
Narragansett Historical Society 

2023 Annual Report 
 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting 
April 21, 2024 

2:00 p.m. 
The Towers, Ocean Road, Narragansett 

  



 

 



1 
 

 

 

In Memoriam 

Shirley Eastham 
August 23, 1937 -January 27, 1922 

Like many of us Narragansett residents, we have 

come from other places to this beautiful seaside 

community and now call it “home.” Shirley, too, 

retiring from IBM, came to live here full time in 1978. 

She brought with her her gifts of intelligence, 

curiosity, and friendship. With her keen eye she 

found Narragansett a treasure trove of history and 

helped revive NHS back into a functioning 

organization. See She won over old and new friends 

to appreciate the importance of preserving the local 

history and join her in programs, often standing on 

street corners, spreading the history of 

Narragansett. 

Shirley’s lasting achievement was a permanent 

home for the NHS. She was determined to bring the 

NHS from an office park in South Kingston to 

Narragansett. When the town-owned iconic windmill 

building was being considered for demolition, Shirley 

stepped up, convincing the town of the importance 

of preserving this building, and convincing the Town this could be accomplished by the NHS. Organizing a 

team, she set the wheels in motion for the NHS to come home. She always believed this goal would be 

accomplished. Her unexpected passing did not deter the team and they have soldiered on with the same 

determination Shirley had. The blades, the finishing touch, were attached on April 8. We are finishing this 

beautiful building and striving to ensure continued success of the NHS for Shirley. 

Statement of Purpose 

The Narragansett Historical Society (NHS) was formed to collect and preserve historical information, 

artifacts, and the like relating to the Town of Narragansett, RI, and to memorialize the history of the 

Town for the enrichment of current and future generations. In addition, the NHS seeks to create public 

awareness of the Town’s history and to beautify the Town in a manner consistent with its historical 

tradition. 
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Kathie Kelleher 
April 29, 1940 – February 14, 2024  

Kathie Kelleher served on the Board of the NHS as a Vice President for 

several years. Kathie had a deep pride of Narragansett and its history, and 

an ardent interest in the defenses of Narragansett Bay. She worked 

tirelessly to help develop programs and publications for NHS. Kathie was 

also a strong leader in Friends of Canonchet and cherished her husband, 

Dick, and her daughters and grandchildren. We will miss Kathie’s great 

insights, creative ideas, her friendship, and her ability to keep meetings on 

track. 

Strategic Goals and Priorities 

▪ Complete the restoration of the Windmill Building as a permanent location of the Narragansett 

Historical Society. 

▪ Continue to develop outstanding programs and events. 

▪ Engage in historical research, collecting, and archiving information to share with the public. 

▪ Continue to develop partnerships, affiliations, and associations with like organizations. 

▪ Increase membership and funding sources to ensure longevity of the NHS. 

Guest Speaker 

RI Secretary of State, Gregg Amore 

Gregg has more than 27 years of teaching experience at East 

Providence High School where he taught Advanced 

Placement U.S. History and U.S. Civics and Government 

courses. He was recognized as Teacher of the Year by the 

DAR in 2008. Committed to public service, Greg was elected 

State Representative from East Providence in 2012. There he 

served in leadership positions, often focusing on legislation 

impacting the education of our state’s residents. In 2021, 

Representative Amore cosponsored the law which requires 

students to demonstrate proficiency in civics education before 

high school graduation, earning him recognition from the 

League of Women Voters, who awarded him their Civic 

Engagement Award. He has served as Rhode Island’s 30th 

Secretary of State of Rhode Island since January 2023. 

Board of Directors 

▪ Dr. Robert O’Neill, Vice President 

▪ Susan Bush, Secretary 

▪ Donna Rodgers, Treasurer 

▪ Karen daSilva 

▪ Becky Durkin 

▪ Terry Fleming 

▪ Rudi Hempe 

▪ Kaitlyn Pimental 

▪ Richard Vangermeersch 
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Accomplishments and Highlights 

In the 13 years since our re-incorporation, we have: 

▪ Established and maintained a social media presence on Facebook, Instagram, and the 
Narragansett Historical Society website. 

▪ Responded to several hundred history-related inquiries with the assistance of our consulting 
historians. 

▪ Completed the History of 
Narragansett, RI from 1800-
2022: A Chronology of 
Major Events by Board 
Member and Consulting 
Historian Richard 
Vangermeersch, (which is 
available on the landing 
page of our website). 

