male revue. 

 

1980 April 17  Claudine Schneider is about to announce her candidacy for 2nd 

Congressional District. 

 

1980 May 8  URI’s Bay Campus will have the South Ferry Church’s original 

fieldstones replaced. 

 

1980 May 8  Arthur D. Little, President of Narragansett Capital, spent two days at URI 

as the College of Business and Arts Executive-in-Residence. 



13-19 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

 

1980 May 15  The Christian Brothers held a private ceremony to celebrate its 300th 

anniversary. 

 

1980 May 22  Forced to leave the USSR because he is Jewish, Roman Glazman is a 

valued visiting professor at URI’s Dept. of Ocean Engineering. 

 

1980 May 22  Robin Aiello, a Narragansett HS Junior, will represent RI in “Girl’s 

Nation” in Washington, DC. 

 

1980 May 29  Tracey Allen became Narragansett HS’s first championship by winning 

the 1,500 meter race. 

 

1980 June 05  Narragansett’s Chace Loomis is  batting .500 to lead the RI 

Interscholastic League in Batting. 

 

1980 June 12  Narragansett HS’s Michelle Dodge is MVP of the All-South County 

Girls Softball League. 

 

1980 June 26  The Green Inn, the last hotel, burns down and arson is suspected. 

 

1980 July 24  Mr. and Mrs. Richard Donovan hosted the 3rd annual specialty shows of 

the Clumber Spaniel Club of America. 

 

1980 July 31  The end of an era was marked by the death of Samuel (Emlen) Randolph, 

whose family owned Wildfield Farm on Ocean Road. 

 

1980 July 31  Mary Jean (MJ) Miniati was crowned Queen Neptune for her 

achievements in lifesaving skills competition against lifeguards from up and down the 

East Coast. 

 

1980 Aug. 7  Ted Wright left the rubbish removal business to establish a tour business 

around an antique double-decker bus. 

 

1980 Aug. 7  The Narragansett Senior Softball League all-star team beat NP 7-2 to 

claim the state senior championship. 

 

1980 Aug. 14  The town and Judge Arcaro settled on a $964,000 price for Canonchet 

Farm. 

 

1980 Aug. 28  Stonington Seafood Products is coming to Galilee. 

 

1980 Aug. 28  Narragansett firefighters will run the first local telephone center for the 

Jerry Lewis Labor Day Telethon for MD. 
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1980 Aug. 28  The Narragansett C of C sponsored the first flower and craft show on the 

Pier Village Green. 

 

1980 Sept. 11  School enrollment is down 51 in Narragansett from 1,761 to 1,710. 

 

1980 Sept. 11  Denise E. Joseph is the Town’s first probationary patrol woman. 

 

1980 Sept. 18  Six-year Democrat chair Guido Rizzo resigned to heal the party after a 

hotly-contested primary in which 4 of the endorsed council candidates won and 

unendorsed candidate Carol Cronin placed second. 

 

1980 Sept. 18  Two more shops leave Pier Village with owners claiming Gilbane 

indifference. 

 

1980 Oct. 16  Congressman Beard was somewhat under control during the only debate 

with Claudine Schneider. 

 

1980 Oct. 23  The Narragansett HS Girls Team won its second straight Class B South 

Championship. 

 

1980 Oct. 30  Narr. will reintroduce life rings at both the end of Newton and Hazard 

Avenues.  The ring-shaped preservers and lifelines in a glass-covered box tied into police 

and fire headquarters. 

 

1980 Nov. 6  Democrats swept again the local seats, including the Wright-Testa race 

for RI Representative. However, Claudine Schneider beat Congressman Beard 110,175 to 

88, 158. 

 

 1980 Nov. 6  Michelle Dodge was MVP of All South County Softball and Chace 

Loomis MVP of All South County Baseball. 

 

1980 Nov. 13  After 52 years of inactivity the Towers third-floor span will be open to 

the public by summer. 

 

1980 Nov. 13  The Narragansett C of C is leading the “B&B” approach for tourists. 

 

1980 Nov. 20  Carol Cronin, a Narr. school teacher, is being legally challenged for her 

seat on the town council. 

 

1980 Nov. 20  St. Thomas More Church announced a major fund raising project for 

renovations and for construction of a rectory, parish hall, and Administrative office area. 

 

1980 Nov. 27  URI Marketing Prof. Gene Johnson and his students urged “Cooperative 

Tourism” for South County. 

 

1980 Dec. 4, 11, 18  Stuart O. Hale wrote “An affectionate look at Narragansett Bay.” 
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1980 Dec. 11  Harold Arcaro offered 50 acres at Narragansett’s Canonchet Farm to the 

Town for $1,250,000. 

 

1980 Dec. 11  St. Rays beat Narr. HS 20-6 in the Class B Super Bowl. 

 

1980 Dec. 18  Tim Clays is MVP of the All-South County football team.  Seven more 

Narr. players made the first team. 
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Time Period 14 

Reagan, 1981-1986 

 

1981 

 

1981 Jan. 1  The microfilm of the NT did not include Sections 3 and 4 and, hence, there 

was little coverage of the Arts or Entertainment and Enlightenment.  This policy is a 

continuation of a midyear 1980 decision. 

 

1981 Jan. 1  RIAG is appealing Judge DeRobbio’s decision of public access to the high 

water mark, rather than to mean high tide. 

 

1981 Jan. 15  A URI Coastal Resource Center report said RI must give the fishing 

industry room to grow by expanding berthing facilities in Galilee. 

 

1981   Jan. 22  RIAG seeks to unseat Councilwoman Cronin on violation of town 

charter. 

 

1981 Feb. 12  An 18.5-acre residential complex has been proposed on the historic polo 

grounds north of the PJCC. 

 

1981 Feb. 19  Narragansett adopted a resolution creating the Narrow River Watershed 

Council. 

 

1981 Feb. 19  The Town Council reserved parking on the town beach lot for residents 

up to noon. 

 

1981 March 5  The RI Historical Preservation Commission starts an evaluation of 

Narragansett Pier for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

1981 March 26  Five wrestlers—John Millen; Matt Aitkenhead; Brian Trumbull; Tim 

Stedman; and Brian Timpson—have been named to the All-Suburban West first team. 

 

1981 April 9  The Narragansett Town Council approved a zoning change for a 

commercial complex on Point Judith Road but served notice that no further zoning 

changes for business will be granted in that area. 

 

1981 April 16  Donna and Frank Sassi of NK Telemetry are leading a fund drive for 

telemetry equipment for the Narragansett Fire Dept. 

 

1981 April 23  Billy Harrison scored five goals in Feet First under-16 traveling team in 

an 11-1 rout of Killingly, CT. 

 

1981 April 30  HUD granted $300,000 for rehabilitation houses in the area of Boon and 

Robinson streets. 
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1981 May 7  The Narragansett Town Council voted for a zoning amendment 

establishing tighter controls over apartment and condominium development. 

 

1981 June 25  The 60th year of the South County Garden Club will be celebrated by a 

flower show and luncheon at the Dunes Club. 

 

1981 June 25  Much success has happened in the first month of the Narragansett C of 

C’s bed and breakfast program. 

 

1981 June 25 Peter Pangiotis and Robbie Pearson are Eastern Surfing Association 

champions. 

 

1981 July 2  Joy Russo was named MVP of the All-South County Girls Softball Team. 

 

1981 July 9  Fifteen hopefuls for the new liquor license will be heard, as well as the 

public. 

 

1981 July 30  Bob Hope joined Gov. Garrahy for a round of golf at the PJCC. 

 

1981 Aug. 13  At Camp Varnum 240 RI Air National Guard used $12 million worth of 

radar and radio control equipment for a two-week aerial war games. 

 

1981 Aug. 20  The winner of the new liquor license was Board of Canvassers Chair, 

Terry Sullivan—a plumber and long-time political figure. 

 

1981 Aug. 27  The Green Inn was condemned by the Town Building Inspector. 

 

1981 Sept. 3  Rudy Milazzo is planning to shoot a movie in Narragansett about a 

released prisoner and is asking for a local cast of 800-900. 

 

1981 Sept. 3  Narragansett High School has installed a solar heating system for its 

locker rooms. 

 

1981 Sept. 3  The 24th Annual RI Tuna Tournament and the 2nd Annual PJ Masters 

Invitational Tournament will be held in Galilee.  Blair Barrows described the process and 

listed past winners. 

 

1981 Sept. 10  Vincent Catauro III, 16-years old and a summer resident of Narr., caught 

a 649-lb. tuna to win first prize.  His father (Vincent Jr.,) and grandfather (Vincent, Sr.) 

won the top boat honors with 1,642 lbs. 

 

1981 Sept. 24  The Galilee-based Invader and Jim Dempsey caught a 1,140 ½ lbs. tuna 

in the U.S. Atlantic Tuna Tournament.   
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1981 Oct. 1  Town Manager Don Martin resigned after six years of fine service to be 

city manager of Yankton, SD.  Public Works Director, George Allaire will be interim 

manager. 

 

1981 Nov. 12  Work began to remove four run-down piers in Galilee and replace them 

with two large, modern piers. 

 

1981 Nov. 12  Chet Duff, a 132 pound linebacker, leads the high schools defense. 

 

1981 Dec. 3  A Washington County Grand Jury dropped its investigation of the fire at 

the Green Inn. 

 

1981 Dec. 3  More than 1,100 have appealed their property revaluations. 

 

1981 Dec. 10  Patrick Scheidel was chosen from 61 applicants to be the new town 

manager. 

 

1981 Dec. 17  Jay O’Callahan, of WGBH-FM The Spider’s Web program, performed 

at the elementary school by telling stories. 

 

1981 Dec. 24  A marine affairs URI grad student urged changes in Galilee that would 

allow tourism and the fishing industry to coexist.  He suggested:  a visitor information 

center; a new road system to separate tourist and fishing traffic; more motel rooms, 

public boat ramp renovations; a fish carcass recycling program; and a charter boater 

association. 

 

1981 Dec. 24  Peter Blessing was selected the Most Outstanding Athlete for the All-

South County Football Team. 

 

1981 Dec. 31  The new Sprague Bridge and its approach roads, which straightened 

some bends in the original Boston Neck Road, is opened to replace the old Sprague 

Bridge, which is to be destroyed. 

 

1981 Dec. 31  A class action suit was filed to block the controversial property 

revaluation. 

 

1982 

 

1982 Jan. 7  A $740,000 indoor roller skating arena will be started off Point Judith 

Road. 

 

1982 Feb. 11  Kelly Carmody won four individual events for the Narragansett High 

School gymnastics team in a triangular meet. 

 

1982 March 4  George Smith’s business law class held a mock trial before District 

Court Judge Walter R. Orme. 
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1982 March 25  A 96-page Chamber of Commerce report stressed that Narragansett 

take a positive stand for tourism.  Many suggestions were made. 

 

1982 April 8  Narragansett reinforced the main beams of the Towers which were 

seriously deteriorated, 

 

1982 April 15  Two new plats—Envine and RiverFront—foretell a housing boom due 

to sewers. 

 

1982 April 22  Stonington Seafood buys the Global Seafood building and will soon 

begin operations. 

 

1982 April 22  Councilwoman Cronin, still in court about her status, declares for RI 

Representative #47, as Ted Wright will not run again. 

 

1982 April 29  RI plans to operate Scarborough, Lido’s, and Olivo’s as one beach. 

 

1982 April 29  Pete Bliss bowled a 300 game after hitting 299 three times in his 

bowling career. 

 

1982 May 6  A video game room at Burke’s Car Wash was disapproved unanimously 

by the Town Council with safety cited. 

 

1982 May 27  School Supt. William Holland wrote a viewpoint on Narr./SK 

cooperation:  “Joint school ventures can avoid dismal future.” 

 

1982 June 3  Narragansett High School has its first honors night for academic 

achievement. 

 

1982 June 10  Carol Cronin pulled out of RI Representative Dist. 47 quest, citing job 

difficulties. 

 

1982 June 10  Governor Garrahy will address 125 Narr. high school grads, including 

his daughter Sheila. 

 

1982 June 24  Narragansett Marinettes won the Girls Softball championship with 

Sharon Younkin pitching in a 5-0 victory over Warwick in the deciding third game. 

 

1982 July 1  Renee Archambault, a heavy-hitting outfielder, was Most Outstanding 

Athlete on the All-South County Softball Team.  Three others from Narragansett HS 

joined her – Sharon Younkin, a pitcher, Laura Pearce, a first baseman; and Tracey Cook, 

shortstop. 
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1982 July 1  Emily Estes wrote about Peter Toth, born in Hungary, and his quest to 

honor Native Americans by his sculpturing them.  Marcel Dufresne also wrote:  

“Sculpture has trouble finding takers for the gift.” 

 

1982 July 8  Marcel Dufresne and Betty Thayer wrote:  “Sculpture is accepted by Pier.”  

It will be placed in Sprague Park near the entrance to Canonchet Farms. 

 

1982 July 15  A Morey Boogie Challenge surf meet, sponsored by the Rec. Dept., 

attracted about 100 participants. 

 

1982 July 22  Oceanography Professor Scott Nixon is leading the efforts to repair he 

South Ferry Church. 

 

1982 July 29  John Gregorek, a 1980 Olympian, is favored in the 11th Annual Blessing 

of the Fleet 10-mile road race.  (He won but did not break the record). 

 

1982 Aug. 5  Tim Cotter wrote about Narragansett’s Wilma Briggs, who had a seven-

year career in the Women’s Professional Baseball League, starting with the Fort Wayne 

Daisies in 1948.  

 

1982 Aug. 5  DeWal Industries completed its expansion in the Narragansett Industrial 

Park. 

 

1982 Aug. 26  Emily Estes wrote about the nearly 100 homes classified by National 

Park Service to be added to the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

1982 Sept. 2  Sallie and Richard Latimer met with Austin Puvogel, former VP of Louis 

Sherry Ice Cream Co., to discuss the different worlds of Louis Sherry. 

 

1982 Sept. 2  Jennifer Manning has been chosen to play for Famous Pizza to compete 

for Women’s Major League Softball Crown. 

 

1982 Sept. 16  John Hickey, the endorsed Democrat for RI House 47, beat Guido Rizzo 

624-294. 

 

1982 Sept. 30  An inn and restaurant in the urban renewal district attracted much 

welcome from the community. 

 

1982 Sept. 30  A Mormon Church will be opened in October. 

 

1982 Oct. 21  High school enrollment hits record of 875. 

 

1982 Oct. 28  Mike Griffin kicked a 40-yard field goal and the Narragansett HS defense 

was tough in a 9-0 victory over Shea. 

 

1982 Oct. 28  The new horticulture building was dedicated at the Narragansett HS. 



14-6 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

 

1982 Nov. 04  Democrats won again but Fred Testa held an 11-vote lead over Matt 

Serpa.  (After the absentee count, Testa won by 3 votes.)  Claudine Schneider was re-

elected. 

 

1982 Nov. 11  Two performances of “I Didn’t Think It Could Happen to Me!,” a play 

written by Kevin LaRiviere (whose younger brother, Eddie, died of alcohol overdose) 

were held on Wednesday. 

 

1982 Dec. 2  Billy Harrison was named co-Most Outstanding Athlete of the all South 

County Soccer Team. 

 

1982 Dec. 16  A 12-Hour RollerSkate-a-Thon was held to benefit MD at the Ocean 

State Roller Rink. 

 

1982 Dec. 23  The Town Council supported an upgrade to Tucker’s Dock by RIDEM. 

 

1983 

 

1983 Jan. 6  A 327-foot barge was abandoned on the town beach, giving surfers great 

waves. 

 

1983 Jan. 13  A computer literacy course is mandatory for 8th graders. 

 

1983 Jan. 13  The Northgate subdivision is being developed in concert with NRPA. 

 

1983 Jan. 20  An around-the-clock effort for two weeks allows two new piers at 

Galilee. 

 

1983 March 17  The Elementary School held its first energy fair in celebration of 

National Energy Week. 

 

1983 March 24  Joe Monroe, the 105-lb. RI champion, is Most Outstanding Athlete on 

the All-South County wrestling team. 

 

1983 April 14  School Supt. Holland is president-elect of the New England Association 

of Schools and Colleges. 

 

1983 May 5  The South County Tourism Council is formed. 

 

1983 May 12  An after-school period was established to get more participation in after-

school activities.  Also, Narragansett HS will be the first in RI to have the Cambridge and 

Summer Program for Alcohol Rehabilitation as a part of its curriculum. 

 

1983 May 19  Fifth and sixth graders are working to convert the school courtyard into 

an herb garden fit for a king. 
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1983 June 2  Ralph Coppa was elected president of the RI Recreation and Parks 

Association. 

 

1983 June 23  Narragansett celebrated the Towers 100th Anniversary with a colorful 

parade and lawn party. 

 

1983 June 23  Sharon Younkin was selected as the Most Outstanding Athlete in this 

year’s All South County Softball Team.  Sharon was an all-state pitcher. 

 

1983 June 30  Emily Estes wrote: ”Social Event of the Season” for the grand opening 

of “Durfee’s at the Pier” Hotel. 

 

1983 June 30  $138,000 was loaned to Narr. to buy a VAX II 750 computer. 

 

1983 July 7  An ad was placed for The Narragansett Pier Towers of Casino at the turn 

of the Century:  100th Anniversary 1883-1983. 

 

1983 July 7  Tom Carmody, president of RISE Institute of Electronics, was elected 

president of Vocational Resources, Inc. – a United Way agency providing job help for the 

disadvantaged in RI and Southeastern, MA. 

 

1983 July 14  Rev. J. Allen Hughes, pastor emeritus of St. Mary’s Star of the Sea 

Church, celebrated his 50th year celebration of his ordination.  He still says mass most 

days. 

 

1983 July 14  A long skate-a-thon raised $72,000 for the Meeting Street School. 

 

1983 July 14  A Morey-Boogie Challenge Meet was won mostly by local riders, despite 

many out-of-town participants.  A Morey-Boogie board is a short, soft board ridden in a 

prone position. 

 

1983 July 21  Emily Estes wrote:  “Fishermen, ferry jockey for scarce Galilee dock 

space.” 

 

1983 July 21  A photo was shown of six-time National Women’s Champion, Glenna 

Collett Vare, at 80 putting at the PJCC Women’s Invitational Tournament. 

 

1983 July 21  Emily Estes wrote about the history of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fish at URI.  

Marie Poland Fish and her husband started at what is now the sprawling Bay Campus in 

1934.  Mrs. Fish was honored for her contributions. 

 

1983 July 28  Three World War II Gold Star Mothers—Mabel McKinney Hammond, 

Anna Laity, and Georgeanna Anderson—will be honored at an exhibit of memorabilia at 

Hazard Memorial Hall in Peace Dale. 
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1983 Sept. 1  The NT endorsed Council president Loontjens’ idea of transferring 

Jerusalem to SK. 

 

1983 Sept. 1  Four age groups—5 and under; 6 to 12; 13 to 17; and 18 and over—

competed for best sand sculptors at Canonchet Beach with more than 260 participants. 

 

1983 Sept. 22  The Narragansett Town Council voted 4-1 not to transfer Jerusalem to 

SK. 

 

1983 Sept. 29  Emily Estes wrote “New Piers Signal Boom for Galilee.” 

 

1983 Oct. 6  Tim Cotter wrote “Mr. Offense (Chris Poirier) Mr. Defense (Ted 

Sherman) lead Pier to 3rd win.” 

 

1983 Oct. 20  The Town Council voted to disallow future commercial expansion along 

Point Judith Road. 

 

1983 Oct. 27  Mrs. Marie Fish was at the ceremony dedicating a laboratory at the URI 

Bay Campus to her husband, Charles, and herself. 

 

1983 Oct. 27  Narragansett received an additional federal grant to help complete a $2.6 

million outfall pipe at the Scarborough Sewage Treatment Plant. 

 

1983 Oct. 27  G. Edward Prentice published Through the Woods and Across the Fields 

to Narr. Pier’s The Sea View Railroad. 

 

1983 Nov. 3  Ralph Coppa is chairman designate of the New England Regional Council 

of the National Parks and Recreation Association. 

 

1983 Nov. 10  Twelve microcomputers will be purchased with $36,271 from the 

Governor’s Computer technology initiative. 

 

1983 Nov. 24  A new 4,200 sq. ft. building for the Division of Marine Resources and 

URI’s Sea Grant Colleges was dedicated. 

 

1983 Dec. 1  Wayne Durfee, after only five months, is selling “Durfee’s At the Pier” 

hotel. 

 

1983 Dec. 8  RIDEM awarded a $66,666 contract to correct the steep and slippery ramp 

at Tucker’s Dock. 

 

1983 Dec. 15  Kathleen Ward’s fourth graders presented Christmas cards to 

Congresswoman Schneider for our troops in Beirut, Lebanon. 

 

1983 Dec. 15  Chris Poirier is the Most Outstanding Athlete on the All-South County 

Football Team. 
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1983 Dec. 22  Suresh Patel of NJ and his group show intent to buy Durfee’s at the Pier 

Hotel. 

 

1984 

 

1984 Jan. 19  A raid on a “wedding” at the Dutch Inn nets 28 arrests.  The NT labels 

this a “Three-ring circus.” 

 

1984 March 1  More than 400 K-8 students have written books sponsored by the RI 

State Council of the International Reading Association. 

 

1984 March 1  The CGPJ rescue crew removed all 5 fishermen of the “Miss Jennifer.” 

 

1984 March 8  Forty-nine elementary students were cited by the Am. Heart Assoc. for a 

“Jump Rope for Heart” fund raiser. 

 

1984 March 15  Narragansett Jr. High boys basketball team won the RI state title with a 

55-36 victory over the Ferri Middle School of Johnston. 

 

1984 March 29  Jenny Amoroso is Miss RI Teen USA. 

 

1984 March 29  Tom Campbell is the Most Outstanding Athlete in All SC boys 

basketball team. 

 

1984 April 5  Narragansett Junior high schoolers have a 40 by 40 pond to use to study 

pond life and conduct research. 

 

1984 May 3  The RI Dept. of Community Affairs granted Narr. $193,500 for 

stabilization of the Towers. 

 

1984 May 24  Kerri Baxter wrote about the conflict between URI students and 

homeowners in Eastward Look. 

 

1984 June 14  Voters approved the SCM bid for space in Canonchet Farm, 1411 to 777.  

The Greenhouse Compact drew its best results in Narr. only losing 689 to 1,505. 

 

1984 June 21  Nina Memi, just graduated from Narragansett HS, had her painting “Golf 

balls on Ice” chosen to hang in the U.S. Capital for a year. 

 

1984 July 12  The Point Judith Fishermen’s Coop received $7 million for expansion 

from the RI Industrial Building Authority and Fleet Bank. 

 

1984 July 26  Narragansett opens new parking lot at Canonchet Farm to alleviate beach 

parking issues. 
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1984 July 26  RIDEM opened the rebuilt launching ramp at Pier 5. 

 

1984 Aug. 9  Eighteen-year-old Kim D’Angelo boated a 640 pound tuna. 

 

1984 Aug. 30  Nicholas and Gerald Miele, 15-year old twins, became Eagle Scouts. 

 

1984 Oct. 11  Father Ralph Hogan broke ground for St. Thomas More’s $650,000 

addition. 

 

1984 Nov. 1  Paul Warburton wrote:  “Skating at Ocean Skate:  A Demanding Sport.” 

 

1984 Nov. 8  Fred Testa was the high vote winner but three Democrats won town 

council seats.  Charles Knowles led Andy D’Angelo by 2 votes before absentee vote 

counting.  Jim Hayes was 4 votes behind Democrat James Rossi for the School 

Committee. 

 

1984 Nov. 22  Andy D’Angelo won by 4 votes and Jim Hayes won by 14 votes after 

the absentee vote count. 

 

1984 Nov. 29  Tricia Hadfield and Matthew Benson won awards in the RI High School 

Forensic League tournament. 

 

1984 Dec. 13  Episcopal Rev. Harlie Bemis will help as chaplain for the Galilee 

Mission to Fishermen. 

 

1984 Dec. 27  For the second consecutive year Chris Poirier was chosen Most 

Outstanding Athlete on the All-South County football team. 

 

1985 

 

1985 Jan. 17  The NT editorialized in favor of the Narr. Conservation Com. to a 

temporary halt of development until a review of the town’s comprehensive plan. 

 

1985 Jan. 17  Jim Zepp resign as football coach with a 67-20-1 record. 

 

1985 Jan. 24  Gov. DiPrete signed the $7 million expansion plan for the PJ Fishermen’s 

Cooperative. 

 

1985 Feb. 7  NT editorialized, “Parking Problem in Narr. Affecting All.” 

 

1985 Feb. 7  Narragansett High School’s debating team was top performer in a debate 

contest amongst various schools. 

 

1985 March 14  Narragansett seventh grader Norman Waldheger was first in the Junior 

division of the RI Science Fair with his study of energy from the earth’s gravitational 

pull. 
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1985 April 11  Kerri Baxter started a 3 week segment on “Fishing:  A Changing 

Industry” with these pieces:  “Galilee rides the tide of sweeping changes”; “Big boats 

mean big bucks”; and “On-board processing of fish leads next wave of technology.” 

 

1985 April 11  The newly formed Friends of the Library’s president John Snee received 

a $250 donation from the chairwoman of the projects committee of the Library. 

 

1985 April 11  Tom Campbell was chosen co-winner of the Most Outstanding Athlete 

Award for the All-SC Boys basketball team. 

 

1985 May 2  The RI Industrial Building Authority dropped the $5 million support from 

the PJ Fishermen’s Coop which withdrew its plans to buy Stonington Seafood. 

 

1985 May 2 Narr. HS Boys Track team won the Class D Relay Carnival, led by Brian 

Conlin and John Panzica. 

 

1985 May 9  Ocean Tides, founded by the Christian Brothers, is celebrating its 10th 

anniversary as a residential counseling center for boys with long criminal records. 

 

1985 May 16  Sixth graders Kristin Fry and Leah Santoro won the RI history 

competition with their entry “Martin Luther King:  A Man of Peace.”  They will compete 

in the nationals. 

 

1985 May 23  A Superior Court judge ruled that the stranded barge at the town beach 

be buried by the owners. 

 

1985 June 6  The Town Council voted 4 -1 to approve Downing Corp. to build a $25 

million oceanfront complex on Ocean Road. 

 

1985 June 6  URI’s Sea Grant Program received more than $1.5 million to study the 

effects of pollution on Narragansett Bay and on the salt ponds that dot RI’s southern 

shore. 

 

1985 June 6  Award-winning author Remus F. Caroselli published his second novel for 

youngsters, Mystery of Long Crescent Marsh. 

 

1985 June 27  Sammy Williams was chosen Mr. RI. 

 

1985 July 11  Ron Wilson, an NHL and Providence College hockey player, is a star 

player in Davos, Switzerland. 

 

1985 July 25  Local artist Marjorie Vogel is bringing old hotels back to life. 
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1985 July 25  The recently restored wireless telegraph station from the PJ Lighthouse 

(believed to be the oldest surviving structure of its kind) is a featured item at the New 

England Museum of Wireless and Steam in East Greenwich. 

 

1985 Aug. 1  Mickey Champlin was chosen New England Animal Control Officer of 

the Year by the NE Animal Control Humane Academy. 

 

1985 Aug. 1  Ann Fiore and Ann O’Neill are co-chairs of a fashion show and luncheon 

at the Dunes Club for the American Cancer Society. 

 

1985 Aug. 1  Bobby Doyle beat last year’s winner John Magill at the Blessing of the 

Fleet Road Race. 

 

1985 Aug. 8  Steve Jeske wrote:  “The Story of Eddie comes back home:  Tale of 

LaRiviere death filmed.”  It is a 24 minute film funded by The Shawmut Bank of MA.  It 

is based on the play of Eddie’s brother Kevin. 

 

1985 Aug. 29  The 28th Annual RI Tuna Derby gets underway. 

 

1985 Sept. 5  Betty Thayer wrote this tremendous piece as a part of a series “For Sale:  

South County – Resort days return to Pier:  Building boom concerns some officials.” 

 

1985 Oct. 3  Hurricane Gloria enacted minimum damage to Narragansett. 

 

1985 Oct. 10  The Bonnet Shores Beach Club was sold for $2.4 million to Anthony F. 

Mansolilo. 

 

1985 Oct. 24  The South County Museum opens at its new home in Canonchet Farm. 

 

1985 Oct. 31  Kerri Baxter wrote about Druid’s Dream mansion and Joseph Peace 

Hazard, its owner. 

 

1985 Nov. 7  Residents told the town council that they want stronger laws in dealing 

with noisy renters and illegal duplexes. 

 

1985 Nov. 7  Ames is to be one of the anchor stores at the Salt Pond Shopping Center. 

 

1985 Nov. 14  RIDEM approved the Bonnet Shores causeway project on Bonnet Point 

Rd. that winds around Wesquage Pond. 

 

1985 Nov. 14  Paul F. Eno wrote “RI’s Remarkable Pre-History” for RI Historical 

Society. 

 

1985 Dec. 12  RIDEM and Narragansett will build a new sewer pumping station at 

Galilee to handle anticipated expansion. 

 



14-13 

 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

1985 Dec. 12  RI Senator O’Neill complained about RI storing salt at old Rte. 108 site, 

after an absence of 18 years. 

 

1985 Dec. 12  Clarkson Collins, Narragansett recently hired environmental coordinator, 

has applied for a RI grant of $15,000 to fund an environmental plan. 

 

1985 Dec. 26  RI plans to have $1.6 million allocated for repairs to docks and 

bulkheads at Galilee to make room for more boats. 

 

1986 

 

1986 Jan. 9  Ann Steinburger, Jacquelyn Cronin, and her mother, Gloria, are leading the 

quest of listing the names of fishermen lost at sea for the monument dedicated to them by 

the Narragansett Lions in 1976 at the DEM building in Galilee. 

 

1986 Jan. 16  The Citizens Advisory Committee will hold 2 meetings to search for 

solutions to parking problems. 

 

1986 Jan. 16  Lucia Chase Ewing of NYC and Narr. died.  She was co-founder and co-

director of the American Ballet Theatre and was the owner of Sunset Farm.  President 

Carter presented her the Medal of Freedom in 1980. 

 

1986 Feb. 6  Both school and town officials predict a bleak financial future in light of 

the 5.5 percent maximum increase in local taxes, as mandated by the State. 

 

1986 Feb. 13  The Narr. Elementary School is one of four RI schools nominated for the 

National Elementary School Recognition Program. 

 

1986 March 6  Firefighter Robert D. Lloyd was honored by Firehouse Magazine RI, 

and the Town for his heroism rescuing two people near Hazard Rock. 

 

1986 April 10  School Supt. Holland resigned to take the same position at 

Westborough, MA. 

 

1986 April 24  The Narragansett Town Council voted to limit the number of unrelated 

persons in a rental unit at three. 

 

1986 May 8  An ad hoc committee recommended that the beach pavilion be replaced. 

 

1986 May 15  The School Facilities Use Committee recommend a new 800-student 

primary school.  The current school would become a middle school. 

 

1986 May 22  Town Manager Scheidel resigns for a similar post in Centralia, WA. 

 

1986 May 22  Doug Norris in his series RI 350 wrote the classic “When the Pier 

Rivaled Newport as a Resort of the Wealthy.” 
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1986 May 22  Three of the five Zoning Board members resigned without explanation, 

possibly over the Black Point controversy with Downing Associates. 

 

1986 May 29  The NT editorialized that “Pier needs a more active, involved town 

manager.” 

 

1986 May 29 The RI Port Authority donated the Dixie Kiefer Memorial Chapel at 

Quonset Point to the Galilee Mission to Fishermen. 

 

1986 June 5  David Cicilline has formed Citizens Against Reckless Expansion (CARE). 

 

1986 June 12  Doug Norris stressed the long-time ocean involvement of the Bay 

Campus.  He noted a 1963 article by Beauregard and Johnson “South Ferry – The 

Vanished Seaport.”  They noted these names since 1695 – Smith’s Ferry; the Ferry at 

Boston Neck; Franklin’s Ferry; Cottrell’s Ferry; Easton’s Ferry; and finally, South Ferry. 

 

1986 June 12  A lawyer for Downing said there would be an appeal of the requirement 

of public access to Black Point. 

 

1986 June 26  F. Johnette Frick wrote: “Local doors open to visitors:  Bed & Breakfasts 

Thriving Around Here” and listed 24 B&B’s in Narr. 

 

1986 June 26  The U.S. National Park Service granted $953,803 for upgrading 

Scarborough Beach. 

 

1986 June 26  Steve Holland and Mike Lurgio were on the All-South County Golf 

Team. 

 

1986 July 3  Johnette Frick wrote the delightful “Surf’s Up—Time to Go Hang Ten!: 

Free Surfing Lessons by ‘Peter Pan’ for Future Hot-Doggers.” 

 

1986 July 3  The U.S. Education Dept. honored Narr. Elementary school for excellence.  

It was the only RI school to be so classified and just one of 13 in New England.  David 

Hayes is its principal. 

 

1986 July 3  As a part of GSO 25, Edwin Newman – former NBC reporter and 

commentator – served as moderator of The Future of the World’s Ocean program for 

Stansfield Turner, former director of the CIA, and Dr. Kenji Okamura, special assistant to 

Japan’s minister of state for science and technology, at URI. 

 

1986 July 3  The Black Point issue was the genesis of RI Shoreline Access Concerns 

(RISAC), which is holding a public forum at URI’s Bay Campus. 
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1986 July 3  Twelve-year-old Tracy Coppa captured a silver medal at the Athletic 

Congress Junior Olympics Region I Track and Field Championships in Portland, ME.  

She has been invited to participate in the Junior Olympic National championships. 

 

1986 July 10  The Narragansett HS Student Council raised $3,500 for the American 

Heart Association. 

 

1986 July 10  Gerald Miele and his partner, Melanie Sheehamp Warwick, won the 

Danny Mulroy Memorial Trophy for being the top young novice dance team in New 

England. 

 

1986 July 17 RIDEM temporarily banned shell fishing in polluted Narrow River. 

 

1986 July 24  Bill Davis, formerly assistant superintendent in Wilton, CT, is the new 

Narr. School Superintendent. 

 

1986 July 24  The South County Museum will hold a regional quilt show. 

 

1986 July 31  Andy Mignanelli and Matthew Gill, director of RIDOT, saved Vincent 

Carvalho who was trapped in his car.  Mignanelli and Gill will be officially commended 

by Police Chief Martin. 

 

1986 July 31  Paul Warburton wrote “Pier’s Frank Caprio is the star center fielder and 

lead-off hitter for the South County Salts.  He is on Harvard’s baseball team.” 

 

1986 July 31  NT editorialized:  “Narrow River Needs Help of 3 Towns.” 

 

1986 Aug. 7  Len Matarese, 38, is appointed Town Manager.  He was a policeman 

before entering public administration.  His last position was in Orange, NJ, a city of about 

32,000. 

 

1986 Aug. 7  The Narragansett Town Council approved the first reading of a land 

conservancy trust funded with local taxes. 

 

1986 Aug. 21  Downing Corp. takes public access ruling on Black Point to court.  The 

new Stop & Shop in the Salt Pond Mall will open Oct. 18.  A proposal for another 

shopping center nearby on Woodruff Ave. is made by Vincent J. Siravo. 

 

1986 Aug. 21  The Narragansett Town Council appointed a seven-member school 

building committee for a new elementary school. 

 

1986 Sept. 4  Ames will open its store in the Salt Pond Shopping Center this week. 

 

1986 Sept. 4  Only one tuna over 310 lbs. was caught in the Point Judith Masters Tuna 

Tournament, but none were caught in the bigger RI Tuna Tournament. 
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1986 Sept. 11  A $2.4 million medical center at the corner of Kingston and Point Judith 

Roads is planned to house 20 tenants.  Also, Downing plans a 118-unit residential cluster 

on the south side of the Salt Pond Shopping Center. 

 

1986 Sept. 18  Patricia Duce was honored as being a National Merit Scholar Finalist. 

 

1986 Sept. 25  F. Johnette Frick wrote about Coast Guard historian, petty officer Mike 

Maynard, who is writing a book on the lifesaving services at Point Judith. 

 

1986 Sept. 25  Governor DiPrete announced a $4 million, two-year plan to renovate 

facilities at Scarborough State Beach. 

 

1986 Oct. 23  Residents of Jerusalem were incensed by the dilapidated State Pier and 

by the noise from trucks picking up quahogs. 

 

1986 Oct. 30  The RI Attorney General is seeking to intervene in the Black Point issue. 

 

1986 Nov. 6  Democrats remain in control of Town Council with Republicans Fred 

Testa and Andy D’Angelo replaced with Republicans “Nickie” Hoxsie and Kathleen 

Fagan.  Republican Joe Cavanaugh joined Jim Hayes on the School Board.  RI AG 

candidate Jim O’Neil is in the lead. 

 

1986 Nov. 13  RI Superior Court Judge Eugene Cochran overruled the zoning board 

decision on 22 condominiums at the corner of Gibson Ave. and South Board Road. 

 

1986 Nov. 20  Democrat Joan Bartolomeo won with two Republican votes and was 

elected president of the Town Council. 

 

1986 Nov. 20  Led by Pablo Ozonas, a foreign exchange student from Spain, 

Narragansett won the Division II State Soccer Championship over Rogers in a shootout 

for its second championship in a row.  An infrequently used sophomore, Martin 

Auslander, scored the last penalty shot. 

 

1986 Nov. 20  Senior Kristen Ravo was the high school winner of the Century III 

Leadership program sponsored by Shell Oil.  Kristen focused on the dangers of drugs. 

 

1986 Nov. 20  RI Properties Committee agreed to buy Olivo’s Beach, 7 ½ acres 

between Scarborough and Lido Beaches. 

 

1986 Nov. 27  Karen Asher Joy will serve as part-time director of the South County 

Museum. 

 

1986 Dec. 11  After 36 years as a volunteer, Mrs. Thomas Kershaw, Jr. was named 

National President of the National Easter Seal Society. 
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1986 Dec. 11  Steve Holland’s arm and Rick Mangili’s legs led Narr. to a 34-6 Super 

Bowl Class B championship over Barrington. 

 

1986 Dec. 11  The NT editorialized about the new town council and new manager in 

their efforts to slow runaway development by:  (1) impact fees; (2) no further 

development on PJ Rd.; (3) density requirements; and (4) certified planner. 
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Time Period 15 

George H. W. Bush, 1987-1992 

 

1987 

 

1987 Jan 8  The U.S. EPA awarded its RI Operations and Maintenance and Excellence 

Award to Scarborough Treatment plant. 

 

1987 Jan. 8  Rick Mangili was chosen SC Most Outstanding Athlete for football.  He is 

an end and an outstanding punter. 

 

1987 Jan. 15  Four fishermen from the dragger “Andrew & Allison” drowned in stormy 

seas off Martha’s Vineyard.  The one survivor, Allen Louzon, survived 20 hours adrift in 

a life raft. 

 

1987 Jan. 22  The Narragansett Town Council imposed a 60-day moratorium on new 

subdivisions. 

 

1987 Jan. 29  The U.S. EPA’s Environmental Research Laboratory in Naragansett. is 

EPA’s center for marine, coastal and estuarine water quality research. 

 

1987 Feb. 12  A NT editorial criticized Downing Corp’s. attempt to expand the Salt 

Pond Shopping Center into the teeth of the building moratorium. 

 

1987 Feb. 26  Christina Camara wrote about Narr. trying to fit 1,069 students into the 

largest RI elementary school. 

 

1987 March 05  Superior Ct. Judge Almeida ruled in favor of public access to Black 

Point. 

 

1987 March 5  Steve McKendry won his weight class in wrestling in the RI 

championship and will compete in the New England’s. 

 

1987 March 12  The girls basketball team won the Class Championship by upsetting 

Hope, 45-35 for first-year coach Jen Kelly. 

 

1987 March 12  Seven firefighters were paid more than Chief Wyatt’s salary of 

$34,238. 

 

1987 March 12  Matt Benson was the best varsity  debater in RI and Narr. won the 

varsity and novice divisions in a tournament at Classical High School. 

 

1987 March 19  The Town Council approved a $7.5 million elementary school bond, 

$1 million less than requested. 
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1987 April 02  Gavin Waldheger was chosen for a gold medal on a speech on farm 

subsidies. 

 

1987 April 9  DEM received a $809,000 grant from the U.S. Dept. of Commerce for 

upgrading Galilee.  This is expected to create more than 500 jobs. 

 

1987 May 7  Stephen Sasala is the first director of the Community Development Dept. 

and Jeffry Cessarine is the first town engineer. 

 

1987 May 14  Linda Watts Jackim wrote about Salty Brine. 

 

1987 June 4  The town council approved the Mumford Road site for the proposed 

elementary school. 

 

1987 June 11  Led by Andy Carr, Narragansett HS tennis team is RI tennis champ. 

 

1987 June 18  Andy Carr is Most Outstanding SC Athlete in boys tennis. 

 

1987 July 16  Tracy Coppa won gold medals (880 yard and 1500 meter runs) at the NE 

Amateur Athletic Union Jr. Olympics. 

 

1987 July 23  Craig K. Williamson is the new bishop of Narr. 1st ward of Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

 

1987 July 30  Liz Worthington is Most Outstanding Athlete on the All-SC girls softball 

team. 

 

1987 Aug. 6  Town beach lifeguards are the best team in NE at the Newport 

Invitational Lifeguard Tournament. 

 

1987 Aug. 06  The Narragansett Major Girls Softball All-Stars won the RI title by 

beating North Prov., West 7-6. 

 

1987 Aug. 27  Robert Duce is the new Dean of GSO. 

 

1987 Sept. 10  The Town Council voted to put a $900,000 bond issue for the 

preservation of open space. 

 

1987 Sept. 10  Christina Camara wrote a 3 week series on Narrow River, starting with 

“Narrow River:  A storied past, troubled future.” 

 

1987 Oct. 22  The new school will most probably be at a South Pier Rd. site and will be 

for possibly grades 4-7. 

 

1987 Nov. 5  The $7.5 million bond issue passed 3 to 1. 
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1987 Nov. 5  The High School was honored as one of the exemplary high schools in the 

nation. 

 

1987 Nov. 19  The three Democrats vote to fire Town Manager Matarese.  Both the 

Town Solicitor, Matt Callaghan and the Town Community Director Steve Sasala resigned 

in protest. 

 

1987 Nov. 26  Vincent Izzo was appointed interim town manager.  Clarkson Collins 

was appointed interim director of community development.  Adler, Pollack, and Sheehan, 

a Providence law firm, was retained for legal advice. 

 

1987 Nov. 26  The school committee voted to build a 650 student school for grades 4, 

5, and 6. 

 

1987 Dec. 10  Narragansett beat NK 24-0 to win the RI Class B football crown. 

 

1987 Dec. 31  Steve Holland was named Most Outstanding Athlete in SC football. 

 

1988 

 

1988 Jan. 7  Andrew Woodcock wrote about the decaying almost 300 year old records 

in storage at South Kingstown and how they might be preserved better. 

 

1988 Feb. 18 The Narragansett Pier Free Library is now the Narragansett Public 

Library and is now run like a town department. 

 

1988 March 3  Steve McKendry repeated as RI high school 145 pound wrestling 

championship.  Jim Zepp, HS Athletic Director, won the 1987 Cawley Award at the 

Words Unlimited award dinner.  Next week, McKendry captured the NE crown, marking 

the first time a Narr. HS wrestler captured a NE championship.  The following week, he 

was MOA in SC Wrestling. 

 

1988 March 17  Narragansett HS is RI Class C Boys Basketball champs for the first 

time with a 74-71 victory over Smithfield. 

 

1988 March 24  Former town solicitor Matt Callaghan is leading a movement for non-

partisan elections. 

 

1988 March 31  The HS softball field will be named for David Poirier, a recently 

deceased faculty member. 

 

1988 March 31  Bill Rodriquez wrote about Tim Philbrick’s national prominence in 

woodworking. 

 

1988 April 7  Narragansett will pay $750,000 for 12.5 acres for the new school. 
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1988 April 14  The Narragansett HS’s speech and debate team repeated as State Champ 

by defeating Classical. 

 

1988 April 21  Tommy Penders was Most Outstanding Athlete on the All-South County 

boys basketball team. 

 

1988 May 12  High School Principal Todd Flaherty is to become principal in Wilson, 

NC. 

 

1988 June 2  Elizabeth Mulcahy, high school senior, ranked 4th of 200 in the annual 

National Catholic Forensic League competition. 

 

1988 June 2  The NT published a magnificent 100th anniversary insert, which deserves 

a reprint. 

 

1988 June 10  Bill Rodriguez favorably reviewed Paul Watkins’ first novel Night Over 

Day Over Night, a WWII Third Reich story.  Paul was the son of GSO Prof. Norman 

Watkins and resides in Narr. in the summer. 

 

1988 June 15  In the last of the 7th EG Girls fast pitch softball team scored three runs in 

the State semifinals to beat Narragansett  5-4. 

 

1988 June 22  Rick Mangili, sprinter, was chosen Most Outstanding Athlete on the All-

SC boys track squad. 

 

1988 June 22  Jim Cavanaugh started his campaign for free access to the Town Beach 

by entering without paying the fee. 

 

1988 June 24  RI Sen. Bill O’Neill is set to break ground for his Pier Bank. 

 

1988 June 29  Regina Royal Reckling wrote this moving letter:  “Indians Forgotten in 

Pier’s History.” 

 

1988 July 13  Andy Carr is Most Outstanding Athlete for All-SC tennis. 

 

1988 July 22  1,244 sign petition for non-partisan elections. 

 

1988 July 27  Tracy Coppa is a member of the prestigious All-NE track team. 

 

1988 Aug. 3  Six Junior high students will spend two weeks in the USSR with the 

Youth Ambassadors Program. 

 

1988 Aug. 17  Chris Poon wrote “Jerusalem:  A Tiny Village that Enjoys its 

Alienation.” 
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1988 Aug. 19  Marie Sullivan did a truly magnificent effort on covering the Black Point 

issue—including interviews with Richard Baccari from Downing versus Trudy Coxe with 

Save the Bay. 

 

1988 Aug. 26  Arnold Frank is the new high school principal. 

 

1988 Sept. 7  Jean C. Stutz transcribed SK town council meeting records from 1771 to 

1795, which will be published by the Pettaquamscutt Historical Society. 

 

1988 Sept. 9  Governor DiPrete wants to condemn Black Point. 

 

1988 Sept. 14  Narr. was awarded from Gov. DiPrete’s office $790,875 to purchase 35 

acres at Bridgepoint Commons, land along the Pettaquamscutt River, west of Route 1A 

and north of the Sprague Bridge. 

 

1988 Sept. 16  Council President Joan Bartolomeo was defeated in the Democratic 

primary.  Paul Iacono lost the primary for the 2nd district congressional race to face 

incumbent Claudine Schneider. 

 

1988 Sept. 30  Marie Sullivan wrote 3 excellent articles:  “Industry fishing for safer 

conditions;” “When the unthinkable happens at sea;” and “Distance makes the heart grow 

fonder:  Fishermen’s wives survive.” 

 

1988 Oct. 19  Senator Chafee and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will join Narr. and 

SK to set aside a 600-acre national wildlife refuge alongside Narrow River. 

 

1988 Nov. 4  Matt Callaghan was a Yes and Jim Reilly a No on “Are nonpartisan 

elections a good idea?” 

 

1988 Nov. 11  Republicans gain control of Town Council with Tim Haxton, Nickie 

Hoxie, and Dave Ousterhout elected.  The non-partisan elections referendum was 

approved 3,4 69 to 1,388. 

 

1988 Nov. 16  Narragansett HS Girls soccer team won Division Two in a shootout with 

Warwick. 