▪ Provided volunteer support 
for the Ocean Road 10-K 
Road Race annually since 
2013, forging an ongoing 
positive relationship with Gray Matter Marketing, who organizes the race.  

▪ Organized and held several tours and walking tours. Most recently “A Journey Back in Time: 
Boon Street Walking Tour,” as part of ‘Gansett Days 2023. Stroll highlights included: Idlewild, 
Seafield Cottage, The Presbyterian Church, Providence Telephone Co., Papa’s General Store, 
The Gladstone Spring House, and the Narragansett Pier Railroad Station. 

▪ Planned and held several additional events and lectures, including summer lecture series. 

▪ Developed two videos – one on the Hazard family, and one on the South Ferry area. 

▪ Participated in South Kingstown’s 350th Celebration by holding two lectures. 

Ongoing Efforts 

▪ Continuing a series of regular programs – tours, lecture series, and community activities and 
events. 

▪ Collect, digitize, and catalogue the Society’s own historic collections. 

▪ Continue to seek partnerships and work with like-minded organizations such as the South County 
History Network (includes multiple history-driven organizations from RI and some from CT), The 
Narragansett Chamber of Commerce, the Maury Loontjens Memorial Library, The Narragansett 
Indian Tribe and other Native American groups, and others to jointly develop and deliver quality 
programs. 

▪ Advocate for preservation when appropriate. 

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers! 
We heartfully thank our many volunteers for contributing their time and talents: serving as 

docents, assisting at the Ocean Road, 10K, researching, filing historical documents, helping us 
to pack, move, unpack into our new space, setting up and assisting during events and with 

fundraising, and other various and sundry duties. We would especially like to thank John Miller, 
who has been and continues to be so generous with his time and unique knowledge of 

Narragansett over the years as a contributing historian. 
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Contributions and In-Kind Donations 
▪ Abbott Properties, LLC 

▪ Davitt Design Build 

▪ Di Stefano Brothers Construction 

▪ The Kitchen at the Surf Shack 

▪ Keith Lescarbeau, Abcore Construction 

▪ Lawrence Builders 

▪ The Town of Narragansett 

▪ O’Brien Construction 

▪ Pariseault Builders 

▪ Sweenor Builders 

2023 Members and Donors 

Super Supporters ($15,000 and above) 

The Midvale Foundation 

Lelia Palmieri 

Vivian J. Palmieri Charitable Trust 

The Woodcock Family Foundation 

Major Supporters ($5,000 to $14,999) 

Jay and Billie Wilbur 

Gray Matter Marketing  

The Murray Family Charitable Foundation 

Sponsors ($1,000 to $4,999) 

Arnold Lumber 

Bank RI 

Susan and Michael Bush 

Anne and Robert Destefano 

Dr. Daniel and Carrie DiPrete 

Sophie and Charles Dowling 

John and Mary Falvey 

Helena and William Foulkes 

Kimberly and Joseph Hageman 

Narragansett Preservation and Improvement 

Ellen and Harold Schein 

Washington Trust 

Corporate Sponsors, Grantors, and Benefactors ($500 to $999) 

AC Realty 

Robert and Madeline Alexander 

Donald and Bonnie Cameron 

Joseph and Maureen Cummings 

David Gates 

Rudi Hempe 

Anne and Jon Liebergall 

Narragansett Lions Club 

Timothy O’Neil 

Donna Rodgers 

Anthony Steere 

Lawrence Vranka  

Steven and Nina Winoker 

Westerly Credit Union 
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Patrons ($250 to $499) 

Richard Baccari 

Edna and Peter Frost 

John and Emily Miller 

Lisa Bisaccia and Robert Naparstek 

Jennifer Peck 

Mark and Donna Ross 

John Ruscito and Elizabeth Hillegas 

Other Esteemed Members and Donors 

We very gratefully acknowledge the support of continuing members and the addition of many new 

members over the last several years.  