 

1988 Nov. 23  Tim Haxton is Council President and the law firm of Taft & McSally is 

appointed to replace Town Solicitor John Kenny. 

 

1988 Dec. 23  Diana Souza is Most Outstanding Athlete on the All-Girls soccer team. 
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1989 

 

1989 Jan. 4  The South County Arts and Entertainment Section is not in the microfiche 

collection at URI. 

 

1989 Jan. 13  Peter Pan won the Senior Men Kneeboard and Longboard finals in the 

NE Eastern Surfing Assoc. 

 

1989 Jan. 18  Royal Little, the quintessential capitalist and founder of Textron, died at 

92 in Nassau, Bahamas. 

 

1989 Jan. 25  The Narragansett Elementary School received NE Assoc. of Schools and 

Colleges accreditations. 

 

1989 Jan. 25  Jean C. Stutz, a volunteer, wrote a 344-page book on transcripts of SK 

Town Council from 1771-1785 for the Pettaquamscutt Hist. Soc.  (Remember 

Narragansett was part of SK until the split in 1888). 

 

1989 Jan. 25  Paul Clays hit 7 three-point baskets to lead Narragansett HS over Warren, 

76-62. 

 

1989 Feb. 8  Glenna Collett Vare’s obituary was too short for her achievements in 

women’s golf – Six U.S. Women’s Amateur Championships between 1922 and 1935; in 

the first class inducted into the Women’s Golf Hall of Fame; and the Vare Trophy 

awarded every year to the player on the LPGA Tour with the lowest stroke average per 

round.  (Let’s honor her in the manner she deserved.)  See Golf 365 Days (pp. 123, 124, 

and 125). 

 

1989 Feb. 10  EPA awarded a $4 million contract to Ceimic Corp., 

 

1989 Feb. 17  James Sumner, 18, won his sixth straight science fair. 

 

1989 Feb. 24  RI acquires a 940-sq. foot parcel of land north of Scarborough State 

Beach, which adds about 4 acres to the beach and links it to Black Point. 

 

1989 March 22  A large ad was placed for Narragansett HS Drama Class presentation 

of an original play, “Alcohol:  Power or Powerless?” 

 

1989 March 24  Andy Kittleson is Most Outstanding Athlete on the All SC boys 

basketball team. 

 

1989 April 5  The Town Council allocated $106,550 to reconstruct part of the Tower’s 

first floor. 
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1989 April 5  The Point Judith Fishermen’s Co-op opened its $5 million fish processing 

facility, capable of unloading 16,000 pounds of fish an hour. 

 

1989 April 5  The Rugged Wear Ltd. is in receivership, with bargains in its Boon St. 

outlet, hopefully providing cash for reorganization. 

 

1989 April 5  RIDEM requires nonresident beach passes at double the resident rate. 

 

1989 April 7  The town will increase its fire staff from 16 to 32 with each fire fighter 

costing $30,000 a year. 

 

1989 April 7  Terry Mercer wrote “Tomorrow, the great trout tales will be born” to 

mark the start of the RI trout fishing opening with about 55,000 two-year old trout, 

stocked in 70 or more RI lakes and streams. 

 

1989 April 14  Police Chief Martin wants to increase policemen from 30 to 36 in the 

next two years. 

 

1989 April 28  Narr. won its third straight Annual High School Speech and Debate 

Championship. 

 

1989 May 5  Micah Tinkham and Beth DeLuca, elem. students, are winners in the 

Invent America contest. 

 

1989 May 5  Capt. Al Anderson received an award from the International Game Fish 

Assoc. for tagging and releasing the most Atlantic Bluefin Tuna in 1988.  One of the 

award givers was Curt Gowdy. 

 

1989 May 12  George T. Sprague received the 1989 Chevron Conservation Award for 

being a full-time volunteer at the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Sachuest Point Refuge in 

Middletown. 

 

1989 May 24  Governor DiPrete announced a condemnation of a 42 acre strip north of 

Scarborough Beach (Black Point) for $6.4 million. 

 

1989 June 9  Alexander Whitten achieved Eagle Scout at 13 years old. 

 

1989 June 14  The Narragansett Historical Society placed a plaque explaining the 

history of the Towers. 

 

1989 June 16  John F. McGarry, Pres. of CEIMIC Corp., was nominated by Harry 

Schult, RI managing partner of Arthur Young, as Entrepreneur of the Year. 

 

1989 June 28  Marie Sullivan wrote “South County rebounds from slick (from the 533 

foot World Prodigy):  Quick action limits damage” and other related pieces about the 

420,000 gallons of oil in Narragansett Bay. 
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1989 July 5  Joe Laurie was Volunteer of the Year for Narragansett Little League for 

his 10 years as coach. 

 

1989 July 12  The state of RI formally condemns Black Point. 

 

1989 July 14  Narragansett purchased 36 acres and U.S. Fish & Wildlife purchased 27 

acres for Bridgepoint. 

 

1989 July 21  Enrique DeZavala is Most Outstanding Athlete on the All SC tennis 

team. 

 

1989 July 26  John Knauss was chosen by U.S. Preident. G.H.W. Bush to head the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin. (NOAA). 

 

1989 Aug. 2  The U.S. Senate approved a bill to spend $1.4 million to acquire 150 acres 

of land around Pettaquamscutt Cove for a national wildlife refuge. 

 

1989 Aug. 2  Mark Donahue set a new course record of 49 minutes, 19 seconds to win 

the 18th Annual Blessing of the Fleet 10-mile road race. 

 

1989 Aug. 2  Both the Narragansett boys and girls Major League All-Star Teams won 

state championships. 

 

1989 Aug. 4  The 12th Annual Heritage Days Festival has a theme of “The Year of the 

American Indian.” 

 

1989 Aug. 4  The Inez Sprague Trust Committee will disperse over $30,000 to the 

needy. 

 

1989 Aug. 23  RIDEM reclassified much of the remaining area in the South Ferry 

Industrial Park as wetlands. 

 

1989 Aug. 30  Narragansett adopts Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) for 

students leaving elementary school. 

 

1989 Sept. 8  Narragansett will receive $13,386.93 from the U.S. Attorney’s office as 

the first installment of what Police Chief Martin expects to be millions of dollars.  Drugs 

worth $50 million were seized as a result of an operation by Narragansett and Little 

Compton. 

 

1989 Sept. 13  The Narragansett Reserve Corps. Rescue rescued two teenagers off the 

rocks off Hazard Ave.  Ed Beck, Dirmid Gray and Al Johnson were the rescuers. 
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1989 Sept. 29  James Sumner, a Narragansett HS grad and a freshman at University of 

NH, is featured by Marie Sullivan.  James has had a lifetime fascination with science and 

is majoring in biology and minoring in marine affairs. 

 

1989 Oct. 13  Gov. DiPrete approved a plan for Russian ships to fish for herring. 

 

1989 Oct. 20  A new shopping area in the Salt Pond Shopping Ctr. will contain a 

maximum of 15 retail spaces and as many as 10 offices on the second floor. 

 

1989 Oct. 27  Pres. G.H.W. Bush signed into law U.S. Senator Chafee’s bill to create a 

600 acre wildlife refuge on Pettaquamscutt Cove. 

 

1989 Nov. 10  Donald Lally beat his Republican opponent Dan Carter by 47 votes to 

replace Representative Gil Indeglia. 

 

1989 Nov. 22  Twenty-five children in Narragansett Elementary School after school 

day care made enough pilgrim hats for each resident of the Scallop Shell nursing home. 

 

1989 Nov. 22  U.S. Senator Pell’s $5 million bill for URI’s proposed Narragansett Bay 

Center unanimously passed in the Senate and will be sent to the House. 

 

1989 Dec. 10  Prof. John Casey from the Univ. of VT  published and won the National 

Book Award for Spartina, which is set in Galilee, Green Hill, and fictionalized spots and 

is about a struggling fisherman trying to retain his dignity. 

 

1989 Dec. 6  Marie Sullivan wrote:  “1989 bleak year for fishing; Big-money fish 

scarce, prices down, boat seizures up.” 

 

1990 

 

1990 Jan. 10  David Hayes, new principal of Narr. Elem. Schools, is the Chairman of 

the elementary component of the NE Assoc. of Schools and Colleges. 

 

1990 Jan. 10  Beth Knox (Narragansett HS Girls Basketball) scored 26 pts. defeating 

Hope 46-44 and 20 pts. defeating St. Xavier 51-34. 

 

1990 Jan. 12  The Narragansett Preservation and Improvement Assoc. was surprised to 

receive $500,000 from an unclaimed donation from Royal Little. 

 

1990 Jan. 19  Sandra Salvatore is the first RI woman to be a Certified Commercial 

Investment Member (CCIM). 

 

1990 Jan. 31  Matt Maher, senior point guard, scored a career high 46 points in 

Narragansett’s victory over Pilgrim 91-89. 
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1990 Feb. 7  Mike Dawson wrote about the arrival of the Soviet herring ship, Professor 

Baranov, off Dutch Island on a joint venture with PJ Fisherman’s co-op. 

  

1990 Feb. 9  Beth Knox scored 27 pts. in a girls HS game against Bristol and then 33 

pts. in a match against Fatima. 

 

1990 Feb. 21  RI Senator O’Neill led the movement to rename the “Galilee State 

Beach” to the “Salty Brine State Beach.” 

 

1990 Feb. 21  The Eastern Surfing Championship was held on the Narr. town beach and 

was dominated by area surfers and body boarders. 

 

1990 March 7  By a 3-2 vote, the town council ended admission fees for the town 

beach. 

 

1990 March 9  Narragansett elementary students thanked Stop & Shop for donating at 

least 3 Apple computers, 7 printers and software by collecting more than $900,000 worth 

of grocery  receipts under the leadership of Maryanne Killow of the PTO. 

 

1990 March 16  Terry Mercer wrote about Hank Soar of Great Island, who is in the 

NFL and Baseball Hall of Fames.  Hank was a star safety with the NY Giants and a 

Major League umpire for 21 years. 

 

1990 March 16  Norm Worthington, former Narragansett HS pitcher, is coming back as 

a senior pitcher for Eastern Connecticut State University after a bout with Hodgkin’s 

Disease. 

 

1990 March 23 RIDOT and Narragansett both claim no responsibility for Ocean Road 

side walks. 

 

1990 March 28  Matt Mahar and Paul Clays were chosen on the All-SC first team for 

boys HS basketball. 

 

1990 April 11  Point Judith Fisherman’s Co-op needs $1 million to avoid bankruptcy. 

 

1990 April 13  Judy Leonard, a Grade 6 teacher, is Math Teacher of the Year for 

Southern RI. 

 

1990 April 25  The USSBA lent $900,000 to the PJ Fishermen’s Co-op. 

 

1990 April 25  Firefighters will become eligible for retirement pension in 20 years 

instead of 25 years.  To get that, they forfeited a year and a half pay raise. 

 

1990 May 2  Three of the five town council members claimed they had no knowledge 

of the pension change from 25 to 20 years until they read about it in the newspaper. 
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1990 May 2  Michelle Pond helped the boys golf team to its 8th straight victory.  

Michelle’s brother Matt is also on the golf team. 

 

1990 May 11  Phyllis Reichstetter is SC Hospital’s volunteer of the year. 

 

1990 May 16  The Narragansett Middle School was dedicated.  Jennifer Iacono and 

Karen Jones, sophomores, won the RI championship for group performance. 

 

1990 May 23  Two police cruisers were stoned and two tires punctured when police 

attempted to disperse a loud party in Sand Hill Cove. 

 

1990 May 30  The Narragansett Golf team went 13-0-1 to win its first divisional crown. 

 

1990 June 13  Astronaut “Woody” Spring spoke to 250 at the Narragansett Bay 

Campus. 

 

1990 June 27  RI State Senator O’Neill is retiring after two decades of service in the 

General Assembly. 

 

1990 June 27  The Salty Brine State Beach is dedicated. 

 

1990 July 4  An elevator is being installed in the Towers. 

 

1990 July 4  Jody Laurie is the Most Outstanding Athlete and the third baseman on the 

All-SC softball team. 

 

1990 July 6  The police union agrees to a provision for retirement in 20 years rather 

than 25 years. 

 

1990 July 11  Police Chief James Martin has applied for a disability retirement due to 

hearing problems. 

 

1990 July 25  Joyce Peterson, Andrea Pezzullo, and Pat Valcaltis of the Friends of the 

Towers presented Town Manager Izzo with a check of $6,000 from an auction to benefit 

the Towers. 

 

1990 Aug. 3  Jane Blackwood reported 11 Point Judith fishing boats have defaulted on 

loans with 40 more near this status in “Fishermen drift on stormy seas:  Banks tighten 

credit.” 

 

1990 Aug. 15  Narragansett will receive a grant from RIDEM for purchase and 

preservation of Sunset Farm. 

 

1990 Aug. 17  Joe Miller at 79 still active with lifeguards at the town beach for about 

65 years was featured in an article by Terry Mercer. 
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1990 Aug. 22  The Narrow River Land Trust was given  25 acres of land near 

Middlebridge by Avery Brooke of Noroton, CT.  RI gave $400,000 to buy about 15 acres 

along the river at the SK/NK border. 

 

1990 Aug. 22  Arnold Kraaijvanger won his second-straight “King Neptune” at the RI 

Surf Reserve Competition. 

 

1990 Sept. 7  Narragansett appealed to the Boston census office that the U.S. Census 

Bureau’s preliminary population count was almost 7,000 lower than the Narragansett 

estimate. 

 

1990 Oct. 5  Growth of deposits at Pier Bank is twice than planned and it is seeking $1 

million more in capitalization. 

 

1990 Nov. 7  Capt. John O’Donnell is the new police chief. 

 

1990 Nov. 9  Survivors of the U.S. Black Point sinking on May 5, 1945 off Point Judith 

by the German submarine U-853 met at the PJ Lighthouse.  U.S. Black Point was the last 

American Flag merchant ship to be sunk by a German submarine. 

 

1990 Nov. 9  By a 3,553 to 1,005 vote, Narragansett voters approved the bond to 

purchase Sunset Farm. 

 

1990  Nov. 9  Claudine Schneider lost her bid to overturn U.S. Senator Pell. 

 

1990 Nov. 14  Sandra Oliynyk wrote a touching remembrance entitled “Black Point 

Men Remembered.” 

 

1990 Nov. 21  Tim Haxton is reappointed town council president. 

 

1990 Dec. 5  The interior of the Towers will reopen for the first time since 1957. 

 

1990 Dec. 7  RI bought a 20-acre parcel of land for more than $1.3 million as an 

extension of Fishermen’s Memorial State Park. 

 

1990 Dec. 28  Stacy Piccoli is a 1990-91 Rotary Foundation Scholar.  She is studying 

economics at the Univ. of Suffolk in Brighton, England. 

 

1991 

 

1991 Jan. 4  PierBank was one of the many banks closed by RI Governor Sundlun after 

the failure of RISDC (RI Share and Indemnity Corp.). 

 

1991 Feb. 6  Beach admission fees will resume. 
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1991 March 1  The state-run welfare office in Narragansett will be shut down in the 

retrenchment of state government. 

 

1991 March 20  Five Narr. wrestlers—Matt Champlin, Ryan Champlin, Jason Corsini, 

Steve Lake, and Derek Tinkham – made the All-SC  squad. 

 

1991 March 22  Linda Hogan, a school reading specialist, was awarded the 1991 

Literacy Award by the RI Council of the International Reading Assoc. 

 

1991 April 12  The Narragansett HS Athletic Booster Club donated $1,800 for the 

purchase of sweat suits for girls athletics. 

 

1991 April 17  Sandra Oliynyk wrote:  “Rocky relationship with managers not new” 

and “A History of Change from 1967-1991.” 

 

1991 May 3  Narragansett’s Steve Babcock, the No. 1 ranked karate heavyweight in the 

U.S., will fight in the West Warwick Civic Center. 

 

1991 May 15  Leo Miller, a battalion chief in Providence, is the new Fire Chief. 

 

1991 May 17  St. Mary Star of the Sea Church is reopened after over a six-month 

renovation. 

 

1991 June 5  Senator Chafee helped dedicate Pettaquamscutt Cove as a national 

wildlife refuge of about 150 acres of tidal marshes, mudflats, and traditional wetlands. 

 

1991 June 14  35 Narragansett High School members of the National Honor Society 

raised $1,000 at a bowl-a-thon for Habitat for Humanity. 

 

1991 June 21  The Towers will be reopened on Sunday with many festivities. 

 

1991 June 26  PierBank received FDIC approval and will reopen in July after being 

closed for 6 months. 

 

1991 June 28  The two outlying fire stations will be manned by two firefighters at all 

times. 

 

1991 July 10  Pat Bliss is the Most Outstanding Athlete in SC golf teams. 

 

1991 July 31  2nd Lt. Gerry Leonard visited fourth graders who had sent him letters 

during the Persian Gulf War.  His mother’s sixth grade class had also sent him letters. 

 

1991 July 31  The NT called for a favoring of preservation over recreational uses of 

Sunset Farm. 
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1991 July 31  Craig Swanson was appointed Director of Operations for a 21 person 

marine environmental firm (Applied Science Assoc. ) in Narragansett. 

    

1991 Aug. 2  The Police Station will be expanded by 1,300 sq. ft.  Phase One will be 

paid by forfeited funds from drug cases.              

 

1991 Aug. 14  Dr. John Knauss presented the 1991 Sea Grant Assoc, Special Award to 

former URI President Fran Horn, who initiated the GSO (Grad School of Oceanography). 

 

1991 Aug. 16  23 beach fee protesters, led by Jim and Joe Cavanaugh, received 

summonses for non-payment of the beach fees.     

 

1991 Aug. 23  Hurricane Bob left much destruction especially the Coast Guard House 

Restaurant. 

 

1991 Sept. 4  Scarborough Beach lifeguard Jamie DeCubelllis is Most Valuable 

Lifeguard in the RI Surf Rescue Competition. 

 

1991 Sept. 18  After 10 years, the Narragansett Firemen’s Club resurrected the 1918 

Amoskeag steamer. 

 

 1991 Sept. 25  The town will assume ownership of roads in Bonnet Shores. 

 

1991 Oct. 2  The re-opened Coast Guard House hosted over 400 people at a benefit for 

reconstruction of the Towers. 

 

1991 Oct. 4  The Narragansett Historical Society will put nine signs at places 

recognized by the U.S. National Park Service. 

 

1991 Oct. 4  The NT editorialized that “Pier should fight for a proper census count.”     

 

1991 Oct. 23  Mario Frade up-ended heavily favored Steve Laterra with several long 

slides at the 19th annual ESA Northeast Surfing Championships at the Town Beach. 

 

1991 Oct. 25  The new owners of the Stonington Seafood building plan to hire 75 new 

workmen to focus on squid. 

 

1991 Nov. 1  Hurricane Grace hits with 6 to 8-foot waves.  One person who was fishing 

off the rocks near Hazard Ave. is missing.  The Coast Guard House was flooded again. 

 

1991 Nov. 6  The NT editorialized about combining Narragansett and SK schools in 

one school district. 

 

1991 Nov. 13  Sandra Oliynyk wrote:  “Storm damage prompts memories” as 

Hurricane Grace exposed all sorts of relics of the Narragansett Golden Era. 
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1991 Dec. 4  The SC Museum received a $10,000 grant from the RI Historic 

Preservation Commission to renovate a vacant cottage to be used as the museum office. 

 

1991 Dec. 6  Bob Avarista, training at the Narragansett Karate Academy, won 2 

national karate titles. 

 

1991 Dec. 13  Westerly spoiled Narragansett’s unbeaten season, 28-21 in the Class-Co-

Football Bowl. 

 

1991 Dec. 18  The RI Dept. of Education find 13 violations in a review of 

Narragansett’s special education program. 

 

1991 Dec. 20  PierBank is finally reopened with FDIC coverage after almost a closure 

of one year. 

 

1991 Dec. 20  The Bradford Trout Youth Basketball League received the prestigious 

1991 Outstanding Youth League Silver Medal Award. 

 

1991 Dec. 27  Joe LaBelle was awarded the Melvin Jones Fellowship award, the 

highest Lions Club honor. 

 

1992 

 

1992 Jan 15  There is a plan to bring birds back to the Galilee Bird Sanctuary by 

restoring the salt marsh south of the Galilee Escape Road. 

 

1992 Jan. 22  The RI Sea Grant’s Advisory Service Program is restored into:  (1) 

coastal management; (2) fisheries, aquaculture, seafood processing, and seafood 

marketing; and (3) information and education. 

 

1992 Jan. 24  Director of Special Ed. Eugene Roddy resigned after an embattled year-

long tenure. 

 

1992 Jan. 29  Karen Blackerby is the SC Most Outstanding Athlete in girl’s tennis. 

 

1992 Feb. 14  Police Lt. Tom Mongeau was a part of a federal drug team on a 1983 

arrest that yielded Narragansett $900,000 in federal forfeiture funds. 

 

1992 Feb. 26  Laurie Ludovici is the RI Army National Guard’s first female helicopter 

pilot. 

 

1992 March 6  The RI Fire Marshall found smoking was the cause of a Dec. 29, 1991 

fire in Bonnet Shores that killed two college students. 

 

1992 March 11  Led by Karen Blackerby’s 27 points, Narragansett beat SK 56-51 to 

win the girls Class C basketball title. 
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1992 March 13  Karen Blackerby is the SC Most Outstanding Athlete in girls 

basketball. 

 

1992 March 20  Susan Clendenen is president of the Friends of Hospice of Washington 

County. 

 

1992 May 1  Bernice Chesler, author of two books on bed and breakfasts, will be at the 

Little Professor Bookstore. 

 

1992 May 8  The Narragansett harbormaster will be under the supervision of the police 

chief. 

 

1992 May 8  Stop & Shop executives presented $200,000 to the Second Harvest Food 

Bank to feed the hungry. 

 

1992 May 15  Eighty-year-old Stephen Kindelan is the oldest URI graduate in its 

Centennial Graduation. 

 

1992 June 10  Jean L. Bateson was one of URI recipients of the J.C Penney Golden 

Rule Award for her volunteer efforts on behalf of Hospice care. 

 

1992 June 12  Sallie Latimer stepped down after 11 years as president of the 

Narragansett Historical Society. 

 

1992 June 17  The Indian Run Garden Club donated an old-fashioned herb garden to 

the South County Museum. 

 

1992 June 26  Town Manager Izzo resigned. 

 

1992 July 3  Ryan Webster was named Most Outstanding Athlete on the 1992 All-SC 

baseball team.  Ryan is a pitcher. 

 

1992 July 3  The Point Judith Fishermen’s Co-op received a loan guarantee of up to 

$2.6 million from RI. 

 

1992 July 8  Town engineer Jeffry Ceasrine is acting town manager. 

 

1992 July 15  The NE Blacksmiths Assoc. has donated money to the SCM to help it 

start a permanent blacksmith exhibit. 

 

1992 July 17  The RI Supreme Court overturned the $15.8 million award to Downing 

Corp. for Black Point. 

 

1992 July 24  The U.S. Census Bureau added 19 people to its official tally, allowing 

Narr. a possibility of $150,000 more in federal grants annually. 
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1992 July 24  The SC Kicks hosted the DJK-Ost soccer team from Karlstuhe, Germany. 

 

1992 July 29  Peter Pan won 3 senior titles at the 19th annual ESA NE Summer 

Championships at the town beach. 

 

1992 Aug. 7  After 13 years, Rugged Wear is closing its Boon Street doors. 

 

1992 Aug. 14  Narr. rallies around toddler Jean Pion III, as he is treated for a malignant 

tumor that attacks his eyes. 

 

1992 Aug. 19  Lifeguards win their 6th straight RI Surf Rescue Competition. 

 

1992 Aug. 28  The Friends of the Towers sold 481 $100 raffle tickets to net about 

$12,000 after payment to the three winning ticketholders. 

 

1992 Sept. 4  Margaret Leinen is the new dean of GSO. 

 

1992 Sept. 11 Kathryn Mahoney scored eight goals as Lavalee Siding beat Rivers Edge 

9-3 in SC Youth Soccer Club under 10 League. 

 

1992 Sept. 30  Tropical Storm Danielle does not hit area at full force but still caused 

extensive flooding. 

 

1992 Oct. 2  The high school football field will be renamed “Zepp Field” in honor of 

long-time football coach. 

 

1992 Oct. 21  Scott Hancock was hired as town manager with cost of $68,000 per year, 

which caused a public outcry. 

 

1992 Oct. 23  Leon “Brownie” Champlin is 100 years old. 

 

1992 Oct. 23  The Galilee salt marsh, split in two in 1955 by the Escape Road, will 

have an attempt made at restoration. 

 

1992 Nov. 6  RIAG Jim O’Neil barely beat Republican Jeff Pine in Narr. but lost 

convincingly in the statewide vote. 

 

1992 Nov. 13  The Salt Pond Watchers and the Salt Ponds Coalition have joined forces 

to keep up the quality of salt ponds. 

 

1992 Nov. 18  Ted Wright is the new president of the Democrat-dominated town 

council. 

 

1992 Nov. 18  NASA presented a program on outer-space activities at the elementary 

school. 
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1992 Nov. 25  Chris Causey won the 6th straight Junior Body Board crown at the 22nd 

Annual Northeast Surfing Title at the town beach. 

 

1992 Dec. 16 During a winter gale 20-foot waves sprayed over the seawall at high tide, 

leaving sand, rocks and beach debris on Ocean Road near the town beach. 
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Time Period 16 

Clinton, 1993-1999 

 

1993 

 

1993 Jan. 6  Karen Blackerby is once more Most Outstanding Athlete in the All-SC 

tennis team. 

 

1993 Jan. 15  Drug seizure money of $750,000 will pay for more space, some 

furnishing, and computers for the police. 

 

1993 Feb. 3  About 60 Jerusalem homeowners are trying to untangle the results of 

Nathan Kenyon’s death in 1851 with no will, not helped by 1,000 heirs of Nathan. 

 

1993 March 5  The Narragansett Property Owner’s Assoc. was organized with 250 irate 

members. 

 

1993 March 10  RIDEM is planning to restore the Galilee Bird Sanctuary which 

become undone by the 1956 Escape Road. 

 

1993 March 10  After being unbeaten for 18 games (and 36-1 over two years), the Girls 

Basketball Team lost to Cranston West in the Class-B final. 

 

1993 March 12  Jared Magee was Most Outstanding Athlete on the All-SC Wrestling 

Team. 

 

1993 March 19  Donna Masterson is Most Outstanding Athlete of the All-SC Girls 

Basketball Team. 

 

1993 April 5  Saul Nulman may donate the Lighthouse Inn and property surrounding it 

to Narr. 

 

1993 April 12  Forty-five drug arrests are expected from a four-month undercover 

investigation. 

 

1993 May 21  Bruna Boyle is RI foreign language teacher of the year. 

 

1993 May 26  The RI Labor Relations Board ruled that Narr. would not hold open to 

the public labor negotiations. 

 

1993 May 26  Sunset Farm’s Kinney Bungalow is to be opened to host a farmer’s 

market and bake sale. 

 

1993 May 28  After seven years School Superintendent Davis will be Executive 

Director of Southern RI Regional Collaborative. 
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1993 June 2  Twenty more town employees join Public Service Employees’ Local 

Union 1033. 

 

1993 June 11  There are nine new historic district signs. 

 

1993 June 25  Daniel Alan Clarkin becomes an Eagle Scout for “Reclamation of a 

River.” 

 

1993 July 14  RI State Trooper Matt Zarrella and his dog, Hannibal, received a “Good 

Cops” award from Channel 6 and Valueland Scotts Food Markets.  Matt spent his own 

money and time purchasing and training the Swiss Mountain dog for search and rescue. 

 

1993 July 21  Dr. Larry Bouchard is the president of the American Osteopathic Assoc. 

 

1993 Aug. 04  The Board of Governors for Higher Education will probably approve a 

marine affairs doctorate, which only one other school has. 

 

1993 Aug. 6  Bob Hamel wrote about the oldest charter boat captain in the East Coast, 

65-year-old Don Slater. 

 

1993 Aug. 17  BZ Topps captured the National Girls Fast Pitch Softball crown.  That 

team is primarily made up of high school aged players from Narr. and East Greenwich. 

 

1993 Sept. 17  Peter Rotellli offered Narragansett 48 acres adjacent to Sunset Farm on 

the north side. 

 

1993 Sept. 22  In his role as president of the Am. Osteopathic Assoc. Dr. Larry 

Bouchard was a guest at the White House for presentation by Pres. Clinton, VP Al Gore, 

Hillary Clinton, Tipper Gore, and former Surgeon General C. Everett Koop. 

 

1993 Oct. 1  The U.S. Senate has appropriated $3.3 million more for the buildings at 

the proposed Coastal Institute at URI. 

 

1993 Oct. 1  St. Peter’s is starting a $150,000 fund drive for its 125th anniversary next 

year. 

 

1993 Oct. 6  Acting School Supt. John W. Wedlock announced an increase of 78 

students. 

 

1993 Oct. 13  A burial site for the Narragansett Indian Tribe has apparently been found 

at the construction site at the Salt Pond Seaport Village, off Point Judith Road behind the 

Salt Pond Shopping Center. 

 

1993 Oct. 27  The new comprehensive land plan includes the adoption of greenbelt 

conservation districts to help preserve buffers of green space. 
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1993 Nov. 10  Town Clerk, Mary M. Beck, already a certified municipal clerk, has 

been accepted into the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) Academy for 

Advanced Education. 

 

1993 Nov. 12  Tracy Manforte wrote:  “Economics is key to comprehensive plan,” 

which stressed the fishing industry and tourism as special qualities for future 

development. 

 

1993 Nov. 12  The Narragansett Historical Society had 70 trees planted to beautify the 

area by the Narragansett Post Office. 

 

1993 Nov. 19  Grade 3 teacher Kathy Ward-Bowen is a 1993 Presidential Award for 

Excellence in Math and Science Teaching Winner. 

 

1994 

 

1994 Jan. 12  The teacher’s union formed a Pier PAC. 

 

1994 Jan. 19  George M. Westlake, long time (1939-1958) Republican member of RI 

Senate, died. 

 

1994 Jan. 28  Donna Masterson joined Karen Blackerby in the 1,000 point club for 

Girls Basketball. 

 

1994 Feb. 9  An eight-session Citizens Police Academy will be a part of the community 

police effort. 

 

1994 Feb. 9  Walter E. Timpson, Jr., assistant superintendent of the Regional 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, was the RI recipient of an award from the NE Water 

Environment Assoc. 

 

1994 Feb. 25  Former Governor Garrahy is Chairman of the 1994 Catholic Charity 

Fund Appeal. 

 

1994 March 2  Councilman Maury Loontjens proposed a bond issue for school 

expansion of $3.2 million, a reduction of $1 million from the School committee’s request. 

 

1994 March 16  Led by Karen Blackerby and Donna Matson, Narr. Girls Basketball 

team are Div. B champs in a 51-31 rout of Lincoln.  However, the boys team lost the Div. 

C crown to Mt. Hope 60-57 in overtime.  James Callaghan scored 12 points and Lee Fry 

18 points in the loss. 

 

1994 March 23  Karen Gavin wrote:  “Keep competition at bay, fishermen say:  Feds 

pledge $30 million in aid to describe the consequences of rebuilding the fish stocks.” 
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1994 March 25  Four 3rd graders—Yoshiko Ogata; Adam Deresenski; Ryan Mahoney; 

and Alyssa Anderson (from Kathy Ward-Bowen’s class)—won a Toshiba Explore-Vision 

Award for the Swiss Army Ruler. 

 

1994 April 15  Acting School Superintendent John W. Wedlock is now the new School 

Superintendent. 

 

1994 May 4  Heidi Reardon is RIDCYF Social Worker of the Year. 

 

1994 June 3  Stephanie Poirier was South County Hospital’s Certified Nursing 

Assistant of the Year and May J. Lovaas licensed Practical Nurse of the year. 

 

1994 June 10  The Catholic Diocese of Providence has closed Our Lady of Peace 

Retreat House (Hazard Castle). 

 

1994 June 24  St. Peter’s-by-the Sea Episcopal Church celebrated 125 years of history. 

 

1994 June 29  Ann O’Neill, president of the SC Tourism Council, was one of eight 

women honored by the RI Commission on Women. 

 

1994 July 8  The Mormon church is serving about 230 fellow members. 

 

1994 July 20  U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbit, along with U.S. Sen. John Chafee, 

presents a check of $750,000 while visiting the Pettaquamscutt Wildlife Refuge. 

 

1994 July 20  URI Prof. Mike Rice will make a presentation on marketing shellfish. 

 

1994 Aug. 12  Point Judith Country Club is celebrating its 100th year history. 

 

1994 Sept. 16  The Galilee Mission for Fishermen informally broke ground for a 45 

feet steeple honoring fishermen and Navy veterans at the corner of Great Island and the 

Escape roads. 

 

1994 Sept. 23  Senator Ted Kennedy and his wife along with Caroline Kennedy 

Schlossberg will be at a $250 fundraiser for Patrick Kennedy at Terry Murray and his 

wife’s home in Narragansett. 

 

1994 Oct. 5  Martha Murphy of Murphy’s Bed & Breakfast won a SC Tourism Council 

award. 

 

1994 Oct. 19  The Medical Associates of SC’s first doctor-owned pharmacy closed. 

 

1994 Oct. 21  The Dominic R. Christofaro Memorial Playground will be dedicated on 

Oct. 29. 
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1994 Nov. 11  Two Republicans and two Democrats  and one independent won council 

seats.  Councilman Loontjens finished last place in the eight person race. 

 

1994 Nov. 18  URI’s Ocean Engineering Dept. received a $2.5 million vessel from the 

U.S. Navy. 

 

1994 Nov. 30  Tim Haxton is president once more of the Town Council.  Maury 

Loontjens was unanimously appointed to serve a 3 year term on the Library Board. 

 

1994 Dec. 2  Elementary school students raise funds for Ed Silva’s liver transplant. 

 

1994 Dec. 7  The SCM received $75,000 from the Champlin Foundation and $6,600 

from RI Hist. Preservation and Heritage Commission for construction of new buildings. 

 

1994 Dec. 14  Superior Court Judge Fortunato strikes down barring three or more 

unrelated people living in a house or apartment. 

 

1994 Dec. 14  Kimberley Higgins ranked number one at the RI Municipal Police 

Academy. 

 

1995 

 

1995 Jan. 18  After 13 years, the owner of Pier Cinema, William F. Dougherty III, 

closed the two cinemas as Gilbane sold the building to the owner of the Village Inn. 

 

1995 Feb. 8  The Spain Restaurant moved from Pier Village to Ocean Road. 

 

1995 March 3  CRMC approved the expansion of aquaculture in PJ Pond by Spatco. 

 

1995 March 8  The U.S. Dept. of Commerce announced a $2 million program for 

buying Northeastern Fishing boats. 

 

1995 March 15  Led by Lee Fry, Youri Zdrak, Matt Pedro, and Adam Gallagher, the 

Mariners are RI Class C Basketball Champs with a 73-59 trouncing of Mt. St. Charles. 

 

1995 March 15  For probably the first time, the town councils of Narr. and Block Island 

get together, mostly to discuss $1.2 million RIDOT grant to expand service to Block 

Island by work on the ferry dock. 

 

1995 March 15  The De LaSalle Christian Brothers at the Ocean Tides facility were 

awarded the Gould-Wysinger Award by the U.S. Dept. of Justice for their work with 

wayward boys. 

 

1995 March 17  Ponds like Sprague (Lake Canonchet) can be easily treated with new 

environmentally safe mosquito killers. 
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1995 March 29  Youri Zdrak was named to All Division Boys basketball. 

 

1995 April 21  A URI geologist found the rocks on the Narragansett Coast are about 

250 million years old, whereas the rocks off Beavertail and in South Kingstown about 

570 million years old, the result of a collision of North Africa and North America. 

 

1995 April 28  The new Galilee Mission Steeple Memorial will be dedicated tomorrow. 

 

1995 April 28  The SCM presents an exhibit by Prof. Joy Emery entitled “Bathers, 

Swimmers, and Beachwear.” 

 

1995 May 3  The Town Council and Congressman Reed are trying to keep the USCG 

from closing its Point Judith law-enforcement and rescue operations. 

 

1995 May 17  The NT editorialized “(Bill) Metz was (South County) Museum Savior.” 

 

1995 May 17  Strathmore Street was abandoned but public access to Canonchet Farm is 

required. 

 

1995 June 2  The Pier School was chosen as one of the eight “Good Deeds” program by 

Alan Feinstein. 

 

1995 June 16  Tricia Pan finally captures the Girls Championships (Surfing) after years 

of being the runner up.  Her father, Peter Pan, won the prestigious “Ironman” award, as 

the outstanding male surfer. 

 

1995 June 21  The NT editorialized for the keeping the PJ Lighthouse Coast Guard 

group there.  “Maybe this $150,000 will save Rhode Islanders a fraction of a penny on 

their federal taxes, but in the long run its cost will be far more dear.  It very well could be 

a human life.” 

 

1995 July 14  Possibly due to a critical letter from Cy Cybulski, RI DEM announces 

repairs to Monahan’s Dock. 

 

1995 July 14  The Friends of Narr. Library is formed again. 

 

1995 July 26  The town beach loses about 15 feet at the waterline. 

 

1995 July 28  The 24th annual Blessing of the Fleet Road Race is dedicated to “Tarzan” 

Brown, a Narragansett Indian and all-time great marathoner. 

 

1995 Aug. 4  The Focsle Restaurant was demolished by RIDOT so that improvements 

can be made to “Great Island Road.” 

 

1995 Aug. 18  Hurricane Felix affects the area. 
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1995 Aug. 30  Eight hundred fans attended the fight card at the 1,100 seat Ocean Club.  

The “Commotion on the Ocean” feature was won by Brian ,“The Bull” Barbossa, who 

knocked out “Ghetto” Greg Townes to win the NE Super Middleweight title. 

 

1995 Sept. 8  Town employees can retire after 20 years of service. 

 

1995 Sept. 15  The NT editorialized against Narragansett public employee’s 20 year 

retirement and praised Stanley Wojciechowski for his attack on that issue. 

 

1995 Sept. 27  After fewer than three years as town manager, Scott Hancock has 

resigned to be executive director of the Maryland Municipal League Board. 

 

1995 Oct. 25  The CG station expected to remain open as it is considered a search-and-

rescue station. 

 

1995 Nov. 8  M. Slavin & Sons, a wholesale and retail fish business with plants in 

Manhattan and Brooklyn, is the new owner of the bankrupt PJ Fishermen’s Cooperative. 

 

1995 Nov. 8  In a contest with Maury Loontjens for acting town manager, Jeff Ceasrine 

was ultimately chosen four – one with Democrat Tim McDonald breaking from the 

Democratic ranks. 

 

1995 Dec. 1  VNS HomeCare and VNS HealthTouch were awarded for high excellence 

from Joint Commissions on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations. 

 

1996 

 

1996 Jan. 5  The CG station at Point Judith will shrink from a staff of 29 to 10 and the 

PJ Lighthouse will be automated. 

 

1996 Jan. 24  Karen Gavin wrote:  “Coast Guard presence seen as a vital one” in the 

Coastline in Crisis series after the latest oil spill. 

 

1996 Jan. 26  Michelle Packard wrote:  “Area fortunate to have coastal experts close at 

hand.” 

 

1996 Jan. 26  Peter Pan was one of the 24 initial inductees into the East Coast Surfing 

Hall of Fame in Florida. 

 

1996 Jan. 31  Monahan’s Dock had damage to the recently repairs tar surface. 

 

1996 Feb. 7  Patrick Fealey wrote:  “Lobster Kills (from North Cape oil spill) more 

than expected:  Dead number in 100,000’s.” 

 

1996 Feb. 14  The U.S. Senate’s Environment and Public Works Committee will hold a 

hearing on the North Cape oil spill at the Town Hall. 
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1996 Feb. 16  U.S. Senators John Chafee and Joseph Lieberman and U.S. 

Representative Reed grilled Vice Admiral Henn, acting commandant of the CG, about the 

slowness in developing required regulations for oil barges. 

 

1996 March 13  RI purchased the 4.33 acre parcel between Scarborough Beach and 

Black Point.  Now RI owns the entire stretch. 

 

1996 March 15  The RI Audubon Society announced that Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick 

Murphy have donated a 3,400 sq. ft. lot along the Pettaquamscutt River, abutting 15 acres 

already owned. 

 

1996 March 20  The Narragansett Town Council passes Eastward Look parking ban. 

 

1996 March 20  The USCG resumed 24 hour radio monitoring after hearing some static 

from U.S. Representative Reed. 

 

1996 April 3  With much audience opposition, Maury Loontjens was appointed town 

manager when Tim McDonald changed his vote. 

 

1996 April 5  Ellison Brown, a Narragansett Indian, constructed a traditional brick 

forge for the SCM’s new blacksmith shop. 

 

1996 May 1  The U.S. Dept. of the Interior has recommend $1 million for land 

purchasing for the Pettaquamscutt Cove National Wildlife Refuge. 

 

1996 May 22  Karen Bousquet wrote about Elem. School principal David Hayes, who 

is retiring after 24 years:  “This school principal’s office a pleasant place to visit.” 

 

1996 June 12  Mike O’Hagan, senior pitcher, was voted Most Valuable Player in Class 

B high school baseball. 

 

1996 June 19  A NT editorial, “Zoning and Consequences” urged caution in further 

commercial development of Pt. Judith Road. 

 

1996 June 21  St. Peter’s will rededicate the children’s building in memory of Alexis 

“Allie” Boss. 

 

1996 June 28  Only Ray Storti and Sara Whitright will run again for Town Council as 

Ted Wright, Tim Haxton and Tim MacDonald bow out. 

 

1996 July 3  A plaque honoring the contribution of SCAT for $9,000 to rebuilding State 

Pier No. 5 (Monahan’s Dock) was dedicated by RIDEM. 
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1996 July 3  Jerry Judge, former Narragansett Public Works Director, was chosen from 

70 applicants to lead the Galilee Mission to Fishermen, a part-time position of $20,000 a 

year. 

 

1996 July 24  The NT editorialized that there is a “crying need for some sort of 

centralized planning for the future” of Galilee, our largest fishing port. 

 

1996 Aug. 14  Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Jack Apperson was selected to be the executive 

director of the Narr. Chamber of Commerce. 

 

1996 Sept. 4  A raffle for a television raised $4,6000 for the children of slain McGinty 

McManus. 

 

1996 Sept. 20  Congress voted to add 100 acres to the Pettaquamscutt Cove National 

Wildlife Refuge. 

 

1996 Oct. 2  The first of the three building plan for The Coastal Institute will be 

dedicated on the URI Narragansett Bay Campus. 

 

1996 Nov. 1  Hundreds of volunteers will wire the elementary school and outfit the 

rooms with hookups for about 100 computers. 

 

1996 Nov. 6  The Wooden Horse, a gift and collectible shop, is selling a new afghan 

with 10 Narragansett landmarks. 

 

1996 Nov. 8  Two endorsed Democrats -- Brian Handrigan and John Hickey – one 

unendorsed democrat, David Crook, one republican Sara Whitright, and one independent, 

Stanley Wojciechowski, won seats on the town council. 

 

1996 Nov. 13  Governor Almond and U.S. Senator Chafee broke ground at a $1.8 

million effort to restore 130 acre of Galilee salt marsh. 

 

1996 Nov. 22  Thomas O’Floinn donated his 1931 Willy’s Knight car to be the first car 

as a permanent exhibit at the SC Museum. 

 

1996 Dec. 4  For the first time six Narragansett high school students attended The 

National Future Farmers of America Convention, which was held in Kansas City  The 

Narr. Lions helped fund the trip. 

 

1996 Dec. 11  Narragansett police now have a brand new forensic mapping system. 

 

1996 Dec. 20  URI graduate students recommended the formation of a port authority in  

Galilee. 

 

1996 Dec. 20  Led by Jeremy Lisnoff, who had been competing as a solo swimmer, 

Narr. finally has a swim team. 
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1997 

 

1997 Jan. 10  John Tarasevich, 14, led 20  friends and fellow Boy Scouts in his Eagle 

Scout project of cleaning Narrow River. 

 

1997 Jan. 22 Derek Sanderson, a former Boston Bruin hockey star, spoke to 300 7th and 

8th graders on the bad effects of alcohol and drugs had on him. 

 

1997 Jan. 29  Police Chief John O’Connell is President of the RI Police Chief’s 

Association. 

 

1997 Feb. 21  Erika Hedges featured Narr. Chamber of Commerce’s, Brig. Gen (Ret.) 

Jack Apperson. 

 

1997 March 14  Twelve-year-old Neil Reiss is the number one forms competition in the 

U.S. for 11-12-year-old black belts. 

 

1997 March 14  Bob Parks, who was the cub master for Pack 29, was posthumously 

honored for his great success. 

 

1997 May 2  Michael Pare wrote a ‘getting to know’ piece on Peter (Pan) Panagiotis. 

 

1997 May 2  Access to the SCM through the proposed Canonchet Farms subdivision 

was guaranteed. 

 

1997 May 14  A Civil War Weekend will be held at the SCM. 

 

1997 May 28  Almond McDevitt wrote about what would happen now if a storm like 

the 1938 Hurricane hit Narr. 

 

1997 June 11  Brooks Pharmacy will soon open a store at South Ferry and Boston Neck 

Roads. 

 

1997 June 20  Eleven students from the 7th and 8th grades are a part of the “Working 

with Wildlife” program and their project was rebuilding bluebird boxes at Ninigret 

National Wildlife Refuge.  Also, Almond McDevitt did “Getting to know…Yoshito 

Nakaminami” who is spending his Junior year from Japan at Narr. High School. 

 

1997 June 20  The new pavilion at Roger Wheeler State Beach will be open tomorrow. 

 

1997 June 25  The new owners will remodel the Dutch Inn. 

 

1997 June 27  The Point Judith Fisherman’s Council will receive a $69,850 grant from 

RIDEM to install a permanent system to treat fish waste. 
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1997 July 18  RIDEM will replace the deteriorated Pier A in Galilee with a 24 foot 

wide, 800 feet long pier. 

 

1997 July 23  The Block Island, a $7.5 million vessel, has joined Interstate 

Navigation’s fleet to make the runs between PJ and Block Island.  

 

1997 July 25  Bernice and Wayne Durfee are leading walking tours of the South Ferry 

area. 

 

1997 Aug. 22  Narragansett resident Robert T. Leonard, D.O. – Hair Restoration 

Surgeon –wrote:  “Hair Restoration at any Age.” 

 

1997 Aug. 27  Sallie Latimer signs a copy of her book, Narr. By-the-Sea. 

 

1997 Aug. 27  The lifeguards of Narr. Town Beach won their 11th straight RI Lifeguard 

Title. 

 

1997 Sept. 3  Erika Hodges wrote:  “Spain Celebrates First Decade.” 

 

1997 Oct. 1  URI researchers – Frank Golet URI wetland scientist; Peter Paton, URI 

bird expert; and Dennis Myshrall, URI Natural Resources Science Dept. researcher – are 

carefully watching over the Galilee saltmarsh restoration. 

 

1997 Oct. 8  URI and USEPA join forces for ecological research. 

 

1997 Oct. 10  The Narr. Town Council appointed a seven-member Galilee Advisory 

Board. 

 

1997 Oct. 12  RI Superior Court Judge Frank J. Williams ruled beach fees 

constitutional, much to the chagrin of CRABS advocate Jim Cavanaugh. 

 

1997 Oct. 24  RIDEM and the Small Craft Access Trust Foundation will construct a 

new parking lot at Black Point. 

 

1997 Nov. 5  The Ocean Technology Center had a ground-breaking at The URI Bay 

Campus.  The goal of this facility is to build business around ocean technology. 

 

1997 Nov. 12  Kathleen Ward-Bowen is running Girls Investigation Science and Math 

(GINS) for third and fourth quarters for both genders. 

 

1997 Nov. 21  Narragansett’s Will Seuffert (of Prout) wins Heisman Award.  

 

1997 Dec. 3  Norm Campbell, Ph.D., is named Chairman of VNS Homecare Board of 

Directors. 
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1998 

 

1998 Jan. 7  The Salt Pond Shopping Center was sold for $12.4 million, which allowed 

the Stop & Shop expansion to move forward. 

 

1998 Jan. 9  Dr. Robert Leonard is one of fewer than 50 doctors worldwide to become 

board certified in the field of hair restoration surgery by the American Board of Hair 

Restoration Surgery. 

 

1998 Jan. 21  The Galilee Advisory Board suggested a manager for the Port. 

 

1998 Jan. 23  Sarah Haig Friedman wrote:  “Getting to Know...Michael Maxon.”  

Michael is the owner of the Crazy Burger Café and Juice Bar. 

 

1998 Jan. 28  Brian Eldridge reached the 1,000-point mark in his high school basketball 

career. 

 

1998 Jan. 30  Anthony Amitrano (clarinet) and Sarah Gordon (french horn) placed first 

in the recent All-State Music Competition.  Anthony is a senior and Sarah a freshman at 

Narr. HS. 

 

1998 Feb. 18  Neal Westkott won two events in the Class B meet.  He won the 100-

yard freestyle and the 200-yard freestyle. 

 

1998 Feb. 20  Neil Riess, Jr. is the 11-12 year-old black-belt world champion. 

 

1998 March 4  The Narragansett Town Council supported the high speed ferry concept.  

A group led by Charlie Donadio, Jr. has proposed it and is being contested by Interstate 

Navigation, the current holder of the traditional ferry, and the town of New Shoreham 

(Block Island). 

 

1998 March 4  The 7th grade class of Karen Swaboda and the 8th grade class of Debi 

Swanlund at Narragansett Pier School are holding a Help the Hungry Concert, are a part 

of The Feinstein Hunger Brigade. 

 

1998 March 13  An All-Star Chess Team composed of 9th graders and 8th graders 

earned 2nd Place in the Junior High School State Championship. Also, the NT published 

16 poems and essays for Students Fighting Hunger.  

 

1998 May 6  Tom Spargo will build a golf pro shop and a driving range on 6.7 acres on 

Boston Neck Road. 

 

1998 May 13  Doug Wardwell won his fourth national award for video excellence for 

“South County Legacy,” created for the SC Tourism Council. 
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1998 May 20  Lauren Grzebian and Mike Kostardies (SK) shared medalist honors in 

the All-Division Tournament at PJCC. 

 

1998 June 12  Narragansett High School finished second in The Fourth Annual RI 

Envirothon. 

 

1998 July 10  The Towers Committee, chaired by Dave Ousterhout, is bringing The 

Towers back to life. 

 

1998 July 15  The PJ Lighthouse was one of four finalists for the national lighthouse 

museums but lost to Staten Island, NY.  RI Lt. Gov. Bernie Jackvony stated:  “The 

design, the economic and statistics could be put to use toward a new goal or some sort of 

educational exhibit that highlights RI history in relation to the ocean.” 

 

1998 July 15  Rachael Kelley wrote:  “Enjoying a popular spot by the sea (at 

Narragansett’s sea wall).” 

 

1998 July 17  Sarah Hay Friedman wrote:  “Galilee business owners express concerns 

for Port’s future –Some fear fishermen will be forgotten in the push to develop tourism in 

the area.” 

 

1998 July 31  Mimi Sammis’ sculpture “Dancing on the Waves” is unveiled on the 

lawn next to the Town Beach. 

 

1998 July 31  Applebee’s is eyeing a Salt Pond Shopping Center location if the town 

gives special approval. 

 

1998 Aug. 14  Two trips by RIEDC and the RI Seafood Council to China and to the 

Philippines netted $900,000, with $2.5 million additional orders for fish. 

 

1998 Aug. 21  Tricia Panagiotis, surfer, was honored by WJAR-TV as an Athlete of the 

Year and was featured as a part of a three-night series. 

 

1998 Aug. 26  Fred Bartlett Sr. and Fred (Frantic) Jr. will compete as a team in the 

World Triathlon Championships in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

 

1998 Aug. 28  Sarah Haig Friedman wrote:  “Getting to know George Leninhan, Sr.” – 

the co-proprietor of Pacho O’Malley’s. 

 

1998 Aug. 28  Hurricane Bonnie is close by. 

 

1998 Sept. 16  Governor Almond cut the ribbon to mark the official opening of the new 

Ocean Technology Center at GSO. 

 

1998 Sept. 16  $89,000 has been spent to renovate Adventureland on PJ Road across 

from Stop & Shop. 
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1998 Sept. 18  John T. Holton is new Superintendent of Schools. 

 

1998 Sept. 23  Kathleen Ward-Bowen was one of four RI teachers and 160 nationally 

to receive a $25,000 Milken Family Foundation National Education Award this year. 

 

1998 Sept. 25  Interstate Navigation is appealing, along with Block Island, the RIPUC 

decision in favor of the high-speed ferry of Island Hi-Speed Ferry LLC. 

 

1998 Oct. 2  Sarah Haig Friedman wrote a lovely story entitled “A great spirit in Narr., 

Jack Gaines dies at 88:  Friends remember him as a man who did much for the town he 

loved.” 

 

1998 Oct. 2  Jim Bennett, Republican, detailed his campaign for RI General Treasurer. 

 

1998 Oct. 23  Mrs. Christensen’s and Mrs. Stedman’s fourth grade classes met the 

Globalearn Explorers in Boston and will follow them on the Internet as they cross the 

U.S. 

 

1998 Nov. 11  Two newcomers – Stanley Wojciechowski and David Crook -- were 

elected as independents, in addition to Democrats George Lenihan, Jr., Brian Handrigan 

and Suzanne Miller.  Jeff Hamill and Tony Catuogno were ousted by Christine Sullivan 

and John Devaney on the School Committee. 

 

1998 Nov. 18  Richard Bucci has his machine-generated art on display at Barnes & 

Noble. 

 

1998 Dec. 2  A long-billed Murrelet, a native of Siberia and the Sea of Japan, was 

spotted in Narragansett for the first time in RI. 

 

1998 Dec. 9  Narragansett beat Tiverton to win the Div. IV Super Bowl 29 to 25. 

 

1999 

 

1999 Jan. 6  Peter Pan has been invited to attend and compete in the 1999 Noosa 

Surfing Festival on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast in Australia. 

 

1999 Jan. 15  On Saturday about 13 teachers and 13 parents, along with members of the 

American Power Conversion Co. and high school technical coordinator Vin Doyle, will 

wire two classrooms in the high school for internet access. 

 

1999 Jan. 20  Allison Garceau placed first in three events at the Bay View Invitational 

Girls meet – the 50 meter and the 100 meter freestyle and the 200 medley relay, on which 

she anchored. 
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1999 Jan. 22  Denise Owens is the Police Officer of the Year for the RI Crime 

Prevention Assoc.  Last month she received the Sunderland Practitioner of the Year 

Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Society of Crime Prevention.  

Denise has been the community service officer for 10 years. 

 

1999 Feb. 5  Sarah Haig Friedman wrote:  “Land grant sparks debate over open space.” 

 

1999 Feb. 10  School Supt. Holton pulled the plug on the administering of the SALT 

survey, after much controversy. 

 

1999 Feb. 24  Washington Trust will purchase the 12-year old PierBank.  Also, Sawyer 

School acquires the Ocean State Business Institute, owned by Bary Smith. 

 

1999 Feb. 26  Mimi Sammis will exhibit 30 of her works at the United Nations in NY. 

 

1999 Feb. 26  Sarah Haig Friedman wrote:  “Boon St. reflecting history,” which 

covered about 120 years. 

 

1999 March 3  The proposed Applebee’s was denied a liquor license, as was the 1200 

Ocean Road restaurant. 

 

1999 March 5  A new Kinney Bungalow is almost completed after a three-year 

renovation, and will be open for use and visitors. 

 

1999 March 12  Pending General Assembly approval, the RIEDC will take over control 

of Galilee from the DEM. 

 

1999 March 24  Francis Boyle, 16, has his first play “Finding Ahab” in production at 

the All Children’s Theatre in Providence. 

 

1999 April 30  The Friends of Oceanography will host a guided field trip to the Galilee 

Bird Sanctuary Salt Marsh. 

 

1999 May 5  The former Pier House Inn has been redesigned to an elegant Victorian 

Rose and renamed the Ocean Rose Inn. 

 

1999 May 19  The Farrelly Brothers (Bobby and Peter) are shooting “Me, Myself, and 

Irene,” starring Jim Carrey at Great Island.  Rachael Kelley wrote the article.  Ernest 

Brown was the photographer. 

 

1999 May 28  Rachael Kelley followed up with “Limelight still shines bright in hearts 

of Great Island residents.”  

 

1999 June 11  The Town Council voted to pay $15,876 legal fees for former 

councilman, Ray Storti, and his daughter, Karen Saucier. 
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1999 June 16  Applied Science Associates, founded by URI Prof. Malcolm Spaulding, 

celebrated its 20th anniversary.  It is located on Dean Knauss Drive off South Ferry Road. 

 

1999 June 18  The Town Council support RIDEM over RIEDC as port managers for 

Galilee. 

 

1999 July 7  Since the bill to transfer control of Galilee to RIEDC from RIDEM was 

not passed in the General Assembly, RIDEM remains in control. 

 

1999 July 21  The Narragansett Minor League Boys All-Star Team beat Warwick 

American (7-0) to win the Dorothy Couto Tournament. 

 

1999 July 23  Geoff Boss won his first-ever victory on the CART Indy Lights circuit. 

 

1999 Aug. 11  The VFW Post 365 in Narr. opposes using Memorial Park for a 

permanent ice rink. 

 

1999 Aug. 13  Steve Babcock won a ISKA World Championship in Coronado Springs, 

CA. 

 

1999 Sept. 15  Groundbreaking ceremonies were held for an expansion of St. 

Veronica’s Chapel. 

 

1999 Sept. 17  John Hickey was elected to the Town Council to replace Stanley 

Wojciechowski, who had resigned. 

 

1999 Oct. 6  Linda McCarthur is President of Financial Women International.  She is 

Corporate Secretary and VP of Community Relations for Peoples Bank. 

 

1999 Nov. 3  Kaitlyn DeCubellis, 13, and her friend’s mother, Marsha Bowman, were 

killed by an intoxicated driver at Route 4 and Route 95 in NK. 

 

1999 Dec. 3  The 17th Annual MADD vigil will honor Katie DeCubellis and Marsha 

Bowman. 

 

1999 Dec. 8  Narragansett beat Tiverton 46-43 to win the Division IV Super Bowl. 

 

1999 Dec. 24  David Caprio, Democrat, beat Larry Goldberg, Republican, to replace 

deceased RI Representative Jim Kelso. 

 

1999 Dec. 29  The seventh annual Wright family free Christmas Dinner was held at the 

Narr. Community Center. 

 

1999 Dec. 29  Rocky Rakovic wrote:  “The Century in Review:  Sports,” detailing 10 

stories from the NT. 
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1999 Dec. 31  Peter Pan wrote:  “Locals deserve Hall of Fame too:  (1) Pat McMulty; 

(2) Sue Lloyd Hogan; and (3) Howie Goldsmith.” 
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Time Period 17 

Period Name, 2000-2022 

 

2000 

 

2000 Jan. 5  The NRPA received a $25,000 grant from the RI Foundation for The 

Active Watershed Education Program, (e.,g., AWEsome), a hands-on learning experience 

for middle school students. 

 

2000 Jan. 14  Mandi Erwin, a Junior at NHS, was selected for the second year to attend 

The National Youth Leadership Forum on Medicine. 

 

2000 Feb. 2  The crew of The National Science Foundation’s research vessel, 

Endeavor, which is homeported at URI’s bay campus, received a commendation for their 

part in rescuing three Canadian Sailors. 

 

2000 Feb. 23  West Bay Gourmet will open on March 1. 

 

2000 Feb. 25  George Tracy is a candidate for Bill Bradley and, hopefully, will be at 

the Los Angeles Democratic Convention. 

 

2000 Feb. 25  A heavy snowstorm did not stop the 32nd mid-winter Eastern Surfing 

Association event. 

 

2000 March 1  Helen Farrell Allen, a local historian, led a George Washington event at 

the South Ferry Church to honor George Washington’s trip to Boston following the 

French Victory over Lord Braddock in the French Indian War of the 1750’s. 

 

2000 March 8  URI parties at Eastward Look and at Point Judith came under attack. 

 

2000  March 8  Narragansett Girl Scouts will collect new socks, diapers and underwear 

for needy children for the Annual Project Undercover campaign. 

 

2000 March 15  The Bon Vue reopens on St. Patrick’s Day. 

 

2000 March 24  Leo’s Pizza little league team went undefeated and won the Narr. 

Bradford Trout 11-13 year old division league championship. 

 

2000 March 29  The Galilee Mission to Fishermen, celebrating its 15-year anniversary, 

is kicking off its first Annual Fund Drive. 

 

2000 March 29  Lila Delman homes are now listed on the worldwide net. 

 

2000  April 14  The Point Judith Lighthouse will be renovated at a cost of $200,000. 
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2000 April 14  Michael Clark, a 13-year-old eighth-grader at Narragansett Pier School, 

won $891 at the Eastern Class Championships Chess Tournament against a group of 

mostly adults. 

 

2000 April 19  Hisa’s Flowers and Gifts will open on April 29 at 886 Boston Neck 

Road. 

 

2000 April 21  The Grzebien sisters (Lauren, Mary Ellen, and Anna) will play from the 

white tees rather than the red tees. 

 

2000 April 25  The Nardolillo Funeral Home is coming to Narr. 

 

2000 April 26  Two sisters — 14-year-old Tori Newbauer and 12-year-old Ashlee 

Clark — led a fundraising effort to memorialize Kaitlyn DeCubelllis and Rachel 

DiFranco. 

 

2000 April 26  St. Veronica’s Church will be dedicated in May after extensive 

renovations. 

 

2000 April 26  A new cupola is part of a renovation of the Towers. 

 

2000 May 24  Brickley’s Ice Cream will open on Boston Neck Road. 

 

2000 May 31  The Towers announced an ambitious 2000 Summer Event Schedule in 

honor of “Rebirth” of the Towers:  100 Years after the Fire.” 

 

2000 June 7  Fishermen are concerned about the size of the Block Island Ferry. 

 

2000 June 9  The annual Narragansett Recreation Dept. fishing derby is held at Sprague 

Park. 

 

2000 June 14  Fourth graders raised money by selling popcorn and donated the money 

to the Galilee Mission to Fishermen and the Women’s Resource Center of South County. 

 

2000 June 16  Bob Griffin, long-time football coach, is entering his fifth decade as the 

new Quarterbacks Coach and Northeast Recruiter for Holy Cross. 

 

2000 June 21  The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce opens its new offices at 5 

Woodruff Ave., moving from the Towers. 

 

2000 June 21  Dixon Simmons won the U.S. Tennis Assoc. Ocean State Tennis 

Championship at Roger Williams Univ.  His brother, Drew, finished 4th in the 12 and 

under division. 

 

2000 July 14   Anna Grzebien qualified for the U.S. Women’s (Golf) Amateur 

Tournament. 
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2000 July 19   Denise E. Frederick received a $25,000 Milken Educator Award. 

 

2000 July 28   Ralph Coppa, “Mr. Recreation,” died at 68. 

 

2000 Aug. 2  The Higgins Family finished first in a sand carvings competition at Roger 

Wheeler State Beach. 

 

2000 Aug. 2  Laurie Feit-Melnick won the 29th Annual Blessing of the Fleet race. She 

lives in Narragansett and is the women’s track coach at URI. 

 

2000 Aug. 9  The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce celebrated its 75th Anniversary 

at a gala at The Village Inn Conference Center. 

 

2000 Aug. 16  A 100-foot long 21-foot wide boat will provide high-speed ferry service 

from Galilee to Block Island. 

 

2000 Aug. 18  NOAA will open its doors to the public from 10 am to 3 pm allowing 

curious visitors to tour the facility. 

 

2000 Sept. 13  U.S. Senators Lincoln Chafee and John Warner joined Mrs. John 

Chafee, Gov. Almond, and others at the dedication of The John H. Chafee National 

Wildlife Refuge at Pettaquamscutt Cove. 

 

2000 Sept. 15  The “Brilliant Ball” at the Towers marked 100 years after the great fire. 

 

2000 Oct. 4  Councilwoman Suzanne Miller’s acceptance of a teaching position in 

Narragansett is under attack by Doug Wardwell, Narragansett Repub. Chair, and James 

O’Neil, former RIAG. 

 

2000 Oct. 6   David Andrews is the new superintendent of Narragansett Schools.  He 

had been the principal of Narragansett High School for six years. 

 

2000 Oct. 13   URI Coastal Resources Center received a $10.2 million grant from The 

U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  This grant will help continue 

environmental and ecologically friendly development plans around the globe. 

 

2000 Oct. 18   Suzanne Miller resigned from Town Council in anger. 

 

2000 Oct. 20   Ted Wright is the new executive director of the Narr. Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

2000 Oct. 25   RIDEM director Don McGovern said new Galilee port regs are designed 

to aid commercial fishing fleets. 
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2000 Oct. 27   Ocean Tides received a $3,000 award from Fleet Bank of Boston’s All-

Star Program. 

 

2000 Nov. 3  About 110 Surfriders helped cleanup the local coastline.  The 

Narragansett Lions donated $9,520 in toys to the Jonnycake Center from the Narr. Toy 

Company. 

 

2000 Nov. 8  Narragansett will match RIDEM’s $250,000 grant for 55 acres near 

Kinney Ave., South Pier Road, and Westmoreland St. for open space. 

 

2000 Nov. 10  After the count of absentee ballots, the five-elected council members (in 

order of votes) are John Hickey, Brian Handrigan, David Crook, Jim Durkin, and George 

Lenihan, Jr. 

 

2000 Nov. 10  Narragansett eighth graders ranked second in RI in terms of reading 

comprehension.  

 

2000 Nov. 10  The Point Judith Lighthouse has been extensively restored and is ready 

for re-lighting. 

 

2000 Nov. 24  Sammy Williams won an ANBC U.S. Natural Body Building 

Championship and is “Mr. USA.”  He trains at Steve Koussa’s gym. 

 

2000 Dec. 13  An anonymous parishioner donated $50,000 to restore the bell at St. 

Thomas Moore Church. 

 

2000 Dec. 22  Former town manager John A. “Buzzy” Mulligan died at 83. 

 

2000 Dec. 22  Dorothy Sturges donated two land parcels and Vincent Passananti’s six 

parcels to The Narr. Land Trust. 

 

2000 Dec. 27  RIPTA is offering Flex service designed to meet the needs of 

communities where traditional public transit does not exist. 

 

2001 

 

2001  Jan. 5   Ned Caswell of Narragansett RE/MAX Flagship real estate office has 

sailed around the horn on his way to New Zealand as part of The RI Global Challenge.  

His Team Compaq is in second place in a 12 yacht race around the world, “The wrong 

way, east to west, against the wind and current.” 

 

2001 Jan. 5  The Narragansett Lions and the Southern New England Liver Donor 

Foundation will hold a fundraiser “An Afternoon for Bill Bruckshaw” at the Bon Vue 

Inn. 
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2001 Jan. 10  Two soccer benches were dedicated to Mrs. Marsha Bowman, who had 

worked to raise money for the first women’s soccer team in 1999. 

 

2001 Jan. 17  St. Peter’s Church held a service in memory of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

 

2001 Jan. 24  Twenty-one Narragansett High school students attended the inauguration 

as part of the National Close-up program. 

 

2001 Jan. 31  Brett Cooke, a 6th grader, won the Providence Performing Arts Center 

logo contest for the Arts Scholarship 2001 Program. 

 

2001 Feb. 2  The CG has a new 47-foot, 40,000-pound,  25-knot ship for search and 

rescue capacity. 

 

2001 Feb. 7  Kevin Wanzer presented a motivational speech for drug-free living – laced 

with comic touches from his own adolescent experiences – at Narragansett High School. 

 

2001 Feb. 14  Longtime Narragansett Town Council member, Joe LaBelle, dies at 58. 

 

2001 Feb. 16  Both Narr. and SK offer space for food stamp offices. 

 

2001 Feb. 16  Twenty students in Susan Parr’s fourth grade class wrote letters to 

President Bush. 

 

2001 Feb. 21  Narragansett Radiology has added the LoRad “Elite” machine for 

mammograms. 

 

2001 March 2  Lois Reiss of Oceanside Martial Arts and the Narragansett Parks & 

Recreation Dept. have joined forces to offer a six-week training program for self-defense. 

 

2001 March 16  Longtime Pier school science teacher Uli Gallman is a recipient of a 

2000 Presidential Award for Excellence in Math and Science Teaching. 

 

2001 March 21  Girl scouts from Narragansett and SK took part in National Quilting 

Day.  The quilts go to area children in need. 

 

2001 Apr. 4  Casa Rossi celebrates 20 years. 

 

2001 May 11  The preschool and kindergarten programs at Narr. Elem. School are 

recently accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

 

2001 May 25  Adam Bloom of Narr. HS earned All-Class status in the 1500 meters run, 

800 meters run, and the 4x400 meters relay run. 

 

2001 May 30  Laura Ricketson wrote a delightful follow-up story on Dan Hodes’ “A 

Narr. Lifeguard, First Year at a Roman Catholic Seminary.” 
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2001 June 6  Bill Bivona, vice president of The Narragansett Tree Society, announced 

its goal of ultimately surveying all the trees on public streets and parks in Narragansett. 

The NT followed up with an editorial:  “Don’t Just Hug ‘Em, Save ‘Em!” 

 

2001 June 6  Anna Grzebien, a Narragansett High School sophomore, won the RI IL 

Girls Individual Golf Tournament at PJCC. 

 

2001 June 13  Ann O’Neill is feted at a surprise party by the Narragansett Chamber of 

Commerce and The Village Inn on the 15th anniversary of the SC Tourism Council. 

 

2001 June 20  Chrissy McCann, a former assistant coach at URI and a summer resident 

of Jerusalem, became the first soccer player from RI to start a game in the new Women’s 

United Soccer Association. 

 

2001 June 22  Funeral services are planned for Bruce H. Lofter, a 57-year-old, fourth 

generation lobsterman who died aboard his vessel. 

 

2001 July 11  The RI Dept. of Human Services will open a food stamp office in 

Narragansett at the Community Center. 

 

2001 July 13   RIDOT has applied to the Army Corps of Engineers to construct a new 

Middle Bridge. 

 

2001 Aug. 3  Roch’s is coming to Boston Neck Road. 

 

2001 Aug. 10  Narragansett will be allowed to charge 35 cents per ferry ticket and will 

raise $70,000 a year from it. 

 

2001 Aug. 15  Mark DeWolf wrote about Ned Caswell’s around-the-world yacht race. 

 

2001 Aug. 24  Kristen Cornwall wrote “WWII Bunkers are No Place to Hunker,” about 

Walter K. Schroder’s book on them (off Scarborough beach, near Camp Cronin at the 

Fishermen’s Park). 

 

2001 Aug. 24  Anna Grzebien won two AJGA tournaments in a row at the New York 

Country Club, New Hempstead, NY. 

 

2001 Aug. 24  Pier Fleet Branch will close at Pier Marketplace. 

 

2001 Aug. 29  The Ann Gall Durbin Aquarium Building honors her nearly 20 years of 

excellence at URI’s Graduate School of Oceanography. 

 

2001 Sept. 5  More than 100 teachers picketed outside Narragansett HS after voting not 

to return without a new contract. 

 



17-7 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

2001 Sept. 5  The Narragansett Town Council voted 4 to 1 to explore a continuation of 

the SK bike path with many reservations from the audience. 

 

2001 Sept. 5  The Point Judith charter fishing vessel Gail Frances was stranded and 

passengers moved to the Coast Guard Eagle.  

 

2001 Sept. 12  Narragansett teachers settled for a one-year contract. 

 

2001 Sept. 19  The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce will host an “Evening of 

Community Unity and Prayer” in honor of victims of 911.  A $40 admission fee will be 

donated to a victims’ family fund. 

 

2001 Sept. 28  Narragansett voters overwhelmingly approved bonds up to $2 million to 

help clean up the Rose Hill Land Fill. 

 

2001 Oct. 5  Town Manager Loontjens chose his job over his Cranston pension. 

 

2001 Oct. 12  Laura, Mary Ellen, and Anna Grzebien were inducted into the first group 

of the RI Golf Hall of Fame. 

 

2001 Oct. 19   Ulysses S. Gallman, an eighth grade Narr. science teacher, received the 

prestigious Milken Educator Award and $25,000. 

 

2001 Oct. 24   Rob Allen, owner of Results Bodywork, spent two days in NYC to heal 

the muscles of those who are healing others. 

 

2001 Nov. 7  The NT editorialized “It’s Time to Regulate Jet Ski Traffic.” 

 

2001 Nov. 23  Anne Mimi Sammis, creator of the “Dancing on the Waves” sculpture 

located to the south of South Pavilion, will install her newest creation just beyond it. 

 

2001 Dec. 7  Enrollment in Narragansett Schools is down, state aid is too little, and 

there is a very high cost per student.  School-age children went from 2,438 in 1990 to 

2,302 in 2000.  Senior citizen population increased from 1,601 to 2,216. 

 

2002 

 

2002 Jan 4  A file folder for “Bike Path” is opened. 

 

2002 Jan 4  Greg Breene is selected “Outstanding Conservation Teacher” by the RI 

Southern Conservation District for his work with Narr. H.S.’s horticulture program, one 

of only five in RI. 

 

2002 Jan. 11  Kathryn Mahoney scored her 1000th point.  Peter Pan wrote about a 

former Narragansett surfer, Jason Maxwell, who hit the big time as a member of the 

international World Industries team and as a designer of skateboards and sneakers. 
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2002 Jan. 18  Nancy Devaney, Narragansett Youth Task Force coordinator announced 

the hiring of a Pawtucket firm to assess the Town’s drug prevention needs. 

 

2002 Jan. 30  Sheryl Benn, Jeremy Webb, and Matt Webb saved Sharon Jordan from a 

fire at her Perkins Ave. apartment. 

 

2002 Feb. 15  Narragansett offers all-day kindergarten. 

 

2002 Feb. 15  Narragansett wrestlers are champions of Class C-II.  Narragansett girls 

won the Class C swimming title. 

 

2002 Feb. 22  The Point Judith Coast Guard rescued the crew of the Forager, an 87-foot 

fishing dragger. 

 

2002 March 3  Lt. Don Dragon has been on sick leave since October.  He was part of 

the RI team at Ground Zero from Sept. 11 until Sept. 25.  He is diagnosed with “World 

Trade Center Cough.” 

 

2002 March 20  The Dunes Club gatehouse will be honored for its historic preservation 

at the RI Annual Statewide Historic Preservation Conference. 

 

2002 March 22  The Narragansett Middle School cheerleaders won the state 

championship. 

 

2002 March 22  Peter Manfredo, Jr. is RI’s top professional boxer with a 12-0 record.  

His father, also acting as his trainer, was the World Super Welterweight Kick Champ 

in1989. 

 

2002 March 29  Eighth grader Jesse Vartanian is Pier School’s first student Artist of the 

Month. 

 

2002 April 5  Narragansett purchased Camp JORI for $1.5 million. 

 

2002 April 5  Teacher Lennon Schroeder has coached his high school chess team to an 

impressive 11-0 record in tournament play. 

 

2002 April 17  The School Committee unanimously voted to keep its local school bus 

system. The NT supported this. 

 

2002 April 17  The Town Council approved $510,000 to finance repairs to the third 

floor of the Towers. 

 

2002 April 17  Roch’s Produce opens doors in Narragansett. 
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2002 April 19  Seventy-year-old Barbara Wright, senior center coordinator, is 

challenging the town’s compulsory age retirement policy. 

 

2002 May 1  Bob Ballard, URI Ph.D. in marine geology and geophysics, will rejoin 

URI to establish an institute for deep-sea archeology, the Institute for Marine Cultural 

Research. 

 

2002 May 10  The U.S. Dept. of Labor ordered Narragansett to pay overtime to 154 

town employees for $158,670 – $105,378 to firemen and  $46,178 to police. 

 

2002 May 15  Neal Jones wrote “Fishermen Rally to Demand Rollback of Tight 

Regulations,” describing a stream of more than 70 fishing boats parading past a crowd of 

300 in Galilee, rallying against economic regulations. 

 

2002 May 17  The Future Farmers of America (FFA) is holding its annual plant sale at 

the Narr. High School greenhouse. 

 

2002 May 24  Narragansett H.S. theater teacher Neil Santoro embraced the challenge of 

directing “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”  Kaitlin Spargo and A.J. Brunetti have the lead 

roles. 

 

2002 May 29  The Narragansett Pier School will be the first in RI to receive an 

educational learning pond through the National Fund for Kids program. 

 

2002 May 29  U.S. District Court Judge Gladys Kessler rescinded her decision on 

ground fishing in New England. 

 

2002 May 29  Peter Manfredo, Jr. is Eastern Boxing Assoc. Super Welterweight champ 

as he beat Mike McFail in a TKO in the 8th round. 

 

2002 May 31  Bob Ballard led an international team which discovered JFK’s PT109. 

 

2002 June 5  Police Chief John O’Donnell retired under the old pension plan, which 

granted a pension at half salary without any contributions.  Republican Larry Goldberg 

and Councilman David Crook, as well as the NT, criticized the process, which gave 

Town Manager Loontjens total control of the selection committee for the new chief. 

 

2002 June 19  RIDOT announced plans to replace the Great Island Bridge. 

 

2002 June 19  Kelly Hart wrote:  “Glassblower Starts Pier Artist’s Colony” about Mike 

Bomes’ new gallery and workspace, The Narragansett Art Collaborative at 140 Boon 

Street. 

 

2002 June 21  Patricia Barrett, 81, has teamed-up with her 102-year-old mother, 

Barbara Damon to deliver Meals on Wheels. 
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2002 June 21  In what she said was the highlight of her career, Mimi Sammis’ “He’s 

Got the Whole World in His hands,” was unveiled by Queen Elizabeth II and Prince 

Philip as a part of the Queen’s 50th Anniversary. 

 

2002 June 28  Only three candidates filed to run for the five-person school committee. 

 

2002 July 10  Julie Novak’s “Remembering Ted Williams,” told about Bob 

Beauregard’s wood cut veneer portrait of Ted Williams, Yogi Berra, and Hank Soar 

(umpire, also of Harbour Island) is being accepted into the Ted Williams Museum in 

Hernando, FL.  Bob visited the museum in March. 

 

2002 July 12  Narragansett Under 12 Girls Travel Team is RI Super Liga State 

Champs, beating Portsmouth in a shoot-out.  No goals were allowed for its seven game 

regular season. 

 

2002 July 19  By a 4-1 vote, the Town Council replaced the zoning board chair, 

Michael Lapisky, and another member, Marc Stuart, for not videotaping board meetings.   

 

2002 July 31  TV star Erik Lutes, originally from Charlestown, ran in the Blessing of 

the Fleet race. His big break was a guest appearance in “Frazier.” 

 

2002 Aug. 7  Island Hi-Speed Ferry is now able to expand its passenger limit on Athena 

to 250. 

 

2002 Aug. 9   Fisherman Jim Rawlings put a message in a Gatorade bottle off Galilee 

on 6/21/2001. It was picked up on 5/22/02 at Downpatrick Head Ballycastle, Ireland.  Jim 

released another four bottles with a response from Nova Scotia. 

 

2002 Aug. 16  The Narragansett Ames store closed, as all 237 stores are closed. 

 

2002 Sept. 4  The Narragansett Lions made its annual donation of $1,500 to the Library 

for the purchase of large print and talking books. 

 

2002 Sept. 4  Shana Skwyra and Bob Biogren caught a 705-lb. mako shark on the 

charter boat “Snappa,” skippered by Capt. Charlie Donilon. 

 

2002 Sept. 11  James Sheehan beat “Tim” McDonald 2435 to 1263 in the democrat 

primary for Senate 36, while David Caprio won House 34 against George Lenihan, Jr. 

1,788 to 695. 

 

2002 Sept. 18  Volunteers helped DEM Fish and Wildlife seed 500,000 bay scallops in 

PJ Pond, funded by part of the $1.6 million award from the North Cape Oil spill. 

 

2002 Oct. 2  Former RI Senator Bill O’Neill was feted and honored by the naming of 

the South County Bike Path in his honor. 
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2002 Oct. 9  A number of local officials and NRPA Pres. Richard Grant joined RI 

Governor Almond in a ground breaking for the new 170-foot span at Middle Bridge. 

 

2002 Oct. 9  Undefeated Peter Manfredo, Jr. knocked out Frankie “The Surgeon” in the 

7th round in Providence’s Dunkin Donuts Center. 

 

2002 Oct. 23  James David Smith is the new police chief. He is currently Westerly’s 

police chief. He has a master’s degree in justice administration from Salve Regina Univ. 

and is in its Ph.D. program. 

 

2002 Oct. 25  Deborah Ranaldi is RI Middle School Physical Educator of the Year. 

 

2002 Oct. 25  Lt. Vincent Carlone announced the seizure of 124 marijuana plants, being 

raised in a high intensity lighting system at 159 Caswell St. 

 

2002 Nov. 1  Local residents protested Dave Roebuck’s plans to start a 3-acre oyster 

farm in PJ Pond. 

 

2002 Nov. 6  Mimi Sammis unveiled a new bronze memorial for women veterans at the 

Veterans Cemetery at Exeter. 

 

2002 Nov. 6  David Crook and Annemarie Silveira – both Independent Democrats – 

were top vote getters for town council.  Brian Handrigan is elected, but John Hickey and 

Jim Durkin are not yet victorious. 

 

2002 Nov. 8  David Crook, Annemarie Silveria, Brian Handrigan, and John Hickey 

were joined by Valerie Martelli – who beat the incumbent Jim Durkin by 16 votes – on 

the Narragansett Town Council. Jim Sheehan beat Tim Haxton by 489 votes for RI 

Senate District #36. With only three candidates on the ballot and, hence, two open school 

committee slots, write-in candidates Susan Buonanno and Ray Ranaldi received more 

votes than Sheila Trainor and Anthony Catougno. 

 

2002 Nov. 8  The Briggs Farm sewer bond issue for $4.7 million won 2 to 1. 

 

2002 Nov. 20  Jack Casey, president and Bill Bivona, vice president of the Narr. Tree 

Society, will cut down the diseased black pines in Eastward Look and replace them with 

several species of new trees. 

 

2002 Nov. 27  Seniors, 65 and older, earning less than $20,000 annually, can defer a 

percentage of their taxes based on a sliding scale, until they sell their property or pass it 

to their heirs. 

 

2002 Dec. 4  Kate Williams wrote an excellent piece on David Cicilline, “Providcnce 

Mayor: His Roots are Here.” 
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2002 Dec. 4  Kate followed-up with “Pier Officials Crunch Numbers, Grapple with 

Rising Per-Pupil Costs.”  Enrollment dropped to 1,746 students from the high of 1,925 in 

1993.  Narragansett has fewer than two children per household. 

 

2002 Dec. 11  Ken Castro wrote “NHS Falls a Point Short” – Classical 34, NHS 33 – in 

the Div. IV Super Bowl, despite four touchdowns from Zac Seegars.  It came down to the 

last play. 

 

2002 Dec. 11  Mary Beck retired after 15 years as Town Clerk. She started working in 

the town clerk’s office in 1974. 

 

2002 Dec. 13  Erica Collins wrote about The Scoop, Narr. Elementary School’s student 

newspaper. Selected fourth grade students publish it two to four times a year. 

 

2002 Dec. 13  The Point Judith Fisherman’s Company is building a new fish byproduct 

processing facility.  Also, RIDEM will start working on the deteriorated Galilee 

waterfront. 

 

2002 Dec. 18  Gina Shramek, after suffering severe back pain, found yoga and then 

founded Natural Business at 76 Narragansett Ave. 

 

2002 Dec. 27  The NT in an editorial told the early 1800’s story of Stanton Byron 

Champlin, who ran away barefoot at 12 from Narragansett to Providence and became the 

source of the wealth of the Champlin Foundation.  It was founded by his grandson, 

George Stanton Champlin, in 1980. 

 

2003 

 

2003 Jan. 1  Prentice Stout is in the process of writing a book to document the rich 

history of the Harbor of Refuge.  A Place of Quiet Waters:  The History and Natural 

History of Rhode Island’s Point Judith Pond and the Harbor of Refuge (Limulus Books, 

Wakefield, 2006) is a very good scientific look at Point Judith Pond and a good start for a 

history of it.  Also, in 2006 Capers Jones published The History and Future of 

Narragansett Bay (Universal Publishers, Boca Raton, FL). This book is very readable and 

gives a good overview for studying the Point Judith Pond. 

 

2003 Jan. 3  Team Narragansett, a collection of middle school aged boys, won the 

annual Foxwoods holiday tournament with its fifth win, 48-28, stomping Hartford CT in 

the championship game.  Andrew Hanson was MVP. 

 

2003 Jan. 17  James Cotter, acting assistant chief in Providence, is named Narragansett 

fire chief. 

 

2003 Jan. 22  U.S. EPA awarded Narragansett a Clean Water Partners award for 

improving the water quality of Narrow River. 
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2003 Jan. 29  Marshalls acquires the Ames site and Newport Creamery will build in the 

Marshalls Salt Pond Plaza. 

 

2003 Jan. 29  Narragansett High School girls swim team had a perfect 10-0 record in 

dual meets. 

 

2003 Feb. 7  St. Thomas Moore Catholic Church celebrated the Mysteries of the Rosary 

in which a candle was lit for every prayer said for each of the 65 rosary beads. 

 

2003 Feb. 14  Kate Williamson wrote that the Port of Galilee harbor silt was costing 

millions of dollars in revenue. 

 

2003 Feb. 28  Narragansett Rescue Privates Scott McLaughlin and Troy Sweet assisted 

in the aftermath of the Station nightclub tragedy. 

 

2003 March 7  Kate Williamson wrote about the efforts of a member of the 

Narragansett Indian tribe, Craig Champlin aka “Little Fox,” to restore stone walls through 

Narr. Parks and Rec. Dept.  He, his father, and grandfather have done this for 30 years. 

 

2003 March 7  The family and friends of the late dancer and teacher Andrea Rizzo have 

donated funds for a new playground at the Elementary School.  Andrea was killed by a 

drunk driver on the Cross Bronx Expressway. 

 

2003 March 12  Jamie “Hurricane” Clampitt claimed the Women’s EBA Super 

Lightweight title by a TKO over Ragan Pudwill in the 4th round. 

 

2003 March 19  Judge Frank Caprio was sworn in by Governor Carcieri as chair of the 

RI Board of Governors for Higher Education. 

 

2003 April 4  David Baptista – team leader, scout, sniper platoon, 3rd battalion, First 

Marine Expeditionary Force, Iraq – wrote a letter from Iraq, which was published in the 

NT, to his son Jon. 

 

2003 April 9  After three years, May’s is back in Galilee—and so is salt water taffy. 

 

2003 April 9  Both high school boys and girls played lacrosse matches for the first time. 

 

2003 April 11  The Narragansett URI Coalition will conduct its second annual cleanup. 

 

2003 April 11  Matt Beavais will participate in golf at the 2003 Olympics World 

Summer Games in Dublin, Ireland June 20-29. 

 

2003 April 23  Julie Novak wrote “Business Owners Protest Limited Parking in 

Jerusalem Village.” 
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2003 April 25  Judge Frank Caprio, R.I. Board of Governors for Higher Education 

chairman, will be the commencement speaker at URI. 

 

2003 May 2  The Town and U.S. Fish and Wildlife are negotiating a land swap so that 

the bike path would bypass the paved, residential portion of School House Road. 

 

2003 May 14  The Narragansett Lions are holding a beach party to benefit the Station 

(House) Fire Victims.  The Narragansett Lions has 235 members – the fourth largest 

chapter in the U.S. and the 12th largest in the world. 

 

2003 May 16  Anna Grzebien didn’t play high school golf in her senior year to upgrade 

her game and is going to Duke. 

 

2003 May 23  Pia M. Durkin is the new school superintendent and the first woman to 

hold that position. 

 

2003 May 30  Twenty-four-year-old commercial fisherman David Roebuck received 

approval from CRMC to open a three-acre aquaculture farm in Point Judith Pond. 

 

2003 June 4  Narragansett Pier School had a sizeable crowd for the latest and greatest 

in student science projects at this year’s Science Expo. 

 

2003 June 6  The Town Council waived the $5,000 yearly rent for the first floor office 

of the Towers formerly charged to the Narragansett Chamber of Commerce. 

 

2003 June 6  Anna Grzebien won her second RI Interscholastic League’s Women’s 

Golf Championship with a 30-foot putt on the second playoff hole at PJCC. 

 

2003 June 25  Lance Corporal John Baptista was greeted by family and friends at T.F. 

Green as he returned from six months of duty in Iraq. 

 

2003 June 27  No swimming due to high bacteria count was allowed at the Bonnet 

Shores Beach Club and in some parts of Scarborough State Beach. 

 

2003 July 2  As one of SC Hospital services, SC Hospital Physical and Occupational 

Therapy has just moved to 14 Woodruff Road. 

 

2003 July 9  No fewer than six sharks closed the town beach. 

 

2003 July 23  The Narragansett Connie Mack baseball team is NE District champion by 

winning three games. 

 

2003 July 25   Bill O’Neill – legislator, civic leader, businessman – is dead at 72. 

 

2003 Aug. 6  Marshalls plans an August 14 opening. 
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2003 Aug. 20  Troubled teens are being helped by a new partnership between the 

Narragansett Police Dept. and The Washington County Juvenile Justice Project. 

 

2003 Aug. 22  The new $50,000 skate park at Christofaro Park, built by Narragansett 

Parks and Recreation, has been a huge success with skateboarders. 

 

2003 Aug. 27  Mark Schieldrop wrote “Beauty Abounds on Harbour Island Garden 

Group.” 

 

2003 Aug. 29  Twin Willows beat Sweeney’s 13-12 to win the Narr. P&R men’s adult 

softball championship.  Mark Deresienski drove in the last two runs with a double down 

the left field line. 

 

2003 Sept. 3  Army Sgt. Gregory Alan Belanger was RI’s first fatality in the U.S. 

occupation of Iraq.  He was in the prime of life at 24, a student at Johnson & Wales 

University, a chef at the Coast Guard House, and a devoted older brother.  He was 

engaged and planning to be married next year. 

 

2003 Sept. 24  Intense surf from Hurricane Isabel caused Robert Howell, 66, from MA 

to drown off the rocks. 

 

2003 Oct. 10  The Town Council joined Charlestown and Exeter in challenging the 

authority of the (RI) State Housing Appeals Board of having 10% of housing being 

“affordable.”  Narragansett has 3%. 

 

2003 Oct. 15  The Boston-based nonprofit agency The Preservation of Affordable 

Housing is ready to buy the affordable complex called South Winds Apts. 

 

2003 Nov. 19  Charles A. Donadio, Jr., was honored for his Fast Ferry Service with The 

Providence Business News’ Excellence Award. 

 

2003 Nov. 19  Led by Narragansett HS teacher Meredith Ashworth and Gary Minett, 

supervisor of maintenance, students put a paper recycling bin in every classroom.  

Students in Meredith Ashworth’s classes will pick up the bins each week. 

 

2003 Nov. 21  URI will work with the Narr. Coalition with a $35 million grant to fund 

research to reduce the risks associated with college alcohol abuse.  Prof. Mark Wood 

announced this at a URI-Narr. Coalition meeting. 

 

2003 Nov. 21  U.S. Fish & Wildlife will grant the Narragansett Indian tribe $500,000 to 

purchase the nearly 60-acre Downing Salt Pond Partners property in Narragansett. 

 

2003 Nov. 26  A routine traffic stop ended up with Narr. Police Officer Matthew Sutton 

arresting an escaped TN convict and murderer, Ricky Dale McDonald. 
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2003 Nov. 26  Narragansett High School’s football team went undefeated and won the 

Div. IV regular season with a 38-6 beating of Moses Brown. 

 

2003 Dec. 17  Narragansett Football beat Moses Brown 12 to 6 to win the Division IV 

Superbowl and finish its season 13 and 0. 

 

2003 Dec. 17  Ted and Barbara Wright will continue their hosting of a community 

Christmas Day turkey dinner. 

 

2003 Dec. 24  A funeral mass was held for Ann O’Neill, longtime advocate for South 

County tourism. 

 

2003 Dec. 24  South County Museum received a grant of $50,000 from the Champlin 

Foundation for building improvements and a $2,000 grant from the RI State Grange 

Foundation for the same purpose. 

 

2003 Dec. 31  Peter Pan remembered the great surfer and the body boarder, Mario 

Frade, in “Twenty-six Years Later his Record Stands Alone,” published in the NT. 

 

2004 

 

2004 Jan. 7  The new Paul Bailey’s Ford building is almost completed on Woodruff 

Ave., across from Salt Pond Plaza. 

 

2004 Jan. 9  Narragansett School Superintendent Pia Durkin and Assoc. Principal Dan 

Warner will hold a parent forum to sell the high school’s strengths so to compete better 

with private schools. 

 

2004 Jan. 14  Mark Schieldorp wrote “Shedding more light through Tiffany window” 

about repairs at St. Peter’s on a late 1800 stained glass window. 

 

2004 Jan. 16  Six sixth graders—Dan McSally, Jack Holland, Erin Van Hemerlijck, 

Hillary Carr, Kaitlyn Murray and Elysha Munn—received a first place plaque for a 

Creative Research Presentation at the First Lego League State competition.  These 

students are in an enrichment program headed by Holly Walsh. 

 

2004 Jan. 21  Rain Forest at the Crossroads--part of JASON XV—will engage students 

and teachers in an exciting journey to explore the Isthmus of Panama region and its 

tropical rain forests. 

 

2004 Jan. 28  Anna Grzebien, now golfing for Duke, was named RI Female Athlete of 

Year by RI Words Unlimited. Also, Peter Manfredo, Jr. TKOed Sherwin Davis in the 

sixth round to become the NABO (North American Boxing Organization) Junior 

Middleweight Champ. 
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2004 Feb. 20  The Narragansett TC added an additional 5.39 acres in Canonchet Farms 

to U.S. Fish and Wildlife to complete the land exchange, which permits Phase III of the 

bike path to begin from SK to Narragansett without touching a residential street. 

 

2004 March 12  The Narragansett TC voted that each rental property must be registered 

at a cost of $10 per bedroom and must post a copy of the tenant lease and of the 

registration form. 

 

2004 March 24  Eighth grader Mason Martini, 13 won the RI Scholastic League’s 

(Chess) Blitz Tournament and fifth grader Ryan Keane, 11 years old, finished 4th in his 

first year on the chess team. 

 

2004 March 24  The Lighthouse Inn of Galilee is in temporary receivership. 

 

2004 April 2  Pier Middle School Principal Jeff Sincoski is the RI Assoc. of School 

Principals 2003-04 Principal of the Year. 

 

2004 April 2  Jaime “Hurricane” Clampitt retains the IWBF title and adds on the 

NABA Female World Junior Welter Weight belt with a fourth round TKO over Lelana 

Ellis at Foxwoods. 

 

2004 April 7  Marie Younkin-Waldman has published “Simply South County:  Stories 

from the Smallest State.” 