Frank Ascoli 

Lynn Bisighin 

Brickley’s Ice Cream 

Christopher and Felicia Buendo 

Patricia McGinn Cecconi 

Catherine Celeberto 

Cynthia Cherney 

Phoebe Cutler and Desmond Smith 

Caroline Donovan 

Bonnie and Frank Durand 

Holley Flagg 

Terence and Arline Fleming 

Ann and William Gallagher 

Deborah Harig 

Carole and Richard Higginbotham 

Maria Ianotti 

Tony Jones 

Linda Kortick 

Kevin and Bernice Layden 

Camilla Lee 

Gail Loiselle 

Jack and Kathryn Mahoney 

Dorothy Marciniak 

William Marinelli and Debra George 

Dr. Eugene McKee 

Grady Miller 

Barbara Mitchell 

Margaret Moser 

Jay Moyer 

Robert Muller 

Raymond A. Pacia 

Peter Page 

Terrie Quinn 

Gerald Reynolds 

Thomas and Margaret Rogers 

Ronald Sawicki 

Robert Shumate 

Jane Starkey 

Bob Sullivan 

Robert Sullivan 

John and Patricia Thompson 

Twin Willows 

Deborah Wilson 

Jane and Larry Wilson 

Rosemary and Edward Wittels 

Mary and Stanley Wojciechowski 

Patricia and Steve Wright 

Deborah Zahorancky 

 

2023 Grants 
The Champlin Foundation, $28,950 

Town of Narragansett, $12,525  

Rhode Island Legislative Grant, Alana DiMario $1,500 
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2022 Members and Donors 

Super Supporters ($15,000 and above) 

Anonymous 

Midvale Foundation  

Lalia Palmieri 

The Woodcock Foundation 

Major Supporters ($5,000 to $14,999) 

Gray Matter Marketing 

Tom and Cathy Ryan 

Murray Family Charitable Foundation 

Narragansett Preservation and Improvement 

Association 

Rosalind Sinclair 

Jay and Billie Wilbur 

Sponsors ($1,000 to $4,999) 

Anonymous 

Bank RI 

Richard Baccari 

Susan and Michael Bush 

Karen DaSilva 

Charles and Sophie Dowling 

Rebecca Durkin 

Elsie J. Foy 

Michael Gretz 

Kimberly and Joseph Hageman 

John and Emily Miller 

Donna Rodgers 

Mark and Donna Ross 

Ellen and Harold Schein 

Washington Trust 

Kenneth and Dorothy Woodcock 

Corporate Sponsors, Grantors, and Benefactors ($500 to $999) 

Anonymous 

Matthew and Judith Callaghan 

Anne and Robert Destefano 

Terence and Arline Fleming 

Jane and Paul Moran 

The Narragansett Chamber of Commerce 

Nancy Roberts 

Barbara Skeffington 

South County Garden Club 

Anthony Steere 

Patrons ($250 to $499) 

Mr. and Mrs. James Baldwin 

Peter Bell 

Cynthia Cole Berry 

The Blackbaud Giving Fund 

Scott and Michelle Blair Charitable Fund 

Paul and Libba Choquette 

Joseph Bowen 

Kristen and Brooke Connell 

Cornerstone Playhouse 

David Gates 

Rudolph Hempe 

Thomas and Deborah Hoagland 

Lise Iwon 

Dennis Lynch 

Jack and Cathryn Mahoney 

Dr. Eugene McKee 

Narragansett Gasoline Company 

Kirk and Lorraine Pickell 

Tom and Cathy Ryan 

John Thompson 

Russell and Melissa Treidman 

Margorie Veltri 

Elizabeth and Lawrence Vranka 
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Other Esteemed Members and Donors 