 

2004 April 9  Kady Halls, a senior at NHS, was chosen as Cox/MTV “Choose or Lose” 

correspondent for RI. 

 

2004 April 9  The Narragansett Lions will dedicate its May 31 fund raiser to RI 

National Guard families involved with the war on terrorism. 

 

2004 April 14  NHS pitcher Jay Fuchs no-hitted Prout in a 15-0 win in a 5 inning 10-

run rule shortened game. 

 

2004 April 23  U.S. Fish & Wildlife purchased Sedge Island for $120,000 for a part of 

the Chafee National Wildlife Refuge.  Sedge Beds Island is along, narrow 8-acre stretch 

of land set on Pettaquamscutt Cove. 

 

2004 May 5  St. Peter’s by the Sea Episcopal Church and Temple Beth David marked 

their 15th year of joint services. 

 

2004 May 5  $1,600 has been donated for veterinary care for Shalako Craig Champlin’s 

(Little Fox) dog.  Shalako was injured while chasing a squirrel. 

 

2004 May 12  Ten students and three adults from the First Baptist Church went on a 10-

day trip to war-torn Croatia on a church mission of various good deeds. 
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2004 May 14  Jim Hurton is the new director of the Narragansett C of C.   

 

2004 May 14  Eric Lovejoy—a 17 year-old Junior at NHS—collected 15 books for the 

Hasbro Children’s Hospital as part of a National Honor Society service project.  Others 

collected 1,960 books under the leadership of Pier Middle School Librarian Cathy Taylor. 

 

2004 May 21  After five years as Assoc. Principal at NHS, Dan Warner was appointed 

Principal of NHS, replacing Stephen Coppinger. 

 

2004 May 21  Zach Seegers pitched the second no-hitter of 2004, as the NHS baseball 

team beat Central Falls 3-0. 

 

2004 May 28  Shirley Eastham is the new activities director at Kinney Bungalow at 

Sunset Farms.  An open house has been scheduled. 

 

2004 June 2  After a one and a half year closing for repairs, you can drive over the 

bridge at Middle Bridge. 

 

2004 June 2  In the opening round of RIIL Class Baseball playoffs, Jamie Degido 

pitched a perfect game in a 6 – 0 win over Tiverton. 

 

2004 June 18  Thanks to Preservation of Affordable Housing, Inc., a Boston-based non-

profit owner and operator of affordable housing, South Winds Apartments will remain 

affordable. 

 

2004 June 18  Jamie “The Hurricane” Clampitt and Jane “The Assassin” Couch fought 

“probably the most exciting fight in the history of women’s boxing.”  Unfortunately, 

Jamie lost the 10 round fight to the 35 year old Couch and Jamie lost her championship. 

 

2004 June 23  The Dillon Rotary will be renamed the “Charles ‘Ted’ Wright Rotary”  

as voted on by the Narr TC. 

 

2004 June 30  150 people attended the 50th Anniversary Celebration for The Cavalry 

Baptist Church. 

 

2004 July 9  The 2004 Professional Long Board Assoc. East Coast Surfing 

Championships happened on the 4th of July at the Town Beach. 

 

2004 July 14  After being closed for four years, the U.S. Army Reserve Center at Fort 

Greene with 106 acres will become the site for emergency medical training.  Also, Univ. 

of VT graduate students are compiling data for a comprehensive study of the flora and 

fauna at that site.  

 

2004 July 21  Walking coach Mike Hoffer won the top 2 awards from the Leukemia 

Lymphoma Society Team in the Training Program.  He has raised $87,000 for LLS since 

1999, the number 1 participant. 
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2004 July 21  The Watergate & Cove Apts. On Starr Drive will be transformed into 

Ocean Breeze Condominiums.  The condos will sell between $200,000 and $300,000. 

 

2004 July 28  Ted Wright and others invested in a $65,000 trolley car named “Anne 

O,” after the late Ann O’Neill. 

 

2004 July 30  Kathy Couchon a science teacher at the Pier Middle School, will spend 

six weeks scientific drilling expedition in the Arctic Ocean as part of the ARMADA 

Project of NSF and URI’s Office of Marine Programs. 

 

2004 Aug. 4  Al Honnen replaces Pia Durkin as Narragansett School Superintendent. 

 

2004 Aug. 11  Ed Avarista, amateur vintner, received a gold medal in the amateur class 

for his Cabernet Sauvignon and a bronze for his Pinot Noir at the “Wine Olympics” at the 

International Wine Competition of the Indiana State Fair. 

 

2004 Aug. 13  The Salt Pond Shopping Center with an assessed value $17 million was 

sold for $30 million. 

 

2004 Aug. 27  Rock sculptures are appearing among the rocks along the Narragansett 

shoreline, especially near the Coast Guard House. 

 

2004 Sept. 10  Six URI students were jailed for disorderly conduct after police break up 

two parties.  This was supported by a NT editorial. 

 

2004 Sept. 22  Jane F. Hugo mailed in a story of a mama turkey with three little ones in 

the PJ Salt Pond area. 

 

2004 Oct. 6  Chris Machado wrote a very nice article “A Teacher On Top of the 

World” about Kathy Couchon, 7th grade Pier Middle School teacher, during her six weeks 

experiences in a drilling expedition in the Arctic Ocean. 

 

2004 Oct. 6  For the sixth year, RIDEM sponsors a deer hunt for disabled at Fort 

Greene from Oct. 19 through 22nd. 

 

2004 Oct. 6  Frank Blount, captain of the four boat Frances fleet in Galilee, is the new 

chairperson of the New England Fishery Management Council. 

 

2004 Oct. 13  Jessica Hurst wrote about the 57 years of realty firm in “Anne Andersen:  

She Turns Houses into Homes.” 

 

2004 Oct. 13  Aimee Couture wrote about Alex Tegu of Providence in “Mystery Rock 

Unveiled at the Pier.”  Alex is a musician and painter who moonlights as a parking lot 

attendant. 
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2004 Oct. 20  Bob Ballard has secured over $2 million in new federal and private funds 

for technology to operate The Inner Space Center. 

 

2004 Oct. 29  Gilbane Properties will not renew 88 apartment leases.  These apartments 

will be constructed into luxury apartments. 

 

2004 Nov. 5  Beloved television and radio personality “Salty” Brine, 86, died at his 

Narragansett home. 

 

2004 Nov. 10  Bay Realty will send care packages to soldiers in Iraq. 

 

2004 Nov. 10  Anne-Marie Silveira replaced Brian Handrigan, who held the Presidency 

of the Narr. Town Council for eight years.  Other members are George Tracy, Krista 

Garrett, and Jim Durkin. 

 

2004 Dec. 3  Kaestle Boos Assoc. estimated repairs to the three Narragansett schools 

needed $11.9 million to do.  The NT supported  the process in an editorial “Band-aids 

can’t cover school building flaws.” 

 

2004 Dec. 8  The Lighthouse Inn drew a $2.9 million auction bid from Warwick based 

MINMA Enterprises, according to U.S. Bankruptcy Court Trustee Lisa Geremia. 

 

2004 Dec. 8  Four new luxury homes are planned in Galilee by the Durfee family in the 

Village of Sand Hill Cove.  This is to be the first phase of a three part 3.1 acre 

development project. 

 

2004  Dec. 8 The Narragansett Hockey Team was its first ever victory 8-3 against North 

Providence.  Chad Straight and Billy McCaffery each scored 4 goals.  Straight also added 

3 assists. 

 

2004 Dec. 8  Pier Market will close because of Gilbane’s raising rent from $75,000 a 

year to $225,000. 

 

2004 Dec. 10  Jessica Hurst writes about the Spinazzola’s—Chiara 14, Luca, 11 and 

twins Bianca and Angelica, 10—“in Family of Fish:  Sibling swimmers take top medals.”  

All are members of the very competitive Bay and Ocean Squids.  They also consistently 

get top rankings in the New England Age Group Championships. 

 

2004 Dec. 10  Gabriel McNamara, NHS Spanish teacher is the only foreign language 

teacher in RI to earn National Board Certification this year. 

 

2004 Dec. 10  The URI-Narragansett Coalition sponsored a food drive with the help of 

Community Police Officers Scott Vellone and Anthony Pelopida. 

 

2004 Dec. 15 Armand Roy, 84, gave $100 checks to seven Pier Market employees. 
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2004 Dec. 15  After the garage closed in 1983 and the convenience store in 1987, Paul 

Carr has reopened both. Westlakes Garage, operated by the legendary Republican 

politician, was opened in 1921.  Jessica Hurst did a fine job on this piece. 

 

2004 Dec. 31  Cub Scout Pack 29 prepared hot homemade Portuguese soup and 

brought it to the Galilee Mission. 

 

2005 

 

2005 Jan. 7  The 11 children of St. Mary Star of the Sea will perform on Sunday at 3 

pm.  “A Festival of Lessons and Carols.”  The handbells were donated by the Salisbury 

family. 

 

2005 Jan. 19  Justin Burgess, 17, was awarded First Prize in the 2004 Merlyn’s 

Pen/Katie DeCubelis’ Memorial Foundation for his short story, “One Swoop of Destiny’s 

Hand,” a fictional account about the dangers of underage drinking. 

 

2005 Feb. 2  The Narragansett C of C opened a Business Resource Center for people 

who have questions regarding opening a business. 

 

2005 Feb. 4  Narragansett HS arranged for Valerie Reeder-Bex from DC to speak on 

her experiences suffering with AIDS. 

 

2005 Feb. 14  Michael Millen was the first Middle School Wrestling State champion in 

the 177-pound division.  He finished his middle school career with 31 wins with 30 pins, 

two state medals and only 2 losses. 

 

2005 Feb. 23  Chiara Spinozzola, NHS freshman, took first place in the 100 backstroke 

and the 200 IM at the RI IL State Swimming Chairmanships. 

 

2005 March 3  Chris Machado wrote “Tasks force provides drug, alcohol guide book to 

parents.”  The Narragansett. Youth Task Force mailed this to every parent of a Narr 

student. 

 

2005 March 23  Narragansett School Superintendent Al Honnen protested the increase 

from 8.72% to 11.94% by RI for teacher pensions.  The NT followed with its editorial:  

“Finally, somebody said something!” 

 

2005 March 25  Jennifer Knott was named to the girls’ basketball All Divisions II—

South First Team.  Joining her with other honors were Lecia DiPietro, Caitlyn Welsh, and 

Julie Surdut. 

 

2005 April 8  The Eastern Surfing Assoc. will sponsor a massive effort to clean up the 

Town Beach. 
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2005 April 20  Gilbane plans to spend $10 million to revitalize the 88-unit beachside 

apartment complex.  Gilbane also plans to raze the vacant market space to accommodate 

a national pharmacy chain. 

 

2005 April 20  “Frantic” Fred Bartlett was inducted into the RI Aquatic Hall of Fame.   

 

2005 May 4  The Town Council voted to have police post “scarlet letters” at the 

residences of rowdy tenants and careless homeowners.  The NT supported that measure 

with an editorial. 

 

2005 May 11  Horticulture students at NHS with help from community members have 

rebuilt the “Sugar Shack” after the Feb 14 fire. 

 

2005 May 13  Anna Grzebien won the NCAA East Regional with a career-best 54 hole 

total of 209 (1 under) at Gainesville, FL. 

 

2005 May 20  For the second straight year, Narr. HS has been honored as a RI Board of 

Regents commended school, placing it among the best high schools in RI. 

 

2005 May 25  Fort Greene will re-open on June 4 after years of dormancy.  The 33 year 

old Minimal Care Detachment unit, a rehab unit for wounded troops, will be housed 

there. 

 

2005 May 25  Kitty Opishinski wrote about the NHS students winning the RI 

Envirothon.  Eric Zabel, science teacher and coach, worked with the team of Jacqueline 

VanSant, Laura Cullen, Haley Woodbine, Jessie Dyer, and Emma Crowe.  They will 

complete at the Nationals in Springfield, MO. 

 

2005 May 25  Anna Grzebien won the NCAA Div I Women’s Golf Championship in 

Sunriver, OR.  She also was named to the 12 member first team of the NGCA All-

American Team. 

 

2005 May 27  Kinney Bungalow will be the venue for a special ballet performance by 

the Shoreline Dance Company.  Past owner, Lucia Chase Ewing, used the Bungalow as a 

practice venue for the American ballet. 

 

2005 June 1  Bette Pascucci will receive a Community Leadership Award from the RI 

Parent Information Network.  She has raised thousands of $ and collected hundreds of 

books through her professional women’s groups. 

 

2005 June 3  NHS’s girls lacrosse team beat Mr. Hope 16 to 13 to win the RI Division 

II championship. 

 

2005 June 22  Bert Reid, a physical therapist who works with the Narraganset High 

Football team, spear-headed a project with a group of local parents to refurbish the 
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Mariners’ weight room.  A new coat of paint and about $12,000 in new equipment will be 

in the weight-room. 

 

2005 June 22  About 100 people heard Fox News military advisor Col. David Hunt on 

national defense.  Hunt is the author of They Just Don’t Get It. 

 

2005 June 24  $100,000 was raised by the Dance of Peace Committee to assure Mimi 

Sammis’ “The Dance of Peace” would remain permanently in its location at the Sea Wall 

at the Town Beach. 

 

2005 July 7  The NT  published a separate souvenir issue “Narragansett Times:  1885-

2005.”  It is certainly a good review of history of this area. 

 

2005 July 13  Kinney Bungalow at Sunset Farm will entertain concerts every Wed. 

night for the summer. 

 

2005 July 22  The Bonnet Market and Laundromat, a local fixture since 1930, was 

demolished.  It will be replaced by four retail shops and offices. 

 

2005 July 22  Anna Grzebien and the rest of the Duke University women’s golf team 

were honored by President G.W. Bush at the White House as a part of Spring National 

Champions Day. 

 

2005 July 29  The school system adopts a Health and Safety Committee to oversee 

changes in wellness education, physical activity, and nutrition. 

 

2005 Aug. 3  The former Casa Rossi restaurant at 90 PJ Road will be torn down and 

replaced by a branch of Bank RI. 

 

2005 Aug. 3  Thomas Santilli donated a 8,625 sq. ft. lot on Fairway Dr. in Bonnet 

Shores.  That lot was 97 percent wetlands but filling was approved by RICRMC in a 

close vote.  The Narragansett TC accepted the gift.  The NT editorialized about the 

CRMC votes, since the General Assembly refused to approve RI Gov. Carcieri’s 

nominees. 

 

2005  Aug. 3  Steve Medeiros in his Saltwater Fishing Corner noted for the third week in 

a row small Bluefin tuna were spotted in waters between Point Judith and Sakonnet 

Point. 

 

2005 Aug. 3  Roland Lavallee from Bellingham MA set the new all-time record of  

49:44 minutes in the 10 mile Blessing of the Fleet race in the 34th running of the race.  In 

1992 winner Tabaqh Rachin won in a time of 49:56. 

 

2005 Aug. 10  Wayne and Bernice Durfee lead a 90 minute interpretive walk on the 

South Ferry area. 
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2005 Aug. 19  A farmhouse at 141 Clarke Rd. will be converted into condo units for 

those 55 years old and older meeting designated income levels. 

 

2005 Aug. 24  Eric Creamer wrote:  “Pier Schools Face $64 million dollar question:  

Council hears 4 options on building renovation.”  Kaestle-Boos, a consulting company 

gave four options:  (1)  short-term improvements, $15 million; (2) plus selective 

renovations, $30 million; (3) some modernizations, $45 million; and (4) all of these plus 

building a structure to connect the high school and middle school, $64 million. 

 

2005 Aug. 31  Cigarettes are banned on school property. 

 

2005 Aug. 31  Jamie (Hurricane) Clampitt won the IWBF lightweight title at the Prov 

Civic Center with a TKO after 3 rounds of Shelby Walker. 

 

2005 Sept. 28  Reigning IWBF world lightweight champ Jaime “Hurricane” Clampitt 

sold her trunks worn in her First World-title match for $660.  This was matched by an 

unnamed person and $1,320 was donated for the SPCA for animal relief caused by 

Hurricane Katrina.  

 

2005 Oct. 5  The North Cape Shellfish Restoration Project had volunteers sample, 

measure and count some of the 18 million oyster larvae placed on shells and growing in 

trays at the Jerusalem DEM station.  The goal is to place one million new oysters around 

Narragansett Bay. 

 

2005 Oct. 12  EPA will pay $86,000 and Narragansett $34,000 for installation of a 

newly designed storm water treatment system at the Mettatuxet Beach Outfall to reduce 

polluted storm water running into Narrow River. 

 

2005 Oct. 14  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is to dredge the Harbor of Refuge and 

PJ Pond of 110,000 cubic feet of sand and place it on East Matunuck State Beach. 

 

2005 Nov. 2  A lockdown of the Narr HS by Narr police, RI State Police K-9 Division 

and Westerly PD resulted in detention of two students, who had smoked marijuana inside 

their cars.  The RI ACLU protested the lockdown. 

 

2005 Nov. 9  The Southern RI Conservation District awarded Narr HS teacher Eric 

Zabel its Conservation Teacher of the Year award.  Also, Clarkson Collins—retired 

Narragansett town planner—was honored with a special Conservation Service award. 

 

2005 Nov. 30  Providence Mayor David Cicilline, former principal Dr. Todd Flaherty, 

and Judge John Decubellis were inducted at the Narr HS Hall of Fame as a part of the 

celebration of its 30th year anniversary banquet. 

 

2005 Dec. 2  Jamie Indelicato, a senior at Narr HS, received an award from SC Hospital 

for her volunteer work at the SC YMCA in organizing a blood drive and in being a 

driving force behind the “Relay for Life.” 
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2005 Dec. 14  Dr. Mark Deresienski, PR director of Narragansett Lions Club, presented 

$3,000 to the Jonnycake Center for holiday foods baskets and toys. 

 

2005 Dec. 16  Ashley DiClemente won the Bantum (10 and under) division race at the 

USA Junior Olympics National Cross-Country Meet at Bryant College. 

 

2005 Dec. 21  Narr. firemen received a $3 million federal grant and the town added $1 

million to get a new interoperable 800 MHZ digital radio system at the Narragansett 

police and fire station.  Fire Captain Jonathon Smith was given a plaque of honor by 

Dave White, representing Motorola. 

 

 2005 Dec. 23  Gilbane met coldness on its plan to expand 88 rental apts. and to build 16 

condos.  The NT editorialized against Gilbane on this issue.   

 

2005 Dec. 28  Howie Goldsmith is the second New Englander inducted into the East 

Coast Surfing Hall of Fame. 

 

2006 

 

2006  Jan. 11  The Army Corps of Engineers is seeking to restore aquatic habitats 

degraded by eutrophication, poor flushing, changes in bottom types, and erosion.  

 

2006 Jan. 20  The seemingly endless debate of urban renewal since the 1960’s 

continues on today and, most likely will continue into the future. Sophie Olsen and 

Marcia Grann O’Brien wrote: “Residents denounce Pier Village plans” to “Condoize” 

Pier Village. Almost 200 village residents attended the special town meeting. Kitty 

Opishinski gave this history: “Pier development, did it ever really work?” The NT editor 

published: “Keep fighting the good fight for the pier”. Robert Gilbane published this 

viewpoint” “Gilbane Co. has already tried to improve Narragansett. [I urge you to study 

each one of these because this topic does not go away.] 

 

2006 Jan. 27  The Narragansett Pier C of C Weighed in with the theme “develop stores 

before apartments”. The NT supported the C of C in this editorial: “Puts spotlight on the 

need for change.” The editor wrote, “mistakes of the past must be lessons for Pier 

Villages’ future.” 

 

2006 Feb. 3  Only Narragansett residents will be allowed to reserve beach cabanas and 

changing rooms in the North Pavilion. 

 

2006 Feb. 3  Senior Jenn Knott breaks the 1000 point mark in girls basketball. 

 

2006 Feb. 15  After more than 30 years of service. Dad’s Place is closing on Easter 

Sunday. Its lease was lost. 
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2006 Feb. 17  St. Peter’s broke ground for are annex connecting the parish office 

building to the school building.  

 

2006 Feb. 22  Ron DiFabio, Narragansett school Director of Business and Operations 

said, Narragansett had a $711 per student transportation cost compared to the State 

average of $429.  Residents like the status quo. 

 

2006 Feb. 24  The NHS wrestling team won their first ever sectional D-II-B. 

 

2006 March 1  NHS wrestler Matt Accetta won the 135 lb. RIIL State Wrestling 

Championship. In the bout voted as” Best Finals Match”, Matt outscored La Salle’s Sean 

Miele 6-4 in a classic overtime duel.  

 

2006 March 1  U.S. Senators Chafee and Reed announced a $1 million federal grant to 

study and map underwater soils and sediment. The Map Coast partnership of URI”s 

Coastal Institute received $200,000 from the U.S.  Dept of Agriculture and $800,000 

from the NOAA. 

 

2006 March 3  After 10 years, Narragansett Elementary School Principal Janice 

DeFrances resigned to pursue a post-doctorate in neuropsychology and be CEO of 

Harmony Hill School in Chepachet. Her staff wrote a very touching tribute letter. 

 

2006 March 15 Fardia Shoul, 21; Daniel Donahue, 20; and Geoffrey Wilkes,18; are 

feared lost in a skiff launched from Bonnet Shores. A massive search was undertaken.  

 

2006 March 15  John Krekorian of RE/MAX Flagship of Narragansett ranks first 

among the 574 associates of the company.  He received its Life Achievement Award. 

 

2006 March 17  Gilbane refused to knock down a building to have a highway connect 

Narragansett Ave to Beach St., citing pedestrian safety issues. 

 

2006 March 22  Belmont Market and Gilbane announced the renovation of the former 

grocery store and added on a 3,000 sq. ft. liquor store.  

 

2006 March 31  Narragansett Middle School chess club is #1 in RI, coached by foreign 

language teacher Lennon Schroeder and featuring Jordan Ashton.  

 

2006 April 5  With no legal involvement on either side, teachers signed a three-year 

contract with a 3.75% annual raise. 

 

2006 April 12  The Narragansett TC dropped its plan for reconnecting Narragansett 

Ave. to Beach St. 

 

2006 April 14  The annual Earth Day cleanup at Bonnet Shores will include a memorial 

for the three drowned URI students. 
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2006 April 19  Brooks Pharmacy opens a new store in the Salt Pond Plaza. 

 

2006 April 26  Aquaculture revenue went from $8,400 in 1995 to $744,000 ten years 

later. An NT editorial witnessed that achievement. 

 

2006 May 17  Bob Ballard is leading an expedition to Greece to explore a giant 

underwater crater. The trip continues to the northern part of the Black Sea. The third part 

will be in the international waters of the Sea of Crete, in the Southern Aegean.  

 

2006 May 19  By a 3 (Handrigan, Garrett, and Tracey) to 2 (Silveira and Durkin) vote, 

Narragansett Town Council approved Gilbane’s plan to renovate 88 apartments into 

luxury condos and to add 16 more. A 3,500 sq. ft. upscale restaurant, a 3,000 sq. ft. 

commercial building, and the Belmont Market and liquor store were approved.  

 

2006 May 24  Kathy Couchon, NHS science teacher, was awarded a 2005 presidential 

excellence award for excellence in math and science teachers. She also received a 

$10,000 NSF award, spent five days in D.C. and attended a Presidential dinner.  

 

2006 May 26  Parents at the school committee meeting opposed the privatization of the 

school bus transportation, although savings would be between $340,000 and $400,000 

annually after the first year.  

 

2006 June 9  The School Committee unanimously voted to reject privatization of the 

school bus function. 

 

2006 June 16  The Cheese Balls, the Narragansett Pier School team, took first place at 

the Global Finals at the University of Tennessee. Their machine dipped a french fry into 

ketchup. The team was honored by U.S. Senator Reed. The team was composed of four 

13 year old’s, Ethan Desaulniers, Ryan Keane, Max Ragozzino, and Matt Minty). 

 

2006 June 16  Andrew Staples, a NHS Junior, won the NE High Jump Championship 

with a jump of 6 ft. 6 in.  

 

2006 June 21  More than 50 firefighters battled a blaze at Pancho O’Malley’s and 

Arturo Joe’s. 

 

2006 June 21  NHS graduates 123 seniors. 

 

2006 June 23  Kathy Sipalo is now the new Superintendent of schools. 

 

2006 June 23  The new upscale restaurant at the Boon St. entrance to Pier Village 

received a liquor license.  

 

2006 June 28  St. Veronica opened its new $1 million community room with Bishop 

Tobin giving the blessing along with Father John Halloran.  
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2006 July 7  Narragansett’s Jen McGovern, after 6 months of surfing in Europe, 

dominated the Women’s long and short board division finals at the 10th annual 

Professional Longboard Assoc. East Coast Championship on the Narragansett town 

beach. 

 

2006 July 7  The Town Council and Gilbane finally reached an agreement for the 

redevelopment of Pier Village.  

 

2006 July 14   Whit Allen wrote “Fishing: Difficult, Dangerous, Lucrative”, an 

important update of prior NT series on fishing. Whit references John J. Poggie and Carl 

Gersuny’s 1974 study Fishermen of Galilee.  

 

2006 July 19  Anna Grzebien won her second NE Women Golf Assoc. Amateur 

Championship at the Sunday River Golf Club in Newry, ME, by 9 strokes. Anna was the 

2005 NCAA Individual Champion.  

 

2006 July 21  Kevin D. Gurnon, 48, of Newport News, VA, lost his life on Newton 

Rocks off Hazard Ave. trying to save 11-year-old Corey A. Tewalt. She was saved by the 

heroism of Police Sgt. Jerry Favreau.  

 

2006 July 21  Opened in 1952, Our Lady of Peace Retreat Center is closing indefinitely 

because of increasing operating costs and the need for significant renovations and repairs.  

 

2006 July 21  Debra S. Manni, VP of Belmont Market and the younger sister of Jack 

Siravo, President and owner of Belmont Market, was granted a liquor license to operate a 

store being constructed and adjoined to the Pier Belmont Market.  

 

2006 July 28  A record of over 3,000 are expected at Blessing of the Fleet 10 mile run.  

 

2006 Aug. 2  Jacklyn Iannucci (girls’ soccer) Lee Messier (boys’ basketball), and 

Johnathan Tartaro (boys’ soccer) are among 72 qualifiers for the National Junior 

Olympics Finals.  

 

2006 Aug. 4  Governor Carcieri joined new members of the Point Judith Fishermen’s 

Memorial Foundation for the ground-breaking for a memorial honoring the fishermen 

either lost at sea or died in the service of a commercial fishing vessel. The site is located 

at the DEM’s Camp Cronin fishing access site adjacent to the Point Judith USCG Station 

and Lighthouse.  

 

2006 Aug. 9  Patti Arkwright had been children’s librarian at the Narragansett Public 

Library for 15 years and now is the library director. Patti replaced Barbara Mirabelli who 

served 27 years as director.  

 

2006 Aug. 11  By a 4-1 vote, the Narr. TC denied Flood Ford dealership’s expansion of 

25,000 sq. ft. to within 50 ft of Route 1. 
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2006 Aug. 18  Led by Dave Cannon, the Invitational’s MVP, the Narragansett Town 

Beach Lifeguard Team won the prestigious annual Newport Invitational Lifeguard 

Tournament.  John Burnett, who retired after 29 seasons on area beaches and was Head 

of Lifeguards, was also instrumental with the hugely successful Narr. Junior Lifeguard 

Program.  

 

2006 Aug. 23  Carpentry students at the LaSalle Christian Brothers Ocean Tides school 

launched their (group-built vessel, “Salty”, on Narrow River. The campus is undergoing a 

$2 million renovation which will add 3,000 sq. ft. of classroom space, new recreational 

facilities, and a state-of-the-art media center. 

 

2006 Aug. 23  The Driftwood Apartments are reborn as Water’s Edge. U.S. Sen. Reed 

joined with the representatives of the Preservation of Affordable Housing at the ribbon 

cutting ceremony. 

 

2006 Aug. 23  Lloyd Schwartz joined his father as the only 2 umpires in the RI Senior 

Baseball Hall of Fame. 

 

2006 Aug. 25  After a failed attempt in Providence, Steve Courville--a Providence 

police officer-- and the Narragansett Polo Club want to bring polo to 15 to 20 acres of 

Canonchet Farm. 

 

2006 Aug. 30  Led by John Miller and former town council member David Crook, 

concerned residents argued for a homestead tax exemption, which was supported by a NT 

editorial.  

 

2006 Sept. 1  The pension system was 105% funded in 2000 but by July 1, 2004 the 

assets in the plan were $38.8 million with $49.8 million liabilities. The RI Auditor 

General said this about the state-wide problem, “… Set the stage for a potentially 

insurmountable financial catastrophe.” 

 

2006 Sept. 20  Roger Wheeler Beach hosted the 36th Annual Hobie 16 North American 

Championship sailing competition.  The winner was the Puerto Rico team. 

 

2006 Oct. 11  Maury Loontjens, 64, dies after a long battle with cancer. He had been 

the town manager since 1996. Also, he served on the Narragansett TC 1974-1988 and 

1990-1994, serving as president for five years. He was a long-term (1973-1996) member 

of the Narragansett Democratic Town Committee. 

 

2006 Oct. 13  Narragansett Parks and Recreation hosted the 11th annual pumpkin 

festival. “The Fun Glow at the Bungalow” at Kinney Bungalow at Sunset Farm. 

 

2006 Oct 20  After having stints at interim town manager in 1992 and 1995, Jeffrey 

Ceasrine--town engineer--will take over that role again.  
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2006 Nov. 10  Three incumbents--Krista Garrett, Jim Durkin, and Brian Handrigan--

were reelected to the Town Council. Two new members, Chris Wilkens and George 

Lenihan, Jr. joined them. Also, the $21.5 million dollar school bond issue won 5,222 to 

1,760. 

 

2006 Nov. 17  NHS field goal kicker Billy Horan connected on a 53-yard field goal to 

beat Tiverton. 

  

2006 Dec. 6  The dredging of Point Judith Pond and the 15-foot deep navigational 

channel in Galilee is underway.  The sand will be dumped off Matunuck to help curb 

erosion there. The project will be completed by mid-March. 

 

2006 Dec. 13  Narr. Cub Scouts of Den 1, Pack 29, gathered to fill a care package for 

soldier John Coutu in Iraq. 

 

2006 Dec. 15  Beth David Hebrew School has opened at 375 Kingstown Road. The 

recently closed congregation Shaare Zedek in Providence donated 26 mahogany pews 

and a marble replica of the Ten Commandments. 

 

2006 Dec. 31  John O’ Hara, 85, was chosen RI AARP’s Outstanding Community 

Service Award. 

 

2007 

 

2007 Jan. 3  NRPA is offering a URI Special Programs course to provide teachers with 

scientific information about watersheds in general and Narrow River and its watershed.  

The course runs from the week of Jan 29 to April 23.  There are weekly three-hour 

classes and two field trips to Narrow River. 

 

2007 Jan. 10  A land swap will allow for the extension of the Wm. C. O’Neill bike path 

to the Pier.  The USFWS gave a 1.46 acre parcel to Narr. for two tracts of coastal marsh 

(15.43 acres) adjacent to the existing wildlife refuge land. 

 

2007 Jan. 17  David and Kathleen Baptista, long-time Narr. residents, proposed a 16 

room three story inn on a vacant lot between Wiley’s Inn and the parking lot for Aunt 

Carrie’s.  The Narr. Planning Board approved it but about 3 dozen nearby property 

owners objected at a Zoning Board Meeting. 

 

2007 Jan. 24  Four policemen—Gerald Favreau, Kyle Rekas, Kyle Rooney and Lt. 

Randall—and two firemen—James Given and Matthew Pallini—received 

commendations for acts of heroism. 

 

2007 Jan. 24  Dave Krugman, Narr. Finance Director, retired after 20 years since the 

date of his hire.  He will receive about a $50,000 pension and has taken a job for $50,000 

as Richmond’s treasurer. 
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2007 Feb. 9  The Narragansett TC approved, in concept, an 80 foot-long mural off 

Beach St. into Pier Village.  Peter Geiser and Mika Seeger—daughter of folk -singer--are 

the artists. 

 

2007 Feb. 14  Jaime “Hurricane” Clampitt is IWBF Lightweight champion, as she got 

an unanimous decision over the more experienced Mia St. John. 

 

2007 Feb. 21  A CVS pharmacy will be built on Boston Neck Road. 

 

2007 Feb. 23  Gov. Carcieri awarded 11-year-old Alicia Perry a citation at the central 

911- emergency call center.  Alicia called 911 for her grandfather who was suffering 

from fluid in his heart. 

 

2007 April 4  $165,000 has been allocated for continuing study on ways to bring 

Narrow River  back to its previous glory.  U.S. Senator Reed made the announcement 

about the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

2007 April 6  After 15 years, Rev. Russell G. Ruffino, 73, presented his last sermon at 

St. Peter’s.  The new Sunday School Hall will be named “Ruffino Hall.” 

 

2007 April 11  Martone Painting Co. is a first-place winner of the Painting and 

Decorating Contractors of America for work at the Kingston Train Station. 

 

2007 April 11  Rev. Ruffino will be heading to Rome to assist the Anglican 

representative to the Vatican. 

 

2007 April 13  Jeff Ceasrine was appointed Town Manager over Andrew Nota, the 

Director of Parks and Recreation for SK. 

 

2007 April 18  The Town Council voted to follow the advice of the Homestead 

Exemption Committee and kill the proposal. Steve Glazer, Chair of the Homestead Com., 

said “The problem is that the exemption is not need based…” 

 

2007 April 20  Two basketball stars were honored.  Nick Hickey was first team All--

Div II—South and John Patterson was on its second team. 

 

2007 May 2  Cub Scout Pack 29 hosted a Pinewood Derby at NHS. 

 

2007 May 4  After more than three decades of effort, Richard Grant—president of 

NRPA—was given the Save The Bay’s Environmental Achievement Award. 

 

2007 May 9  Luciano’s Hair Salon celebrated its 30 years in business. 

 

2007 May 9  The Town Council voted 5-0 to reject the proposed polo field at 

Canonchet Farms. 
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2007 May 9  The SCM unveiled its long term plans, including the unveiling plans for 

the landscape and the main Metz building. 

 

2007 May 16  Michael Souza, NT reporter, wrote this viewpoint:  “Search for 

Affordable Housing in ‘Gansett’ Futile.” 

 

2007 May 16  He also wrote:  “Aquaculture Bright Spot at Fisheries Meeting.”  The NT 

followed with this editorial:  “Aquaculture the future of RI Fisheries.” 

 

2007 May 16  WAKX 102.7 FM will become an NPR affiliate. 

 

2007 May 25  Shane Stewart wrote:  “In Narragansett, There’s a Quiet Invasion.”  

Shane tells the 30-year attack of invasives in Narragansett and gives five steps for victory 

over them. 

 

2007 June 1  The Belmont Market opened with much hope for the revitalization of the 

Pier area. 

 

2007 June 1  Michael Sousa wrote “Physics lessons that float.”  This is the 12th annual 

competition led by founder Sarah Quan and by Physical Ed teacher Jennalee Williams.  

Sixty seniors at NHS participated in five events. 

 

2007 June 8  $1.1 million will be spent on the Ouida St. sewer pump station. 

 

2007 June 8  Two oceanographers will chat online about global warming. 

 

2007 June 8  Anna Grzebien in her first tournament as a pro won the rain-shortened 27-

hole CVS Charity Classic New England Women’s Open.  She was 6 strokes ahead of 

Susan Bond and Susan Choi. 

 

2007 June 22  The Towers hosted the “Golden Age” of tennis as era-clad players took 

to the grass courts.  There was a lecture on the Hall of Fame in Newport, along with a 

large exhibit of tennis action at the Towers. 

 

2007 June 27  Jaime Clampitt won her fourth World title by beating Jane Couch live on 

ESPN2. 

 

2007 June 27  The wrestling Battle on the Beach was a great success at the Town 

Beach. 

 

2007 June 27  The Narragansett Lions granted 30 $500 scholarship to NHS seniors. 

 

2007 July 4  Gino Raheb is holding beach yoga classes seven days a week through 

Labor Day from 8:00 am to 9:15 on the Town Beach. 
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2007 July 11  Nathaniel Philbrick, the author of the 2006 book Mayflower, is one of 

four authors at the Dunes Club. 

 

2007 July 11  Narragansett Citizens Bank donated $20,000 to sponsor the Blessing of 

the Fleet Weekend and $10,000 to Narragansett Parks & Recreation to fund the 31st 

Annual Concert on the Beach. 

 

2007 July 13  Travis Roberts wrote about this 1895 founded business:  “Coolest Place 

in Town?  It’s the Pier Ice Plant.” 

 

2007 July 18  Joe Little was named police chief replacing David Smith.  The NT 

strongly praised him in an editorial. 

 

2007 July 25  The Narragansett U-12 Girls Competitive Soccer Team was undefeated 

and captured the 2007 RI Cup State Championship. 

 

2007 July 29  Anna Grzebien became the first woman to play in a North American Pro 

Golf Tour event.  She competed at the Atlantic Open in Plymouth, MA. 

 

2007 Aug. 10  As the first part of the $2.1 million school reconstruction program, the 

Narragansett Elementary School received a makeover. 

 

2007 Aug. 22  Sprague Park will host an 1884 baseball game between the Providence 

Grays and the Brooklyn Atlantics. 

 

2007 Aug. 29  Police Chief Little and Solicitor Mark McSally have changed the 

nuisance time from 60 days to Sept. 1 – May 31 and to June 1 to Aug. 31 for summer 

rentals.  The NT supported the change. 

 

2007 Sept. 19  The Maury Loontjens Library Fund Committee and the Lions Club 

announced the inaugural Maury’s 5K Library Run/Walk.  A special monument is 

planned, as well as a dinner dance at the Dunes Club. 

 

2007 Sept. 26  Retro Bill, the most demanded D.A.B.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance 

Education) speaker, was in front of the children of the Pier Middle School.  In 2006, he 

spoke to 1.3 million children. 

 

2007 Sept. 28  The U.S. Marine Corp filmed the PJ Lighthouse for a recruiting 

commercial. 

 

2007 Sept. 28  The Friends of Canonchet Farm will host these events:  Sept. 30 Tom 

Fortier, “Trees and Plants”; Oct. 21 Jim Carothers, “History of Canonchet Farm”; Tom 

Fortier, “Leaf Walk”; and Jon Boothroyd, “Geology of Canonchet Farm.” 

 

2007 Oct. 3  A nine-member panel was selected for the Canonchet Farm Master Plan 

Committee.  The NT editorialized on the importance of a cross-section of residents. 
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2007 Oct. 3  The 40 units of affordable housing at the former Camp Jori site on Point 

Judith Road just north of Eastward Look are being planned. 

 

2007 Oct. 5  The URI Student Senate objected to the stricter enforcement of university 

gatherings.  However the NT countered with this editorial “Rules Not ‘Rammed’ Down 

Students’ Throats.” 

 

2007  Oct. 10  In its “Years Ago” column, the NT noted that 10 years ago the 

Narragansett Indian Tribe honored the over 1000 Narragansett and Wampanoag Indian 

old men, women and children and warriors.  They died in a terrible tongue of flame at the 

hands of English Colonial soldiers at the “Great Swamp” on Dec 19, 1675.  There is an 

annual ceremony. 

 

2007 Oct. 10  Bette Gilchrist celebrated the 20th anniversary of  Food for Thought with 

an open house and, healthy eats at its Mariner Square store. 

 

2007 Oct. 19  Michael Sousa wrote “Honoring the Dearly Departed” telling about 

Evelyn Wheeler’s efforts on cemetery care.  Six were listed:  William Knowles  

Cemetery; Gibson Ave. Cemetery; Congdon-Parkins, Lucky Star; Franklin Gardinier; 

and Station Lot. 

 

2007 Oct. 31  Joel Barrett wrote:  “South County Trolley --  Ted Wright’s Have 

Trolley’s, Will Travel.”  Ted has two trolleys and an historic Bentley available for tours 

of Narr. and for weddings. 

 

2007 Nov. 7  URI GSO kicked off a $15 million Undersea Exploration Center and an 

expansion of the Pell Marine Science Library. 

 

2007 Nov. 7 CVS opens its new store at 1123 Boston Neck Road.  Also, Arturo Joe’s 

reopened after a 17 month rebuilding after a fire. 

 

2007 Nov. 14  Trios, a new restaurant in Pier Marketplace , is under construction and 

will open in the Spring of 2008. 

 

2007 Nov. 21  A team of RI inventers won the grand prize of $30,000 in the 

International Smart Gear Competition.  Their invention, aptly name “The Eliminator,” 

captures haddock while reducing the accidental netting of other marine species.  The 

team was composed of 2 URI Fisheries Center researchers—Laura Skrobe and David 

Beutel—and 4 fishermen--Jon Knight, Phil Ruhle Sr., Phil Ruhle Jr., and Jim O’Grady. 

 

2007 Nov. 23  Junior Girl Scout Troop No. 385 helped the cook, Colin Shea, for the 

Thanksgiving meal at the Galilee Mission. 

 

2007 Dec. 5  Michael Souza wrote about more affordable housing as a result of a $40 

million State bond issue in 2006.  He followed that with an article on the zoning issues 
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involved to accommodate affordable housing.  The NT followed with this editorial:  “We 

Could All Use Some Affordable Housing.” 

 

2007 Dec. 12  Pier Market Place merchants are collecting gift cards to give to Domestic 

Violence Resource Center of South County.  Also, the first leadership energy and 

environmental design houses in RI broke ground in Narragansett. 

 

2007 Dec. 19  Anne Irons is the new town clerk, replacing Carol Robbins.   

 

2007 Dec. 26  The national credit crunch is driving down home prices. 

 

2007 Dec. 26  It was noted in “Times Past” that aquaculture was a big business even 

100 years ago. 

 

2008 

 

2008 Jan. 9  The Library was awarded $27,950 from the Champlin Foundation for new 

carpets and other renovations. 

 

2008 Jan. 9  The Town Council and users of Point Judith Pond are concerned about the 

CRMC’s approval of more aquaculture permits. 

 

2008 Feb. 13  There will be a town-wide tree inventory, designed to record the age, 

condition and location of street trees. 

 

2008 Feb. 27  NHS wrestler Ethan Farrell won the 145 pound state championship by 

beating Remington Alves 10-5 with a run of 10 straight points. James Creamer won the 

Div II sectional title at 152 pounds by upsetting LaSalle’s Mike Saul 4-2 in overtime. 

 

2008 Feb. 27  Crazy Burger celebrates its one millionth customer. 

 

2008 Feb. 27  Artist Susi Franco was featured on “Extreme Makeover:  Home Edition” 

with her triptych. 

 

2008 March 24  Narragansett schools kick off the $12.7 million Phase II Project. 

 

2008 March 26  A full moon caused high tides to wash away part of the town beach. 

However, the Town will be holding its, first ever Dunes Restoration project with the use 

of “plugs” of American Beach grass in a small area between the North and South 

Pavilions.  Snow fences will be erected as well. 

 

2008 March 28  Led by senior goaltender and Series MVP Tyler Basile, NHS beat SK 

in the deciding third hockey game 2-1. 
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2008 April 2  U.S. Senator Reed helped the Ocean Tides School with $268,000 in 

federal funding to benefit programs.  Reed said:  “The Christian Brothers never give up 

on anybody.  Everyone deserves a second chance.” 

 

2008 April 9  Mary Ellen Offer, a 19 year-old URI student, was killed on Boston Neck 

Road at 1:22 a.m. Sunday by a Westerly resident.  Mary’s roommate, Holly Maganzini, 

was severely injured. 

 

2008 April 16  A Dollar Tree Store held a grand opening at the Salt Pond Shopping 

Plaza. 

 

2008 April 23  Mike Riley was one of ten awardees of the first-ever Lippert Awards for 

hedge funds.  Riley runs Narragansett Fund, LLC, a small, emerging fund with a novel 

options strategy. 

 

2008 May 7  Gilbane has dropped the construction of 30 affordable housing units in 

Pier Marketplace because of a lack of parking. 

 

2008 May 7  The SC Tourism Council will present Aunt Carrie’s Restaurant a 2008 

Regional Tourism Award.  This 4th generation family owned facility opened in 1910 in 

Point Judith. 

 

2008 May 9  The Towers played host to the Narragansett High School’s annual art 

show.  The gala featured an exceptional collection of photography, collage, painting, and 

pottery. 

 

2008 May 14  Boy Scout Troop 1 of Narragansett is holding a barbeque and open house 

to celebrate its 90th anniversary. 

 

2008 May 16  The USCG rescued a surfer after she was swept about three miles out to 

sea off Matunuck Beach. 

 

2008 June 2  A first-time four-day feast for the patron saint of St. Thomas More parish 

drew thousands of people. 

 

2008 July 9  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service was very instrumental in the cancellation 

of the annual July 4th fireworks, because of the presence of a pair of piping plovers 

nestling near the outlet of Narrow River. 

 

2008 July 16  The Town and Gilbane reach a temporary accord on parking by Gilbane’s 

devoting 12 parking spaces for public uses, mainly for the library. 

 

2008 July 18  Michael Sousa wrote “Mosaic Masterpiece Latest Addition to Pier” about 

the completion of a stone and ceramic mural called “The Waves of Narragansett.”  He 

also wrote:  “Narragansett Looks Toward History to Preserve its Present Day Character” 
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about the efforts to form several historic districts (Central Street, The Towers, Ocean 

Road, and Earles Court.) 

 

2008 July 23  On Saturday, Governor Carcieri and RI DEM Director Mike Sullivan will 

preside over the official ceremony to dedicate the PJ Fishermen’s Memorial, located at 

the Camp Cronin Fishing area. 

 

2008 July 25  Margie and Arthur Frye wrote to the NT: “Praise for the Narr 

Lifeguards.” 

 

2008 July 30  Matt Pelletier won his third-straight Blessing of the Fleet 10-mile Race. 

 

2008 Aug. 6  Dr. Robert Leonard, Founder of Chief Surgeon of Leonard Hair 

Transplant Associates, co-directed the International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery 

first of its kind interactive hair restoration surgical workshop in Rome, Italy. 

 

2008 Aug. 15  The talented Narragansett Lifeguard team repeated as RI State Lifeguard 

Tournament champions.  Chiara Spinazzola was “Female MVP.” 

 

2008 Aug. 22  The three schools had their repair projects completed successfully. 

 

2008 Aug. 27  U.S. Senator Whitehouse held a field briefing on global warming with 

five experts from RI at the URI Bay Campus.  The NT followed with “Bay’s increase in 

temperature is not a good sign.” 

 

2008 Aug. 29  Rev. Frances P. Kayatta was installed as the new pastor at St. Mary Star 

of the Sea.  A brief history of that church was included in the article. 

 

2008 Sept. 3  Belmont Market will close on Sept. 13 and will be reopened as an IGA 

supermarket under the same ownership. 

 

2008 Sept. 12  Only one, Chris Wilkens, of the five town council incumbents finished 

in the top five in the primary.  Krista Garrett did not make the top 10.  The NT editorial 

“People are Growing Tired of Politics as Usual.” 

 

2008   Sept. 19  The Planning Board unanimously approved the De La Salle Christian 

Bros.’ plan for 132-dwelling affordable housing. 

 

2008 Oct. 1  Hope for finding Michael Oliviera alive is diminishing.  He jumped into 

the waters off Black Rock to try to save, unsuccessfully, his wife Tammie.  The Coast 

Guard joined the Narragansett first responders.  Known for its rough surf, the Black Rock 

area has a deserved reputation as a notorious stretch of water. 

 

2008 Oct. 3  Prentice Stout, naturalist, will guide a Canonchet Farm Walk.  This is the 

27th walk sponsored by the Friends of Canonchet Farm.  Future walks scheduled were:  
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(1) walk with Tom Fortier, arborist; (2) Philip Budlong, birder; and (3) Rob Thorson, 

author of “Save Stone by Stone.” 

 

2008 Oct. 10  The Narragansett Youth Task Force was awarded $616,681 for a five-

year Drug Free, Communities Grant from the Federal Substance and Mental Health 

Services Administration. 

 

2008 Nov. 12  Led by Tod Wright’s two goals, the Narragansett Pier Middle School 

boys soccer team beat previously-undefeated Exeter-WG 3-0, to win the 2008 RIPCOA 

Middle School Boys Soccer State Championship. 

 

2008 Nov. 14  Narragansett School Department Finance Director Christopher Mallett is 

accused of attempting to deposit $52,782 of school funding into his personal bank 

account.  This was uncovered as a part of the daily fiscal procedures in the School 

Department Business Office. 

 

2008 Nov. 21  Michael Souza wrote:  “Hard Traces in Point Judith” as the first of three 

articles on fishing.  The NT followed with an editorial:  “Fishing Industry Should Get 

Some Help.” 

 

2008 Nov. 21  The Town was awarded a prestigious grant award from Environmental 

Systems Research Institute of $96,000 to improve the town’s mapping system. 

 

2008 Nov. 26  Girl Scout Troop 623 will bake pies—pumpkin, apple, and berry—for 

the Galilee Mission. 

 

2008 Nov. 28  “State Flounders When it Comes to Fair Regulations” is part 2 of the 

series on fishing. 

 

2008 Dec. 5  Michael Souza concluded his three-part series on fishing. 

 

2008 Dec. 12  The Narragansett Elementary School held its first Reading is 

Fundamental session.  All students (pre-school – fourth grade) had the opportunity to 

choose and keep one book. 

 

2008 Dec. 31  The Town will hold a meeting to start a $1.5 million storm water 

treatment project. 

 

2009 

 

2009  Jan .14  Of the four properties listed in Preserve RI’s, two are the Hazard Castle 

and the 13th Century Indian Village near the Salt Pond Shopping Center.  The NT 

followed with:  “The area’s rich history deserves preservation.”  “Of all the places in 

New England to observe the contents of old native American culture, that opportunity is 

in our back yard.” 
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2009  Jan. 21  Hyman Liber is South County Hospital’s 2008 male Volunteer of the 

Year. 

 

2009  Jan. 21  The fast-speed Block Island Ferry “Athena” in its off-season task of NJ to 

Manhattan was a part of the Flight 1549 rescue in the Hudson River. 

 

2009 Jan. 21  RI Lt. Gov. Elizabeth Roberts, Chair of the Small Business Advocacy 

Council, will shop at the Pier as a part of her Buy Local RI initiative. 

 

2009 Jan. 23  With the help of URI CBA Dean Edward Mazze, the town will form an 

Economic Development Committee. 

 

2009 Feb. 9  Narragansett girls’ swimmers roll to Division II Title with wins from Kate 

Degnan and Anne Carter. 

 

2009 Feb. 9  Roberta Dragon died in Florida.  She was a 25-year Narragansett Official.  

She served as Relocation Officer of the Narragansett Housing Authority. (I was very 

impressed with her efforts and creativity.  Roberta was a joy to be with.) 

 

2009 Feb. 11  Statistics show a reduction in unruly gatherings. The NT followed with:  

“Enforcement of ordinance a welcome sign.” 

 

2009 Feb. 20  RI completed a land deal with U.S. Fish & Wildlife. About 120 acres 

along Narrow River will be preserved. 

 

2009 Feb. 25  The Narragansett boys wrestling team won the Div. II Title over 

Westerly with wins from Ethan Farrell, Pete Smuro, and Julien Nelson. 

 

2009 March 4  Ethan Farrell won his second RI state wrestling title at 145 pounds. 

 

2009 March 6  Dan Warren was chosen by the RI Assn. of High School Principals to be 

school principal of the year. 

 

2009 March 11  After losing his contact lens two minutes into the first half, Jay 

Jeannotte borrowed his mom’s contact lens at intermission for the second half.  He scored 

only 4 pts. in the first half and 16 in the second half to lead Narragansett over Westerly 

72-57 in the Div. II quarterfinals. 

 

2009 March 27  Brendan Kenny was selected Boys Basketball MVP.  Matt Westcott 

was Hockey MVP. 

 

2009 April 1  Navy Lt. j. g. Francis L. Toner IV was killed in Afghanistan by someone 

posing as an Afghan soldier.  The NT editorialized about him:  “Life is full of meaning 

and purpose.” 
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2009 April 24  The Narragansett Ward, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

rededicated their building.  It was first dedicated on Oct. 9, 1983.  During 2007 – 2008 an 

expansion was completed. 

 

2009 May 6  A new energy-efficient pavilion at the Salty Brine State Beach in Galilee 

had its ground breaking. 

 

2009 May 29  The casino courtyard at The Towers is to be unveiled and dedicated.  

Dave Ousterhout and Kirk Pickell were the designers. Pat Brady was the landscape 

architect. Towers coordinator Kate Vivian will host a gala on Sat, May 30.  

 

2009 June 3  The Ocean Science and exploration Center, including the Pell Marine 

Science Library, was dedicated with an impressive list of speakers. 

 

2009 June 5  Nicholas Robenhymer became an eagle scout, like his father (Nathan) and 

brother (Matthew).  Andrew Pezzelli also attained eagle status with signage and trail 

markings at Canonchet Farm. 

 

2009 June 15  The Town Council voted 3-2 to establish four local historic district 

zones:  Central Street; Towers; Earles Court; and Ocean Road. 

 

2009 June 26  Mike Millen, Jr., joined his Father, Mike Millen, Sr., as an eagle scout.  

They are the first father and son eagle scouts from Troop 1 Narr.  Mike Millen Jr., also 

won the 215 pound title on the town beach.  WOW. 

 

2009 July 1  The RI Lions Sight Foundation’s Second Annual VIP Fishing Tournament 

for the blind and visually impaired was held in Galilee. 

 

2009 July 15  “Allie the Lab” and its owner Josephine Mainelli received a Certificate of 

Achievement from South Bay Manor.  They have accumulated over 50 Therapy Dog 

Visits. 

 

2009 July 15  Anna Grzebien tied for 7th at the U.S. Women’s Open. 

 

2009 July 15  Alyce Kleczek of Bay Realty is RI realtor of the year. 

 

2009 July 17  Jake Dykstra died at 88.  He had served as President of the Point Judith 

Fishermen’s Co-op for nearly 30 years and was a member of the U.S. delegation to the 

International Law of the Sea Conferences for the UN. 

 

2009 July 24  Bill Bivona, a member of the Conservation Commission and Tree Board 

Chairman, condemned the town for installing crushed asphalt around the root structure of 

the Beech trees in the picnic area in Canonchet Farm. The Planning Board is continuing 

to receive input on the Canonchet Farm master plan. 
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2009 July 31  Over protests from NRPA, Audubon Society, and USFW, the Town 

Council voted 4 to 1 to keep a no-wake zone on Narrow River at 100 feet, rather than 

1300 feet. 

 

2009 Aug. 5  Tom Fortier, president of the Friends of Canonchet Farm, offered his 

group to help clean up the Beech Groves.  Town Council President David Crook accepted 

the offer for actions caused by an “overzealous employee.” 

 

2009 Aug. 7  U.S. Senator Reed announced a $300,000 grant for the Army Corps of 

Engineers to develop a plan to restore and repair the breakwater at Galilee. 

 

2009 Aug. 14  The fifth annual honoring of Lucia Chase Ewing’s ballet will be held in 

conjunction with her son’s (Alexander Ewing) book, Bravura, honoring her.  This event 

is at the Kinney Bungalow.  Mr. Ewing s the former Chancellor of the North Carolina 

School of the Arts and the former General Director of Joffrey Ballet. 

 

2009 Aug. 26  The Town Council voted 3 (Trainor-Fleet, Crook, and Hagopian) to 2 

(Cicilline-Bounanno and Wilkins) to replace Town Manager Ceasrine with Police Chief 

Little until a full-time replacement was found. Ceasrine will continue as Town Engineer.  

Glenna Hagopian wrote about the problems in the town Finance Department. 

 

2009 Sept. 2  Council President Crook detailed his reasons for ousting the Town 

Manager.  Crook was upset with both the Finance Dept. and Recreation Dept.  Crook was 

also upset with the dumping of trash in sensitive environmental areas. 

 

2009 Sept. 9  Jeff Ceasrine answered his critics in a letter. 

 

2009 Oct. 7  The homestead exemption is back on the table. 

 

2009 Oct. 21  Four lobster boats—“Debbie Ann,” Captain Bligh,” “Excalibur,” and 

“Courtney Elizabeth”—are featured on the Discovery Channel’s Lobstermen. 

 

2009 Oct. 23  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced the PJ Harbor of Refuge 

will be dredged at a cost of $978,000. 

 

2009 Oct. 30  Kristina Primavera is Miss Rhode Island USA 2010. Janice Harris, 17 

year-old NHS senior, is the New England “New Country Female entertainer and Female 

Vocalist of the Year. 

 

2009 Nov. 6  Led by the Friends of Canonchet Farm, 58 volunteers were successful in 

removing asphalt from the Anne Hoxsie Land parking area. 

 

2009 Nov. 13  The Pier IGA supermarket will close doors for good. 

 

2009 Nov. 20  Stop & Shop donated 1,000 turkeys weighing more than 14,000 lbs. for 

the Food Bank’s Holiday Meal Drive. 
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2009 Dec. 11  Bob Ballard gave a tour of the Inner Space Center at the GSO campus.  

The NT followed with an editorial “The Significance of the Inner Space Center.” 

 

2010 

 

2010 Jan. 1  Bank Newport’s Narragansett. Branch hosted a “Teddy Bear Stuffing 

Party” to benefit the Johnnycake Center.  Children each stuffed one bear for each of them 

and one bear for the Johnnycake Center.  Over 55 teddy bears were donated. 

 

2010 Jan. 22  Grady Miller, the Deputy Director of Community Services of Peoria, AZ, 

is appointed Town Manager. 

 

2010 Jan. 27  U.S. District Judge William E. Smith ruled the orange stocker nuisance to 

be valid. The NT also published a statement by the ACLU, one of the plaintiffs with 

URI’s Student Senate. 

 

2010 Feb. 10  Led by Bianca Spinnazzolla, Narragansett High School’s Girls Swim 

Team beat Westerly 345-33.25 to claim their second Div. II championship in a row. 

 

2010 Feb. 12  There is no question of a serious sea wall defect but RIDOT claims it was 

Narragansett’s fault. A compromise on the funding for the repairs is possible. 

 

2010 Feb. 17  Eighteen architectural firms viewed the walk through the old North 

Pavilion to ascertain whether to bid on the contract to reconstruct the facility, if voters 

approve. 

 

2010 Feb. 19  NT reporter Carl Critz editorialized on a comparison of Narragansett to 

Newport and to Matunuck in “For Narr to prosper, residents must embrace progress.”  

“The residents of this town want to see a positive turn around, but don’t want to see it 

happen in their back yard.” 

 

2010 March 05  Roki, Narragansett’s patrol/Narcotics K-9, joined K-9 Officer Matt 

Riley in 2001. Roki is two years from retirement. Matt is leading a K-9 fundraiser to 

receive a new dog to replace Roki. 

 

2010 March 10  The Narragansett HS competitive cheerleading team won the RI Small 

School Division Championship. 

 

2010 March 26  Brian Laftes, a freshman, prepared a 60-minute documentary, “Truth:  

Fishing Crisis or Government Mismanagement.”  He was helped by Dana Nugent, URI 

media supervisor.  The NT followed with “The Best Teacher is Experience.” 

 

2010 March 26  The 44-member Grove City College (PA) Touring Choir will beat the 

First Baptist Church. 
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2010 March 26  Gail Barravecchia-Danderand was named RI 2008-2009 Outstanding 

First Year Principal.  Gail is principal at Narragansett Elementary. 

 

2010 April 30  Kristina Primavera is Miss Rhode Island USA 2010. 

 

2010 May 5  The Town Council will ask the RI General Assembly to approve a $7.5 

million bond for the demolition and reconstruction of the North Pavilion. 

 

2010 May 26  The new Salty Brine bathing pavilion on the southwest edge of Galilee 

was dedicated along with its residential-grade wind turbine. 

 

2010 June 11  Town Manager Grady Miller was advised by Town Pres Cook not to 

testify at the RI House hearings on the $9.5 million bond to replace the North Pavilion.  

Miller was close to the Capitol.  The request was withdrawn by the Town Council. 

 

2010 June 23  Town will repair North Pavilion with $1.67 million from Beach Fund. 

 

2010 July 2  A police raid at a commercial building on Celestial Drive led to a seizure 

of 86 mature marijuana plants, 75 seedlings, and 3 lbs. of marijuana. 

 

2010 July 2  The Narragansett Prevention Partnership took a one-page ad to thank 

seven organizations and 277 individuals for their support to prevent underage drinking in 

Narragansett. 

 

2010 July 23  Finance Director Robert Uyttebroek was terminated by Town Manager 

Miller. Councilwoman Glenna Hagopian was instrumental in forming a Town Finance 

Committee. 

 

2010 July 28  Shirley Eastham reviewed her 7 year tenure as event coordinator at 

Kinney Bungalow.  It was a successful 7 years. 

 

2010 July 28  The SCM celebrated its 25th annual quilt show. 

 

2010 July 30  U.S. Fish & Wildlife extended to 1,700 ft the “No Wake Zone” in the 

wildlife refuge shoreline. 

 

2010 Aug. 4  Dean Hoxsie replaced the retired Police Chief Joe Little, a much 

acclaimed administrator. 

 

2010 Aug. 4  The Town Council voted 5-0 to oppose the U.S. Fish & Wildlife no wake 

zone. 

 

2010 Aug. 28  The Narragansett HS Soccer field was named in honor of its first soccer 

coach, Tom Ashley. 
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2010 Sept. 1  A family of four was swept off Hazard Rocks; 25-year-old Samnang is 

missing. 

 

2010 Sept. 3  Marine scientists Gail Scowcroft and Christopher Knowles will teach the 

Fall 2010 Semester course, “Oceanography for Educators, OCG 507.” 

 

2010  Sept. 17  Newcomer Teresa Tanzi upset incumbent David Caprio in the 

democratic primary for RI House 34. 

 

2010 Sept. 29  Brett Warnke wrote this interesting piece:  “Great Swamp Ceremony 

remembers fallen Narragansetts. 

 

2010 Oct. 6  The Narragansett Town Council approved the standards and guidelines for 

its Historic District Communities and its procedures manual. 

 

2010 Oct. 13   Keith Lescarbeau, President of Abcore Restoration, will be honored with 

the Stephen J. Tyson Sr. Artisan Award from the RI Historical Preservation Heritage 

Commission for Keith’s work on restoration of lighthouses. 

 

2010 Oct. 15  Kathy Sipala wins RI Superintendent of the Year Award. 

 

2010 Oct. 29  The NRPA celebrated its 40 year anniversary at its annual meeting.” 

 

2010 Nov. 10  James Merolla wrote:  “Tipping a few with new Narragansett Beer 

owner Mark Hellendrung.” 

 

2010 Nov. 12  NHS principal Dan Warren has formed a Freshman Academy, in which 

the ninth grade is split into two teams. The 10 teachers meet in teams of five and instruct 

in 78-minute classes with 20-25 students. 

 

2010 Nov. 12  With $500,000 donations by parishioners, St. Thomas More will restore 

its hall and rectory roofs, windows, shingles, siding, trim railings, and to add paint, 

lighting, as well as indoor and outdoor enhancements to St. Veronica’s Chapel. 

 

2010 Nov. 17  Brett Warnke wrote:  “Vangermeersch releases literary readings on 

Canonchet, Narragansetts.” 

 

2010 Nov. 17  Sophomores Carla Porras and Maggie Salomone led the NHS girls 

soccer team to the D-III title, beating Middletown 1-0. 

 

2010 Dec. 3  Bayscape Nursery opens its new retail location at 933 Boston Neck Road. 
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2011 

 

Dear Readers and Researchers, 

 

Lo and behold both the NT and SCI were NOT microfilmed after the end of 2010.  The 

Peace Dale Library does have actual copies for 2011 and forward. 

 

Hence, the labor (mine) to continue on has greatly increased and so will the cost at 15 

cents a page to photocopy the given page—a tedious and boring task indeed.  However, I 

decided to march ahead. 

 

15 cents a page calls for a reduction in the amount of printing.  Certain research items 

will have some change in my operating policy.  They are: Articles, Art, Books, etc. on 

Narragansett Bike Path; Canonchet Farm; Churches; Disasters; Fishers, Hazards; Harbor 

of Refuge, Galilee, Jerusalem, Salt Pond; History; Hotels; Library; Lighthouses, Life 

Saving Stations, Lifeguards, Coast Guard; Narragansett Indians; Narrow River, NRPA 

1970 on; Oceanography; Piers, Docks, Ferries; Salt Pond Indian Village, 1993 on; 

Scouts; South County Museum; Sunset Farm, 1987 on; Towers 1964 on; and Urban 

Renewal, Gilbane.  Four items are dropped:  Gambling; Miscellaneous; Railroads; and 

the WCTU. 

 

There will be very significantly reduced articles from:  Beaches; Businesses; Elections 

and Government; Entertainment and Enlightenment; Internal Improvements and 

Charities; Schools; Sports; U.S. Government; and Wars.  Since building an archive is a 

co-equal goal with a chronology, I will attempt to note the non-covered items by other 

means:  An index card notation (--) indicating no printing and, possibly, a record of (-) on 

the cover of the manila file folder for that item. 

 

 

2011 Jan. 7  The U.S. Court of Appeals for The First Circuit upheld the 

constitutionality of the 2005 “orange sticker” ordinance. 

 

2011 Jan. 21  SK and Narragansett and URI objected to a proposal for round trip jitney 

service from URI to local bars and restaurants in Narragansett. 

 

2011 Jan. 21  CG HH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crew rescued four from the sinking 

fishing vessel “Johanna Lenore” 40 nautical miles south of Montauk, NY. 

 

2011 Feb. 4  Jeffry Ceasrine received the Providence Engineering Society’s “Engineer 

of the Year award. 

 

2011 Feb. 4  As a part of the 50th Anniversary of the Grad School of Oceanography, an 

eight part lecture series exploring recent advances in understanding Ocean  Environment 

will be given. 
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2011 Feb. 9  Four Narragansett HS students led by teacher Sarah Krous will compete in 

the National Ocean Sciences Bowl at UConn’s Avery Point Campus. 

 

2011 Feb. 9  The Narragansett Tree Society will install 80 eight-foot sections of 30” 

wide boardwalk on the Canonchet Trail.  The Tree Society will also supervise a Boy 

Scout Eagle Project from Troop 2.  Narragansett to blaze the trail with 125 orange 

markers and erect signs to label side trails. 

 

2011 Feb. 16  An additional $156,000 was received from the American Electric Power 

Service to the original $240,000 grant to have a 100 kilowatt wind turbine at Fisherman’s 

Memorial State Campground. 

 

2011 Feb. 18  NHS senior Ryan Field will direct “A Bad Year for Tomatoes” as his 

senior project. 

 

2011 Feb. 23  Luca Spinazzola capped his career winning the RIIL Boys Championship 

events in the 500 yard free style and the 100 backstroke. 

 

2011 March 18  NHS competitive cheerleaders won their second Small Schools Div 

Championship in a row. 

 

2011 March 23  The Narragansett-URI Coalition brought forth a six-page action report.  

The Town reacts to maintain a database of all rental property, rental types, and reported 

violations. 

 

2011 March 23  Rob Ferraro, manager of Jerry’s Paint and Hardware, was named one 

of the home improvement industry’s “Young Retailer of the Year” by the North 

American Retail Hardware Association. 

 

2011 March 23  The Narragansett Fire Dept was awarded the Thomas E. Sweeney Jr. 

Risk Management Innovation award for its wellness program.  The NFD had saved over 

$300,000 in on-duty expenses and are physically preparing their younger fighters for 

long-term physical exertions. 

 

2011 March 25  The third annual Narragansett Restaurant Week will kick-off. 

 

2011 March 25  One Way Gallery’s grand re-opening happened this past Sat at 140 

Boon Street. 

 

2011 April 6  The North Beach Clubhouse is completely overhauled by Abcore 

Restoration. 

 

2011 April 6  Michael and Marie Johnson are being redeployed to Afghanistan leaving 

their eight-month old daughter with her maternal grandmother. 
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2011 April 8  The U.S. Economic Development Administration has selected Point 

Judith for a 2 ½ day analysis of specific issues concerning the community. 

 

2011 May 4  The Narragansett Water Pollution Control Assoc. recognized the 

Wastewater Treatment Facility at Scarborough Beach as being the “Most Efficient Small 

Secondary Treatment Plant.” 

 

2011 May 6  Luca Spinazzola, a senior at NHS, placed first in RI for the Cyber 

Foundations Competition, an aptitude test. 

 

2011 May 18  U.S. Senator Reed met with local fishermen and researchers from the 

Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation to discuss recent efforts of fisheries data 

collection at Point Judith. 

 

2011 June 1  A U.S. Appeals Court rejected a suit from Downing/Salt Pond Partners 

against RI CRMC regarding construction delays. 

 

2011 June 10  South County Museum  kicks-off its new year with an exhibit “In 

History’s Wake, The Last Trap Fishermen of RI.” 

 

2011 June 15  Led by NHS freshman Rachel D’Ambrosia—a skin cancer survivor--, 18 

NHS students are raising awareness of skin cancer. 

 

2011 June 17  Two NHS seniors received scholarships:  Eric Peterson, $1,000 from The 

Indian Run Garden Club and Tess McNamara $5,000 from BU’s Stephen Phillips 

Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

 

2011 June 17  Robert Perlow, a Narragansett resident and a Pawtucket native and a 

noted “Warm-up Guy,” will be at The Comedy Convention in East Providence. 

 

2011 June 17  Olivia, NHS Valedictorian, and Ana DiPrete, NHS salutatorian, are two 

sisters and are enrolling in Brown’s eight-year Liberal Medical Education program. 

 

2011 June 17  Shaun Kirby wrote about the 50th year anniversary of URI GSO. 

 

2011 June 24  Jamestown is considering both NHS and NKHS for its students. 

 

2011 June 24  The Narragansett Pier School boys track team was honored for becoming 

RI State Champs in middle school track and field. 

 

2011 June 29  URI GSO and Johnson and Wales are teaming up for sustainable 

seafood. 

 

2011 July 1  Narragansett, in conjunction with the Dunes Club, will have its first 

fireworks in years on July 3 at 9:00 pm. 
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2011 July 6  Denise Rubin, a retired speech pathologist for Narragansett schools, is 

teaching Svaroopa® yoga voluntarily for six students with M.S. 

 

2011 July 6  Soldiers fighting in Kandahar honored the Lions Club and Boy Scout 

Troop one by transferring an American flag from the combat zone to the Maury 

Loontjens Memorial Library.  Richard Reich and Greg Smith from the Lions Club and 

Ryan Tudino and Dan Foster from Troop One sent over 50 backpacks with multiple gifts 

for the holidays.  

 

2011 July 20  The Town Council approved the Economic Development Plan. 

 

2011 July 20  The Narragansett Tree Society and Boy Scout Troop 2 helped to 

refurbish Canonchet Trail. 

 

2011 July 27  After beating Warwick Continental 18-8, the Narragansett 11 year-old 

baseball team lost 18-17 to Central Coventry in final of the Championship Game. 

 

2011 July 27  Federal, RI, and URI officials recognized The Ocean Special Area 

Management Plan (SAMP).  RI is the first state to develop such a broad marshalling of 

scientific information about the ocean as a natural resource. 

 

2011 July 29   Led by Town Manager Grady Miller, a community meeting wanted to re-

establish the Narragansett Historical Society. 

 

2011 July 29  Narragansett was recognized by the Govt Finance Officers Assoc for its 

financial report and reserved the “Certification of Achievement for Excellence in 

Financial Reporting.” 

 

2011 Aug. 17  The Narragansett Personnel Appeals Board meeting will be held to hear 

former Parks and Recreation Director Barry Fontaine’s appeal of his firing. 

 

2011 Aug. 17  BETA Group, Inc. will conduct a “Pavement Management Program” to 

assess the current state of Narragansett’s road system. 

 

2011 Aug. 19  RI DEM will spend $688,800 for a new wind turbine project at 

Fisherman’s Memorial State Park. 

 

2011 Aug. 19  Hiroko Shikashiro’s photography is on view at Bill Krul Gallery. 

 

2011 Aug. 26  Narragansett, South Kingstown, and North Kingstown will put together 

a co-op girls hockey team to compete at the Interscholastic League level. 

 

2011 Sept. 2  MooMoo’s Inc Cream Shop will give all of its profits earned on the Labor 

Day Weekend to Kevin’s Cause.  This will benefit the recently married Kevin Dubois, 

who lost both of his legs in Afghanistan. 
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2011 Sept. 14  The Woods Hole Group will assess the feasibility of mitigating beach 

erosion through a replenishment plan.  The range of cost of replacement is $1.5 million to 

$8 million. 

 

2011 Sept. 16  It was reported in the History Section that 100 years ago Truman H. 

Newberry (Theodore Roosevelt’s Under Secretary of the Navy and later on U.S. Senator 

from MI) had run over and instantly killed eight-year-old Helen Ellis of Milford, MA. 

 

2011 Sept. 21  Former Parks & Recreation Director Barry Fontaine agreed to a 

severance package of $28,000 as a settlement of his termination. 

 

2011 Sept. 28  The former Lighthouse Inn Restaurant, vacated since 1986, was 

demolished.  Its roof had collapsed in early August. 

 

2011 Sept. 28  Police Officers Kyle Edwards and Patrick O’Brien rescued 3 men in the 

heavy fog in the water off Narrow River. 

 

2011  Sept. 30  Bob Preston and his wife Becky will take their yacht, Family Ties II, 

from Maine to the Bahamas to raise $150,000 for Parkinson’s Disease. 

 

2011 Oct. 12  Seafoodhealthfacts.org is a new website launched in part by URI to 

remove the consumer’s reluctance towards eating seafood. 

 

2011 Oct. 14  Middlebridge School proposes a high school for Hazard Castle.  This 

historic structure will be used to educate students with learning disabilities. 

 

2011 Oct. 21  Research vessel URI GSO’s Endeavor returned to port after its 500th 

research trip. 

 

2011 Oct. 21  Kelly Sullivan published a 30-part series on “The Heroic Life and Times 

of Kate Sprague.” 

 

2011 Nov. 09  The Boy Scouts of Troop 1 led their 24th annual “Scouting for Food” 

program. 

 

2011 Nov. 16  Led by Emily Wright, the Narragansett Girls Soccer team repeated as 

Div. III champs by beating Middletown 4-1 and capping an undefeated season.  

 

2011 Nov. 18  On a walk in Canonchet Farms, Jay Waller, archaeologist, spoke about 

the Narragansett Tribe’s daily interactions with other tribes, colonists, and the land 

surrounding them. 

 

2011 Nov. 30  The Town Council allowed the Friends of Canonchet Farm to submit an 

application to RI CRMC in order to remove invasive plants around Lake Canonchet. 
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2011 Nov. 30  The 36th annual Penguin Plunge to benefit RI Special Olympics will 

take place New Year’s Day at the Roger Wheeler State Beach instead of Jamestown’s 

Mackerel Cove. 

 

2011 Dec. 7  Deepwater Wind has laid out preliminary plans to construct a transmission 

line from Block Island to National Grid’s land lines is the Pier area. 

 

2011 Dec. 9  NOAAA has given RICRMC approval to review any marine projects 

taken in federal waters within the scope of the Ocean Special Area Management Plan 

(SCAMP) 

 

2011 Dec. 9  Dr. Barry Costa-Pierce, Director of RI Sea Grant, was elected as a fellow 

of the council of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

 

2011 Dec. 16  The Contemporary Theater will present “Mrs. Bob Cratchit’s World 

Christmas Binge” by Christopher Durang next week at The Towers. 

 

2011 Dec. 23  The Narragansett Housing Authority, the three Narragansett schools, and 

the Tower staff have administered the Ginger Bread Kids program for 32 years.  As a 

result 245 children from 140 families will receive presents. 

 

2011 Dec. 23  Brian Kapuscinski set up a radio-synchronized Christmas light display at 

his house in the north end. 

 

2012 

 

2012 Jan. 6  The RI Hospitality Association recognized Annie Harding of The Village 

Inn Hotel & Conference Center as Hotel Employee of the Year. 

 

2012 Jan. 13  The Town Council and the Finance Committee met to discuss a five-year 

financial plan. 

 

2012 Jan. 25  Narragansett 160-pound sophomore wrestler Mike Gallagher was an 

underdog but won the Hurricane Invitational. 

 

2012 Jan. 27  URI Marine Research Scientist Robert Campbell spent 6 weeks on the 

Bering and Chukchi Seas, conducting the first winter research project in the modern era. 

 

2012 Jan. 27  Former RI Governor Joe Garrahy, a long-time Narragansett resident, died 

at 81 due to heart disease. The NT editorialized:  “Farewell to J. Joseph Garrahy, a 

statesman for the ages. But it was reputation as a statesman, a family man, and a true 

gentleman with high ethical standards that made a profound impact on many of us.” 

 

2012 Jan. 27  Seafreeze, Ltd., a frozen fish processing plant in North Kingstown, will 

purchase the former Slavin Point Judith Co. and Point Judith Fisherman Co-op building. 

 



17-51 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

2012 Feb. 1  Guided under the direction of violinist Emily Chen and School Music 

Director Michael Andrea, the Narragansett Elementary School students held a very 

successful winter concert. 

 

2012 Feb. 3   The Narragansett EDC held a series of meetings on “Where’s the Town?”  

Ed Mazze, Chair of the EDC announced that The America’s Cup, coming to Newport in 

July will provide Narragansett with a prime event for boosting local businesses. 

 

2012 Feb. 10  Stephen Olson, Director of the Coastal Resources Center (URI), was 

awarded the RI Sea Grant Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

2012 Feb. 15  In the HS Girls Div. I Championship Meet, Bianca Spinazzola won two 

individual events. Twin sister Angelica had a gold medal stolen from her by a touch-pad 

malfunction. Later,  LaSalle’s coach and the announced winner gave their medal to 

Angelica.   

 

2012 Feb. 22  The RI DEM and the De La Salle Christian Brothers have partnered to 

create a new trail section northward of the current DEM Malcolm Grant Trail. 

 

2012 Feb. 24  RI Superior Court ruled that a mixed affordable housing and market 

value apartment complex at 151 Ocean road must take place.  Hence, Atlantic East LTD 

won over Narragansett and its Planning Board. 

 

2012 Feb. 24  The New EDC announced its efforts to be a site for the America’s Cup in 

Newport in July. 

 

2012 Feb. 29  At the RIIL Girls Swim State Championship, Bianca Spinazzola ended 

her career with her 7th and 8th gold medals and then Bianca and then her twin, Angelica 

won her first gold. 

 

2012 March 9  The Town Council approved the newly updated 2011-2014 operating 

plan for the Towers.  Dave Ousterhout, Towers Committee Chair, and Kate Vivian, Event 

Coordinator, are featured in Shawn Kirby’s article. 

 

2012 March 9  The Town Council rejected Deepwater Wind’s appeal for a special-use 

permit. 

 

2012 March 9  Work done by Save the Bay has led to scallop revival at Point Judith 

Pond. 

 

2012 March 14  U.S. Senators Reed and Whitehouse announced that URI’s  

Sea Grant Program will reserve $2.06 million for fisheries research and education.  The 

funds will come from NOAA’s National Sea Grant Program. 

 

2012 March 14  NHS Girls Basketball team is Div II champ with a 51- 40 victory over 

Classical.  Abby MacKanna was MVP. 
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2012 March 23  Food truck vendors will be able to provide service in the North Beach 

Pavilion parking lot on Wednesday evenings throughout the summer. 

 

2012 March 30  Boy Scout Troop 1 Narragansett honored its newest Eagle Scouts, 

Corey Iacomo and Tom Reich. 

 

2012 April 4  The Middlebridge School was cleared to move into Hazard Castle. 

 

2012 April 6  The Bill Krul Gallery and Frame Shop is displaying photography from 

the North Kingstown Photo Guild, including works from Cathy Russo and Gerry 

Grabowski. 

 

2012 April 13  The RI Riveters will take on rivals The Jersey Shores in the Providence 

Roller Derby at the Ocean State Skate Club. 

 

2012 April 18  Professor Stephen Olsen was honored by RI Sea Grant with its lifetime 

achievement award. 

 

2012 April 18  The 23rd annual MS Walk raised funds for research and public 

awareness about multiple sclerosis. 

 

2012 April 20  Dr. John Saunders (Ignacy Silberherz), born in Poland and a  Holocaust 

survivor, spoke at NHS.  He will soon publish a book, “Prisoner, Officer, Winner,” 

detailing his experience of the Holocaust in full. 

 

2012 April 20  The Towers will host the first annual South County Jazz and Blues 

Festival featuring Chris Vachon of Roomful of Blues and Trombonist George Mazzo. 

 

2012 April 25  The Finance Committee at the direction of the Town Council has asked 

the town actuary, Nyhart, to go through various scenarios and options on the town’s 

pension plan. 

 

2012 April 27  Shawn Kirby wrote “Safe Routes to School” for the 2nd annual Safe 

Routes to School Bike Program for Narragansett Pier School students. 

 

2012 May 2  Sprague field is getting a facelift.  Narragansett resident Tony Fiore, 

owner of Worden’s Pond Builders, has agreed to donate his time and resources in order to 

reconstruct the dug-out areas at the baseball field. 

 

2012 May 2  T’s Restaurant is coming to 91 Point Judith Road. 

 

2012 May 2  Ray Ward from the Narragansett Tree Board and also the Conservation 

Commission thanked the community for helping with Arbor Day.  A beautiful red maple 

tree was dedicated to Charlie Lee. 
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2012 May 4  The Towers will host its sixth annual Taste of the Towers. 

 

2012 May 9  Led by Girls Basketball MVP Mercedes Harris, the Mariners won the Div. 

II Title, beating Classical 51-40.  Also Competition Cheerleading Coach Kristen Razza 

was selected as Coach of the Year. 

 

2012 May 16  The final touches are being done to the newly renovated North Pavilion 

by Abcore Restoration Co.  The pavilion is the first building constructed under RI’s 

Green Buildings Act. 

 

2012 May 23  SK and Narragansett officials announced the SC 12 meter Regatta on 

June 21.  This is in association with America’s Cup World Series Yacht race in Newport. 

 

2012 May 23  Richard Vangermeersch summarized the ultimate Narragansett 

breakaway from South Kingstown on March 22, 1888.  He requested a formal celebration 

of the 125th event. 

 

2012 May 23  The town has an $81 million deficit in OPEB (Other Post-Employment 

Benefits). 

 

2012 May 30  An all-day event, “Festival for the Mariner Bowl,” will raise $ and 

awareness for a new athletic field for NHS. 

 

2012 June 1  There is a newly installed cupola and dome atop St. Mary’s Star of the Sea 

Church. 

 

2012 June 6  The Town Council and Town Manager Grady Miller agree to part ways. 

 

2012 June 6  The first annual Top-ten Ceremony for seniors was held at NHS. 

 

2012 June 15  Marie Younkin-Waldman, Coordinator of “Where’s The Town Seaside 

Fair,” thanked the community for its participation in the successful event. 

 

2012 June 20  Police Chief Dean Hoxsie is the acting Town Manager. 

 

2012 June 22  The Quest School broke ground on June 13 and then nearby 

condominiums are soon to come. 

 

2012 June 22  Major renovations to the high school are set to go under the management 

of the School Building Committee. 

 

2012 June 27  Fred Bartlett won the Seventh Annual Narrow River Turnaround Swim. 

 

2012 June 27  The Narragansett Art Festival held at the Towers had a record number 41 

vendors. 
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2012 July 18  Steve Wright, Interim P&R Director, was approved by the Town Council 

to take that position permanently. 

 

2012 July 18  Wayne and Bernice Durfee will guide participants through the historic 

sites at South Ferry.  They had lived in the former Fort Kearny barracks that were 

converted to housing for young faculty and grad students. 

 

2012 July 20  Cindy Follett Guldemond, a local author, has donated more than a $1,000 

from the profits of her book “Salt of the Sea:  Stories told by the Fishermen of Point 

Judith.”  Cindy is a daughter of a Point Judith fisherman. 

 

2012 July 20  Geoffrey Gibbs has finished an opera, “William Sprague and His 

Women,” on a text by Richard Vangermeersch.  It will be performed on Sept. 30 and 

there was a preview of the opera last Sunday night. 

 

2012 July 25  URI marine researcher Al Hanson is spearheading a new lab providing 

scientists with better data regarding nutrient levels in Narragansett Bay with a $2 million 

federal grant. 

 

2012 July 25  The visiting African Children’s Choir from Uganda performed at the 

Gazebo in the Pier.  The tour provides young, orphaned children a chance to perform and 

travel across the world. 

 

2012  July 27  Dr. Bruce H. Corliss will be the new Dean of URI GSO. 

 

2012 July 27  Camp Fuller celebrated its 125 years of summer fun on Salt Pond. 

 

2012 Aug. 1  Using its branch coin counting machine, Bank Newport donated $500 to 

the Galilee Mission. 

 

2012 Aug. 1  Matt Pelletier captured his fourth Blessing of the Fleet Road Race.  He 

was more than two minutes ahead of the second place runner. 

 

2012 Aug. 8  About 617 children signed up for “The Summer Youth Track Series” held 

on Monday evenings. 

 

2012 Aug. 8  The Town Council voted to purchase property at 94 and 95 Middlebridge 

Road, to preserve and develop the land on a limited basis.  Jill Lawler of Experience Real 

Estate waived a commission to expedite the purchase.  THANKS JILL. 

 

2012 Aug. 10  Kelly Sullivan wrote “Tale of an Eccentric Tipsy known as ‘Reckless 

Charlie (Thurber),” the famous Narragansett beach photographer during the post-Civil 

War years. 
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2012 Aug. 17  The 1,430 foot loop trail at the Black Point fishing access area was 

officially opened.  It is a result of a partnership between RI DEM and De La Salle 

Christian Brothers. 

 

2012 Aug. 22  The Town Council honors Donald L. Goodrich for his 41 years of 

service with the Planning and Zoning Boards. 

 

2012 Aug. 29  The Town Council voted to implement the first step of beach 

replenishment at the town beach. 

 

2012 Aug. 29  Shaun Kirby wrote:  “Council holds work session, public hearing with 

Deepwater Wind.”  Councilman Chris Wilkens was uncomfortable with the proposal to 

end at the town beach. 

 

2012 Aug. 29  RI Governor Lincoln Chafee requested the U.S. Department of 

Commerce to declare the groundfish industry a disaster area. 

 

2012 Sept. 5  The Narragansett Senior Association celebrated its 35th anniversary at the 

Community Center. 

 

2012 Sept. 5  The first-ever Galilee Fishing for a Cause Tournament and Seafood 

Festival will be held this weekend and is sponsored by the Flood Auto Group. 

 

2012 Sept. 26  The PJCC Charities Tournament raised $25,000. 

 

2012 Sept. 26  Student proficiency on the 2012 NECAP Science tests increased from 

42% in 2011 to 60% in 2012. 

 

2012 Oct. 3  The Town Council honored the late Jim Cavanaugh by a moment of 

silence.  Richard Vangermeersch said:  “Jim was my long-time Republican tag-team 

wrestling partner…”  “Jim was a highly articulate, witty and just plain funny right-wing 

conservative and more importantly a libertarian.” 

 

2012 Oct . 3  Sunset Farm and its Kinney Bungalow was designated an historic district 

by the Town Council. 

 

2012 Oct. 10  Shaun Kirby wrote about Greg Breen, who teaches agriculture and plant 

studies at NHS, in “Local farmers address the future of the agriculture industry.” 

 

2012 Oct .12  Ted Wright was awarded the James M. Kelso Community Service Award 

from the Narragansett Chamber of Commerce. 

 

2012 Oct. 24  The first phase of the school sports field, a $15,000 survey of public 

interest by fundraiser Dan Barry, was approved by the school committee. 
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2012 Oct. 21  Hurricane Sandy, a category one with 80-90 miles per hour, caused 

significant flooding in low lying areas.  Acting town manager Hoxsie reported:  “The 

town beach is destroyed, the south lot destroyed, and there is about a foot deep across the 

road.  Some of the cabanas are destroyed as well and one set of cabanas is not on its 

footing.” 

 

2012 Nov. 2  Mary Jane James-Pirri, a marine research associate at URI GSO, is the 

winner of the 2012 Award for Natural Resource Research, by the Northeast region of the 

National Park Service.  She has done 12 years of research on salt marsh ecology. 

 

2012 Nov. 7  Shaun Kirby wrote:  “Clean-up, Rebuilding Continues after Hurricane 

Sandy--Narragansett Town Beach in Need of Major Overhaul. 

 

2012 Nov. 7  The Town Council voted unanimously to give all the profit of $4,725.94 

from the SC 12 Meter Regatta to the 125th anniversary celebrations, as requested by the 

Narragansett EDC. 

 

2012 Nov. 7  Over 30 scouts, scout leaders and their families turned out to help with the 

“Sandy” cleanup activities organized by the Friends of Canonchet Farm. 

 

2012 Nov. 9  James Callaghan, Matt Mannix, and Doug McLaughlin are new faces on 

the town council, joining Glenna Hagopian and Susan Cicilline-Buonanno. 

 

2012 Nov. 9  A new recycling program requires licensed commercial haulers to take 

recyclable materials from residents. 

 

2012 Nov. 21  RI Attorney General Kilmartin rejected the complaint of a group of 

Narragansett residents against the former Town Council for its procedures in parting 

ways with the former town manager, Grady Miller. 

 

2012 Nov. 21  Narragansett was named to the third annual College Board AP 

(Advanced Placement) District Honor Roll.  The recognition is given to school districts 

who have developed distinguished advance placement programs. 

 

2012 Nov. 23  Jim Pontarelli, president of the advertising firm RDW Group, helped 

PBS’s Ken Burns’ “Dust Bowl.”  Jim reviewed a massive number of photos at the 

Library of Congress. 

 

2012 Nov. 28  The Towers hosted the Narragansett Indian Tribe Native Arts Festival as 

a part of Native America Heritage Month. 

 

2012 Nov. 30  RIDOT has almost completed the repairs to the sea wall after the impact 

of Hurricane Sandy. 
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2012 Dec. 12  The Middlebridge property which was purchased by the town for $1.4 

million in August, sustained damage during Hurricane Sandy  A number of buildings 

including the restaurant and the cottages, were flooded. 

 

2012 Dec. 26  A vigil to remember the lives lost in the Newtown, CT shootings was 

held by St. Thomas More Catholic Church. 

 

2013 

 

2013 Jan. 2  The Narragansett Pier School Boys basketball team has scored 364 points 

while only allowing 160 against them.  Joey Levesque is the team captain. 

 

2013 Jan. 2  Charles Roman, a GSO professor in residence, has co-edited “Tidal Marsh 

Restoration — A Synthesis of Science and Management.” 

 

2013 Jan. 9  Narragansett settled the Anawan Cliffs tax dispute for approximately 

$129,000. 

 

2013 Jan. 18  Shaun Kirby wrote “Salt Pond, Center of the Ancient Narragansett 

World.”  This covered the presentation on RI 110 by Jay Waller, a public archaeologist, 

at the Towers. 

 

2013 Jan. 23  RI CRMC voted to let Downing/Salt Pond Partners to continue 

development on RI 110.  The RI Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission 

Executive Director Edward Sanderson wants to work closely with Downing.  The 

Narragansett Historical Society called for public participation to save this historic site. 

 

2013 Jan. 23  Aubrie Blanchette is the first-ever female firefighter in Narragansett 

 

2013 Jan. 25  Angelina Chapman wrote:  “Pier Man a ‘Legend’ of Scroll Sawing” 

about John A. Nelson.  He has authored 60 books and over 500 magazine articles on that 

subject.  A scroll saw is used for cutting intricate designs and curves and was first 

patented in 1829. 

 

2013 Feb. 1  Maggie Salomone scored her 1,000th point for NHS’ Girls Basketball team 

in a 44-17 romp of Central Falls. 

 

2013 Feb. 6  Richard Kerbel, former North Kingstown Town Manager, was appointed 

interim town manager replacing, Police Chief Dean Hoxie. 

 

2013 Feb. 15  The NHS Biology Department presented its 10th annual DNA Day. 

 

2013 Feb. 15  RI CRMC approved renovations to the pier at Salty Brine State Beach. 

 

2013 Feb. 15  NHS graduate Andrew Holder is returning to RI to perform at the Ocean 

State Theater Co’s “Rent.” 
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2013 Feb. 22  The Towers hosted Berklee World String Orchestra to kick off the South 

County Jazz and Blues Waves. 

 

2013 Feb. 22  Amelia Graves, a 2008 NHS and 2012 Gwynedd-Mercy College 

graduate, is heading to Chile to teach English in Valparaiso as part of a small group with 

the English Open Doors Program—a Chilean Ministry of Education Program. 

 

2013 Feb. 22  The U.S. Postal Service will release a series of 5 stamps featuring New 

England lighthouses in July, including, one of which is the Point Judith Lighthouse.  

[Please view the memorabilia of the first day event, which is part of the Narragansett 

Historical Society archival collection.] 

 

2013 Feb. 22  Brian Mulholland, a Narragansett native, won the 2013 Stanley Drama 

Award for his play “The Return of Tartuffe, a sequel to Moliére’s “Tartuffe,” written, 

like Moliére’s, in rhyming couplets. 

 

2013 Feb. 27  The Piping Plover, an endangered species frequenting the RI coastline 

between March and May, is the subject of work between Narragansett and the U.S. Fish 

and  Service. 

 

2013 Feb. 27  Mike Gallagher won the 170-pound wrestling title by pinning Justin 

Caparco in the last second of the match. 

 

2013 Feb. 27  Further renovations are coming to Kinney Bungalow. 

 

2013 March 8  Due to the sleuthing of Shirley Eastham of the Narragansett Historical 

Society, the Narragansett Boston Post “Oldest Citizen Cane” was returned to the Town. 

 

2013 March 8  The RI DEM received a $2.9 million grant from the Economic 

Development Administration for infrastructure improvements at the Port of Galilee. 

 

2013 March 13  The Mariners took home their fourth consecutive cheerleaders Small 

School Div. Championship. Also, led by MVP Maggie Salomone, the NHS Girls 

Basketball Team won its second straight Div. II championship beating Prout 56-42. 

 

2013 March 13  The NHS gym and greenhouse facilities are slated for improvement 

and renovation as part of the Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

2013 March 13  The Chair of Narragansett Finance Committee Harris Chorney, 

reported that the Town had unfunded liabilities of $42 million in pension and $69.5 

million in Other Post Employment Benefits.  He concluded:  “we believe that the pension 

and OPEB are not financially sustainable.” 
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2013 March 15  Leia Mistowski, NHS senior, was named an All-American in the 

weight throw thanks to her 5th Place performance at the New Balance Scholastic National 

Championships. 

 

2013  March 20  Todd Melendy is leading an $100,000 drive in honor of his late NHS 

classmate, Chad O’Brien, in the Chad O’Brien Memorial Scholarship. 

 

2013 March 20  Marianne Manzi Adams is 2013 School Nurse Teacher of the Year.  

She is a full time nurse for 555 students at the elementary school. 

 

2013 March 29  Councilman Matt Mannix proposed that Deepwater Wind talks be 

suspended until July 1. 