Esta Avedisian 

Colonel (Retired) and Mrs. William Babcock 

Charles and Clara Baud 

Mary and Rino Bergonzi 

Steven Beringhause 

William and Beryl Bianchi 

Davies and Megan Bisset 

William Bivona 

Joseph Bowen 

Jerome and Peggy Brunetto 

Don and Bonnie Cameron 

Marybeth Cannon 

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Cashion 

Victoria Cataldo 

Catherine Celeberto 

C.A. Clancy 

Betty Cotter 

Inez Crowley 

Mary Lou Crowley 

Joseph and Maureen Cummings 

Carolyn and Richard Curtis 

Dr. Daniel and Carrie DiPrete 

Caroline Donovan and Debbie Karel 

Roberta Doran 

Jamie Dowdell 

Wayne Durfee 

Paul Farley 

John and Laura Feketie 

Stella and Joseph Fitzsimmons 

Holley Flagg 

Peter and Edna Frost 

Tina and Franco Galasso 

John Golberg 

Vincent and Sandra Grybauskas 

Tracy Heffron 

Sharon Henderson 

Bette Hogle 

Linda Hurst 

John and Irene Hynes 

William and Nancy Ise 

Helen Johnson 

Kevin and Cindy Kelly 

Harold Kemble and Mary Ellen Saco 

Bruce and Dorothy Kindseth 

Linda Kortick 

Tracy Kubricky 

Judy Landry 

David Laux 

Camilla Lee 

Michael and Elizabeth Lenehan 

Sally Manesis 

Patricia Mannix 

William Marinelli 

Linda McArthur 

Lynn McCarron 

William Lynn McKinney 

Elizabeth McNab 

Sandy and Eric Menke 

Vilma Moclair 

Margaret Moser 

George Mulvaney 

Pamela Murphy 

Catherine Murray 

Rena Lee Nathanson  

Lynn Neville 

Lynn and Joseph Notarantonio 

Audry Nyblom 

Denise Orton 

John Peixinho 

Carolyn Petrocelli 

Kirk and Lorraine Pickell 

Pier Ice Plant 

Carol Prest 

Susan Raesner 

Edmund and Susan Restivo 

Margaret and Thomas Rogers 

Ann and Thomas Rowles 

John Ruscito 

Mark and Mae Beth Ryan 

Anne Sammis 

Frances Sammons 

Janet Schofield 

Lewis Scott 

Johanna Shaghalian 

Robert and Nancy Shaw 

Sandra Shaw 

Kathleen Shea 

Robin and Kevin Shea 

Rosemary and David Smith 

Marie and Arthur Strauss 

Carol Stuart 

Steven Sweeney and David Goetsch 
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Patricia Sylvia 

Marie Truppa 

Pauline Tudino and John Carter 

Steven Ursillo 

Larry and Susan Van Leaven 

Patricia Walsh 

Christine Webb 

Angela Gilbert Weber 

Mary and Stanley Wojciechowski 

Marie Younkin 

Paula Zannieri and Douglas Vogel 

Alan and Marilyn Zartarian 

David and Leeann Zubrow 

2022 Grants 
The Champlin Foundation, $36,400 

Preserve Rhode Island, $10,000 

The Rhode Island Foundation, $5,000 

Rhode Island Legislative Grant, Carole McEntee, $1,500 

Narragansett Historical Society Financial Report 

January 1 – December 31, 2023 

Assets 
Checking       $  122,807.95 
Savings (Reserve)      $    41,292.94 
CD        $    54,200.60 
TOTAL ASSETS      $  218,301.49 

Summary of Income and Expenses 

Income  
Memberships/Donations      $  160,992.50 
Grants        $    45,475.00 
Interest        $         636.84 
TOTAL INCOME      $  207,104.34 

Expenses 
Administration       $      2,313.02 
Rent and Utilities      $      8,670.00 
Events        $      1,962.00 
Construction& Bldg. Supplies     $  269,736.30 
Grounds Maintenance      $      4,880.10 
Insurance       $      7,763.75 
TOTAL EXPENSES      $  295,325.17 

It has been so heartwarming to receive such tremendous support from the community – especially in the last couple 

of years. Please know we continue to appreciate beyond measure all of the support we have received. Without 

generous people like you, we could not achieve our vision of having a permanent location in which the Narragansett 

Historical Society can continue to thrive – hopefully for many generations to come. We are, however, human. So, 

while we strive to be diligent, we sincerely apologize if we made any errors in our contribution acknowledgements. 

Please accept our sincere apologies if this is the case.   
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Narragansett Historical Society 
Board of Directors 

SUE BUSH:  Secretary, Board of Directors. Sue Bush fell in love with Narragansett while in graduate school at URI, 
and was fortunate to eventually settle in Narragansett, where she has resided for 23 years. Sue has an interest in 
preserving the history and charm of Narragansett. She is a partner in a consulting practice and enjoys cycling, 
running, and spending time with friends, family, and her dog Roxy.   

KAREN DASILVA:  Member, Board of Directors.  A native Rhode Islander, Karen finally made it “south of the Tower” 
and moved to Wakefield in 2011.  Karen commutes to a Cambridge-based biotech company and works as a global 
Human Resources business partner supporting their Research, Early Development and Development team.  She 
balances her professional work with continuing to preserve her 1898 home.  Karen has had a lifelong appreciation 
and passion for preserving assets and key features that have long contributed to the beauty and rich history 
particularly in South Kingstown and Narragansett. Karen has volunteered for several organizations in Rhode Island. 