 

2013 March 29  The Coast Guard House will undergo major renovations to repair the 

damage from Hurricane Sandy. 

 

2013 March 29  Monahan’s Dock, subjected to heavy damage by Hurricane Sandy, will 

be made over by RIDEM’S Coastal Resources at an estimated cost of $174,000. 

 

2013 April 3  The RI CRMC approved a Narrow River research project, headed by The 

Nature Conservancy which will examine the increasing problems of coastal erosion. 

 

2013 April 5  Sophomore NHS Girls Softball pitcher Jordan Cameron threw a no-hitter 

in Narragansett’s 10-0 win over Bishop Keough. 

 

2013 April 10  Richard Vangermeersch wrote about the long list of people, who made 

the Narragansett 125 kick-off at the Towers a tremendous success. 

 

2013 April 10  Peter Pan wrote about the 45th Annual New England Mid-Winter 

Championship at Narragansett Town Beach.  This event is the oldest continuing winter 

surfing contest in the world. 

 

2013 April 19  Narragansett Brownie Troop 361 donated 141 boxes of Girl Scout 

Cookies to the Jonnycake Center and 56 boxes to U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan. 

 

2013 May 15  RI General Treasurer Raimondo awarded NHS Junior Branden Barlow 

the Treasury’s Young Leader Award.  This recognizes high school Juniors who 

demonstrate entrepreneurship and achievement in math, economics, and business related 

classes. 

 

2013 May 22  Tate Odom of Nyhart, the town’s pension and OPEB consultants,   

presents six alternatives to reduce pension costs. 

 

2013 May 24  Aspiring musicians Conner Fisher and Hanna Gang are one of the four 

acts selected for the final of a new AMC reality show “Showville.”  
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2013 May 24  Cheryl Witala of the Nature Conservancy directed volunteers from 

Schneider Electric to clear a new trail off Boston Neck Road on the Whale Rock 

Property.  [Please walk there.] 

 

2013 May 29  Food trucks on Narragansett Town Beach are very popular on every 

Monday and Wednesday from 6 pm to 10 pm. 

 

2013 June 5  With a ride that started at NHS and weaving through 3 other towns 550 

bike riders participated in the 2013 Ocean State Tour de Cure.  The American Diabetes 

Association with United Healthcare raised $250,000 for diabetes research. 

 

2013  June 5  NHS Girls Lacrosse team is the Div. III Champ after beating Pilgrim HS 

10-8.  Abby McKarine scored four goals.  

 

2013 June 7  The smallest RI middle school, Narragansett Pier School, won its third 

successive Boys Track and State Championship in 2011, 2012 and 2013. 

 

2013 June 7  Led by Marie Younkin-Waldman, the Where’s the Town will hold its 2nd 

annual Seaside Fair on Saturday June 9 at the Pier Marketplace. 

 

2013 June 12  After a 2012 season 0-16, NHS Girls Softball went 19-0 in Div. III to 

win the championship by beating Juanita Sanchez--Rocky Hill Co-op 17-3. 

 

2013 June 14   This year’s Beach Blanket Bidding Gala raised $57,000 for Narragansett 

Schools.  It was held at the Dunes Club. 

 

2013 June 14   Cox awarded six of Narragansett’s finest athletes for its RI Sports 

Award.  Adam Betts, swimming; Sajad Hosseini, boys soccer; Jimmy Kershaw, boys 

baseball; Chandler Lemay, girls soccer; Emily McClaron, girls soccer; and Maggie 

Salomone, girls basketball. 

 

2013 June 14  Peter Pan wrote about the “Learn to Surf Day,” a program for disabled 

children run by URI Professor Emily Clapham. 

 

2013 June 19  NBX Bikes moved to 922 Boston Neck Road. 

 

2013 June 19 Maria Shanahan wrote about the Metcalf Institute lecture on extreme 

weather by Prof. William Solecki from Hunter College of CUNY and Director of the 

CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities. 

 

2013 June 21  Sunset Farm was named to the National Historic Register.  Maria 

Shanahan did a marvelous history of the farm. 

 

2013 June 21  More than 120 Narragansett HS sophomores received certificate of 

completion in the new event [EVERFI] program sponsored by the Westerly Community 

Credit Union. 
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2013 June 21  Leia Mistowski is again an All-American in the hammer throw.  She 

finished sixth in that event. 

 

2013 June 21  Zach McKanna threw a no-hitter in the first game of the Div. II 

Championship series beating Westerly 9-0. 

 

2013 June 26  The Narragansett Town Council  approved the Funding Improvement 

Plan for pensions and OPEB prepared by Nyhart. 

 

2013 June 26  NHS Boys Baseball won its first Div. II State Championship beating 

Westerly 7-2 in the second game. 

 

2013 June 26  Deepwater Wind had a full page informational ad “How Narragansett 

Can Help Bring Clean Energy to RI. 

 

2013 June 28  Town Council President James Callaghan clearly stated that there had 

been no previous negotiations with Deepwater Wind. 

 

2013 June 28  Jonathan Clancy wrote a magnificent article on a magnificent wall in 

“Waves of Narragansett Mural to be Celebrated.”  There will be a 5 year anniversary on 

Sat.  {Please view and study this wall.  Gilbane Properties certainly did a great job having 

Mika Seegar, Peter Geisser and Janice Causey build this wall). 

 

 2013 July 3  The Town Council approved Friends of Canonchet’s request for up to 10 

educational signs within the farm. 

 

2013 July 3  Narragansett had the second highest jump in automobile accident claims 

during the summer in the country. 

 

2013 July 5  Zach McKanna is 2013 SRI Newspapers Spring Sports Overall Most 

Valuable Player.  In addition Keith Vellone was baseball coach of the year.  Ross 

Hodnett and Jimmy Kershaw are on the baseball All-Area Team. 

 

2013 July 12   More residents may now find themselves in a flood zone, now that 

FEMA is updating its flood insurance rate maps. 

 

2013 July 12  The Narragansett Historical Society is hosting a program to note the 

Point Judith Lighthouse being chosen for a U.S. postage stamp.  This is a classic first-

day-cover event. 

 

2013 July 12  John O’Hara, 92, is the Department of RI VFW Patriot Award winner for 

his involvement with countless councils and community organizations. 

 

2013 July 17  Narragansett Policemen and Firemen settled with the Town for a three 

year contract that made substantive changes in pension and OPEB benefits. 
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2013 July 17  The Deepwater Resistance PAC was founded by Robert Shields, Gerald 

McCarthy, and Myron Waldman. 

 

2013 July 19  The Planning Board approved the site review application for The Break, 

a boutique hotel at 1200 Ocean Road. 

 

2013 July 24  “Frantic Fred” Bartlett was the top finisher in the Save the Bay Swim and 

the Tri Quonset Spring Distance Triathlon. 

 

2013 July 26  Wayne and Bernice Durfee will lead another South Ferry Tour.  They 

lived in WWII barracks when they were first married in 1951. 

 

2013 Aug. 7  The Town Council voted 5-0 to  deny Deepwater Wind’s plan to install a 

34.5 kilowatt cable in the Town Beach. 

 

2013 Aug. 9  Jeremy Myles (Garno), Tim Sullivan (Smut Villian), and Ryan Robidoux 

(Evoker) returned to Narragansett from NYC to exhibit “The DWS Retrospective:  20 

Years of Stuff.”  This is at One-Way Gallery in Narragansett.  

 

2013 Aug. 9  RIDOT purchased 52 acres along Salt Pond, which have significant, pre-

colonial Native American artifacts.  The cost was $6.25 million and ownership will be 

held by RI and the Narragansett Indian Tribe. 

 

2013 Aug. 14  Audrey O’Neil reviewed the 80-year history of the South County 

Museum in “South County Museum  Preserves Heritage of Coastal Life.” 

 

2013 Aug. 16  An NT reader Michael Bottari wrote about “Guy the Rock Guy,” who 

does rock design formations at Narragansett Beach.  [I will identify him as Guy Box, a 

former student of mine.  Guy is quite artistic.] 

 

2013 Aug. 21  Chris Poulos, World Champion Bicycle Stunt Rider and motivational 

speaker, visited the Narragansett Parks & Recreation camp to speak with the campers 

about ways to prevent bullying. 

 

2013 Aug. 30  The 2nd annual Galilee Fishing Tournament and Seafood Festival to 

benefit local charities will be held on Sept. 7 and 8. 

 

2013   Sept. 6  S. Bradley Moran, a professor of oceanography at URI GSO has been 

appointed to serve as the Assistant Director for Ocean Sciences in The White House 

Office of Science and Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President. 

 

2013 Sept. 6  Pamela Nolan is the new Town Manager.  She has more than 25 years of 

senior level management experience in the public and private sectors. 
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2013 Sept. 13  Surfers Healing will hold a surf camp at the Narragansett Town Beach to 

help autistic children and their families experience the healing power of surfing. 

 

2013 Sept. 12  Bob Leonard is New England’s most famous hair transplant specialist.  

He is praised by Wes Welker, NFL wide receiver. 

 

2013 Sept. 27  With the Town Beach off limits, Deepwater Wind will try a cable 

beneath Scarborough State Beach. 

 

2013 Oct. 2  A ceremony was held to honor the Wounded Warrior Project during the 

flag raising ceremony in Veteran’s Memorial Park. 

 

2013 Oct. 4  There was an “Inside the Garden Gates” tour by the Narragansett 

Historical Society featuring Lasata,” at 32 Central.  Ted Wright donated bus service,  

Also, Kelley Sullivan started her four-part series on “125th Anniversary of Narragansett.” 

 

2013 Oct. 9  The Narragansett Lions’ Oktoberfest raised money for needy families of 

men and women, past and present. 

 

2013 Oct. 9  The Narragansett Town Council voted 3-1 not to award the bid for the 

Paddle Sports Business Concession at Middlebridge to Jeff Shapiro’s Kayak Center. 

 

2013 Oct. 18  Kelly Sullivan in part III of her series related that Ogden L. Mills (we 

have already noted him as U.S. Congressman from NYC, long-time Undersecretary of 

the Treasury 1927-1932 and that Secretary of the Treasury 132-1933), a summer cottager 

in Narragansett, and once owned the famous horse Seabiscuit.  That horse lost his first 17 

races causing Mills to sell him for $18,000.  The rest is history for Seabiscuit, a Triple 

Crown Winner.  Bad move Ogden. 

 

2013 Oct. 18  Enrollment in Narragansett schools went from 1,595 in 2005 to 1,408 this 

year. 

 

2013 Oct. 23  Narragansett Girls Tennis Team won the RIIL Div. II Championship, 

beating Tollgate 4-2.  Eily Sullivan erased a 4-1, third set deficit to clinch the 

championship. 

 

2013 Oct. 23  The cabanas, damaged by Hurricane Sandy , may soon be replaced. 

 

2013 Oct. 23  RI Department of Education stated that Narragansett has made a 

“significant” increase in NECAP science scores over a six year period. 

 

2013 Oct. 25  George’s of Galilee will be featured on “Log On and Eat with Eden 

Grinshpan” on the Cooking Channel. 

 

2013 Oct. 25  The Eastern Surfing Association’s Northeast Surfing Championship was 

held at the Narragansett Town Beach, which hosted the first championship 39 years ago. 
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2013 Oct. 30  Marissa McPhillips. NHS sophomore, won the Class C Championship 

Long Distance Running with a time of 19:44.71. 

 

2013 Nov. 6  At URI’s Coastal Institute, the symposium ”Innovation in Oceanography, 

Ocean Engineering Defense and Marine Trades” was organized by URI’s newly created 

Business Engagement Center. 

 

2013 Nov. 8  WWII veteran John S. O’Hara shared his life experiences with other 

veterans by donating his 200 page WWII diary to the Veterans Home in Bristol. 

 

2013 Nov. 8  Eighteen teams across RI will compete at Pier School in the First Lego 

League RI Qualifying tournament. 

 

2013 Nov. 15  Troop 1 Narragansett Boy Scouts along with Pack 29  Cub Scouts and 

many Girl Scouts and Adult Leaders collected, boxed, and delivered 4800 pounds of food 

for the needy.  Meanwhile, Narragansett Junior Girl Scout troop 80 recently completed 

their annual Project Undercover collection to help local children in need of new 

underwear, socks, and diapers.  Over 3500 items were collected. 

 

2013 Nov. 15  The Pier School Theater program The “Wiz” won the annual Moss Hart 

Memorial Award for the best youth and children’s production in New England in 2013.  

The production team was:  director Jimmy Calitri; choreographer Chelsea Cook; Musical 

Director Jonathon Audette; and producer Vanessa Miller, enrichment teacher. 

 

2013 Nov. 20  Norm Campbell is the honorary president of the American Pharmacists 

Association. 

 

2013 Nov. 29  Scott Partington is now Narragansett’s Fire Chief.  He started as a 

probationary officer in Narragansett in 1991. 

 

2013 Dec. 4  The Town Council voted to issue up to $1.8 million in bonds and notes on 

the Nov. 2014 election ballot for the proposed athletic complex. 

 

2013 Dec. 6  In a fund raising fight card to help Gary “The Tiger” Balletto at Twin 

Rivers Casino, Jamie “The Hurricane” Clampitt beat Dominga Olivo. Clampitt returned 

to fighting after three years and two children. 

 

2013 Dec. 6  The RI State Properties Committee voted 2-0 to allow Deepwater Wind to 

land its transmission cable at Scarborough State Beach. 

 

2013 Dec. 18  URI GSO gets a $554,396 grant from the Rockefeller Foundation for 

sustainable fisheries work.  Also, Jennifer McCann won a Sea Grant Achievement 

Award. 

 

2013 Dec. 20  Narragansett schools adopt a wireless classroom initiative. 
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2013 Dec. 25  Richard Vangermeersch wrote about the town’s very unfavorable OPEB 

status compared to other RI communities.  He stressed that OPEB was every bit as much 

of long term debt as bond liabilities. 

 

2014 

 

2014 Jan. 10  The 7th annual SC Bridal Show will be held this Sunday at the Towers. 

 

2014 Jan. 15  U.S. HUD has determined that the Narragansett Housing Authority is 

“troubled” and is working on a plan to execute its recovery. 

 

2014 Feb. 5  The Narragansett Thanksgiving and Holiday Food and Gift Drive 

provided food baskets for more than 125 families and gifts to more than 200 children. 

 

2014 Feb. 5  Town Manager Nolan and Finance Director Laura Kenyon are working 

diligently to fully fund the ARC (annual required contribution to the pension fund) at 

$5.6 million.  

 

2014 Feb. 7  The Narragansett Theater at the Pier, after a six year closing, is now a 

banquet space with two ballrooms and a theater for both movies and live performances. 

 

2014 Feb. 14  Sophomore Will Doyle scored 28 pts. and Junior brother Dan scored 30 

points in a 74-63 triumph over Exeter-West Greenwich. 

 

2014 Feb. 14  Professional photographers recently published “Galilee—Photographs of 

Galilee, Rhode Island, an iBook of photos taken during a winter stay in Galilee.”  Visit 

https://itunes/apple/com/us/book/galilee/id7936149663mt-11. 

 

2014 Feb. 19  Joni Lonczak will be inducted into the Special Olympics of RI Hall of 

Fame for her 30 years of coaching everything from volleyball to roller-skating to 

bowling. 

 

2014 Feb. 21  Leia Mistowski won the state title in the weight throw.  Also, Carly 

Timpson won in the high jump. 

 

2014 Feb. 21  Firefighter First Class Aubrie Blanchette was sworn in and she is the first 

female firefighter in the history of the NFD. 

 

2014 Feb. 26  Suzanne and Terry Murray donated $50,000 to the Narragansett 

Community Athletic complex and promised an additional $50,000 if 500 Narragansett 

residents make a donation of $500 or more to the project. 

 

2014 March 5  For the second straight season Mike Gallagher went undefeated in the 

regular wrestling season.  For the second straight season he pummeled the competition on 

https://itunes/apple/com/us/book/galilee/id7936149663mt-11
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his way to a Div. II sectional title.  And for the second straight season he defeated a Div. 

1 opponent in the 182-final beating Hunter Boesch 15 to 5. 

 

2014 March 12  Narragansett Elem School started its new Grab-N-Go Breakfast 

Program at a cost of $1.25 a student for self-pay students and free or at a reduced rate for 

needier students. 

 

2014 March 14  The Towers will host Boston’s Schola Cantorum, a 16 voice 

renaissance church music group.   

 

2014 March 19  The NHS unified basketball team created a video “Spread the word to 

end the word retarded.”  The players’ coaches—Abby Hummel and Krystal Cagno - 

helped to prepare the video, which went viral. 

 

2014 March 19  The Narragansett Cheerleaders won their fifth consecutive Small 

School Championship. 

 

2014 March 21  Led by Brien Jennings, Narragansett Elem School library media 

specialist, the NES is on a digital literacy program and has formed a partnership with 

URI’s Harrington School of Communications and Media. 

 

2014 March 26  SK’s unified basketball team beat Narragansett’s unified team 34-30. 

 

2014 March 26  WWII Veteran, John O’Hara 93, addressed NHS’s Junior class. 

 

2014 April 9  Padma Venkatraman published her third novel A Time to Dance, which 

tells the tale of Veda—a young girl whose career in classical Indian dance seems 

promising until she loses her leg in a tragic accident. 

 

2014 April 9  “9 to 5:  The Musical” is NHS theater director Jimmy Calitri’s last after 

five years of service. 

 

2014 April 9  The Town Council unanimously approved a 25-year lease for South 

County Museum, with an option to renew for an additional 25 years. 

 

2014 April 11  The Narragansett School Committee solicited the Jamestown School 

Committee about the possibility of having Jamestown students attend NHS, rather than 

NKHS. 

 

2014 April 18  U.S. Senator Whitehouse presented Climate Hero Awards to 3 NHS 

students:  Kelly Gershkoff; Janelle Schartner; and Audry Whalen.  They produced a 

nationally recognized documentary on climate change and sea level rise entitled “Journey 

to Slow Sea Level Rise.” 
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2014 April 23  The Friends of the Narragansett Library presented a petition with more 

than 400 signatures requesting that the TC place a bond issue on the November ballot for 

a new library facility or an upgraded facility. 

 

2014 April 25  The planning board voted 4 to 1 to approve a minor commercial 

subdivision at 1141 Boston Neck Road, the former site of the Narragansett Driving 

Range. Cumberland Farms desires one of the lots. 

 

2014 May 2  Al Alba, Jr., received the John J Moran Award from RI Department of 

Corrections for his outstanding work as a GED instructor. 

 

2014 May 2  The planning board approves Iggy’s move from 1157 PJ Road to 1143 PJ 

Road.  This will lead to a new and much larger facility. 

 

2014 May 2  Town Council President James Callaghan announced he will be running 

for the RI Senate in November. 

 

2014 May 7  An out-of-control URI Block Party in Eastward Look highlighted a 

weekend on 21 noise complaints and 31 arrests.  The Town Council responded with 

increase in fines for behavioral disturbances. 

 

2014 May 16  Calla Reardon is back in school after a massive brain hemorrhage 

suffered on a school bus.  The driver, Alicia Conner, is credited with quick reactions that 

saved Calla. 

 

2014 May 21  The Narragansett Community Athletic Complex received a $400,000 

grant from RI DEM.  This makes just over $1 million in donations. 

 

2014 May 21  U.S. Senator Reed presented Mrs. Hope Walsh for her late husband 

Edward J. Walsh the Bronze Star Purple Heart.  Edward was a paratrooper in the 

renowned 101st Airborne Division—the “Screaming Eagles.” 

 

2014 May 28  Evan McGreen is a 2014 Brine National High School All-American and 

will represent the New England Region at the 2014 Brine National Lacrosse Classic. 

 

2014 May 28  Richard Fossa is named new NHS Athletic Director. 

 

2014 May 28  Michelle Rogers from Somerset, MA, has donated a kidney to Mike 

McDermott to save his life. 

 

2014 May 28  Bus driver Alicia Conner was honored during a school committee 

meeting for helping save Calla Reardon. 

 

2014 June 4  100 year old Irene Kenny received an Honorary Doctor of pedagogy from 

RIC.  She spent 22 years teaching at Narragansett Elem School and retired in1975. 

 



17-68 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

2014 June 4  The NHS Girls Softball Team won the Div. III championship for the 

second straight season.  The Team has a 35-0 record in that time period. 

 

2014 June 6  A proposal has been made with RI CRMC to increase aquaculture usage 

in Point Judith Pond from 3.25% to 3.73%.  A Harbour Island resident worried about 

high speed motor boats hitting the cages in the farm area. 

 

2014 June 6  Narragansett Parks & Recreation will run a “Boot Camp on the Beach,” a 

training program in which participants get a taste of fitness made fun, Cross Fit style. 

 

2014 June 11  Mott & Chase Sotheby’s International Realty will open a Narragansett 

office. 

 

2014 June 11  Some 120 Narragansett residents took a sunset cruise to raise funds to 

meet “The Murray Family Challenge.” 

 

2014 June 13  Toronto resident Todd Cameron will complete his 2300 km swim 

challenge at Narragansett Beach to raise awareness for shark preservation. 

 

2014 June 13  Pier Middle School’s Vanessa Miller won RI History Teacher of the 

Year Award. 

 

2014 June 18  The Town Council honored Laurence Bouchard, a town physician since 

1963. 

 

2014 June 20  NHS was ranked the number 1 high school in RI GoLocalProv. 

 

2014 June 25  James H. Reilly, III won the Capital Faithful Friar Award from the PC 

National Alumni Association. 

 

2014 June 24  After a 4-15 regular Little League season, the Narragansett Troopers won 

4 straight in the playoffs to win a championship. 

 

2014 July 4  Ninety-eight artists showcased their works at the Narragansett Fine Arts 

Festival, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Wakefield. 

 

2014 July 4  RI Governor Lincoln Chafee declared squid to be our official dinner starter 

and was present to cut the blue ribbon at the new Galilee boat ramp. 

 

2014 July 9  Narragansett received its share of $2.5 million in federal grants for 

Hurricane Sandy damages to historic property.  Funds were allocated to the Towers, 

Dunmere, Stone Lea, and Hazard Castle. 

 

2014 July 11  Christopher Clark from Narragansett was one of 5 URI Engineering 

students who received one of the three national FAA annual design competition.  The 
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URI students designed a five-pound $200 device called “The Wingman.” It serves to aid 

in avoiding wingtip collisions at airports. 

 

2014 July 16  Linda Carver, a Pharmacy Manager at Rite Aid, won the honorary Bowl 

of Hygeia award for outstanding community service, the same award her father, Norm 

Campbell won in 1970. 

 

2014 July 30  The USVA and Veteran Angler Charters, a CT NFP, were helped by a 

dozen RI fishing captains moored out of Galilee to provide 75 people some fun fishing. 

 

2014 Aug. 1  URI Oceanography professors, U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy 

Management, and RI CRMC will cooperate in a $200,000 study to evaluate offshore sand 

resources for coastal resilience and restoration planning. 

 

2014 Aug. 1  The RI State Properties Committee approved an easement to conserve 

approximately 45 acres of open space along Snuff Mill Road in North Kingstown.  This 

property rests in the Narrow River Watershed area and was purchased by a consortium of 

groups. 

 

2014 Aug. 6  URI Professor Larry Grebstein and Judy Van Wyk presented “Tides of 

Misfortune and Mayhem:  Treating Male Juvenile Delinquents” about Ocean Tides 

School.  This was a study of 12 years of data.  [As an aside, I am much impressed and 

very thankful for Ocean Tides School.] 

 

2014 Aug. 8  The Bonnet Shores Fire District Summer Day Camp at the Bonnet 

Community Center is celebrating its 80th year. 

 

2014 Aug. 13  Bill Harley, two-time Grammy award winner, will perform at the South 

County Museum.  Free and open to the public. 

 

2014 Aug. 15  VNS Home Health Services in Narragansett was one of the eight 

recipients of a grant from RI Dept of Health. 

 

2014 Aug. 20  The Narragansett Town Beach Sustainability Work Group heard URI 

Emeritus Professor Jon Boothroyd give an in-depth presentation on the history of glacial 

geology and climate changes and how they have impacted southern RI’s coastline. 

 

2014 Aug. 27  The Narrow River Salt Marsh in Narragansett will be featured during 

Coast Weeks a four week celebration that allows individuals to take part in expert-led 

tours of various water sources while getting a hands-on look at the issues affecting the RI 

coastline. 

 

2014 Sept. 5  In an effort to gain control of partying problems particularly in the area of 

Eastward Look, the Narragansett Town Council increased rental registration fees and 

hired a minimum housing officer. 
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2014 Sept. 12  Galilee Advisory Committee looks to revamp the fishing tournament. 

 

2014 Sept. 17  Negotiations with AFSCME Council 94 led to a savings of $42 million 

in pension and OPEB costs over the next 30 years. 

 

2014 Sept. 17  The Narragansett Fire Dept received $54,726 from FEMA to purchase 

safety equipment, specifically protective turnout gear and bailout systems. 

 

2014 Oct. 3  Pam Nolan, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, Dean Hoxie and Police Captain 

Scott Perrin met over 150 students at URI to discuss new ordinances and parking 

restrictions. 

 

2014 Oct 10  Two bond issues are on the ballot:  $2 million for jail renovations and 

$1.8 million for athletic fields.  In addition $1,149,000 has been raised for the fields. 

 

2014 Oct. 15  At Narrow River Preservation Association’s 44th annual meeting, Jason 

Considine, owner of Narrow River Kayaks, was awarded the W.E.R. LaFarge Memorial 

Friend of the River Award. 

 

2014 Oct. 24  Lawrence Builders will be featured on DIY Network’s “Raising House,” 

covering the construction of Steve and Pia Ricccitelli’s contemporary home in 

Narragansett. 

 

2014 Oct. 29  The Ad Hoc Committee on URI Student Rental Problems met at the 

Town hall with local landlords and property managers to further investigate solutions to 

the town-wide student rental issues. 

 

2014 Oct. 31  Athletic field fund raiser Dan Barry reported that 515 residents donated 

$500 for the Murray Family challenges of 500.  Terry and Suzanne Murray will 

contribute an additional $25,000 to their original donation of $50,000. 

 

2014 Nov. 5  Kendra Lolio wrote:  “Two years after Sandy, the CG House is better than 

ever.”  Renovations include a new lounge, kitchen, dining room and spectacular ocean 

views. 

 

2014 Nov. 5  The winners in the election for TC are:  Susan Cicilline-Buonanno; Ray 

Rinaldi; Chris Wilkens; Matt Mannix; and Patrick Murray.  Mark Gee beat James 

Callaghan for RI SEN 25. 

 

2014 Nov. 7  Ashley Richer will present her first book in a new children’s series 

“Tyler’s Tall Tales.”  Ryan Maguire was the illustrator.  The talk will be at the Loontjens 

Library. 

 

2014 Nov. 7  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is seeking public comment on developing a 

restoration strategy for the Narrow River Estuary. 
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2014  Nov. 7  Voters approved the bond issue for the athletic complex. 

 

2014 Nov. 12  The Point Judith Charities Tournament in honor of Royal Little raised 

$26,000 for its account at the RI Foundation for local charities. 

 

2014 Nov. 12  Former Patriot Tony Collins talked about his autobiography “Broken 

Road:  Timing my Mess into a Message” at NHS.  His career was shortened by drug 

abuse. 

 

2014 Nov. 19  John Oller published a book on Kate Chase Sprague “American Queen.”  

It featured the August 1879 world famous William Sprague/Roscoe Conkling shotgun 

escapade in the Pier. 

 

2014 Nov. 21  URI Coastal Resources Center was the site of the unveiling of the RI 

Shellfish Management Plan. 

 

2014 Nov. 21  Jamestown allowed eighth grade and high school students the option of 

attending NHS in the upcoming school year. 

 

2014 Nov. 21  Salt Pond Shopping Plaza was sold for $39.2 million to a subsidiary of 

Dividend Capital Diversified Property Fund, Inc. 

 

2014 Dec. 12  The First Lego League RI Robotics Qualifying Tournament will be held 

at the Narragansett Pier Middle School. 

 

2014 Dec. 19  Abigale McKenna scored her 1,000th  career point in Girls Basketball.  

Dan Doyle is just 25 pts. short of the mark in Boys Basketball. 

 

2014 Dec. 26  Captain Bill Palmer and Greg Pettys of Westerly produced “Last Voyage 

of the N 853” which sank the SS Black Point on the last day of WW II on May 5, 1945.  

The German sub was subsequently sunk, killing all 54 men aboard.  The documentary 

will be shown first on Dec. 28 on WSBE RI PBS. 

 

2015 

 

2015 Jan. 2  Gabby Risica from Sarah Lawrence Gryphons was the Skyline Conference 

Athlete of the Week in women’s swimming. In a meet against SUNY Purchase, she won 

the 50-yard freestyle, the 100-yard freestyle, and swam a leg of the women’s 200-yard 

medley relay.  

 

2015 Jan. 7  Richard Parker spoke about his book, “The Improbably Return of Coco 

Chanel” at the Loontjens Memorial Library. Richard served as Coco Chanel’s assistant in 

launching her perfume showroom in New York City. 

 

2015 Jan. 9  RI CRMC will oversee and manage habitat restoration and dredging on 

Narrow River to create a suitable environment for eelgrass habitats. 
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2015 Jan. 14  Local surfer/photographer Joe McGovern died in a freak surfing accident 

at Paradise Beach in Melbourne, FL. 

 

2015 Jan. 16  URI Graduate School of Oceanography (GSO) will exhibit at the 

Providence Boat Show a self-propelled robotic watercraft that can collect data on water 

temperatures, salinity, and much more. 

 

2015 Jan. 16  Town Manager Pam Nolan and Finance Director Laura Kenyon 

announced that the Narragansett Pension Plan is 60.6 percent funded and out of critical 

condition after $5 million was injected into the pension trust. 

 

2015 Jan. 21  A broken-hearted Martha Coneybear lamented the end of the Ocean Club 

Family Skating Center. 

 

2015 Jan. 23  Harris Chorney, chair of the Narragansett Finance Committee, urged that 

Nyhart (the contractor that reviews and makes recommendations regarding the Town’s 

pensions) do some review of OPEB (Other Post Employment Benefits) as it did for 

pensions.  

 

2015 Jan. 30  Seventh grade teacher Jennifer Brodeur is having her class collect 1 

million paper clips as a symbol of the many lives lost around the world due to genocide. 

 

2015 Feb. 20  Narragansett is a finalist in Coastal Living Magazine’s Happiest Seaside 

Towns in 2015. Narragansett is in the top ten. 

 

2015 Feb.25  The Narragansett Economic Development Committee (EDC) proposed a 

new homestead tax exemption (10%) as well as an elimination of the split tax rate 

(150%) for businesses. 

 

2015 Feb. 25  Carly Timpson won the RI Indoor Track Championship in the high jump.  

 

2015 March 4  Dawson Hodgson is the new Town Solicitor, replacing the long-term 

solicitor Mark McSally, who was thanked for his service. 

 

2015 March 4  A potential site for the new library is a 1.5 to 2-acre green area near the 

elementary school and the Community Center. 

 

2015 March 4  NHS had two state wresting champions – Alex Millen at 285 pounds 

and Cole McGill at 132 pounds. 

 

2015 March 4  Abby McKanna with 23 points and Chelsea Sahagian with 25 points led 

the NHS Girls Basketball team over Middletown 58 – 55 in the Div. II finals. This was 

NHS’s first year in Div. III after taking titles in Div. II in two of the prior three years. 
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2015 March 6  Vanessa Miller, an Enrichment teacher at the Pier Middle School, was 

chosen by the National History Day as a Behring Teacher Ambassador for 2015-2016.  

 

2015 March 6  NHS Principal Dan Warner felt that the pending agricultural program 

would draw students from other towns. 

 

2015 March 8  NHS sophomores Jessica McLeod and sisters Katelyn and Christine 

Goglia were third-place winners in the National C-Span Classroom Video Competition 

for their documentary “To Kill a Waterway.” Also, C-Span honored NHS sophomores 

Andrew Kitson, Joey Levesque, and Sam Reddington for their Honorable Mention 

documentary “The Effects if the Magnuson-Stevens Act on New England Fishermen.” 

 

2015 March 8  The Narragansett Finance Committee suggested a benefits committee to 

focus on OPEB. 

 

2015 March 18  NHS senior Jared Field hosted a unified basketball game last week as 

part of his senior project. 

 

2015 March 20  RI Representative Don Lally resigned his seat. Susan Cicilline – 

Buonanno and South Kingstown’s Carol Hogan McEntee will be candidates to replace 

Lally. 

 

2015 April 1  The Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust proposed that the URI 

Women’s Rowing Team use the old building near Middlebridge as a boat house for 

practices. 

 

2015 April 7  Luca Spinazzola with the University of Southern California picked up 3 

all-American certificates at the NCAA Division I Championships. 

 

2015 April 10  Nancy Brown published “Seasons of the Heart,” chronicling her journey 

through life from meeting her husband, Donn, and becoming a widow in 1992.  

 

2015 April 15  Legendary RI cartoonist Don Bousquet will be inducted into the RI 

heritage Hall of Fame. 

 

2015 May 1  The RI Resource Recovery Corporation holds its annual Eco-Depot at the 

North Pavilion. RI residents can bring poisonous waste, sharps, and other hazardous 

materials for proper disposal and recycling. (This is an ongoing program.) 

 

2015 May 1  For his senior project at NHS Mark Manocchia is raising money for 

INSIGHT, a non-profit that assists the visually impaired. He is producing a musical 

written by his mother Ellen – “Who Lives Forever.” 

 

2015 May 8  St. Peter’s By the Sea church will partner with Crazy Burger as part of its 

Mad Mondays initiative to help raise money for the church’s weekly food mission.  

 



17-74 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

2015 May 8  Carol Hogan-McEntee beat Susan Cicilline Buonanno 652 – 577 in the 

Democrat primary to replace RI Representative Lally. 

 

2015 May 8  NHS senior Alex Millen is a RI Interscholastic League Student Athlete of 

the Year for his wresting successes. Alex also participated in football, lacross, and track 

and field.  

 

2015 May 8  Allyson Miller did an excellent job on “URI’s Inner Space Center” which 

shows the thrill of discovery. (You can visit this site, which shows and supports live 

ocean exploration, at www.innerspacecenter.org.) 

 

2015 May 20  The new cabanas at the North Pavilion have been completed. 

 

2015 May 20  Residents of Colonel John Gardner Road in Bonnets Shorts complained 

bitterly about the increase in their property valuations by Vision Appraisal. 

 

2015 May 22  Directed by NHS science teacher Eric Zabel and NHS students (Will 

Lurgio, Nick St. Laurent, Mary Schiffer, Jacob Ragozzino, and Matt Kenyon) took first 

place in the RI outdoor environmental Competition and will compete in the nationals in 

Missouri. 

 

2015 June 3  Narragansett High School’s Girls Lacrosse team won their second state 

title in Div. II. They were 13 – 0 in league play and beat Mt. Hope 14 to 10.  

 

2015 June 5  The Narragansett Historical Society will host a walking tour of Hazard 

Castle, Druidsdream, the gardens, and Gibson Avenue/Earles Court.  

 

2015 June 10  The Narragansett Community Athletic Complex received 3 bids and all 

were over the $3.2 million budget. 

 

2015 June 19  The Break Hotel is officially open today. 

 

2015 June 26  Cindy Follett Guldemond is holding a book signing for “Down the Point 

– Fishing Stories from Point Judith.” Her first book was “Salt of the Sea” published in 

2012. 

 

2015 July 1  The Narragansett Community Athletic Complex Building Committee 

voted 7 to 0 to award the bid to Bentley Builders at $3.33 million. The completion date is 

extended to March 30, 2016. 

 

2015 July 3  The Dunes Club is officially listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places as an example of local history and early 20th century beach club architecture. 

 

2015 July 3  Narragansett ranked fourth in Coastal Living Magazine’s Happiest Seaside 

Towns 2015.  

 

http://www.innerspacecenter.org/
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2015 July 10  Town officials are holding talks with National Grid and RIDOT to 

develop landscaping plans for the state salt storage shed and the proposed Deepwater 

Wind electrical substation at the Dillon Rotary by Route 108. 

 

2015 July 15  Local legend Ted Wright, 84, has passed away, after many years of 

service and dedication to Narragansett.  

 

2015 July 15  An explosion took place at the Salty Brine State Beach. 

 

2015 July 15  The Fire Department received a federal grant for $770,000 from FEMA’s 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. Some of the funds will go to a new fire ladder 

truck. 

 

2015 July 17  A 14-year-old girl from MA drowned near Hazard Rocks while spear 

fishing with her father in heavy surf. 

 

2015 July 22  Mike DiCicco was appointed Director of Public Works. 

 

2015 July 22  The Eighth Annual Pettaquamscutt Paddle features a guided 2.5-hour 

tour of the local Narrow River.  

 

2015 July 22  The Town Council is considering adding new signage at the Hazard 

Rocks area to indicate a danger zone for recreational activity. 

 

2015 July 24  The Narragansett Planning Board approved a five-lot minor subdivision 

near Hazard Castle on Ocean Road. Three lots were for three new homes; one donated to 

Middlebridge School and the last purchased by Middlebridge School.  

 

2015 July 26  Former Narragansett resident Mary Pierce will be at Gazebo Park with 

songs from her current albums for the Summer Concert Series.  Her specialty is Celtic 

Folk music. 

 

2015 July 29  The cause of the explosion at the Salty Brine Beach (as reported in the 

July 15 NT) was likely due to hydrogen combustion in the sand, due to the corrosion of a 

copper cable used by the Coast Guard.  

 

2015 July 31  The Towers will turn 130 years old with a celebration featuring food and 

entertainment both inside and outside. 

 

2015 Aug. 5  The Narragansett Fire Department was granted $84,000 for a rescue boat 

and operator training from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

 

2015 Aug. 5  Reverend Craig R. Swan is the new Rector at St. Peter’s By the Sea. 

 

2015 Aug. 7  The “Dillon Rotary” is formally renamed the “Charles ‘Ted’ Wright 

Rotary” with a nice ceremony at the rotary grass. 
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2015 Aug. 19  The Nature Conservancy acquired 16.1 acres of forested property in 

North Kingstown. This will help protect the water quality of Narrow River. 

 

2015 Aug. 28  Brother James Martino, FSC, replaced Brother Brendan Gerrity as the 

President of Ocean Tides School.  

 

2015 Sept. 4  Narragansett’s bond rating has been upgraded to AA+ from AA by 

Standard & Poor’s.  

 

2015 Sept. 9  Cumberland Farms on Boston Neck Road is officially opened. A donation 

will be made to the Quest Montessori School. 

 

2015 Sept. 11  The Dutch Island Lighthouse Society will place a plaque at the historic 

lighthouse to honor the late Dr. Peter Randal, “Eternal Keeper of the Light.” [I believe 

that Dutch Island should be included in planning for the Town of Narragansett.] 

 

2015 Sept. 16  “Gansett Days” will take place Sept. 18 – Sept. 20. 

 

2015 Sept. 18  A “Calamari Chef Contest” at the Coast Guard House celebrated 

calamari becoming the official appetizer of the Ocean State.  

 

2015 Sept. 23  One hundred and twenty Bonnet Shores residents of Colonel John 

Gardner Road and Dunes Road have officially filed a class action lawsuit for unfair 

property valuations. 

 

2015 Sept. 23  The Narragansett Town Council and Representative Teresa Tanzi are 

working with RIDOT and with National Grid on plans for vegetation to make the salt 

shed less visible. 

 

2015 Sept. 30  The old Belmont Market in the Pier Marketplace is now an option for 

the future library site for Narragansett.  

 

2015 Oct. 2  The annual “Battle of the Beach,” an Eastern Surfing Association 

competition, drew a record number of surfers at the Narragansett Town Beach. 

 

2015 Oct. 7  The “Dillon Rotary” was rededicated, officially, as the “Charles ‘Ted” 

Wright Rotary.” 

 

2015 Oct. 7  Jon Boothroyd, URI Professor Emeritus of Geology, joined Richard 

Vangermeersch and Rob Hollis in providing a presentation on the 200th Anniversary of 

the Gale of 1815. This was an event held as part of “Gansett Days.” 

 

2015 Oct. 9  The Conservation Commission/Tree Society expressed concerns about the 

historic beech and other trees on the site of the Hazard Ave. proposed five-lot 

subdivision.  
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2015 Oct. 14  Bill Bivona of the Narragansett Conservation Commission wrote a ten-

year history of the walking trails at Canonchet Farms. 

 

2015 Oct. 14  The Camp Cronin fishing area will get Phase two of stone revetment 

badly damaged by Hurricane Sandy. RI DEM and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will 

oversee the work. 

 

2015 Oct. 21  The Town Council votes in favor of expanded hours of operation and live 

entertainment for the Break Hotel. 

 

2015 Oct. 23  The Town Council approved a change order for the Narragansett 

Community Athletic Complex for $314,171 for: 

▪  $40,171 for RI DEM drainage changes; 

▪ $249,000 for athletic lighting; 

▪ $10,000 for sand catchers; 

▪ $1,000 for sewer concrete encasement; and 

▪ $14,000 for bond costs.  

The funding will come from school funds. 

 

2015 Oct. 30  The Sixth Annual Native American Arts Festival at the Towers will 

include traditional foods, storytelling, and musical performances, as well as a wide 

variety of artisans. 

 

2015 Oct. 30  The Narragansett Fire Dept. raised $6,800 for the Muscular Dystrophy 

Association with the annual “Fill the Boot” campaign. 

 

2015 Nov. 11  St. Veronica’s Chapel has four new stained glass windows – Pope John 

Paul II; Mother Teresa; Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati; and Saint Gianna Beretta Molla. 

 

2015 Nov. 13  William Corson completed his Eagle Scout project building a roof over 

the dugout at Christofaro Park. 

 

2015 Nov. 13  Three of the four robotics teams from Narragansett Pier School will 

advance to the RI State Robotics Championships.  

 

2015 Nov. 18  The Village Inn is now Aqua Blue. 

 

2015 Nov. 20  Marc Levitt’s new documentary “Woven in Time: The Narragansett Salt 

Pond Preserve” looks at the nearly 30-year battle between property rights and archeology. 

(I strongly urge everyone to view this magnificently done documentary.) 

 

2015 Nov. 20  The Economic Development Committee endorsed the 100% homestead 

and single rate for individuals and businesses. 
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2015 Nov. 20  Narragansett finished in the top ten of all RI schools in PARCC 

(Partnership for Assessment of Reading for College and Careers). 

 

2015 Nov. 27  Catherine Hewitt wrote: “Kids Always Number One with David 

Correira.” He is retiring after 20 years as Supervisor of Transportation and Grounds for 

Narragansett Schools. 

 

2015 Dec. 2  John A. Knaus died at age 90. Throughout his long and productive career 

John was a true statesman for the oceans and marine science. 

 

2015 Dec. 9  Police Chief Dean Hoxsie left the NPD to be RI DEM’s Chief of its Local 

Enforcement Division. 

 

2015 Dec 11  RIDOT presented seven options for the bike path. The Town Council 

favored the “Brady Route” and the “Town’s Off Road Bike Path Route.” 

 

2015 Dec 23  NHS was selected for the College Board’s Sixth Annual Advanced 

Placement (AP) Honor Roll. NHS has an increasing focus on AP students and classes. 

 

2015 Dec 23  The Narragansett School District is partnering with the Highlander 

Institute’s Fuse RI Program for blended learning methods in the classroom. 

 

2015 Dec 23  Mike DeLuca was chosen as the American Planning Association of RI 

Chapter’s Planner of the Year. 

 

2015 Dec 25  Federal and state officials celebrated the rejuvenation to the primary 

working pier for large vessels. 

 

2015 Dec. 30  Sean Corrigan was chosen to be Narragansett’s Interim Police Chief. 

 

2016 

 

2016 Jan. 1  Income-limited single-family homeowners will be able to fund a large 

variety of repairs from a federal grant. 

 

2016 Jan. 8  Narragansett will lease to URI a plot of land at 95 Middlebridge Road for 

the URI women’s rowing team to practice for the 2016 fall season. 

 

2016 Jan. 15  The RI Sea Grant sponsored Sarah Schumann’s book “Rhode Island’s 

Shellfish Heritage An Ecological History,” which is free at URI GSO. 

 

2016 Jan. 20  At an Economic Development Committee meeting Corey and Betsy 

Sullivan proposed a Narragansett Trolley for the summer. 
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2016 Jan. 22  Narragansett sixth grade team “Sunny Composting Adventure Team” 

received the Innovation and Design award for their robot at the 2016 first Lego League 

State Championship.  

 

2016 Jan. 27  Town Manager Pam Nolan died. 

 

2016 Feb. 3  Jeff Ceasrine is the acting town manager. 

 

2016 Feb. 3  Pier Middle School’s boys basketball team won the Southern Division, 

being undefeated. 

 

2016 Feb. 5  Scarborough Beach is being fitted for the new underwater cable between 

Block Island and Narragansett.  

 

2016 Feb. 10  Betty Cotter wrote “An Easy Hike (in Canonchet Farm) with Gorgeous 

Views in Narragansett (in the Snow).”  

 

2016 Feb. 12  The recent Towers roof construction will be detailed in a lengthy case 

study published by the Cedar Shake and Shingle Bureau. 

 

2016 Feb. 17  The New Iggy’s is open for business.  

 

2016 Feb. 19  The Narragansett Surfcasters held their tenth annual “Surf Day –New and 

Used Tackle Sale.”  

 

2016 Feb. 21  U.S. NOAA granted $705,000 to support local fishermen. 

 

2016 Feb. 26  Carly Timpson at William & Mary is the Co-Most Outstanding Field 

Performer at the Metro Atlanta Athletic Conference Indoor Track Championship at The 

Armory in NYC. 

 

2016 Feb. 26  RI Representative Carol Hagan McEntee presented a $24,990 legislative 

grant to be used to conduct an environmental impact study of dredging Narrow River. 

 

2016 Feb. 26  Future Farmers of America national officers Kevin Keith and Abbey 

Gretsch spoke at NHS relaying a number of inspirational stories to students. NHS is 

ready to open its large greenhouse.  

 

2016 March 2  Led by Jack Clancey, NHS boys basketball team beat Westerly, 65-54 to 

win the Division II title match. Also, the Pier Middle School beat Barrington 43-41 to 

capture the RI PCOA title.   

 

2016 March 4  Troop 1 Narragansett Boy Scouts celebrated its centennial. Michael 

Millen Jr. lists listed some of its members over the past 100 years. 

 

https://canonchet.org/documents/Canonchet%20Trail%20Narr%20Times%202016_02_10.pdf
https://canonchet.org/documents/Canonchet%20Trail%20Narr%20Times%202016_02_10.pdf
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2016 March 4  Narragansett updates its emergency notification system so that residents 

can receive alerts via social media. 

 

2016 March 9  David Carbone received the Krane Black Belt Hall of Fame Lifetime 

Achievement Award. 

 

2016 March 16  NHS English teacher Agnes Pelopida defended her doctoral 

dissertation at JWU on self-efficacy and writing. 

 

2016 March 23  The Narragansett Town Council voted 5 – 0 to restrict any more than 4 

unrelated tenants living in a house together. 

 

2016 March 25  Don Churnick and Richard Vangermeersch will donate each’s 

Narragansett memorabilia to the Narragansett Historical Society at an event at the 

Towers. 

 

2016 April 6  The summer trolley comes to Narragansett. 

 

2016 April 8  Phil Cozzolino wrote: “NES’s Jennings Encouraging Curiosity Among 

Students.” Brien has been the librarian and media specialist at NES for 14 years. He had 

worked for ABC-6 and New England Cable. 

 

2016 April 8  The Friends of Canonchet Farm teamed up with Beth LaLibert’s URI 

Geology 210 class to use GPS mapping software to plot various glacial structures along 

the “Jon Boothroyd Geology Trail.” 

 

2016 April 8  The Narragansett Town Council voted 4 – 1 to request RI to put the 

library bond on the November ballot. 

 

2016 April 22  Five students from the Narragansett Pier School earned a spot at the 

National History Day competition at the University of Maryland. 

 

2016 May 4  The RI Resource Recovery Corp., in conjunction with Narragansett DPW, 

will host a special collection of household hazardous waste, electronic waste, and 

Styrofoam. This Eco-Depot event will take place in the parking lot of the Town Beach.  

 

2016 May 4  The Narragansett Water Pollution Corp. will give its “Gold Award” to the 

staff of the Scarborough sewer treatment plan.  

 

2016 May 4  The Narragansett tax rate increase is lowered to 1.4%. 

 

2016 May 11  Run by The RI Lions Club for Adoption RI, 621 participants separated 

into roped-off boxes of 50, flailing around to create a sand angel. The imprint total was 

621, beating the world record of 352.  
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2016 May 13  Brien Jennings, librarian of NES, and URI’s Yonty Friesen presented 

their program in digital literacy to the conference of New England Educational Research 

Org. in Portsmouth, NH. 

 

2016 May 13  Narragansett HS music students traveled to NYC for a 3 day tour 

culminating in a music festival performance at Six Flags Great Adventure in NJ. They 

won all categories in their division. Dan Healey is NHS band director. 

 

2016 May 13  There was a ribbon cutting event for the summer trolley.  

 

2016 May 25  A $1.2 million contract for the NHS agri-science center was awarded to 

Tower Construction Corp. This center is the next step in broadening the growing agri-

science program. 

 

2016 June 1  The Narragansett Fire Department completed an online training course to 

prepare them for natural gas-related fires or emergencies. 

 

2016 June 1  The NPS took home the top prize at the RI School Breakfast Recipe 

Challenge with their “Lucky Green Smoothie.”  

 

2016 June 3  Troop 1 Narragansett Boy Scouts will host a celebration of its centennial 

on June 22. 

 

2016 June 3  Governor Raimondo, RI Commissioner of Education Ken Wagner, and 

Kathy Sipala hosted a community conversation on education at the NHS library. 

 

2016 June 3  A 64-year-old North Providence man, James Vota, drowned off Hazard 

Rocks. 

 

2016 June 3  URI GSO and Narragansett tribal representatives will leave for a 4-day 

expedition to study submerged Native American cultural sites in RI Sound.  

 

2016 June 8  The Narragansett Town Council voted 3 (Murray, Wilkens, and Ranaldi) 

to 1 (Cicilline-Buonanno) to adopt a single rate tax system.  

 

2016 June 17  After 10 years of service, school superintendent Kathy Sipala retired.  

 

2016 June 22  A petition with more than 50 signatures required another public hearing 

before the single tax rate becomes law. 

 

2016 June 24  Narragansett native Adam Carbone will play the lead role in “Randy’s 

Canvas,” a movie that is being made with the Autism Project, which will receive all of 

the proceeds. 

 

2016 June 24  The RI General Assembly passes the library bond issue. It also passed 

the inventory tax exemption for Narragansett businesses of the first $35,000 of valuation. 
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2016 June 29  The tenth annual wresting Battle on the Beach was held. 

 

2016 July 8  Governor Raimondo took the day to tour several businesses in 

Narragansett. 

 

2016 July 8  “Narragansett Town Beach IPA” will be sold in stores locally and 

throughout the country starting this summer. 

 

2016 July 13  The New eight-lane track at NHS was officially opened. 

 

2016 July 20  Jim Manni was appointed Narragansett Town Manager unanimously. 

 

2016 July 20  Kinney Bungalow and Sunset Farm will be featured in an upcoming 

episode of the PBS television program “Harvesting Rhode Island.”  

 

2016 July 22  Each student in grades 4 through 11 will have a laptop. 

 

2016 Aug. 3  Matt Pelletier won his third Blessing of the Fleet race, finishing a full 

minute and 11 seconds ahead of the next finisher. 

 

2016 Aug. 5  Local design artist Libby Slader was re-elected Chair of the RI State 

Council on the Arts. She said “If you have a country with no art you have a country with 

no soul.”  

 

2016 Aug. 12  The Town Council removed “mixed use zoning” from the 

Comprehensive plan, as opposition from residents led to the decision to strike new zoning 

for Boon Street. 

 

2016 Aug. 19  Property owners with historic cemeteries will be given a tax abatement 

and reimbursed maintenance costs for these cemeteries. Evelyn Wheeler was the prime 

proponent of this ordinance. 

 

2016 Aug. 19  Narragansett and South Kingstown will partner in a senior council. 

 

2016 Aug. 19  RI Representative Tanzi delivered a $2,500 legislative grant to the 

Friends of Canonchet Farm to fund educational walks and programs like the production 

of a flyer and teachers’ guide for the new geology trail. 

 

2016 Aug. 24  URI GSO research vessel “Endeavor” celebrates 40 years in operation. 

 

2016 Aug. 26  Michael Convery, retired Coventry Superintendent, will become the 

Narragansett curriculum director.  

 

2016 Sept. 2  RI Sea Grant web-based app is launched. It is simple to operate as one 

fills in the blanks of the sentence “I want to ____ in _______.” 
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2016 Sept. 7  School Superintendent Sipala felt that “Our students can and should be 

performing in the RI Dept. of Education’s PARCC test.”  

 

2016 Sept. 9  Narrow River Preservation Association (NRPA) hosts the biannual “What 

Lives in the River” at the Middlebridge Marina as a part of “Gansett Days.”  

 

2016 Sept. 9  NHS boys soccer was the first event in the lit and revamped Zepp Field. 

 

2016 Sept. 14  The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce hosted the second annual RI 

Calamari Festival at Veterans Park. 

 

2016 Sept. 14  NHS football played its first game at the renovated Zepp Field but lost 

to Cranston East in overtime. 

 

2016 Sept. 16  Ginny and Joe Paul competed in the 2016 Senior Olympics in 

Woodbridge, NJ. Joe won the gold medal and Ginny the silver medal in their age groups 

in miniature golf at one of the most difficult courses on the east coast.  

 

2016 Sept. 21  Dr. Peter Cummings is the new Superintendent of Schools. 

 

2016 Sept. 23  Betty Cotter wrote “Black Point is and Early Fall Hiker’s Delight.” [I 

agree. It is a wonderful walk.]  

 

2016 Oct. 14  Marc Seifer, the author of “Wizard: A Biography of Nikola Tesla,” will 

appear on PBS’s “American Experience” on Oct. 18. 

 

2016 Oct. 14  The Narragansett Community Center is now the drop-off site for Project 

Linus – a nationwide initiative seeking to provide blankets to seriously ill children.  

 

2016 Oct. 19  Narragansett Town Council members Murray, Ranaldi, and Wilkens 

voted for a single-tier tax system. Buonanno voted no and Mannix was absent and later 

voted against the motion.  

 

2016 Oct. 21  Hurricane Nicola gives ESA tournament nice swells. The ocean water 

was almost 70 degrees with the air temperature almost 80 degrees. 

 

2016 Oct. 21  Phil Cozzolino wrote one more story on the fine work at the Ocean Tides 

School, which just dedicated an outdoor recreation center. This was the result of 

fundraising for the school’s 40th anniversary last year.  

 

2016 Oct. 26  The Narragansett Police Department seized 2.4 pounds of marijuana from 

a resident on Daytona Ave.  

 

https://www.ricentral.com/arts_entertainment/black-point-is-an-early-fall-hiker-s-delight/article_1bf10db8-80f1-11e6-ad8c-0b2eda7643d9.html
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2016 Oct. 28  URI History Professor Bill Metz, who was very instrumental in bringing 

the South County Museum to Narragansett, will be posthumously inducted into the RI 

Heritage Hall of Fame.  

 

2016 Nov. 2  Arturo Joe’s celebrates its 20-year anniversary. 

 

2016 Nov. 4  Third graders at NES took a walking history tour of Narragansett and 

were treated to lunch at PJ’s Pub.  

 

2016 Nov. 9  Narrow River Preservation Association (NRPA) honored David Smith 

with the 2016 “Friends of the River” award. 

 

2016 Nov. 11  Newcomers Jill Lawler and Mike Moretti joined incumbents Cicilline-

Buonanno, Mannix and Murray on the Town Council. 

 

2016 Nov. 11  Athletic Director and long-time football coach Dick Fossa is inducted 

into the RI Gridiron Hall of Fame.  

 

2016 Nov. 16  The library bond passed a little more than 2 to 1. The library plans to 

work with the state to ensure that some (between 40 and 50%) of the expenditures will be 

reimbursed back to the town.  

 

2016 Nov. 16  Loren Barham, the founder and designer of Loren Jewelry, has some of 

her creations picked up by nearly 120 Nordstrom stores.  

 

2016 Nov. 16  Mark Decof was named a top 10 “Super Lawyer” by the magazine 

“Super Lawyers.”  

 

2016 Nov. 23  The Narrow River dredging project is underway. This initiative focuses 

on 30 acres of marsh and aims to enhance wildlife habitat while combatting the looming 

threat of sea level rise. 

 

2016 Nov. 25  The Zoning Board approved expansions of both the Middlebridge 

School and the Quest Montessori School. 

 

2016 Nov. 25  RIDOT has substantially completed the Great Island Bridge both early 

and under budget.  

 

2016 Nov. 30  The Narragansett Town Council voted 4 – 1 to having residencey 

required to serve on the Planning Board, the Zoning Board, and the Review and Pension 

Board.  

 

2016 Nov. 30  Al and Gerrie Verrecchia are RI Hospital’s 2016 Individual Champions 

for their combined contributions and deep commitment.  
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2016 Dec. 1  The Town Council voted 3 (Mannix, Lawler, Moretti) to 2 (Murray, 

Cicilline-Buonanno) to dissolve the Narragansett EDC during a tumultuous Town 

Council meeting.  

 

2016 Dec. 9  The Casino Courtyard received the 2016 “Outstanding Public Space 

Award” from the American Planning Association.  

 

2016 Dec. 14  The iconic “Shack on Sedge Island” in Narrow River was torn down 

during the dredging process by U.S. Fish & Wildlife. The red shack was erected in the 

1930’s and had been deserted for at least 30 years.   

 

2016 Dec. 11  The Towers received a $125,000 Champlin Foundation grant and the 

Towers fund balance will almost match this amount to complete the final phase of 

renovation and restoration.  

 

2016 Dec. 14  Abbott Properties has opened a Narragansett office at 148 Boon Street 

with a Dec. 8 ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

 

2016 Dec. 16  Kristina Richards and her mother Nancy recently unveiled a line of 

pillows “Emory & Olive,” available at Kristina’s Newport store and online. The pillows 

are made from a rare fabric designed by NYC artist Hunt Slonem.  

 

2016 Dec. 16  RI Youth Theatre will present 2 NHS performances of “Elf the Musical, 

Jr.”  

 

2016 Dec. 21  St. Thomas More is helping a Syrian church in Aleppo (St. George). 

That church has taken in 850 Catholic children.  

 

2016 Dec. 23  The Narragansett Lions Club is hosting its fifth annual Christmas dinner 

at the Narragansett Community Center on Christmas day.  

 

2016 Dec. 28  RI Superior Court Justice Gallo reversed the decision of the Narragansett 

Zoning Commission on the Galilee Mission property at 70 Inez Street.  

 

2016 Dec. 30  Every year since 1987, Bob Shumate, owner of Pier Ice Plant, has 

created an ice sculpture as a tribute of the four numerals of the new year. One each is 

placed In Narragansett and Wakefield.  

 

2017 

 

2017 Jan. 4  Brien Jennings – Narragansett Elementary School library media 

specialist;Carol Prest, 4th Grade NES teacher; and Dr. Yonty Friesen of Central CT State 

University combined to write a 17-page chapter, “Let it Go: A Journey to Student-Driven 

Media Production” in the book “Advancing Next -Generation Teacher Education 

Through Digital Tools and Application.” 
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2017 Jan. 11  Town Council Vice President Mannix filed a motion to repeal the single 

tax rate. 

 

2017 Jan. 20  Karen Carlo Ruhren wrote about the teacher, owner, and artistic director 

of “The Studio,” Marilyn Smayda. Marilyn has inspired many middle-age dancers with 

her focus on ballet. 

 

2017 Jan. 25  The Narragansett High School Mariner Society of the National Honor 

Society held a collection drive to benefit Project Undercover. Over 1,000 diapers, socks 

and underwear were collected for RI children living in poverty. 

 

2017 Feb. 1  The dredging of the marsh riverbed between Middlebridge and Sprague 

Bridge is complete. U.S. Fish and Wildlife will then place 24,000 cubic yards of dredged 

sand on top of 30 acres of the marsh, elevating the wetland to combat rising sea levels. 

 

2017 Feb. 1  Narragansett High School’s boys’ basketball team suffered its first loss in 

more than a calendar year losing to undefeated Shea 75 – 68. 

 

2017 Feb. 3  An Anawan Cliffs property (145 Cliff Drive) sold for $2,750,000 – the 

highest selling price in the Anawan Cliffs/Bonnet Shores area in three years.  

 

2017 Feb. 3  The local U12 soccer team is the champion of the NK Winter Indoor 

League.  

 

2017 Feb. 8  By a 4-1 (Murray dissenting) vote, the new town council repealed the 

single tax rate. 

 

2017 Feb. 8  A new ladder truck purchased with federal funds will arrive on Feb. 10.  

 

2017 Feb. 8  NES library media specialist Brien Jennings and students from NES and 

NPS were selected to present their work in film at the 12th Northeast Media Literary 

Conference at Central CT State University.  

 

2017 Feb. 10  Town Solicitor Dawson Hodgson will not apply for a contract renewal. 

He was unhappy about his inability to choose an assistant solicitor while he dealt with 

family medical issues. 

2017 Feb. 17  For the second year in a row the Maury Loontjens Library is offering its 

VHS converter to the public to convert their tapes to DVDs. 

 

2017 Feb. 22  Jake Clark will play the role of Marquis Acaste in “The School for Lies” 

at the URI theater. The play is written by David Ives, adapted from Molière’s “The 

Misanthrope.” 

 

2017 Feb. 22  Pier Middle School girls’ basketball team is RI champs by beating Curtis 

Corner 21 – 15. 
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2017 March 1  There was strong and negative public reaction to the presentation by a 

representative of the pro side of marijuana legalization. 

 

2017 March 1  The Homestead Exemption passed its second reading 4 to 1. 

 

2017 March 8  The TC voted 4 to 1 to pass a resolution opposing state legalization of 

recreational marijuana.  

 

2017 March 10  Once a Narragansett resident and now in CA, Philip Rhyner is 

requesting donations to help him in his quest to discover what lies beneath the ocean’s 

vast surface. He is competing for the Shell Ocean Discovery XPRIZE contest. Philip, his 

wife Paz, and his brother Simon are one of 21 semifinalists competing for the $7,000,000 

prize. 

 

2017 March 13  C-SPAN announced that 3 NHS students (Mollie McGrady, Mollie 

Melnick, and Kelsey Urbach) won an honorable mention in the 2017 StudentCam 

competition.  

 

2017 March  22  Narragansett Elementary School students received first place in the 

MA State Odyssey of the Mind Tournament and are invited to participate in the World’s 

Tournament. 

 

2017 March 22  The Narragansett High School Girls’ volleyball team was nominated to 

be one of the three U.S. teams for the Superior Sportsmanship Awards by Varsity Brands. 

 

2017 April 5  J. Patrick (Paddy) O’Neil is the new town solicitor. 

 

2017 April 12  The second phase of the Narrow River restoration project was 

completed when construction was finished spreading dredged sand to low-elevation areas 

in the marsh. 

 

2017 April 21  RIAG Peter Kilmartin recognized Meagan Fitzgerald for her work with 

youth victims of abuse and neglect.  

 

2017 April 21  The Narragansett Pier Middle School band received a “superior” rating 

at the RI Musical Education Association’s Senior High School Choral Festival.  

 

2017 April 26  The RI Shellfish Initiative was launched at the URI Bay Campus to raise 

awareness of the value of shellfish resources. 

 

2017 May 3  The library supporters demand the TC purchase the former Belmont 

Building. 

 

2017 May 10  CoreMechanics, LLC received an RI Innovation Grant. The company is 

producing CoreForm, a wearable exercise device designed to prevent musculoskeletal 

injury. 
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2017 May 19  NHS placed fourth in RI in U.S. News 2017 “Best High School” 

rankings. 

 

2017 May 24  The Narragansett Summer Trolley Service is back for its second summer 

with new and improved service.  

 

2017 May 26  There are 10 new interpretive signs in seven locations in the Galilee area. 

Each sign represents a different aspect of Galilee.  

 

2017 May 31  Led by NES first grade teacher Susan Sabella, NES held a STEAM 

(Science and Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Math) night for first graders and 

their parents. 

 

2017 May 31  NHS Boys tennis team went undefeated in D-III and won the title for the 

second time in four years. 

 

2017 June 2  Narragansett is partnering with Raw Elements, a local organic sunscreen 

brand, to provide free sunscreen to beachgoers all summer long.  

 

2017 June 2  Kristin Hayes-Leite, a 16-year veteran at Narragansett High School, is RI 

Teacher of the Year. She is a social studies teacher. 

 

2017 June 7  Beltone NE hosts a beach Party Fundraiser at the Bonnet Shores Beach 

Club benefitting young adults with chronic illness who will attend a summer leadership 

camp.  

 

2017 June 7  Brenda Dillman, a science teacher at SKHS, led a group of her students in 

planting grass on the Narrow River salt marsh. 

 

2017 June 9  The summer season opens at the Towers with Steve Riley and the Mamou 

Playboys. 

 

2017 June 14  Jana Planka was recognized by the Kraft Family and the NE Patriots 

during the 2017 Myra Kraft Community MVP Awards. Jana volunteers with Mentor RI 

and received $5,000 for that charity. 

 

2017 June 31  NHS graduated 89 seniors at the Ryan Center. 

 

2017 June 21  Mark A. Perry of Westerly, a nationally recognized sculptor, will be 

exhibiting a number of his wood sculptures at the 2017 Narragansett Art Festival . 

 

2017 June 23  Brenda Owren manager of Narragansett’s Centreville Bank is the 

recipient of the 2017 Champion for Community Change award from the Washington 

County Coalition for Children.  
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2017 June 23  Ocean Tides graduated 11 and honored two alumni, Ken Zorabedian and 

Kevin O’Donnell. Ken owns and operates United Parking and Kevin owns and operates 

SRV, an Italian-themed restaurant in Boston’s south end. 

 

2017 July 5  Two NHS students, Benjamin Farman (1rst place) and  Samuel Day (2nd 

place) were honored by the RI Supreme Court for their performance in the 2017 Hon. 

Francis Darigan Law Day Essay Contest. 

 

2017 July 12  Grace Viola Blessing was first in the 9-10 year-olds division of Major 

League Baseball’s annual Pitch, Hit and Run event at Fenway Park. Livy Waranis 

finished second in the 13-14 year-olds group. 

 

2017 July 12  Susan Cicilline Buonanno will hold a birthday party fundraiser for the 

Narragansett Senior Center. The party is at Kinney Bungalow. 

 

2017 July 12  SafeWise, a home securities analysis bureau, ranked Narragansett as the 

28th best place to raise a child.  

 

2017 July 14  David Norton Stone and Christopher Scott Martin featured “Aunt 

Carries” in their book RI Clam Shacks.  

 

2017 July 14  Narragansett is to hold 3 public hearings on the proposed historic district 

expansion. 

 

2017 July 26  Christian Bourbonnais of Troop 1 Narragansett had his Eagle Scout 

Project – setting up a flag repository in SK and Narragansett, approved by the TC. 

 

2017 July 31  The Narragansett Police Department raided 720 Boston Neck Road and 

found 271 mature marijuana plants.  

 

2017 July 31  George Salter will be featured in the Wickford Art Association’s Juried 

Artist Member Invitational exhibit. 

 

2017 Aug. 2  Matt Mahar is the NSW athletic director at NHS.  

 

2017 Aug. 2  Children gathered at the Loontjens Library for “Pottermania.” 

 

2017 Aug. 4  Shaun Kirby wrote about his surfing start in “Learning How to Surf with 

Peter Pan.”  

 

2017 Aug. 4  Alison Fracassa, a mother and cancer survivor, will participate in the 

PAN-MASS challenge, a 170-mile bike race to benefit the Dana Farber Cancer Institute.  

 

2017 Aug. 9  Richard Vangermeersch has published “History of Narragansett, RI from 

1800 – 1999.” Richard also has an instant archive for this time period for 35 topics. A 
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printed version is available for $15 at the Narragansett Historical Society and is available 

at the NHS website.  

 

2017 Aug. 11  TC members Moretti, Cicilline-Buonanno, and Murray vote to tax 

businesses at 125% of the residential rate. This is a first reading of the ordinance.  

 

2017 Aug. 11  Phil Cozzolino wrote about Donald Cameron, who founded the 

Narragansett Arts Guild in 2014. To view his photography visit sandhillcovephoto.com 

 

2017 Aug. 11  The TC voted to restrict charter buses from picking up or dropping off 

passengers at Eastward Look. 

 

2017 Aug. 16  Rainer Lohmann, GSO professor, will lead scientists and outreach 

specialists in an $8 million project on chemical pollutants.  

 

2017 Aug. 18  Narragansett Municipal Court Judge John DeCubellis overturned the 

restriction of 4 unrelated tenants in a dwelling.  

 

2017 Aug. 30  The Narragansett Town Council votes 5-0 to appeal housing decision.  

 

2017 Aug. 30  Results in 2017 mark a significant improvement in the scores on the 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (CPARCC) Exam. 

 

2017 Sept. 1  RI Superior Court Justice Bennett R. Gallo ruled in favor of Narrow 

River Kayaks and rejected the challenge by The Kayak Centre for kayak rentals at 

Middlebridge. 

 

2017 Sept. 1  Phil Cozzolino wrote about Nancy Crawley and Christine Giordano in 

“Local Women Have Been Keeping Galilee Clean for Years.”  

 

2017 Sept. 1  The combined effort of the NPD, NFD, and the Coast Guard resulted in 

the rescue of two teenagers clinging to a boogie board roughly 100 yards off shore.  

 

2017 Sept. 01  The Third Annual Calamari Festival, sponsored by The Narragansett 

Chamber of Commerce, allows participants to sample and compare calamari from 11 

different restaurants.  

 

2017 Sept. 1  Middlebridge School science teacher Marjorie Stevens spent three nights 

and 2.5 days at sea on board the ocean research vessel Endeavor as part of the RI 

Teachers at Sea Program at URI GSO.  

 

2017 Sept. 6  Local fishermen, various fishing councils, and NOAA collaborated on a 

10-day voyage to study the flatfish populations and the various methods used to catch 

various species. 

 



17-91 

The Narragansett Historical Society    www.narragansetthistoricalsociety.com 

 

2017 Sept. 8  The TC will revisit the lowering of the business tax rate from 150% to 

125%.  

 

2017 Sept. 13  The Friends of Canonchet Farm will host an open house to discuss plans 

for a linear park at Lake Canonchet.  

 

2017 Sept. 13  The Narragansett Recreation Board is considering raising daily 

admission fees on the town beach from $8 to $10. 

 

2017 Sept. 13  U.S. Senators Reed and Whitehouse, along with Congressman Langevin, 

commemorated the completion of the $1.5 million project at the Scarborough wastewater 

facility. The project protects against increasing sea levels. 

 

2017 Sept. 15  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee held its first meeting.  

 

2017 Sept. 20  NPD Chief Corrigan says noise complaints have decreased.  

 

2017 Sept. 20  Five individuals were rescued by the NFD off the jetty on Camp Cronin. 

 

2017 Sept. 22  The Narragansett School District has a revamped website.  

 

2017 Sept. 27  A decennial evaluation by the NE Association of Schools and Colleges 

Commission on Public Schools (NEASC-CPS) led to the early and continued 

accreditation of NHS.  

 

2017 Oct. 4  Nearly 5,000 people filtered into St. Thomas More Parish on Sunday to 

behold the relics of St. Padre Pio. The Saint was born 130 years ago and canonized 15 

years ago. The tour of his relics matches up with the centennial of St. Thomas More.  

 

2017 Oct. 4  Governor Raimondo was in Galilee to announce her Real Jobs RI 

program. 

 

2017 Oct. 6  Joe Lennon-Tierney is the 2017 Take Steps RI Honored Hero for his work 

with Crohn’s Disease Team Gansett GI Joe has raised over $25,000 since 2008 and he 

and his family are sponsoring a fundraiser at the Mettatuxet Yacht Club. 

 

2017 Oct. 6  EPA scientist Stephen Hale has studied 128 years of survey samples of 

Narragansett Bay. He concluded that sewage treatment is paying off and that warming 

waters have caused uncertainty. 

 

2017 Oct. 11  Sidewalk construction is completed in Point Judith. The work included 

the leveling and removal of trip hazards from over 100 feet of sidewalk near the Block 

Island Ferry.  
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2017 Oct. 13  A celebration of the life for Kate Vivian, long time event coordinator of 

the Towers, was held at the Towers. [Kate was tremendously helpful to me with 

Narragansett 125 in 2013. THANKS AGAIN, Kate.] 

 

2017 Oct. 18  The TC voted 3 (Murray, Mannix, Lawler) to 2 (Moretti, Cicilline-

Buonanno) to reject the Belmont site for the new library. 

 

2017 Oct. 20  RIAG Kilmartin spoke at NHS on the dangers of texting and driving. 

 

2017 Oct. 20  Mark Davis is the new Narragansett Town Solicitor. [Mark was a student 

of mine and is a bright and thoughtful person.] 

 

2017 Oct. 20  Mike Reeder’s 43 years of service as a basketball official led to his 

induction into the RI Interscholastic League Hall of Fame.  

 

2017 Oct. 20  RI approved Narragansett’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

2017 Oct. 27  Gilbane proposed a new deal with Narragansett for the former Belmont 

site. This would no longer include the building being classified as a condominium. 

 

2017 Nov. 8  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers finished an $8.5 million repair project 

at Camp Cronin to repair the damage caused by “Superstorm Sandy.” 

 

2017 Nov. 10   Narragansett is taking steps to make dangerous places in rough seas 

safer by placing barriers and signage at high risk places like Hazard Rocks. 

 

2017 Nov. 10  St. Peter’s Community Market received the 2017 James M. Kelso Award 

from the Narragansett Chamber of Commerce.  

 

2017 Nov. 15  The Break Hotel is the eight best hotel in New England, according to 

“Condé Nast’s Traveler Magazine.” 

 

2017 Nov. 17  Dr. Veronica Berounsky received the Distinguished Service Award by 

the Coastal and Estuarine Research Foundation for her more than 30 years of research on 

coastal water bodies. 

 

2017 Nov. 22  The Narragansett PD was recognized with the “Outstanding 

Achievement in Traffic Safety Award” from AAA. The last pedestrian death in 

Narragansett occurred in 2008. 

 

2017 Nov. 24  The TC moved to make the town beach more resident-friendly over non-

residents.  

2017 Nov. 24  Narragansett received a $384,000 Department of Homeland Security 

Port Security grant for a 28-foot rescue boat.  

 

2017 Nov. 29  Business tax rate went from 150% of the residential tax rate to 140%. 
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2017 Dec. 1  NHS is partnering with URI to combat opioid abuse. Students from URI’s 

College of Pharmacy will meet with 9th grade students regularly to discuss health risks of 

opioid abuse. 

  

2017 Dec. 6  Two local brew companies – Narragansett Beer and Sons of Liberty – will 

create Lovecraft Hop-Flavored Whiskey. 

 

2017 Dec. 6  NHS is experiencing an influx of students from Jamestown. 

 

2017 Dec. 6  NHS Junior Lily Moskwa participated in the All-National Honor Chorus 

at Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando. 

 

2017 Dec. 8  Town Manager Manni praised Town engineer Ceasrine for the purchase 

of heating oil at 40 cents less per gallon than the average price.  

 

2017 Dec. 13  U.S. Senator Reed awarded Vietnam veteran Paul Harvey the Purple 

Heart Medal with one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster and the Silver Star Medal – the military’s 

highest personal declaration for valor in combat. 

 

2017 Dec. 13  RI DEM received $1.6 million for Port of Galilee upgrades.  

 

2017 Dec. 20  Negotiations with Council 94 and Local 1033 will save Narragansett 

$10.8 million in OPEB (other post-employment benefits) over a 30-year period. Manager 

Manni praised both unions.  

 

2017 Dec. 20  Narragansett finally hired David Dolce as a full-time tax assessor.  

 

2017 Dec. 22  The 2018-19 school calendar will cut the full week of February vacation 

to two days.  

 

2017 Dec. 22  URI fraternity Theta Chi hosted various fundraisers to benefit the 

Narragansett Senior Center.  

 

2017 Dec. 27  Beach security officers will take over duties formerly held by 

Community Service Officers (CSOs).  

 

2017 Dec. 27  A new group Concerned Citizens Organizing is opposing the proposal to 

demolish the Lighthouse Inn.  

 

2017 Dec. 27  George’s of Galilee is 70 years old. 

 

2018 

 

2018 Jan. 3  As part of a complete digital makeover, the Narragansett School System 

gets on Instagram (@NSS_K12). 
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2018 Jan. 3  Due to very cold weather and win chill the Narragansett Lions cancelled 

the annual Pier Plunge at the Town Beach.  

 

2018 Jan. 5  The Lions hosted its annual Christmas Dinner at the North Beach 

Clubhouse for the first time continuing the 25-year tradition of Ted and Barbara Wright.  

 

2018 Jan. 12  URI sociology students are collaborating with the Ocean Tides School to 

assist at-risk teens.  

 

2018 Jan. 24  The RI premiere of “Cuba’s Forgotten Jewels – A Haven in Havana” took 

place at Congregation Beth David. The 45-minute documentary is about Jewish 

immigrants fleeing to Havana to escape Hitler and the Nazis. 

 

2018 Jan. 31  The Narragansett Elementary School, as part of URI’s Cooperative 

Extension School Garden Initiative, will roll out a school garden in the spring.  

 

2018 Feb. 07  Two historic districts (Central St. and Narragansett Ave.) are added but 

four (Earles Court, Ocean Road, Boon St., and The Dunes Club area) are excluded by the 

Town Council. 

 

2018 Feb. 7  There was an overwhelming response for the all-day preschool. 

 

2018 Feb. 21  NHS senior Lucy Tao’s senior project organizing a shoe drive benefitting 

orphaned children in the Dominican Republic resulted in 620 pairs of shoes. Lucy was 

helped by the Saint Thomas More parish.  

 

2018 Feb. 28  For the second year in a row the NHS Boys Basketball Team won the 

Div. II championship beating East Greenwich 57 – 39. 

 

2018 March 2  The former Ocean Club Roller Rink is sold to Kelen LLC, the Kells 

family, current owners of the closely located Adventureland. 

 

2018 March 2  NHS students will help design new town banners. 

 

2018 March 7  NES library media specialist Brien Jennings introduced his four children 

books on “All About Media.”  

 

2018 March 7  In a 3 (Murray, Moretti, and Cicilline-Buonanno) to 2 (Lawler, Mannix) 

vote, the Town Council voted to purchase the Belmont Market and the second floor over 

the Pier Liquor Store, pending final negotiations. 

 

2018 March 9  Narragansett Pier Middle School participated in the 2018 National 

History Day competition. 
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2018 March 9  The Narragansett Harbor Management Commission unanimously voted 

to approve the Narragansett Galilee Advisory Committee’s opposition to demolishing the 

Lighthouse Inn.  

 

2018 March 16  Three NHS students – Anna Lubic, Morgan D’Ambra, and Lexie 

Regan, were honored by C-SPAN for their documentary short film “Hooked.” 

 

2018 March 21  Nancy Denuccio is stepping down after almost 20 years  of leadership 

as the executive director of the Narragansett Prevention Partnership. 

 

2018 March 21  Narragansett Ave. was added to the list of historic districts and the 

Central Street district was expanded. 

 

2018 March 28  Kathy Cartwright is the new executive director of the Narragansett 

Prevention Partnership. 

 

2018 March 28  NHS senior Lily Trodson and 28 others presented Dr. Suess’ “Oh, The 

Places You’ll Go!” to NES kindergarteners for her senior project with the help of NHS 

transition life skills teacher Krystal Gagnon. 

 

2018 March 28  The Narrow River Preservation Association is reviewing the 25 years 

of testing water quality in the watershed.  

 

2018 March 30  The Planning Board in a 3-2 vote denied the adaptive reuse of the 

former Presbyterian Church at 114 Boon Street on density issues despite the history 

component of the proposal. 

 

2018 April 4  The TC rejected 3-2 a motion for a new HVAC system for the Pier 

Middle School. 

 

2018 April 13  The Narragansett School Committee unanimously approved $736,774 

for an HVAC system upgrade at the Pier Middle School. 

 

2018 April 18  Narragansett High School is restructuring gits guidance department to 

provide better, more personal assistance to students and their families. 

 

2018 April 18  Town Manager Jim Manni budgeted fully funded Pension and OPEB 

liabilities.  

 

2018 April 25  Phil Cozzolino in “Analyzing the Cost of a New Library” provides a 

helpful look at this contentious topic.  

 

2018 April 30  Pet Supplies Plus – the largest U.S. pet supply retail franchise, moves to 

Salt Pond Plaza. 
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2018 April 30  Narragansett requested from RI CRMC that the state construct and 

maintain a 12-foot long extension to the William O’Neil Bike Path from Mumford Road 

to the Narragansett Community Center, looping behind the Narragansett Elementary 

School.  

 

2018 April 30  The Narragansett Fire Department requested $770,000 in overtime 

wages for FY 2019.  

 

2018 May 2  The Narragansett school system will add a second police officer. 

 

2018 May 4  Marc Seifer will be featured on the History channel on “The Tesla Files.”  

 

2018 May 4  Third graders handled crabs, eels, and other marine animals as a part of 

the Save the Bay’s “Bay Classroom Experience.” 

 

2018 May 4  Barbara Mariconda coauthored with Father Tom Lynch “After the 

Diagnoses… A Guide to Living.”  

 

2018 May 9  Dennis Lynch is chairman of the South County Hospital’s board. 

 

2018 May 11  Leia Mistowski is co-Most Outstanding Field Performer at the Colonial 

Athletic Association’s Outdoor Track Championship. 

 

2018 May 11  Adele Loar, one of three U.S. veterans and the only woman – will be 

joining three male UK veterans in the “Walk of America.” Adele will represent U.S. 

wounded servicemen and servicewomen. 

 

2018 May 16  Ashley Richer held complimentary photo sessions for children affected 

by cancer and other rare diseases. 

 

2018 May 25  An easement owned by National Grid is a hurdle for the extension of the 

O’Neill bike path. 

 

2018 May 25  The Friends of Galilee is hosting its first fundraiser to save the 

Lighthouse Inn at George’s on June 1.  

 

2018 May 30  A four-week apprenticeship program in fishing is a collaboration 

between the Commercial Fisheries Center of RI and URI. The program is fully funded by 

Real Jobs RI.  

 

2018 June 6  The TC voted 3 (Murray, Moretti, Cicilline-Buonanno) to 2 (Lawler, 

Mannix) to build a new library in the Pier Marketplace.  

 

2018 June 6  NRPA will hold “Art on the River’ on August 4th.  
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2018 June 20  The Narragansett Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee has 43 

recommendations to improve safety. 

 

2018 June 22  The Narragansett Historical Society is sponsoring a tour of Druidsdream. 

Since it is for sale this could be a last chance for public visitation.  

 

2018 June 22  Narragansett voluntarily dismissed its “four unrelated’ appeal at the RI 

Superior Court.  

 

2018 June 29  Mike Moretti will not seek reelection to the Town Council. 

 

2018 June 29  Donna Rodgers wrote “Remembering the Hurricane of ’38 Years Later” 

as a preparation for the September 21 lecture on that topic sponsored by The Narragansett 

Historical Society.  

 

2018 June 29  NYC children’s book author Elly McGuire presented “Schmitty From 

the City” with meteorologist Ron Trotta at the Loontjens Library.  

 

2018 July 25  NPS students can use Google Expeditions to explore famous landmarks 

and cities at destinations across the planet using reality headsets. 

 

2018 July 25  The Narragansett Fire Department received a $218,096 federal grant for 

new equipment and water rescue training.  

 

2018 July 27  Two candidates (Suzanne Wright and Seely Gerraughty) for the Town 

Council failed to obtain 50 signatures on each of their nominating papers, leaving 7 

candidates remaining.  

 

2018 July 27  Andy Tabachini received three medals in power lifting at the 2018 

special Olympics in Seattle.  

 

2018 July 27  Phil Cozzolino wrote “Local Groups ask the Important Questions” which 

listed these groups: the Narragansett Pier Residents Association; Eastward Look Property 

Association; the Village at Point Judith Association; the Mettatuxet Improvement 

Association; Briggs Farm Improvement Association; the Pettaquamscutt Lake Shores 

Improvement Association; and the Edgewater Homeowners Association.  

 

2018 Aug. 15  The Narragansett Lions are RI Connie Mack baseball champs with a 

two-game sweep of the Cranston Bulldogs. 

 

2018 Aug. 17  Narragansett Elementary School librarian and media specialist Brien 

Jennings traveled to Taos, NM to train teachers in media production and construction as 

part of Northern New Mexico Initiative the Taos Pueblo Reservation. 

 

2018 Sept. 12  SUEZ announced that the biol water advisory is lifted after eight days. 
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2018 Sept. 19  There was a heated public debate about including Pier Liquors and the 

floor above it as space for the new library. 

 

2018 Sept. 28  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in partnership with RI CRMMMC, 

proposed a major dredging project in RI.  

 

2018 Sept. 28  The NRPA has established the Richard Grant Endowment in honor of its 

president’s 80th birthday. 

 

2018 Sept. 28  The Loontjens Library is now renting out Roku streaming sticks for 

access to a wide variety of digital media applications. 

 

2018 Oct. 3  Town Council member Matt Mannix called the deal with Gilbane (in the 

Pier Marketplace, for the library) “a disaster.” 

 

2018 Oct. 5  David Cicilline announced his bid for the Assistant Democrat Leader in 

the U.S House of Representatives. 

 

2018 Oct. 5  SUEZ claims it cannot be held responsible for reimbursement for the 

losses by customers for the eight-day shutdown. 

 

2018 Oct. 5  The Town Council approved $5million for roads from the 2012 road 

improvement bond. 

 

2018 Oct. 10  The Town Council candidate elaborate their positions on the library bond 

issue. 

 

2018 Oct. 17  The Town Council approved a $28 million deal with Gilbane do acquire 

the Belmont Market, the second floor over Pier Liquors, and the liquor store in a 3-2 

vote. 

 

2018 Oct. 19  The Town closes on the library deal.  

 

2018 Oct. 24  Susan Cicilline Buonanno announces that she will not seek reelection to 

the Town Council, even though she is on the ballot. Her amil is published in the “Letters 

to the Editor” section of the Narragansett Times as well.  

 

2018 Oct. 31  The RI Board of Elections ruled that Susan Cicilline Buonanno is still on 

the ballot. This was in line with the decision of the Narragansett Board of Canvassers. 

Susan declined to comment on the story. 

 

2018 Oct. 31  For the second time in a row, the Break Hotel was among the top lodging 

options in New England per Condé Nast Travelers. 

2018 Nov. 07  Patrick Murray, Jill Lawler, and Matt Mannix were reelected to the 

Town Council. They were joined by two newcomers – Rick Lema and Jesse Pugh. 
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2018 Nov. 21  There will be a shortened February vacation for 2018/2019. 

 

2018 Nov. 21  URI’s Graduate School of Oceanography wants to study beach sand 

erosion at the Narragansett Town Beach. 

 

2018 Nov. 23  Matt Mannix, who received the third most votes among candidates, was 

chosen TC president over Jesse Pugh, who received the most votes, in a heated town 

council meeting.  

 

2018 Dec. 12  The NPD ended its nine week “2018 Citizens Police Academy.” The 

public was invited to join. 

 

2018 Dec. 12  The Narragansett school system is on the ninth annual Advanced 

Placement (AP) District Honor Roll. 

 

2018 Dec. 12  (From the Providence Journal) – A feature story on the efforts of the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Nature Conservancy on the Narrow River salt 

marsh showed the uncertainties of the project.   

 

2018 Dec. 14  Dan Barry, the fundraising coordinator for the library projects stresses 

the need to hire an architect to present design renderings. Barry feels $1.2 million to $1.7 

million could be raised.  

 

2018 Dec. 21  NPS students placed second in the overall competition for FIRST LEGO. 

 

2018 Dec. 21  Hugh Markey wrote “Restoring and Recycling at John H. Chafee’s 

Wildest Refuge,” which told about the work of the Nature Conservancy and the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service. 

 

2018 Dec. 26  Sunset Farm hosted its annual holiday party and collected over 1,000 toy 

donations for the Marine’s Toys for Tots. 

 

2019 

 

Dear Readers and Researchers:  

My decision to use my personal copy of the Narragansett Times (NT) has enabled me to 

expand the slightly reduced coverage due to the cessation of microfilming the NT. 

 

2019 Jan. 2  Jim Manni was appointed State Police Superintendent and has resigned as 

Town Manager. 

 

2019 Jan. 4  The USCG has suspended the search for two missing fishermen. 

 

2019 Jan. 11  Michael Salvadore was presented the Tomorrow Fund’s 2018 

Humanitarian of the Year Award for his efforts for Hasbro Children’s Hospital. 
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2019 Jan. 18  Council President Matt Mannix called for the sale of the former Belmont 

building in the Pier Marketplace. 

 

2019 Jan. 25  Town Council votes 3 (Mannix, Lawler, Lema) to 2 (Pugh, Murray) to 

sell the former Belmont space. 

 

2019 Jan. 30  A team from Narragansett High won the state championship at the RI 

Ethics Bowl. 

 

2019 Feb. 8  Narragansett changes building height law to 35 feet in most cases. 

 

2019 Feb. 13  URI GSO named its new $125 million research vessel “Resolution.” It 

replaced the “Endeavor,” which served for 40 years.  

 

2019 Feb. 22  Police Chief Sean Corrigan is acting town manager. 

 

2019 Feb. 22  Jeff Ceasrine wrote “My heartfelt appreciation to all the residents of 

Narragansett” for his almost 32 years of service as town engineer. 

 

2019 Feb. 22  Sarah Sweet scored her 1,000th point in a romp of Mount St. Charles.  

 

2019 March 01  RI Hospitality Association named Al Zanella “Man of the Year.” Al is 

Executive VP of sales and marketing for RI Distributing. He has been on the board of 

RIHA for a total of 9 years. 

 

2019 March 6  Fourth graders Alexandra Howell and Jaqueline Salvadore are selling 

their own manufactured school supplies to benefit The Tomorrow Fund, affiliated with 

Hasbro Children’s Hospital.  

 

2019 March 8  The Narragansett Town Council rejects mediation on library stalemate 

by a 3-2 vote. 

 

2019 March 13  The Narragansett School Committee is considering an additional 

classroom to the NES for the Pre-K program. 

 

2019 March 15  The RI Division of Public Utilities denied the Block Island Ferry’s 

request for a new, 500-passenger fast ferry. 

 

2019 March 20  A voter recall provision will appear on the 2020 ballot.  

 

2019 March 29  NHS sophomore Julia Highcove was awarded a (U.S.) President’s 

Volunteer Award for her 765.5 hours of volunteer service. 

 

2019 April 5  The RI Tree Council offers shade trees for free at qualifying Narragansett 

residences. 
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2019 April 10  URI Professor Nancy Karraker led 120 woodland explorers looking for 

frogs, salamanders, turtles, etc. at Canonchet Farm.  

 

2019 May 1  A proposal to cut the library budget by $400,000 due to its growing fund 

balance of $841,000. 

 

2019 May 1  Siena Taliani, a fourth grader, has sold 60 of her own handmade pillows at 

$5 a piece to benefit the sepsis research. Sieana did this as a part of genius hour at NES. 

 

2019 May 01  The Towers Committee rejected the town’s inclusion for it in the budget, 

saving the town $50,000.  

 

2019 May 17  After 47 years of dedication to protect and preserve Narrow River, 

NRPA President Richard Grant was honored by the Environmental Law Institute. 

Richard received ELI’s 30th anniversary Lifetime Achievement Award at the U.S. 

Botanic Garden in Washington DC.  

 

2019 June 5  The Town Council approved a $10,000 allocation for VFW Post 916 in 

Wakefield for its help for Narragansett Veterans. 

 

2019 June 5  The James Montgomery Blues Band will perform at the Towers. 

 

2019 June 7  Siena Taliani wrote and directed a kindness play. Siena, now in the 4th 

grade, credited her 3rd grade teacher, Mrs. Suzanne Pezza, with giving her the idea.  

 

2019 June 7  It appears that Charlie O’s will remain closed.  

 

2019 June 12  The NES assistant principal post was eliminated because of budget 

constraints and declining enrollment. 

 

2019 June 12  Four eighth-grade students from NPS – Jessica Boutin, Sydney Dewey, 

Veronica Sabatino, and Lilly Weiz-Nesshoever) competed in Washington DC for the 

final record of the National History Day Contest. Ryan Barry could not make the trip due 

to timing.  

 

2019 June 14  James Bowen was awarded many medals by Congressman Langevin . 

Bowen was an AH-1 Cobra gunship pilot during the Vietnam War.  

 

2019 June 26  The William C. O’Neill Bike Path will be extended 1,750 linear feet 

from Rumford Road to the Community Center.  

 

2019 June 28  The RI Senate passed a resolution to make the Narragansett Calamari 

Festival an official event of RI.  
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2019 July 5  In a strongly worded letter, Catherine Celeberto faulted the Narragansett 

Pension Board for awarding a pension to a convicted felon, who retired from the 

Narragansett Police Department after his felony became known.  

 

2019 July 10  Parks & Recreation Director Steve Wright reported record-shattering 

beach attendance (12,000) and attendees (14,000) for the fireworks on July 4.  

 

2019 July 19  Sixteen high-schoolers spent the better part of the week on URIs research 

vessel, Cap’n Bert, as part of the second annual Summer Shark Camp.  

 

2019 July 19  Eleanor Freda “Pretty Flower” Spears Dove, a renowned Native 

American, died just before her 101rst birthday. She was the proprietor of Dovecrest, the 

first restaurant specializing gin Native American cuisine in the country.  

 

2019 July 26  The Murray Family Charitable Foundation has pledged a $500,000 

matching pledge for the new library.  

 

2019 July 26  Kingston Pizza has opened a new location at 120 Point Judith Road. 

 

2019 July 31  Congressman David Cicilline on the House Judiciary Committee is 

pushing for an impeachment inquiry for President Trump.  

 

2019 Aug. 9  Blades, the official mascot of the Boston Bruins, met with children at the 

Maury Loontjens Memorial Library for story time.  

 

2019 Aug. 14  The Narragansett Prevention Partnership will hold its 3rd annual “Funny 

4 Fund $” at Kinney Bungalow.  

 

2019 Aug. 14  The Narragansett Town Council will not record its executive sessions. 

 

2019 Aug. 16   The Narragansett Pension Board reversed itself and now denied a 

pension to the ex-police officer convicted of a felony. However, the former officer did 

not have to return pension money already received. 

2019 Aug. 16  The Narragansett School System is #3 in RI behind Barrington and East 

Greenwich.  

 

2019 Aug. 16  Frank Eldredge was featured in “A local Legend.” Frank at 92 has 

worked at the Town Beach since he retired in 1993. 