BECKY DURKIN: Member, Board of Directors.  A native Rhode Islander, Becky met her husband, also a lifelong 
Rhode Islander, while attending the University of Rhode Island. They own and operate a  4th generation  business in 
Point Judith and raised their three children in town. Becky held various volunteer positions within the school 
community including the Narragansett School Committee. Becky’s passion for the beauty of Narragansett started 
when she was in college and tried to help create bike paths on the side of the road that would have preserved the 
stone walls. Sadly, the state proceeded with other plans. When she and her husband bought an abandoned home on 
Ocean Road and began renovating it Becky fell in love with the past and developed a curiosity about the people who 
created the amazing architecture and historical buildings in the area. While serving on the NHS Board Becky hopes 
to learn more about the history of Narragansett and expand the scope of people engaged with the NHS. 

TERRY FLEMING:  Board of Directors. Terry first came to appreciate Narragansett as a URI student in the early 70’s, 
and has been a resident since that time, raising his family with his spouse Arline. He has served on the Narragansett 
Planning Board and the Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust for the past 30 years, as well as other committees, 
such as the one establishing the Canonchet Farm open space property. Terry has great interest in the mission of the 
Narragansett Historical Society to preserve the history of the Town and make it available to all. 

RUDI HEMPE:  Grants, Board of Directors. Rudi has been a resident of Narragansett for 53 years. Rudi has had an 
extensive writing career, having been a newspaper reporter and editor, and a science writer for URI’s College of the 
Environment and Life Sciences and URI’s Graduate School of Oceanography. Rudi has also volunteered extensively 
for many organizations. He is the former president of the RI Press Associations, former Vice Chair of the Southern RI 
Conservation District, former President of the Kingston Chamber Music Festival, and former President of the URI 
Master Gardeners. He spends much time as an Operations Planning Coordinator for the URI Master Gardener 
Program. 

DR. ROBERT O’NEILL:  Vice President, Board of Directors. After retiring from his obstetrics/gynecological practice at 
South County Hospital, Dr. O’Neill devotes his energies to many facets of our history.  He served as the chair of the 
Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust for five years. He and his wife Linda lived at and restored the historic Ocean 
Road home, Dunmere Gatehouse, and placed it on the National Register of Historic Places. After many years in 
Narragansett, they recently moved to Saunderstown, where he serves on the North Kingstown Zoning Board. He is a 
frequent speaker on the history of the Hazard family in the local area. 

KAITLIN PIMENTAL:  Member, Board of Directors. Kaitlyn, a Cape Cod native, fell in love with Narragansett after 
several visits with friends here with. She and her husband decided to move to Narragansett, and they have not 
looked back! Kaitlyn's love for Narragansett prompted a career change from PGA Certified Golf Fitness Coach to 
realtor, and Kaitlyn is honored to help others find their own piece of Narragansett paradise. Kaitlyn’s love for 
Narragansett also led to hosting neighborhood and beach cleanups and showcasing local businesses on her 'What's 
Good in ‘Gansett' podcast/blog. She also loves researching the history of Narragansett, appreciating its architecture 
and working to preserve its cherished history. Kaitlyn enjoys spending quality time with her husband and their boxers, 
Turtle & Bear, surfing and open water swimming, golfing, and  paddling in Narrow River. 

DONNA B. RODGERS:  Treasurer, Board of Directors. Donna is a native Rhode Islander, married a native Rhode 
Islander and her three adult children also live in work here in Rhode Island. She has a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
from Rhode Island College and retired after nearly thirty years. Her nursing career was mainly in management and 
research. A lifelong armchair historian, she looks forward to contributing to the NHS and helping to preserve our 
history for generations to come. 

RICHARD VANGERMEERSCH:  Member, Board of Directors. Emeritus Professor of Accounting from URI, he has 
lived in Narragansett since 1971. His expertise was in the history of accounting. In addition, he has been very 
involved with numerous organization’s histories as they celebrated milestones and anniversaries. Since his 2004 
retirement, he has reoriented his research to Narragansett. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Windmill Building and our new home! 
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Find us on Facebook – Narragansett RI Historical Society 
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