 

2019 Aug. 21  In a 3 (Mannix, Lawler, Lema) to 2 (Murray, Pugh), the Narragansett 

Town Council sold the current liquor store and its second floor to Pier Liquors at a highly 

contentious meeting. 

 

2019 Aug. 28  James Tierney is the new town manager. Jim is a retired SK police 

officer, former New York City Inspector General, and Chief of Operations at RIPTA. 
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2019 Aug. 28  NHS sophomore Sydney Van Slyke traveled to the Eastern Canadian 

and Western Greenland Arctic with Students on Ice. During the two-week journey she 

experience Inuit culture and learned about the effects of climate change on that region.  

 

2019 Aug. 30  Narragansett converted three tennis courts on Clarke Road to four 

pickleball courts. 

 

2019 Sept. 4  The Narragansett Historical Society will present the “History of the 

Beach” as an event during Narragansett Days. 

 

2019 Sept. 4  The Narragansett Fire Department received a federal grant of $70,000 for 

the training of firemen and for air monitoring equipment.  

 

2019 Sept. 6  Michael Urso wrote “Duke Kahanamoku Brought Surfing to Narragansett 

101 Years Ago.” This was about a WWI bond drive. Duke won a gold medal in the 1912 

Olympics.  

 

2019 Sept. 6  The former IGA – Belmont space is to be sold for $3,070,145 to Carlos 

Mouta for food court. Al Alba protested with “The Problems with a Food Court and 

Retail Marketplace in the Pier.”  

 

2019 Sept. 11  The 2020 ballot will include a local recall provision after over 1,000 

Narragansett residents signed a recall petition.  

 

2019 Sept. 11  A new 1.5-mile trail is available at Sunset Farm. Credit for this is due to 

Jeff Farrell (Sunset Farm tenant); local boy and girl scouts (led by Mike Millen, Sr., and 

Kristen Moricas), and the Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust.  

 

2019 Sept. 20  The Narragansett School System is one of the three RI systems to host 

the Sandy Hook Promise’s Say Something. Anonymous Reporting System to recognize 

better signs of potential violence from a classmate.  

 

2019 Sept. 20  The NRPA erected a commemorative plaque for former little red shack 

on Sedge Island.  

 

2019 Oct. 2  The RI official Library and Information Service (OLIS) denied $ 

contributions to the Narragansett Library because of town funding below the previous 

year. Also, Superior Court Judge Jeffrey Lanphear placed a temporary restraining order 

on the sale of the Pier Marketplace.  

 

2019 Oct. 16  Craig Wood was honored with NRPA “Friend of the River Award.”  

 

2019 Oct. 18  2019 beach admission fees reached nearly $1 million. Also, Bob 

Sullivan, a searcher for metallic treasures on the Narragansett Town Beach for 25 years, 

found a wedding ring and is searching for its owner. [I thank Bob for exhibiting his 

treasures at the Narragansett 125th Celebration in 2013.] 
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2019 Oct. 23  The developer backed out of the deal to buy the former IG A space in the 

Pier Marketplace. 

 

2019 Oct. 30  Narragansett High School chemistry teachers Sarah Krous and Chris 

Dolos will receive $20,000 worth of equipment, supplies, and training from the East Bay 

Educational Collaborative.  

 

2019 Nov. 1  K-9 Napolean (Nappy) joined the Narragansett Police Department with an 

expertise in explosives detection. Nappy was the result of a $25,000 grant from The 

Stanton Foundation. 

 

2019 Nov. 1  Sam Judd, the Reference and Information Services Librarian, will hold 

two “Streamup Service Deep Dives” at the Loontjens Library. 

 

2019 Nov. 6  Benny’s Clam Shack, a seafood eatery on Sand Hill Cove Road, was 

granted a liquor license for beer and wine. 

 

2019 Nov. 20  Narragansett is declared a “Purple Heart Town,” as the town is seeking 

to bring awareness to Purple Heart recipients and their sacrifices. 

 

2019 Nov. 20  The “Save Our Library” Campaign raised $460K in 7 weeks, $200,000 

of which was from the Narragansett Preservation and Improvement Association. 

 

2019 Nov. 22  Quest Montessori partnered with URI with a nonviolence curriculum for 

a “Peace Night.”  

 

2019 Nov. 27  The RI Office of Library and Information Services denies the town’s 

request to allow a reduction in its contribution to the library. 

 

2019 Dec. 6  NHS Assistant Principal Toby Gibbons received the RI Association of 

School Principals’ “Assistant Principal of the Year” award. 

 

2019 Dec. 11  The AG of RI found that the Narragansett Town Council violated the 

Open Meetings Act during the town manager selection process. The Town Council was 

requesting to unseal the minutes of the executive sessions discussing the town manger 

hiring process.  

 

2019 Dec. 18  The Narragansett Fire Department was granted $70,333 by FEMA and 

the Department of Homeland Security for a new advanced air/monitoring equipment and 

training.  

 

2019 Dec. 20  Selina Amargo, Natalie Portillo, and Izzy McElroy, NHS students, were 

chosen for the All-Eastern Division for music.  
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2019 Dec. 27  Catalina Martinez is one of the six 2019 Women of Color in STEM 

Diversity Leadership in Government Awards at the Women of Color in STEM 

conference in Detroit. She works at NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration). STEM is the acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics. 

 

2020 

 

2020 Jan. 3  The first of the winter speaker series featured the NRPA’s efforts to 

preserve and protect Narrow River, coinciding with its 50th year anniversary. 

 

2020 Jan. 8  People’s Credit Union presented the NRPA with a check for $5,000 to 

support its water monitoring and educational initiatives.  

 

2020 Jan. 10  Narragansett will receive a $76,000 federal grant to continue financial aid 

to residents of public housing.  

 

2020 Jan. 10  The every ten years RI mandated property revaluation has begun.  

 

2020 Jan. 15  The Narragansett Library won the Reader’s Digest “Nicest Places in 

America” for 2019. 

 

2020 Jan. 17  The NRPA won the Narragansett Chamber of Commerce’s Kelso Award. 

This was the first time an organization was honored.  

 

2020 Jan. 24  The Town Council passed a 60-day moratorium on all new building 

permits in town. 

  

2020 Jan. 29  The Narragansett Town Council voted to reject a motion designating the 

Narragansett Community Center as the endpoint of the William C. O’Neill Bike Path.  

 

2020 Jan. 31  The 2020-2021 School Calendar will start on September 1, which is the 

first time school has started before labor day.  

 

2020 Feb. 05  Narragansett Fire Chief Scott Partington is the President of the RI 

Association of Fire Chiefs.  

 

2020 Feb. 5  The Washington County Superior Court put heavy modifications in the 

Narragansett Town Council’s modification building permit moratorium.  

 

2020 Feb. 7  URI GSO professor John W. King encouraged further monitoring of 

annual sand erosion and its displacement at the Town Beach.  

 

2020 Feb. 14  NHS students win regional Nor’easter Bowl event at the University of 

New Hampshire. 
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2020 Feb. 14  Narragansett resident Derek Dewey is the founder and the trainer of the 

RI Basketball Academy in Exeter.  

 

2020 Feb. 19  Phil Cozzolino wrote a very nice piece on Tom “Tess” Tessitore, retired 

Narragansett Parks and Rec coordinator in “The Love of Basketball.” 

2020 Feb. 19  The NHS Junior Varsity Boys Basketball Team won its second 

consecutive RI title. The team went 22-2 in the season. 

 

2020 Feb. 21  The Narragansett Pier Middle School will present “The Wizard of Oz.” 

Sarah Prickel-Kane, Narragansett Choral Director, is helping to do the show.  

 

2020 Feb. 21  Danielle Whitworth, a fourth-grade student, is hoping to educate people 

on the achievements of Girl Scouts, especially the Gold Award – the equivalent of an 

Eagle Scout.  

 

2020 Feb. 26  The Narragansett Historical Society entered into a 25-year lease 

agreement with the Town for the use of the town-owned windmill building on Clarke 

Road. 

 

2020 Feb. 28  Marie Saccoccio is certified by the American Cancer Society to assist 

women battling any form of cancer. Marie has been doing this for 15 years. She has 

survived three bouts with the disease. 

 

2020 March 4  A pilot test of a new free meal program for seniors at the Community 

Center will occur on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays for a year.  

 

2020 March 6  At 478 students, the number of students at Narragansett High School is 

the highest in years.  

 

2020 March 6  Seventh grader Annabel Rarick was a state winner for “Different Ways 

to Drown” and eighth-grade student Delia Tanzi Buchbaum received a notable mention 

for “Forgiveness.” Both students are at Quest Montessori.  

 

2020 March 18  Narragansett enacts disaster emergency plan for the COVID virus. 

Town revokes all entertainment licenses and special event permits , cancels public 

meetings.  

 

2020 March 18  A Narragansett Victorian house on Kingstown Road will be saved by 

“This Old House.” Sweenor Builders will lead the historic restoration of an 1884 house. 

This is the fifth time that Sweenor’s work will be featured on “This Old House.”  

 

2020 March 20  Because of the COVID virus, Narragansett will 1) ready for virtual 

learning; 2) offer free “grab and go” meals to students; and 3) provide virtual services 

from the library.  
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2020 March 27  Parks and Recreation Director Steve Wright announced a boxed lunch 

delivery for seniors during the COVID crisis.  

 

2020 April 3  The close proximity of many both at the town beach and the sea wall 

causes the closing of these areas during the COVID-19 crisis.  

 

2020 April 10  The great reduction of the demand for fish by restaurants due to 

COVID-19 has hit commercial fisheries very hard.  

 

2020 April 17  The Towers had a big response to its Facebook post for memories and 

photos of past events.  

 

2020 April 17  Although the Spring Concert at NHS was cancelled, the NHS Advanced 

Treble Choir used video sharing technology to put together a 3.5-minute rendition of May 

Erlewine’s “Never One Thing.”  

 

2020 May 15  A K-9 unit from Narragansett Police Department assisted a raid in NK 

that resulted in multiple arrests and the seizure of narcotics. 

 

2020 May 22  Students in the NHS Theater Program will hold a virtual cabaret 

fundraiser.  

 

2020 May 22  There was a beautiful photo of a pair of osprey nesting. The photo came 

from a live webcam on Narrow River.  

 

2020 May 29  Local restaurants are slow to embrace outside dining during Phase 1 of 

reopening during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

2020 May 29  The Narragansett Town Beach will open June 6. 

 

2020 June 5  After 20 years in office, RI Senator James Sheehan (Dist. 36, Narr and 

NK) announced his retirement from his RI Senate seat. 

 

2020 June 5  Socially distanced school officials set up a small commencement site at 

Gazebo Park. The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in the cancellation of the scheduled June 

11 event at the Ryan Center.  

 

2020 June 12  The Town Council voted over $1 million for significant renovations of 

59 summer cabanas at the Town Beach.  

 

2020 June 19  RI Superior Court Judge Jeffery A. Lanphear ruled that if 1,000 

signatures were received, a ballot question on the sale of the three-part building (the IGA 

Market, the liquor store, and the second floor over the liquor store) would be sold.  

 

2020 June 19  Dick Fossa, long-time NHS football coach and athletic director, died at 

61. 
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2020 June 26  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Narragansett Town Beach opened 

two weeks later than usual. So far, the COVID rules have greatly reduced the crowd, but 

not without issues. 

 

2020 June 26  Sixteen candidates declared candidacy for the Narragansett Town 

Council. Matt Mannix will be a candidate for the RI Senate.  

 

2020 July 3  Alison McCadden is NHS  valedictorian and Ryan Lonkart is salutatorian. 

They reflected on the COVID-19 pandemic’s effect on their senior year. 

July 10 – Narragansett is ready to re-open its town hall, which had limited access due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

2020 July 10  The pension of a former Narragansett Police officer (name withheld) 

convicted of a sex crime was restored by RI Superior Court Judge Sarah Taft -Carter. 

“The decision was based upon unlawful procedures, was arbitrary and capricious, and 

violated plaintiff’s constitutional rights to due process of law.”  

 

2020 July 17  At least 995 valid voter signatures were collected for the petition to 

prevent the sale of the former IGA/Belmont building.  This is over the 856 minimum. 

 

2020 July 17  The public reacted negatively to restricting housing to no more than three 

students at a virtual town meeting.  

 

2020 July 24  Narragansett plans for the full return to school. 

 

2020 July 24  The Narragansett Housing Board unanimously voted to recommend “No 

more than three” law be rejected. 

 

2020 Aug. 7  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) will permit scaled-back 

hunting and fishing in the Chafee Wildlife Refuge.  

 

2020 Aug. 14  Due to COVID-19, Narragansett Troop 1 participated in the virtual 

Summer Experience through the Yawgoog Network.  

 

2020 Aug. 21  A pod of dolphins visited the Town Beach. 

 

2020 Sept. 4  Narragansett schools well open on September 14 with in-person learning. 

 

2020 Sept. 18  Narragansett 2100, a coalition of landlords, sues the town over the 

ordinance that restricted more than three college students living together in non-owner-

occupied dwellings. 

 

2020 Oct. 2  The Narragansett Elementary School is a 2020 National Blue Ribbon 

School as designated by the U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos.    
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2020 Oct. 9  Al Alba died at 94.  Al was always at Narragansett town meetings and was 

a frequent speaker, stressing the need for a healthy business climate.  

 

2020 Oct. 9  By a 3-2 vote, the Narragansett Town Council raised 2021 beach fees by 

$5 to $15 to walk on the beach and $20 to park.  

 

2020 Oct. 16  NRPA board member Barry Devine has authored “The Pettaquamscutt 

Estuary: The Narrow River: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow” to celebrate the 50th year 

of the NRPA. Contact narrowriver.org to order the book. 

 

2020 Oct. 22  RI will start a $5.2 million project to make much needed improvements 

at the Port of Galilee, especially replacing heavy-duty piers. 

 

2020 Oct. 23  Pat Brady was appointed to the Library Board of Trustees. In the 

previous Town Council meeting, Doug McLaughlin and Jeff Dentler were chosen over 

former members Gail Shields and Anne Sullivan. 

 

2020 Oct. 23  Mike Tilelli, Tom McGuire, Victor Cardoso and Michael Lynch won the 

Nelson Vallee Four Member Challenge in surfcasting. Nelson was the co-founder, with 

Andy D’Angelo, of the Narragansett Surfcasters.   

 

2020 Oct. 30  There was a nice article placing the digitized Joseph P. Hazard diary as a 

place-based learning tool of the Middlebridge School. This digitization was done by 

Jessica Wilson, Reference Librarian at the SK Public Library. 

 

2020 Oct. 30  Don Goodrich died at 79. He was Chair of the Narragansett Planning 

Board for 30 years and of the Narragansett Zoning Board for 10 years. He was honored 

by the won in 2012 with a declaration of “Donald Goodrich Day.”  

 

2020 Nov. 6  NHS freshman Madeleine O’Neill won the girls cross country 

championship for RI freshman with a time of 14 minutes, 59.31 seconds.   

 

2020 Nov. 13  Justin Skenyon beat Ethan Farrell by one vote to finish fifth in the 

Narragansett School Committee contest.    

 

2020 Nov. 14  The Narragansett Police Department is participating in Home Base No 

Shame Campaign, which raises mental health awareness and critical funds to support 

veterans and military families. 

 

2020 Nov. 20  An anonymous donor gave $500,000 for the library project. 

 

2020 Nov. 20  Narragansett will add 10 new solar trash and recycling receptacles in 

Galilee with a grant from The Recycling Partnership – supported by Poland Springs 

brand 100% natural spring water. 
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2020 Nov. 27  Narragansett High School’s boys soccer team is Division III champs, 

with a 3-0 victory over Johnston. 

 

2020 Nov. 27  Narragansett boy and girl scouts participated in collecting food for the 

local food banks. 

  

2020 Dec. 4  Michael Salvadore, Jr. is elected the President of the Boston Chapter of 

the American Society of Appraisers, the largest chapter of the professional accredited 

appraisers in the U.S. 

 

2020 Dec. 4  RI DEM identified Vickie A. Medeiros, 61, of Cumberland as the victim 

of a kayaking accident in rough surf at the mouth of Narrow River. 

 

2020 Dec. 4  Boy Scout Troop 1 Narragansett collected food for the annual Scouting 

for Food Drive. Mike Millen, Sr. wrote a nice thank you letter. 

 

2020 Dec. 11  In its first meeting the Narragansett Town Council reversed the decision 

on for-profit road races needing to donate $10,000 to a Narragansett not-for-profit 

organization. 

 

2020 Dec. 11  The NHS chorus will release “Home for the Holidays” on SoundCloud. 

 

2020 Dec. 11  Three NHS soccer players on the Division III champions earned a spot 

on the first-team all- division team. They are 1) Brody Williams, midfielder, 2) Brady 

Butler, forward; and 3) T.J. Reissner, defender.  

 

2020 Dec. 13  The Narragansett School system will move to full distance learning until 

January 11 because of COVID-19. 

 

2021 

 

2021 Jan. 1  Alex Gould, Steven Kernick, and Ben Hoxsie from Troop 1 Narragansett 

are new Eagle Scouts. 

 

2021 Jan. 1  Narragansett Boys HS basketball is now in RI’s Division 1 level. 

 

2021 Jan. 8  Dissolved in 2016, the Economic Development Committee is back. 

 

2021 Jan. 8  Surfers are happy that on-street parking is approved by the Town Council 

for the popular Point Judith neighborhood. 

 

2021 Jan. 22  For its 10th Anniversary the On Pettaquamscutt speaker series will 

present a virtual presentation on local coastal defense spots by David Smith and Kathie 

Kelleher. 
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2021 Jan. 22  There will be an $8 million shortfall in the 2012 plan to renovate and 

reconstruct a number of roads, for which a $17 million bond issue was approved.  

 

2021 Feb. 5  Seniors over 75 are being vaccinated for COVID at the SK South Road 

Elementary School. 

 

2021 Feb. 5  NHS students and Tree-Plenish have joined a tree planting to offset paper 

usage at NHS. Julia Highcove said “Since trees are such a crucial part of our ecosystem, 

it is important that we replace those that are cut down for man made products like paper.” 

 

2021 Feb. 12  The new Town Council added $441,000 to the library budget, reversing 

the actions of the previous town council. 

 

2021 Feb. 12  The Narragansett Town Beach will host its 53rd Annual New England 

Mid-Winter Championship. This is the oldest winter surfing contest in the world. 

 

2021 March 5  A $131,000 federal grant has been awarded to the town for modifying 

existing manhole structures and resurfacing drain structures at Scarborough. 

 

2021 March 12  NHS Girls’ Swim Team was undefeated and beat Mount Hope for the 

Division III Championship, 61 -32. 

 

2021 March 26  Councilwoman Dzwierzynski editorialized on her difference with RI 

DEM for the Port of Galilee. 

 

2021 March 26  Father Craig Swan of St. Peter’s and Rabbi Ethan Adler of 

Congregation Beth David are combining to do a podcast on a “Priest and a Rabbi” 

through the COVID-19 crisis. 

2021 April 09  Both Steve Wright, long-time Narragansett Park and Recreation 

Director, and Theresa Donovan, Town Clerk, announced their retirements. [I worked 

with Steve Wright on the elimination of employee parking at Lake Canonchet. He ended 

that practice.] 

 

2021 April 9  With football season not interfering with soccer season, five soccer 

players – Brady Butler, Ethan Betts, Colin Patrick, Jack Harris, and Lucas Mason – are 

playing football.  

 

2021 April 9  NHS Girls’ Volleyball Team beat Central 3 - 2 to be Division III 

champions. Down 2, they rallied for 3 straight to win.  

 

2021 April 16  HBM Architects in Cleveland, OH is the firm chosen to design the new 

library. 

 

2021 April 16  NHS will start at 8:00 a.m. in September 2021, rather than at 7:30 a.m. 
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2021 April 30  Councilwoman Ewa Dzwierzynski led the move to request the RIAG to 

investigate the lease of the Lighthouse Inn.  

 

2021 May 7  The Narragansett Town Council voted to fund $1 million of its 2022-23 

FY budget from its unrestricted fund balance. 

 

2021 May 7  Colleen Johnson is the new assistant principal of Narragansett High 

School. 

 

2021 May 14  Narragansett Boys’ High School Football Team is Division IV 

champions with a 21 – 13 victory over Ponagansett. 

 

2021 May 14  The Ray Kagels Scholarship was awarded to URI senior Anthony 

Bartolatta.  

 

2021 May 28  Janet Tarro is the new Narragansett Town Clerk. 

 

2021 May 28  The Narragansett Town Council voted 3 – 2 to include two library 

employees in the town pension plan after much controversy.  

 

2021 June 18  The Narragansett Fire Department rescues a dog, a 7-year-old 

Chihuahua-Pomeranian mix named Bear, from a woodchuck hole near Narrow River.  

 

2021 June 18  For the first time a Great White Shark was tagged inside the harbor of 

refuge by the Atlantic Shark Institute. The 3-foot baby was caught in a fish trap. 

 

2021 June 18  Gail Scowcroft of the Friends of Narragansett Town Beach editorialized 

about the June 11 riot at the beach.  

 

2021 June 18  DeMetrick Housewrights built the first passive house in the town.  

 

2021 June 25  Narragansett Town Council member Ewa Dzwierzynski wrote RI 

Governor McKee an open letter about the future of the five-acre Lighthouse Inn site. RI 

wants to pave the area. 

 

2021 July 2  The Waterman Eco-Challenge returns to Narragansett Town Beach after a 

virtual event occurred in 2020 because of COVID. 

 

2021 July 9  Narragansett High School will present “Little Women, the Musical” at the 

South County Museum. 

 

2021 July 16  NHS’s Veronica Sabatino received $1,000 as the winner of an essay 

contest held by the RI Law Day Committee. McKenzie Gardner was awarded a $250 

scholastic award. 
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2021 July 23  The Narragansett Surf Shop and the Narragansett Rescue Department 

held its full-blown weekly surf camp. 

 

2021 July 23  Boy Scout Troop 1 was Troop of the Year at the South West District. 

Troop 1 is 106 years old.  

 

2021 July 30  The Narrow River Preservation Association (NRPA) received $2,500 

from the People’s Credit Union. 

 

2021 Aug. 06  James Callaghan, a former president of the Town Council, became the 

new town solicitor. 

  

2021 Aug. 6  Free tutoring, after a school year hindered by a pandemic and distance 

learning, is being offered by the town.  

 

2021 Aug. 20  A number of rescue employees were instrumental in saving the life of a 

runner during the Blessing of the Fleet road race. 

 

2021 Aug. 20  Led by pitcher Brendan Flaherty, the Narragansett/South Kingstown 

Lions won the Connie Mack state championship, beating Chariho 6 – 4.  

 

2021 Aug. 27  Enishkeetompaug, the large sculpture of a Narragansett Indian Chief, 

underwent significant renovations in an effort to restore and protect the sculpture.  

 

2021 Aug. 27  Tropical storm Henri caused power outages. 

 

2021 Sept. 10  Narragansett cancelled the Calamari Festival and replaced it with a 9/11 

remembrance. 

 

2021 Sept. 17  A West Greenwich man drowned after being swept out to sea from 

Hazard Ave. rocks in rough seas. 

 

2021 Sept. 24  James. C. Sullivan received the R.I. Foundation’s Harold B. Soloveitzik 

Professional Leadership Award for his enduring commitment to philanthropy.  

 

2021 Oct. 1  Pickleball fundraiser for the Narragansett Historical Society’s renovation 

of the Windmill Building raised nearly $5,000. 

 

2021 Oct. 08  After 40 years of service, The Endeavor was retired from the URI 

Oceanography campus. There will be a rebuilding of the pier to make way for the new 

R/V Narragansett Dawn.  

 

2021 Oct. 15  The Narrow River Preservation Association (NRPA) honored Sally 

Sutherland, Dave and Rosemary Smith, and Barry Devine at its annual meeting.  
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2021 Oct. 22  Nicholas Taylor Archambault from Narragansett High School  was 

awarded a scholarship by the RI Mortgage Bankers Association in its annual Future of RI 

Scholarship Award. 

 

2021 Nov. 5  Blake Grislis of Narragansett Pier Middle School was first in the Cross 

Country State Champions meet. Narragansett also captured the Southern Division title at 

Bryant University. 

 

2021 Nov. 12  Narragansett resident Jane McCarthy’s self-published book, “The Faces 

of War,” is about two young men – American John Conway and German Karl Baum – on 

opposite sides of WWII. The book is available from Amazon and Barnes and Noble.  

 

2021 Nov. 19  NHS Girls’ Volleyball Team won the Division IV Championship against 

Tiverton to complete a perfect season. 

 

2021 Nov. 26  After winning the Division IV title in 2020, the NHS Boys’ Football 

Team captured the Division III title with a 51 – 33 victory over Chariho. 

 

2021 Nov. 26  The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce will host its first annual 

Holiday Street Faire on Saturday, December 4th. A full page and was place in the 

Narragansett Times.  

 

2022 

 

2022 Jan. 14  Stephen Grilli, distinguished Professor of Ocean Engineering and 

Oceanography at URI, received the Fullbright Tocqueville Distinguished Chair Award to 

conduct research and teach in France.  

 

2022 Jan. 21  HBM Architect’s floor plan for the new library was approved by the 

Narragansett Town Council and Keough Construction. Management was awarded the 

contract to manage the library reconstruction for $103,580. 

 

2022 Jan. 21  NHS graduate Kegan Schroeder finished first in the weight throw at the 

PENN 10-Team Selected Meeting performing for Brown. The throw measured 66 feet 

and 3.5 inches. 

 

2022 Feb. 2  It is with great personal sadness to report this. Shirley Eastham, longtime 

President of the Narragansett Historical Society, died suddenly. She served us well as  

longtime resident and with Kinney Bungalow.  

 

2022 Feb. 11  RI Governor McKee’s proposed budget gives the Port of Galilee more 

than $45 million for improvements. 

 

2022 Feb. 11  There was a movement to amend the 2020 charter petition to allow the 

sale of movable property. Richard Vangermeersch urged this into a letter to the NT 

editor.  
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2022 Feb. 25  The Town Council voted to lend $1.5 million to the Library Fund, in 

anticipation of later grants and donations.  

 

2022 Feb. 25  The NHS Girls’ Soccer Team won its second straight Division III crown 

with 444 points, which was 138 points ahead of the next closest team.  

 

2022 March 18  Frank White died. Frank was on the Narragansett School Committee 

for two long terms. He was an outstanding colleague of mine at URI. Frank helped me 

with the Narragansett 125 Celebration. THANKS, FRANK. 

 

2022 April 8  RIDEM rejects Narragansett’s proposal for the Lighthouse Inn site.  

 

2022 April 22  As her senior project, NHS senior Reagan Dunne is conducting a special 

event for a local man battling glioblastoma, the same disease her father Scott died from in 

2018.  

 

2022 April 22  U.S. Senator Reed joined local officials at the ribbon-cutting ceremony 

for the completed renovations at the Beachwinds Apartments.  

 

2022 April 29  About 700 residents did their part to help the environment by dropping 

off unwanted electronics, metals, chemicals, paper and more to the Eco-Depot at the 

Narragansett Town Beach.  

 

2022 April 29  Robert Ballard is giving the May 2022 URI commencement address 

from aboard his ship, the E/V Nautilus. 

 

2022 May 06  2022 RI state officials are in need of lifeguards. However, Olympic 

swimmer Elizabeth Beisel will be a lifeguard in Narragansett.  

 

2022 May 06  PRI-X, the current leaseholder, presented a public park alternative for the 

Lighthouse Inn.  

 

2022 May 20  The NTC approved a motion to give Narragansett Indian Tribe members 

free access to the Town Beach for the 2022 summer season.  

 

2022 June 3  Craig Miller, a noted Boston architect, credited the Narragansett Historical 

Society for his reconstruction of the former Presbyterian Church on Boon Street.  

 

2022 June 10  The Champlin Foundation granted $400,000 for the new Narragansett 

library and $36,400 for an HVAC system for the Narragansett Historical Society 

Windmill Building.  

 

2022 June 24  The NTC voted to allow voters in November to decide on retail pot sales. 
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2022 July 1  Connor McCloskey is the new assistant principal for Narragansett High 

School. Alexander Menzies graduated from the RI Association of School Committees’ 

Leadership Development Academy.  

 

2022 July 8  Richard S. Parker died at 100. He was an advertising executive. He wrote 

a memoir of his experiences working with Coco Chanel. 

 

2022 July 22  Victor Cai won the Waterman Eco Challenge, ahead of former U.S. 

Olympian Elizabeth Beisel. Also, Chris Causey drove from Florida to donate a few art 

pieces from his late mother, Janice, to be sold for the Janice Causey art scholarship. 

Janice was both a surfer and a Narragansett art teacher, and a noted artist, whose name is 

carried on with a scholarship in her honor.  

 

2022 Aug. 5  Narragansett lifeguard Elizabeth Beisel was a former Olympic swimmer 

and is a reality television star.  

 

2022 Aug. 5  The 50th Blessing of the Fleet was celebrated. Ben Drezek set a new 

record – 49 minutes, 28 seconds for the foot race.  

 

2022 Aug. 12  Police arrest seven following Block Island Ferry fight which started at 

Ballards. 

 

2022 Aug. 19  The NTC voted unanimously to spend $127,170 to dredge the mouth of 

the Narrow River. 

 

2022 Aug. 19  The Narragansett Lions claimed their second consecutive Connie Mack 

State Championship with a 2-1 lead over Flood Auto Group in game three of the title 

series. 

 

2022 Aug. 19  Dr. David Chronley is retiring after more than 44 years of pediatric 

medicine in Narragansett. 

 

2022 Aug. 26  Renovations costing $1.63 million have been approved for the NHS 

auditorium. 

  

2022 Aug. 26  Richard Vangermeersch suggested that Narragansett partner with South 

Kingstown’s 300th Celebration, since Narragansett was a part of SK from 1723 – 1888. 

 

2022 Aug. 26  Bill Shields died at 84. Bill was the long-time proprietor of Twin 

Willows and also Bonnet Liquors. He was involved in politics as a Democrat. (Bill did a 

great job in the Narragansett High School athletic field committee. He and I were great 

friends.) 

 

2022 Sept. 2  The new tower is raised to top off the condominiums of the former 

Presbyterian Church on Boon Street.  
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2022 Sept. 9  The Bonnet Shores Land Trust held a grand opening for its walking trail.  

Sept. 16 – Loren Spears from the Tomaquag Museum donated “Ntuhasahkee (Mother 

Earth)” to the NRPA silent auction.  

 

2022 Sept. 16  URI’s Graduate School of Oceanography will host Science Saturday on 

September 24. 

 

2022 Sept. 23  Superior Court Judge Sarah Taft-Carter granted a motion halting 

enforcement of the Narragansett ordinance that limits the number of college students that 

can live in rental units to three unrelated people.   

 

2022 Sept. 23  Narragansett will host the state’s first adaptive surfing event. It is 

sponsored by Life Rolls On, dedicated to improving the quality of life for people living 

with various challenges. 

 

2022 Sept. 23  NRPA is sponsoring “What Lives in the River” for children.  

 

2022 Sept. 23  The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a musical “Nice 

Work if You Can Get It” to benefit the Windmill Building renovations, which will be 

home of the Narragansett Historical Society.  

 

2022 Sept. 30  The Narragansett Surfcasters fishing club sponsored an event for 

veterans at Scarborough Beach for blues and bass. 

 

2022 Sept. 30  URI’s Graduate School of Oceanography hosted Science Saturday for 

the public – especially kids. 

 

2022 Sept. 30  RI Governor McKee visited Galilee and promised the state will pay for 

infrastructure to support fishing. 

 

2022 Nov. 4  Twelve RI teachers were part of a scientific team conducting ocean 

research at sea on URI’s R?V Endeavor for the Graduate School of Oceanography. 

 

2022 Nov. 11  The five winners of the Narragansett Town Council are Susan Cicilline 

Buonanno, Ewa Dzwierszynski, Deborah Kopech, Jill Lawler, and Steve Ferrandi.  

 

2022 Nov. 18  “Broadmoor” – an 1896 house – is being moved across Boston Neck 

Road. It will replace a house moved closer to Little Neck Pond.  

 

2022 Nov. 25  Jill Lawler and Steve Ferrandi joined Ewa Dzwierzynski in choosing her 

to be Town Council President over the top vote getter Susan Cicilline Buonanno. Jill 

Lawler was voted to the post of President pro tem.  

 

2022 Nov. 25  The Narragansett PTO hopes to raise $6,000 to support students 

activities from the 10th Annual Mariners Market.  
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2022 Dec. 9  The Narragansett Town Council voted to a $108,500 grant from RI and 

the U.S. Department of Justice to cover the costs of police body cameras for two years of 

a five-year equipment leasing program. 

 

2022 Dec. 30  URI architecture students presented their final proposal for Galilee. Their 

plan called for a new mixed use hotel, a raised promenade area and open space for 

vegetation and pedestrian-only walkways.  

 

2023 

 

[Unless otherwise noted, the items are from the Narragansett Times] 

 

2023  Jan. 20  The popular Spain restaurant is closed and listed for sale at $4.5 million.  

 

2023 Feb. 10  Professor of Oceanography Steven D’Hondt is an AAAS (American 

Association for the Advancement of Science) Fellow. Steve’s recognition was for his 

longtime work on examining subsurface life.  

 

2023  Feb. 13  Narragansett Town Manager Jim Tierney issued a demolition order for 

the former Lighthouse Inn of Galilee. 

 

2023 Feb. 17  URI Oceanography Professor Robert Ballard returned to the wreckage of 

the RMS Titanic. Ballard led a crew from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute to 

find the Titanic in 1986.  

 

2023 Feb 26  (Prov Journal) – The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

awarded $90,000 to improve Black Point.  

 

2023 March 14  (Prov Journal) – There is a great story on the conversion of the Boon 

Street Church into two high-end condominium units.  

 

2023 March 17  The Friends of Canonchet Farm announced its work to clear Little 

Neck Pond. 

 

2023 April 21  At the request of SK Town Manager Jim Manni (formerly Narragansett 

Town Manager), the Narragansett Town Council reversed its previous decision not to 

help SK provide Narragansett residents at lunch at the SK Senior Center.  

 

2023 April 28  Keegan Schroeter at UCAL  in the PAC-12 finished first in the hammer 

throw with a personal record toss of 230 feet, 4 inches at the 63rd Annual Mt. Sac Relays 

in Walnut, CA. 

 

2023 May 5  The NTC unanimously approved adding a 43rd policeman to serve as a 

third school resource officer for the elementary school.  
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2023 May 12  URI celebrated the opening of its new pier at the Narragansett Bay 

Campus. 

 

2023 June 2  NHS Senior Sebastian Carlsson comes through in the clutch, becoming 

the first boys Mariner to win RI State golf crown at Cranston Country Club.  

 

2023 June 9  Christopher Fiore replaced the 20-year NHS principal, Dan Warner.  

 

2023 June 30  NOAA’s Northeast Fisheries Science Center and URI combined for a 

five-year agreement to research offshore wind energy development.  

 

2023 June 30  The Narragansett Art Festival marked its 40th anniversary. 

 

2023 June 30  The South County Museum reprinted the John Dunlap copy of the 1776 

Declaration of Independence.  

 

2023 July 7  Carolyn Wyman will give a talk on her new book, The Great Clam Cake 

and Fritter Guide, for the Narragansett Historical Society.  

 

2023 July 7  A $525,000 loan from the Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank will provide a 

600-foot rip-rap barrier at the Scarborough treatment plan.  

 

2023 July 7  Three notable Narragansett figures have died. Mary M. Beck was a long-

time Narragansett Town Clerk. Donald T. Slater, Sr. ran the charter board “Invader” out 

of Galilee. Anne Mimi Sammis was a very accomplished sculptress with tremendous 

successes, including many in her hometown.  

 

2023 July 14  Lindsay Moricas, 18, received Girl Scouting’s top honor, the Gold 

Award. She built a kiosk for the Bonnet Shores Community Center’s nature trail.  

2023 July 24 and 27 – (Prov Journal) Frank Lennon, Providence Journal Veterans’ 

Voice, wrote a piece, about the possible (and controversial) battle at the Bonnet Point 

between the British and American Soldiers. He also wrote “Bonnet Shores’ Role in 

Foiling Confederate Pirates,” in which Brown students manned the battery on June 22, 

1863, but no battle took place.   

 

2023 July 28  URI anthropologist Carlos Garcia-Quijano was named to the National 

Science Foundation’s Decadal Survey of Ocean Sciences Committee.  

 

2023 August  (URI Magazine Summer 2023)  –  This source provided another honorific 

article about the efforts on Narrow River by Professor Veronica Berounsky.  

 

2023 Aug. 12  (Prov Journal) – Both the “Canonchet Memorial” and the Narragansett 

Indian Monument were chosen by Sophia Barnett in “Twelve Spots in RI to learn about 

Native History, Culture.” She also wrote “How to Learn about Indigenous History in RI,”  
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2023 Aug. 13  (Prov Journal) – Katie Landeck wrote this interesting piece , “Fishing for 

Clues: Who Named Galilee and Jerusalem.” Richard Vangermeersch was quoted about 

his opinion that the various naming stories were “folklore.”  

 

2023 Sept. 1  (Narragansett Historical Society Website) – Sue Bush, Secretary of the 

Narragansett Historical Society, has helped Richard Vangermeersch publish an updated 

and improved chronology of the history of Narragansett, 1800 – 2022.  

 

2023 Sep. 15  Bruce Fellman wrote about the goatscaping project at Canonchet Farm. 

Many beautiful colored photos were included.  

 

2023 Sep. 17  (Narragansett Historical Society, Boon Street walking tour) – Richard 

Vangermeersch prepared a history of Boon Stret from 1867 for the successful event.  He 

learned that Cononchet Hall (1869 – 1887) was just south of the Free Presbyterian 

Church. Richard has noted there is no known photo of Canonchet Hall. Please call him 

(or email the Narragansett Historical Society at nhs1888@aol.com) if you have a photo 

of Canonchet Hall. Thank you.  

 

2023 Oct. 6  Narragansett received $3.1 million from the U.S. National Park Service for 

improvements at Sand Hill Cove Beach.  

 

2023 Oct. 7  (Prov Journal) One of the two condo units on Boon Steet sold for a record 

price of $3.1 million. Both units were constructed in the former Presbyterian Church on 

Boon Street.  

 

2023 Oct. 20  The double moving of houses on Boston Neck Road was awarded a 

Preserve Rhode Island Award for Historic Preservation. The 1896 Broadmoor was moved 

across the street (and a bit south) to replace the house moved closer to Canonchet Farm.  

 

2023 Nov. 3  The Narragansett juniors fall baseball team was undefeated and beat 

Warwick Continental American 7-3 in the championship match.  

 

2023 Nov. 10  Richard Vangermeersch spoke about the split in 1888 of Narragansett 

from South Kingstown as a part of the SK 300 lecture series. 

 

2023 Nov. 24  For the sixth year Gansett Wraps gave away 400 turkeys as an act of 

kindness. Thanks to Bahaa Mahmoud.  

 

2023 Dec. 1  Ella Fiore has had a very successful start for the women’s basketball team 

at Lynn University in Florida.  

 

2023 Dec. 8  Katie George continued her success in field hockey at Middlebury. She 

was named the New England Small College Athlete Conference offensive player of the 

year.  
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2023 Dec. 15  Ambujam Karuma Lohmann, a sophomore at Narragansett High School, 

won a silver award for her poetry of spoken word submission to the 2023 Ocean 

Awareness Contest. Her poem is entitled “Our Footprints: An Indented Abecedarian.” 

 

2023 Dec. 22  Celeste, a coastal European restaurant, will replace Trio in early 2024.  

 

2023 Dec. 29  Patty Carosotto, a preschool special education teacher at Narragansett 

Elementary School, was awarded the Special Olympics North Americas Outstanding 

Coach of the Year for Unified Champion Schools. 

 

2024 

 

[Unless otherwise noted, the items are from the Narragansett Times] 

 

2024 Jan. 5  Tom Rogers from the Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust wrote that 

Canonchet Farm is to be a key part of the 5.25-mile loop trail.  

 

2024 Jan. 18  [Prov. Journal] – Beaches in Narragansett were hit hard by a storm 

classified as the worst since Super Storm Sandy in 2012.  

 

2024 Feb. 2  The Maury Loontjens Memorial Library holds a grand opening of its new 

space.  

 

2024 Feb. 9  Narragansett’s Trio Restaurant will become Celeste.  

 

2024 Feb. 9  Led by strong seniors, Narragansett girls swim team is undefeated since 

the 2019-2020 season. 

 

2024 Feb. 22  [Prov. Journal] – Construction crews have been tearing down the 

Lighthouse Inn. That land will be landscaped for now. The RI State Properties 

Committee will lease the parking area back to PRIX. The town is not pleased.  

 

2024 March 1  Jack Giannetto defeated the two-time champ for the RI 190-lbs. title. 

Giannetto pinned Spencer Fine of Hendricken at 1:26. 

 

2024 March 8  Barbara Wright died at 91. She was the longtime Senior Coordinator for 

the Narragansett Community Center.  

 

2024 March 8  More than 100 people attended the Narragansett Library for hot soup 

and community comradery at the annual Stone Soup event. 

 

2024 March 15  Three Narragansett college athletes were featured. Brendan Flaherty is 

the ace of Caltech’s baseball team’s pitching staff. Ella Fiore earned two honors on Lynn 

University’s women’s basketball team. Sam Maciel scored four goals for the Assumption 

men’s lacrosse team.  
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2024 March 22  The Gilbert family – Kendall, Madison, Michele, and Jim are running 

the Boston Marathon to raise money for the Joslin Diabetes Research Center.  

 

2024 April 12  The Narragansett Historical Society added a set of blades to its 

“windmill building.” 

 

2024 April 19  Ray Edgar Johnson died at age 76. He played Center for Providence 

College from 1968 – 1971. His obituary mentioned his outstanding game opposing 

UCLA and Lew Alcindor (Kareem Abdul-Jabbar) at Madison Square Garden. (By chance 

I was at that game and was pleased to see Ray and PC playing a competitive game 

against both Alcindor and UCLA, truly one of the best college players and teams of all 

time. Ray had an outstanding career serving society.) 

 

2024 April 19  Luca Spinazzola, a noted swimmer from Narragansett, was inducted into 

the RI Aquatic Hall of Fame. Luca joined Elizabeth Beisel in the induction class.  

 

2024 April 26  Peter Pan wrote a wonderful obituary for Howie “Goldie” Goldsmith – 

the Godfather of RI surfing. Peter Pan wrote: “During the summer of 1966, during the 

New England Invitational Surfing Champions and the Narragansett Town Beach drawing 

a crowd of over 100,000.” 

 

2024 May 10  The Narragansett Town Council voted 3 to 1 to restrict property owners 

from renting less than seven days. 

 

2024 May 17  Tate Costa, a Narragansett High School graduate, attained All-American 

honors in gymnastics as a sophomore at the University of Illinois. Tate won the high bar 

title at the NCAA Championship at Columbus, OH as well as the all-around with career 

best score of 81,997.  

 

2024 May 31  NHS performed a rendition of a teen-adapted version of  “Chicago.” 

 

2024 June 14  The Boon Street Market opened at the old railroad station, now 

revitalized.  The business is owned by Christina and Lindsay Holmes and has been 

refurbished by Mike Virgilio. (Article filed under Railroad) 

 

2024 June 21  Ellis Santoro wrote a feel-good article entitled, “Narragansett: ‘Little 

Club that Can’ “ which fosters confidence in youth athletes. Ellis wrote that NYSA 

(Narragansett Youth Soccer Association) soccer players Adam Simone and May 

DeAngelis from Narragansett High School were awarded college scholarships of $500 

each. 

 

2024 July 5  The RI Traffic Commission ordered Narragansett to remove signs for 

seawall parking time limit.  

 

2024 July 5  Two Narragansett Youth Soccer League teams -- Under 11 boys and 

Under 16 girls -- won the RI Super Liga State Championships. 
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2024 July 12  The new commercial fishing pier was opened at the Port of Galilee. RI 

Governor McKee was included in the ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

 

2024 July 19  The State Traffic Commission ruled that the three-hour parking limit is 

“on-hold pending a possible compromise between the town and aggrieved parties.” 

 

2024 July 19  Senator Whitehouse toured Narrow River to see the effects of storms and 

coastal reshaping.  

 

2024 July 19  Narragansett Beach study by Taylor Engineering showed no need to limit 

visitors.  

 

2024 Aug. 13  [Prov. Journal] – Two young brothers, Oliver and Sebastian Martinez, 

found a fossilized shark tooth on Narragansett Town Beach, which could be from 10,000 

to a million years old. Scientists from URI and the Atlantic Shark Institute said it was 

likely a 15-foot long great white shark, and the odds of finding that tooth was “one in a 

million.” 

 

2024 Aug. 23  NRPA held the “Art on the River” event, which offeree a beautiful look 

at nature. 

 

2024 Aug. 30  After about 20 years of service in various roles in the Narragansett  

school system, Emily Chartier was named the new principal of Pier Middle School.   

 

2024 Sept. 13  More than 2,000 people visited URI’s Narragansett Bay Campus for the 

bi-annual Science Saturday event.  

 

2024 Sept. 13  Narragansett Police Chief Sean Corrigan plans to retire after 28 years of 

service. He became Police Chief in 2016.  

 

2024 Sept. 13  The RI Traffic Commission ruled against Narragansett regarding time 

limits for parking on Ocean Road along the seawall. 

 

2024 Sept. 18  [Prov. Journal] – Lindsay Holmes, owner of the Boon Street Market, 

said the establishment is making changes to its facilities to reduce noise and respond to 

other complaints. 

 

2024 Sept. 27  Superior Court Judge Jeffrey Lanphear struck down Narragansett’s Four 

Unrelated ordinances.  

 

2024 Oct. 11  The Narragansett Town Council unanimously approved Dredge 

Alternative 4  for the long-anticipated Narrow River dredging project.  

 

2024 Oct. 11 –RI Superior Court Judge Sarah Taft-Carter once again rules against 

Narragansett on the short-term rental housing ordinance. She said that “Even without the 
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STR ordinance, the Town of Narragansett is able to ensure the health, safety, and 

wellness of the community through zoning, building codes, and police power. Further, 

any short-term rentals advertised on an online hosting platform will need to comply with 

the State’s STR requirements.” 

 

2024 Oct. 25  Captain Kyle E. Rekas was appointed Narragansett Police Chief.  

 

2024 Nov. 1  Narragansett senior Cole Francis won his second straight Class C boys 

title in cross country. 

 

2024 Nov. 8  There will be no incumbents coming back for the 2024 – 2026 

Narragansett Town Council. The winners of the election are Jim Durkin, Alex Menzies, 

Donna Vignali, Jason Colonies, and Ryan Torrealday.   

 

2024 Nov. 22  Two SK men – Andres Naranjo, 26, and Samuel White, 24 – were killed 

in a one-car accident on Mumford Road.  

 

2024 Nov. 25  For the second time this year, a fossilized great white shark tooth was 

found on the Narragansett Town Beach.  

 

2024 Nov. 29  Alex Menzies will be the Narragansett Town Council President. Jim 

Durkin will be President Pro tem.  

 

2024 Dec. 6 – The Narragansett Town Council voted to conditionally renew the liquor 

license for Boon Street Market, after its owners agreed to music restrictions during later 

hours.  

 

2024 Dec. 16 – [averystortifuneralhome.com] – Noted Narragansett historian John 

Miller died at age 92. (I always thanked John for his efforts to keep Canonchet Farm 

open to the public. John was also a wealth of information regarding Narragansett history. 

He graced us with multiple presentations and provided many responses to inquiries. 

Thanks John. You will be sorely missed by all.) 


